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STARS NEEDLING THE HAYSTACKS 





Station Primer for Deejays Warns 
Against Payolas, Cuffolas & Gimmicks 


With an increasing number of+ 


radio announcers around the coun- | 
try moving into the disk spinning | 
field, station managers are issuing 
primers for the tyro jockey. Ex- 
ample of the type of cueing being | 
directed at the new deejays is the| 
set of instructions recently put out | 
by the management of WMFS, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. 

Tackling the payola problem! 
squarely the WFMS primer states, | 
“A monster has developed within | 
the past six or seven years known 
as payola. 
proached by record companies, pub- | 
lishers, music stores, songwriters | 
and record distributors, and asked 
to push their particular record-, 
ings or selections. The payola may | 
be anything from a cigaret lighter, 
a $10 bill or the down payment on 
a@ new car, depending on the an- 
nouncer’s importance .. 
nouncer at WFMS who is found) 
guilty of accepting gratuities (pay-| 
olas) will be immediately eet, 
charged.” 

In a move to limit the number Hi 
cuffo plugs and to set up a dis- 
tinction between a disk jockey and 
an announcer who spins records, 
WFMsS insists that the platter spin- 
ner refrain from mentioning the 
name of the label or to express an 
opinion of the disk. The primer 
states, “Keep introductions to re- 
cordings short and to the point and 
avoid giving opinions of records. 
WMFS announcers are to introduce 

(Continued on page 55) 


Showmanship Hypoes 
Big B.0. for Israel Expo 





In N.Y.; ‘Show’ Extended 


Liberal applications of showman- 
ship have made the Israel Exposi- 
tion a prime attraction in the 
Rockefeller Centre, N. Y., area 
Display of products made in Israel 
has attracted more than 70,000 
viewers at 25c a head since it 
opened July 17 and has frequently 
had Times Square theatremen en- 
viously eyeing _half-block-long 
weekend queues at the entrance. 

Patronage has been so great that 
the exhibit, originally scheduled 
for a two-month run, has been ex- 
tended until the end of the year. 
That makes a problem for the Is- 
rael Bond Drive, the sponsors, 
Since it had intended sending the 
exposition on tour. It’s now trying 
to set up a duplicate. 

Plan is to put the exhib on a) 
train, similar to the Freedom Train | 
which toured for the American 
Heritage Foundation some years 
ago. 
cessfully, a fleet’ of trailer trucks 
will be used. 

Take at the exhibit, to the sur- 


prise of the sponsors, is enough to! 


make it self-sustaining. It has 
amounted to about $15,000 at the) 
21c net price. Exhibit is shut down | 
Friday evenings and Saturdays in 
deference to the Jewish sabbath. | 
It is set un in the former Radio 
(Continued on page 55) 





Announcers are ap-| 


. Any an-} 


If that can’t be set up suc-| 


Coast Masquers Mark 
| Show Biz’ 200th Anni: 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Two hundredth anniversary of | 
the American theatre will be com- 
memorated in “A Cavalcade of 
Showbusiness,” to be staged by the | 
Masquers Club as a benefit for the | 
Motion Picture Relief Fund Sept. | 
24 at the Pantages Theatre. 

Show will be performed by out- | 
standing names, 
Benny, George Bur 
rymore, Eddie 


antor, 





| 


RAP OVERPRIGING 











The future of summer theatres 
may depend on some of the leading 
managers working out a loose ar- 
rangement to produce their own 
| Shows cooperatively, rather than 
booking expensive packages offered 
by agents or hiring overprised 
stars. That is the opinion of Rich- 





ard Aldrich, who returned from 


Navy service this sé¢ason to resume 


active management of his three} cluding ballet, 
“Intelli- | 


| strawhats on Cape Cod. 
| gently and calmly operated thea- 


tres will continue to stay in busi-/| ballet unit to be topped by 
including Jack | ness and make money, but those | Slavenska and Frederick Franklin. 

s, Lionel Bar-|run by hysterical. boys and girls, | 
Edgar | by dilettantes who have ‘such fun’ 





Broker Angel Plan on B way Shows, 





Arenas to Make Like 
‘Met’ With Longhair? 


The Arena Managers Ass’n is 
studying possibility of making a 
strong pitch for the longhair trade. 
AMA is being .offered a healthy 
string of classical attractions, in- 
opera, and a Paul 
Whiteman pop concert stand. 

Those already submitted are a 
Mia 


Ballet Theatre and the Jose Greco 
troupe are also being offered for a 


Bergen, Jack Carson, Charles Co-| playing at theatre, will eventually | series of dates. Another longhair 


burn, Ronald Colman, Dan Dailey, 
Phil Harris, George Jessel, Will | 
Rogers, Jr., Danny Thomas, Ann 


Sherseen, Jane ok ramen and others. | 





in Sane 


saay 


Miami May 
Off-Color Shows 


Rapped by Daily 


Miami, Sept. 2. 
Sparked by series of front-page 
|articles in Miami Herald “expos- 
ing’ conditions among cafes here 
featuring femme _ impersonator 
shows, strippers and “B” girls, 
Miami city commission will take 
up the issue tomerrow (Wed.) with 
expected restrictive ordinances due 
te help solve the problem. Expose | 
named names, with the straight | 
bistros getting a clean slate. 
Miami Beach enforcement m 
ficials have been working on the 
problem for some weeks, but are | 
handicapped by old ordinance 
which calls for “no mixing” by the 
(Continued on page 14) 


Noel Coward Deal On 
To Play N.Y. Waldorf. 


Deal is cooking for Noel Cow- | 
ard’s New York nitery debut at the | 
Waldorf-Astoria’s Empire Room! 
this winter. Money details and 
time are being worked out. 
wright - actor - songsmith is no 
| stranger to saloon entertainment, | 
having twice played the Cafe de. 
Paris, London, at £1,000 ($2,800 
at current exchange rate), which is 
'deemed exceedingly fancy over 
there. 
| The Waldorf is making a pitch 
for offbeat attractions, whenever | 
possible, such as Los Chavales de | 
Espana (The Kids 
show band (not for dancing) now 
in its third month atop the Star- 
light Roof. From $3,500 a week 
,in this showcase—and it required 
a bit of doing to get J. C. Petrillo’s 
| OK that this band would not dis- 
place any U. S. musicians—the act 
is going on tour and will get up to. 
$10,000 while on tour. 








| 
| 





Play- | 


from Spain), | 


drop out,” he says. 
Successful barn shows 
careful long- -range planning and 


item is Lauritz Melchior to head a 


require | group of singers. 


Feasibility of classical items in 


painstaking execution, Aldrich be- | arenas has been proved with strong 


lieves. 


what can be done cooperatively | 


He cites as an example of | attractions. The AMA has played 


the Metropolitan Opera and large 


by the silo managers, the case of | | auditoriums have done handsome iy 


“An Evening with Beatrice Lillie,” 


which was probably the outstand- | 


ing critical and boxoffice hit of the 
citronella circuit this summer. 
Aldrich himself got the idea for 
Miss Lillie to de the revue and, 
with some other established man- 
agements sharing the production 
costs, persuaded the star to make 
the tour, heiped assemble the ma- 
terial and assisted in booking it. 
Somewhat similar arrangements 
were made for “Here’s Mama,” 
starring Peggy Wood, and “Danger- 
ous Corner,” with Faye Emerson. 
There is no general rule cover- 
(Continued on page 55) 








Sponsors Eye 56 
Polit. Conventions 


With the 1952 Presidential nomi- 

nees only now swinging into their | 
campaigns, sponsors are already | 
making plans for the 1956 political | 
conventions. At least 12 inter-| 
ested clients have queried NBC | 
during the last several weeks on| 
| the possibility of sewing up rights | 
to the 56 meets, but the web is | 
| stalling off any commitments un- | 
| til it has more of a chance to re- | 
appraise this year’s returns. 

It’s recalled that the $2,750,000 | 
which Philco paid to bankroll both | 


the Republican and Democratic | 


| conventions this year on NBC radio 
and TV, plus the election night 
returns, fell some $1,000,000 short 
of what it cost NBC for its pro- 
duction crew and extra pre-emp- 
(Continued on page 53) 


M&L for Coronation 


London, Sept. 2. 

Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis will 
probably be the Coronation attrac- 
tion at the London Palladium next 
spring. 

The team is planning its film 
and other commitments to leave 
them free for Europe next year, in- 





‘cluding a long rest abroad. | 


; 


| with the Arturo To&Scanini tour. 


Hints Legion May 





+ 
| brokers would participate 


IF BARN NAMES! To Aid Legit, Prepped By Schonceit 


| 


Plans whereby a group of ticket 
in the 
financing of Broadway productions 
has been suggested by Louis Schon- 
ceit, head of the Mackey agency. 
Idea will probably be proposed 
formally soon to the N. Y. Ticket 
Brokers Assn. or individually to a 
number of leading agencies. 

Schonceit figures that of -the 
75-80 ticket brokers in the New 
York area, a dozen or so might put 
up, say, $10,000 apiece as a pool 
for investment in a number of pro- 
ductions. Selection of the shows 
might be left to a committee rep- 
resenting the brcker group and the 
League of N. Y. Theatres. The in- 
vestment units might be similarly 
decided, or might be set in ad- 
vance. 

All such details could be settled 
when and if enough brokers ap- 
prove the plan and agree to partic- 
ipate. Similarly, the amount to be 
put up by each broker, or whether 
he individuals would be allowed 
to determine the amount of their 
own share, with the returns allot- 


| ted on a per-capita basis, could also 


be worked out later. Schonceit 


| emphasizes, however, that nothing 


Favor Hollywood 
In Commie Report 


American Legion membership | 
may get a further picture of the | 
Communist situation in Hollywood | 
via the organization's magazine | 
early next year, editor James P. | 
O’Neil told Variety last week. Le- | 
gion’s director of publications in- | 
timated that the story might well | 
be a favorable one for the industry. | 

He said it pretty much depended 
on the report of the Legion's 
Americanism Commission to the 
national executive committee in 
Indianapolis in November. Five 
resolutions intréduced at the or- | 
ganization’s New York convention | 
last week will also be reported on 
by the Commission, to which they 
were referred. 

O'Neil, whose magazine carried 

(Continued on page 53) 


‘Whistle Stop’ Politico 
Series Set for CBS-TV 


In an attempt-to provide the 
nation’s citizenry with as close a 
picture of the political campaigns 
as they received of the national 
conventions, CBS-TVY preems a 
new half-hour show Sunday (7 





|tagged “Whistle Stop Campaign,” 


which will comprise film footage 
especially lensed on é€ach of the 
two major nominees’ campaign 
trains by CBS video cameramen- 
reporters. To be aired for nine 
weeks, the show will occupy the 
3:30 to 4 p.m. spot. 

Web's cameramen will be air- 
mailing their films taken during 
the Dwight D. Eisenhower-Adlai 

(Continued on page 55) 


| non-Catholics. 


in the plan should involve ticket 


‘allotments, either for the partici- 


pating brokers or for others. 


With only 10 shows current on 
Broadway for much of the sum- 
mer, Schonceit reasons that it’s up 
to the brokers themselves to try to 
|help stimulate production, if they 
hope to stay in business. He be- 
lieves that financing, particularly 
under such tight-money conditions 
as exist at present, is a practical 
| way to hypo production. Moreover, 
the Mackey chief figures that for 
the brokers to supply substantial 
production capital would refute 

(Continued on page 53) 


Bishop Sheen Influence 
Eases TV Ban for Nuns 
In Catholic Convents 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 





Thanks to Bishop Fulton J. 
Sheen many Catholic convents 
whose rules prohibit television 


sets may relax the regulations aft 
least to the degree to permit the 
nuns to view the bishop’s own 
show when it resumes on DuMont 
in November. 

During a question and answer 
period following his talk before 
500 teachers and nuns at the Col- 
lege of St. Francis, Joliet, ILl., last 
week, Bishop Sheen was asked by 
a nun if he wouldn't use his influ- 
ence with the Mother Superiors to 
allow the nuns to view him on TY, 

The bishop won a big round of 
applause when he replied: “Mother 
Superiors everywhere, please let 
your nuns see my program.” 

He told the group that during 
the past nine months he had re- 
ceived 749,000 letters from view- 
ers of the show, 40°) coming from 

































AB ep ee = 


oe 





























ge 





age SS 


~ 


te TERRE 


aa laa 5 


< stenna TTR, 





= $ 







































































































aan nanan wen 


ree 


= 
ae 

















oe a te 


cage Tp Ow Prue 


POA ORE: OW 





MISCELLANY 


VARIETY 





Hedda Hopper ‘Tells All’ in Her 
Extraordinarily Frank Autobiog 


By ABEL GREEN 


Few autobiographies have socko 
impact unless of national or politi- 
cal significance. It’s either that or 
you gotta let your coif down com- 
pletely, as Ethel Waters did with 
her memorable “His Eye Is On the 
Sparrow” (in collaboration with 
Charles Samuels). Or as Hedda 
Hopper has now done in “From 
Under My Hat” (in collaboration 
with Hedda Hopper). 

Nobody but Hedda Hopper could 
have written this book (Doubleday; 
$3), and anybody in the lively arts 
understands what she means by 


her Joseph Hergesheimer quote | 
that “writing a book was like hav- | 
ine a baby.” The N. Y. Daily News- | 


Chicago Tribune syndicated Holly- 


wood columnist decided that if she|a leading British film critic, said+ 


was gonna do a book, she’d do it 
right; in short, Miss Hopper pulls 
no punches. If she is feline or 


factual; if she is paying off some | 


old scores or only being reporto- 
rial, none will deny its ring of 
authenticity, its unsparing of her- 
self, its almost clinical attitudes as 


she flays her own scalpeling type- | 


writer. (Literally, she’s the dicta- 
tion type of author, and if she 
splits infinitives and dangles parti- 
ciples, for which some of her 
“staff” chides her, that’s unadult- 
erated Hopper). 

As the fifth and final wife of De- 
Wolf Hopper, Elda Furry, born in 
Hollidaysburg, Pa., “a peaceful, 

(Continued on page 17) 


SHARPLY CUT ‘ZAPATA’ 
PASSES MEX CENSORS 


Mexico City, Sept. 2. 

“Viva Zapata” (20th) at long last 
is to be exhibited throughout Mex- 
ico. After more than six months 
of huddles, the National Cinemato- 
graphic Board, dropped the exhibi- 
tion ban on the film when it was 
agreed to delete two reels of the 
production. 

NCB banned “Zapata” on the 
ground that parts of it, the two 
eliminated reels, allegedly glorify 
Gen. Emiliano Zapata, apostle of 
Mexican agrarianism and a figure 
in the revolution, at the expense 
of Gen. Francisco I. Madero, the 
first Revolutionary president. NCB 
claimed these sequences made Za- 
pata out too much of a god and 
Madero a weak character. 

Zapata created much havoc in 
Morelos before being killed. More- 
los is the home state of Castillo 
Lopez, NCB chairman. 








German Preem of ‘Fox’ 


Creates Few Incidents 


Berlin, Aug. 26. 
Despite protests from various 


roups, “The Desert Fox” (20th), | 


iog on the German Africa general 
of the last war, has been preemed 
in a number of German cities, in- 
cluding Frankfort, Duesseldorf and 
Stuttgart last week with few in- 
cidents. German police escorts had 
been sent to the all cinemas where 
film was opened in order to calm 
down any expected disturbances. 

With the exception of Hamburg, 
where a minor protest was staged, 
no trouble has been reported from 
preeming of the Rommel pic. First 
reviews cited that the audience 
burst into laughter when the cine- 





vv 


‘Mary Garden Lashes Out 
At Crix in Edinburgh 


Edinburgh, Aug. 26. 
Mary Garden, the opera singer, 
/hit out at crix when she gave an 
Edinburgh Festival lecture here. 
“I think critics are dreadful peo- 
ple,” she said. “i think they have 
no right to criticize. They ought to 
criticize themselves, They did not 
realize that Debussy had given 10 
years of his life to a work such 
as ‘Pelleas and Melisande,’ and 
yet-they broke it up in two hours.” 
The opera diva said that the crix 
should let the public decide. 
| On the other hand, Dilys Powell, 


| that criticism was bound to be 
|largely a matter of personal opin- 
ion. 

Mary Garden said people seemed 
to be getting motion picture mind- 
ed and TV-minded, and added: 
“The place for great singers is én 
a great opera house. The Tppst 
beautiful voices in the world are 
not beautiful over the radio.” 


BOB HOPE IN SOCK BOW 
AT LONDON PALLADIUM 


London, Sept. 2. 


Bob Hope’s debut at the Palladi- 
um here yesterday (Mon.) was a 
smash success. His non-stop series 
of gags, many on topical subjects 
such as Anglo-American relations, 
hit a tremendous reaction. Betsy 
Duncan’s vocalizing and Jerry Des- 
mond’s stooging contributed to the 
hour show, which was sold out 
prior to the opening. 

This stand marks Hope's first 
Palladium date, although he played 
London previously at the Prince of 
Wales Theatre. 

Show includes the Beverly Sis- 
ters, Vic & Adio, Brazilian hand- 
balancers; Fred Sanborn, comedy 
xylophonist; Clifford Stanton, Brit- 
ish impressionist; Frances Duncan, 
Australian aerialist; Three Bentley 
Sisters, acro dancers. 








Treasury Bond Drive 


Nation’s Top Advertiser 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

Thanks to all-out cooperation 
.from radio, TV, motion pictures, 
press, Magazines, name stars and 
|ad agencies, Treasury’s Saving 
| Bond Division rates today as the 
| nation’s largest single advertiser— 
}nearly all of it cuffo. 


Treasury experts figure that on 
the basis of measurable broadcast- 
| ing time and space in publications, 
| the saving bond program -has had 
| $52,000,000 worth of time and 


|space donated in the past year. 
| This is exclusive of the contribu- 
|tions of the picture industry, for 
| which Treasury people could not 
|set a figure, and of top name live 
|talent which has appeared sans 
| charge on bond programs. 
| Now, say the Treasury spokes- 
men, they are heading for a much 
larger share of television time in 
the coming months. 
To give some idea of how the 
| Program has built back since its 
| dive in the immediate postwar pe- 
riod, its 15-minute weekly radio 
| platters are now carried regularly 
| by 2,900 radio stations, the largest 
number ever to use them. f 
AO LL TI ECC SORTS AE Ne 























9/3 


Order Form 


Two Years 


*eeeeeeeaeeeeeeeene 


matic Hitler appeared on the 
screen, 
Ee 
Subscription 
Enclosed find check for $ 
Please send VARIETY for Ob¢ Year 
To "eee eeeeeeeese * £669 6228 8.66 
(Please Print Name) 
Street $00no006900068'604 Fi F eR be 
Sas socceseeenectsebicn. 





One Year—$10.00 


Canada and Foreign—$1 Additional per Year 
VARIETY ine. 


154 West 46th Street 


BOGE: « «a: neta cde 





Regular Subscription Rates 


Two Years—$18.00 





New York 36, N. Y. | 





a 


a 


| 
| 





Laine’s Glasgow Date 
Sold Out 2 Wks. Ahead 


Glasgow, Sept. 2. 
Two weeks before his vaude- 
ville week at Empire Theatre here 


opens, Frankie Laine has set a new |. 


record for this leading British 
vaude house. Every seat (approx- 
imately 4,400 nightly) has been 
sold for this stint during the week 
of Sept. 8. Thousands of moppet 
fans. have been turned away. 

To meet the demand partly, Val 
Parnell has authorized local man- 
agement to run a spécial matinee 
on Sept. 13. Prices for the Laine 
week have been upped, maximum 
being $1.10 as against the usual 
80c 


The Betty Hutton appearance | 


skedded for Oct. 20 also has 
brought top demand in Scotland. 
Theatre has been deluged with 
mail requests, with result that par- 
ty bookings will be limited to 32, 
individual bookings to two. Since 
it is star’s only week in Scotiand, 
allocation of 50 tickets per house 
will be set aside for patrons of 
Empire Theatre, Edinburgh. 


Map Xmas Shows 
For Soldier Fronts 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

A new high in show biz coopera- 
tion marks beginning of second 
year of consolidation of all efforts 
for troop entertainment in the 
Armed Forces’ Entertainment 
Branch. Joint entertainment divi- 
sion, which 
birthday in June by laying ground- 
work for a stepped-up “celebrity” 
program, is now concentrating on 
plans for the annual “soldiers in 
greasepaint” campaign to bring 
Christmas cheer to country’s far- 
flung military commands. 

Col. Joseph F. Goetz, head of 
Armed Forces’ Entertainment 
Branch, sent an SOS to USO top- 





per Lawrence Phillips in July urg- | 


ing acceleration in schedule of 
tours for Hollywood stars. Request 
came as result of survey. of initial 
year’s efforts and repeated requests 
from area commanders for more 
celebs. Reports on the steady flow 
of regular USO variety units have 
been _ consistently enthusiastic. 
However, need for supplementing 
these units with the morale build- 
ing effects of star appearances was 
stressed. 

. Tangible results of the new push 
have three Hollywoodites currently 
touring Korea, one in the North 
Africa area, and at least three more 
tours waiting to take off. Audrey 
Totter, William Holden and Marie 
Windsor are now in various stages 
of their three weeks handshaking 
tours of Korea, while Wayne Mor- 
ris is due back from North Africa 
Sept. 8. Set to leave for the Far 
East trek on Sept. 10 are husband- 
wife team of Frances Langford and 
Jon Hall, heading a unit of seven. 
Mickey Rooney and a variety group 
of five are slated to leave for Korea 
Sept. 25, and Bill Bendix is waiting 
assignment for some time this 
month. Compared with the sporadic 
celebrity appearances of recent 
months, this is an impressive score. 





Jessel’s Biopic and First 
Indie Prod. (Durante) 
May Both Be Via Warners 


George Jessel flew in from Lon- 
don on Labor Day and flew out 
the same night to the Coast to hud- 
dle with Abe Lastfogel (William 
Morris Agency) on a twofold War- 
ner Bros.’ deal that is cooking. 
One is for the release of Jessel’s 
first indie production, “Rip Van 
Winkle,” starring Jimmy Durante, 
and the other is for his biopic, 
“The Tales of Jessel,” for which 
he wants Danny Thomas to per- 


sonate him. - Thomas is under WB} 


contract. 


Jessel came in a few days ahead | 


of schedule because of his “All 
Star Revue” commitment a week 
from Saturday (13), second of the 
NBC-TV series which Dennis Day 
kicks off this weekend. Durante 
and Margaret 
the third slot. 

Accompanied by a  20th-Fox 
Films secretary and cameraman 
from Hollywood, and two from 
Paris and two more provided lo- 
cally, Jessel shot some 7,000 feet 
of on-the-scenes film in Israel. 
This will be released commercially 
and a segment will also furnish 
him with a lecturing script on his 


celebrated its first | 


Truman comprise | 


jly under warclouds. 


Wednesday, September 3, 1952 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 
By Frank Scully ant 


One of the things which will never cease to stick in my trache is 
that the headman of a congressional committee exploring ways to 
plug the holes in our ship of state comes either from a southern state 
not noted for its adherence to the Constitution and all its amend- 
ments, or from a state north of the M&son-Dixon line not noted for 
the purity of its politics. 

I realize that the ship of state should not be judged by some mem- 
bers of its crew, but then neither should a whole industry be hounded 


4 








and pounded because a handful of its hired hands believe the far-off 
poppies are always redder. 
Yet ever since the Hon. Martin Dies of Beaumont, Tex., headed the 


House Un-American Activitigs Committee (with the exception of the 
|féw years that the once Hon. J. Parnell Thomas was chairman), I have 
|not seen it headed by a patriot who seemed to me within a light year 
of being a male Joan of Arc. . 

That such patriots can be found in the land I have no doubt. But 
why don’t they get into Congress? And then why don’t they take the 
mass of testimony, introduce corrective legislation, fight for its passage 
and, if and when successful, turn the whole matter over to the judicial 
arm and then ask to be discharged as a committee. 

Is the failure of those who have held the post to date due to the fact 
that it is hard for any of us to close a show that, judged by the continu- 
ing flow of press notices, is still considered to be a hit? What did 
Dies have to*get back to Congress except those glamour-by-association 
scrapbooks showing him sitting next to stars and both smiling? In the 
case of the star, the smile was a phony as a $3 bill because he was in 
the role of the heel, and Dies was playing the part of the hero. What 
| have we as taxpayers to show for the millions spent on this continuous 
side show? 





Divine Right Of Congressmen? 

| Why, we haven't even had our eyes opened ito the folly of granting 
|to a few elected individuals an immunity which in all decency to the 
| rights of our neighbor we deny ourselves. This thing isn’t American. 
|It derives from Europe, where legislative bodies had to protect them- 
|selves in debate from kings claiming absolute power. In other words, 
'it was a group device for protecting individually weak legislators from 
|an individually strong ruler. What has that got to do with individually 
| strong legislators against individually weak citizens? From “kings can 
|do no wrong” we have progressed to “legislators can do no wrong,” 
jand if that’s progress among freedom-loving peoples, so is a locust 
| plague. 

I have always resented as an elected leader in Hollywood these out- 
|landers coming from places where everybody can’t vote and telling us 
|where everybody can vote how we must cooperate with them to be- 
| come better Americans. They are coming in again to augment their 
| press clippings. This time they will have to scrape the bottom of the 
| barrel to do it. 

| They are going to “try” 30 out of 30,000 people connected at one 
time or another: with the picture and radio industries, both pretty sick 
|}industries at the moment, incidentally. 

Joe’s Pep-Talk To Sitting Ducks 

| They do not come as Good Samaritans to bind our wounds, but to 
| kick us in the teeth. Some time ago, Joe Schoenfeld, editor of DaiLy 
VARIETY, pointed out that the amusement industry was witnessing an 
extraordinary prenomenon—the sitting-duck attitude of one of its most 
powerful segments, the motion picture industry, as critics of all types, 
shades and delineations attempted to batter it to death. “How much 
longer the duck can retain its perch, unless it does some expert dodg- 
ing,” he wrote, “is the problem desperately in need of an immediate 
answer.” Schoenfeld’s own suggestion was that more important than 
any adroit maneuver, the picture industry must get off its sitting-duck 
perch. “It must drop its cloak of passivity,” he added, “and put up its 
fists and fight for its survival.” 

He gave the advice months ago, but I have not seen any indication 
that the picture -business had learned anything from the Battle of Lex- 
ington. It has not fired even one press bulletin that has been heard 
‘round the world. It has heid its breath and hoped that these legalized 
Soe would miss them as it hurled charges from its revolving 

ucket. 

In addition to victims in the picture biz, the coming quiz this month 
plans to give doctors and lawyers a grilling, especially those on whom 
a little of the tarnished tinsel of Hollywood has stuck. 

Is There a Doctor In the House? 

Now my heart hardly bleeds when blood-letters and ambulance- 
chasers are yanked before legislative committees, because there’s a 
shortage of doctors everywhere in the land, and even if some of them 
are considered as bugs in the rugs of civilization their skill would 
be welcomed in an emergency. Indeed, I can vision such a doctor cited 
for contempt of Congress, and. driving his inquisitor to such heights of 
anger that the poor persecutor’s blood-pressure reaches 240 and he 
conks out. He will be a dead duck if somebody doesn’t shoot him 
with restoratives, but fast. Since there is no Communist way or 
Republican way, or even Atheist way, to practice nedicine he would 
be importuned to save the dying man’s life. And, true to his Hippo- 
cratic oath, he would do it, too. 

Lawyers, possibly to a lesser degree than doctors; are a vital issue 
under any political ideology. They are skilled in getting others off the 
hook, even when culpable, and so can be expected to do well even in 
these unilateral inquisitions where a man can be jailed for refusing to 
ae on which side his bread is buttered, but can’t be jailed if he 

es. 

But talent in show biz does not have these protectives. Even the 
most skilled of writers are not as vital to the survival of the Republic 
as the most mediocre of medicos. The same is true of actors, set 
decorators, and even agents and producers. For this very reason they 
need windmill-tilters like us to fight their battles for them and possibly 
inspire them to apply in real life some of the sterling qualities and 
courage they have so frequently simulated on the screen. 

When I look on many personages in high places and can trace the 
rebellious beginnings of their occupants to Greenwich Village bistros, 
college classrooms and even drama workshops, I wonder if this present 
effort to freeze all American thinking isn’t about the worst disservice its 
guardians have done the Republic. From bing a town with two-way 
streets, where people could go in and out of all sorts of traffic, it is 


ee becoming a town of one-way streets with “No Left Turn” on every 
rner. 








,UJA bond drive tours, to which hé 
|is committed this fall. 

* ee oat te by his 11-year-old 
;daughter Jerilynn, Jessel made i 

,the London-Paris-Rome-Tel Aviv ; “ a a om 
|trek and, regardless of the rela- Sidney Clyde Davis, valle 
tively plush auspices in the former | truckdriver from Los Angeles, is in 
gg ~— rigors in Israel, | the hoosegow at Carthage, Mo., 
te «6reaffirms the now familiar | i al- 
American tourist opinion: america | Waiting cabal roy i ane 
|is so lucky to be the land of the ; tempting ee aaneet Siaee em 
haves. Of the havenots, Israel is | Star James Stewart. 

‘in particularly dire economic Nailed last week by FBI agents, 
| Straits, according to Jessel, with its | Davis is alleged to have threatened 


| Standing army a big drain on the | the lives of Stewart and ~—— 
/new nation which seems constant-! of his family if the money, In sma 


| bills, was not paid promptly. 


Nabbed After Trying 
To Extort From Stewart 





2 


ke eee 


__ Wednesday, September 3, 1952 





|] LOEW’S-SKOURAS DEAL HITS RUNS — 


























































































































he is 
YS to 
=< 1 §$3.712,834 6-Mo. Red Cues Speculati oe i 
- atl ( tz Won't Quit U When Pact Ex 
ns d,41Z, o. hed Cues on ‘CHIT rTTIEMENT on n Pact Expires, 
ned () RKO’ F P li . , : 
inded t er 
ne n RKO ss Future !’clicies by Hughes CrOAMBLES NY Sees Eye-to-Eye With Rackmil 
d the Tremendous loss reported by+ . ° ‘ec ‘ 
! 5 trary to trade reports earlier 
f the RKO last week for operation dur- x One of th t t gpa ra008 — 
have ing the first six months of this year Timely ‘Models’ Reissue | | jor problems—and the one on which | Bl b y Pi ong eed W “a Goets will not 
year tributed further to speculatio Taki f , umberg 1 ear ’s ioneer e retiring as Universal's produc- 
yeat contr 0 specu n _ Taking advantage of the pub- | it has made least progress toward tion chief when his pact is wu 
in both New York and Hollywood) licity on the New York vice | a solution—was further pointed md Nate J. Blumberg, chairman of | exec v.p. Alfred E. Daff dectared 
But on policies and motives of con-| probe, in which numerous al- | by developments in the New York the board of Universal, has been | jast week. Daff made the omine t 
P the trolling stockholder Howard| leged prosties gave their vo- | area during the past week. That | S¢lected “Pioneer of the Year” by|on his return to New work teen 
‘Sage Hughes. Both the film and finan-} cations as “models,” Embassy | is the excess of multiple day-and-| Motion Picture Pioneers, prexy | a lengthy series of | ddles t the 
licial cial community is at a loss to ex-| Newsreel on Broadway booked | date runs. Jack Cohn disclosed yesterday | studio on ra lo Bang oe 
plain operation which has per-| in an old March of Time re- The metropolitan area, already | (Tues.). Blumberg will be guest of | and planning. euniemitins 
fact mitted losses to pile up at a rate} lease labeled “Models.” plagued by the hurdle of far too | honor at the dinner meeting of the |” Daff asserted that Goetz and U’ 
tinu- unequalled by any major since the Pic gives a strictly legit ver- | many theatres simultaneously play- | organization of vet film men in| new prexy, Milton R. Rackmil t 
did 1932-33 depression depths. sion, however, of the vast mod- | ing the same pic, is about to get | New York Nov. 25. |along like “blood brothers” ’ ma 
ation RKO reported a net loss of $3,-| el biz in New York. even more of the same. Increase |, 1” the business since 1912, Blum- saw eye-to-eye completely | th 
| the 712,834 for the 26 weeks ended _ results from settlement between | bers recently moved from the post | company’s future Hie added. that 
1s in June 28. That compares with a net the Loew’s and Skouras circuits | °f President of U to board chair-| g}) down the line, both at the in 
Vhat loss of $734,720 for the same period of differences on runs that led to | ™#"- He started in the business as| dio and in the distribution end 
uous of 1951. During the second quarter | Jy, FR, OSs a multi-million dollar law suit re-|# Poster clerk. no changes could be expected in 
of this year, RKO dropped $1,756,- cently by Skouras agains ‘we | Previous report had it that the 1 pers . , Ppt 
. mo y Dy & gainst Loew’s, U personnel as a result of the re- 
181, compared with a profit last i |RKO Theatres and the majors. PP would honor its founder—presi- | cent acquisition of stock control by 
ting year of $351,645. | Loew’s reportedly has settled its dent Cohn as the 1952 “pioneer. ey Decca. 
the A is ported oP nc} 7 epor é yelng lend of the suit by agreeing to | Goetz’s contract has a little more 
can, | > é | the >E . > 
em- distribution organization reported- | agent wooed re tn cas aa | lin ciistiaee ienanae Som oo 
rds, ly operates on a nut of about $180,- | competing Loew’s theatres. Major | ty acing | stock held by Goetz, it was wider 
rom 000 a week, and unless there is ig @S liV- ll distribs reportedly were notified | believed in trade circles that the 
ally plenty of hbo going through the by Loew’s last week that they | production head would be leaving 
can mill, its bil ings are too low to Hollywood, Sept. 2. could service the Skouras houses | | the pomnany when his pact ex- 
ng,” pers po hn field force Reports persist here ‘that How- | °” the same run as their own. pired 
Dust ‘While Param shi _| ard Hughes is in negotiation to sell | . Loew's prexy, Nicholas M. | _, Leo Spitz, Goetz’s partner in the 
hile Paramount, which other hi trolli , . Schenck, only a few weeks ago | Studio operation, has been very ill 
nute wise has the smallest production | DS, controling interest in RKO in an interview with VARIETY de- and hospitalized fo > 
, slate of any major, will make about | Pictures. Said to head a new syn-| jeg th luiple day-dates ni OW 0 on, | Conti frm tae 
} wg 25 pix this year, RKO and its in- dicate interested in acquiring. the mnie 2. oe ay-dates as (Continued on page 14) 
be- : sy . ‘ ; (Continued on page’ 14) 
ei dies combined so far in 1952 have | Company is Fred Levy, Jr., owner | 
“4 started only 10 films altogether. | of the Los Angeles Rams and son | American film industry reported- ‘Rackmil Snares ] 000 
the That compares with 36 from Uni.|f the Louisville theatre operator. Whit it Chai ki . ly is facing another balk by the | 
(Continued on 12) Also mentioned in recent weeks | te YUITS in qtrs.; | French government on a proposed | § 
a on page mentio . : ; res as His First 
~ as making bids for the ee § P Skouras J T I jae cb ug meet S. film agreement. | 
more than 1,000,000 shares of stock ¥r akes | Having found that the Yanks ac- . ° ose 
e ~ - . ; *% . ‘ 
held by Hughes (more than 25¢ s ‘ |cepted with comparatively little Universal Ac uisition 
Coast Red Probe Shifts of shares outstanding) are Ed Pau- Over Many of His Duties battle a cut to 90 imports into | Universal prexy he R. Rack 
2 T D f | du trv: ley, wealthy Coast oilman; a syndi- os : |France annually, the French are | mj) has acquired 1,000. ha ‘3 f 
LY 0 verense indus ry; cate headed by Sam Dembow, Jr. | William White, v.p. of Skouras | said to be reneging on the financial the company's stock ¢ prety, be 
ne ° ° producer's rep in New York, and a| Theatres, New York, has ankled|terms under which the quota) market the Securities & Exct snap 
ost 40 Show Biz Witnesses group of Texans. |the chain’s midtown homeoffice Slash was accepted in the U. S. | Commission *e sorted ls my nemes. °3 
es, Holl d, Sept. 2. No confirmation of any deal was | 20d is now headquartering at the| Motion Picture Export Assn., Purchase Te. July as "week. 
ch _ P = or ep forthcoming from Hughes or his | Riviera Theatre, uptown Manhat-| overseas affiliate of the Motion) frst personal « wn was the 
ig- ilm industry will play only a | associates, although his attorney, | ‘an. White owns the house, along | Picture Assn. of America, has | cporec by acquisition of U 
ite minor role when the House Un- |'Tom Slack, is known to have been | With the Nemo and Riverside, but | called a session of company prexies shares by the exec. 
an American Activities Committee’ re- | in huddles on the sale with a num- | they are operated as part of the |and foreign chiefs for tomorrow Decca Records, of which Rack- 
ick sumes its investigation of Com- | ber of interested people letel Skouras circuit. | (Thurs.) to consider the situation. mil is also prexy, owns 42% of U's 
its munism here on Sept. 29. Rep. a is | Reason for White’s homeoffice | Fayette W, Allport, who has been outstanding stock. Rackmil re- 
Donald L. Jackson (R. Cal.) in- ’ exit, it’s understood, is that a num-|chief negMiator for the MPEA ge Pl New York last Friday 
on formed a press conference that 115 Look to Comm | Films ber of his top-echelon duties have | with the French, is flying in from |). 4; after three weeks at the 
ae witnesses will be called during the been taken over by Spyros ‘P.| Paris to attend the meeting. studio. He had been there for hud- 
rd 10-day -hearings and that only 40 As Income Supplement | Skouras, Jr., son of the 20th-Fox! It is hoped that by the time of dles on the company’s production 
ed of Po are from radio, television f i! | prez. Young Skouras was elected his arrival, Allport may have ane oon te 
ng and pictures, without any big For Nation’s Exhibit rg °xec VP. and manager of the out-| worked out a more favorable deal|.-“ expects to go back to Holly- 
names from Hollywood. | 0 fit last year when George Skouras to put before the MPEA board. He woos — 4 * a month, or perhaps 
th Most of ae eae be be de- Commercial films of the “class” | was named board chairman of}was in continued negotiations in ween gi ut is not laying out any 
- Sastr x “Calif . : *% fin aa ort type may shortly become a new/| United Artists Theajres. This is Paris over the Labor Day weekend. ast-west timetable for himself. 
_ 7 i a. na he source of revenue for theatres. In | | affiliated with the Skouras circuit | MPEA accepted the slice from |= == 
on the film industry’s part in the | the past theatres have looked with | and had been headed previously | 121 import permits last year to 90) 
e- Mpeg will 4" ee late | disdain upon ad pix in general.| by Joseph M. Schenck. Prior to | this year on the basis of an ac- 
a this oo Un oo agen eve ter Among others, Gael Sullivan, The-| the upping of Skouras, Jr., White | companying understanding regard- | Rk 
m arise to warran a reopening 0 €'atre Owners of America exec di-| had the title of general manager. | ing remittances. Deal was that} 
ld case, there will be no —— hear- | rector, and his staff are now look- Rumor in the trade had it that | betes would permit the Yanks to oan 
) ings on the Red influence in | jing into the possibilities and may (Continued on page 14) (Continued on page 12) |||_ FOUNDED. gftatk Registered | 
of pictures. bring. up the subject at TOA’s na- ||| Published Weekly by VARIETY INC 
In addition to Rep. Jackson, the | ¢; ; ‘ : e e Harold Erichs, President 
1e tional convention in Washington 154 West 46th St. N 
- investigators will consist of chair-| Sept, 14-18. ationa oxo 1¢e urvey gS 36.N.¥ 
or Cid oe Dee ‘_ mg Rep.| Number of theatremen, particu- Se cen Direet 
yde Doyle (D. Cal,), Rep. Francis | jarly in the south, hav - : ‘ ’ ‘ ’ 1292 ‘ 
7 Walter (D. Pa.), and Rep. Harold | ing paid-for plugs rave been throw-| Labor Day Tilts Trade; ‘Glory’ No. 1, ‘Paleface Natignsl Frese Building 
Valde (R. Ill). Group constitutes a/as a matter of policy for years. Second; ‘McLain,’ ‘Fear,’ ‘In Arms’ Next |  “ongsn es” 
- quorum and will function as a full| These often are short clips for ' 4 8 St. Martin's Pl. Trafalgar Sq. 
~ committee rather than a subcom- | joca] sponsors. Long Labor Day weekend plus! Charley” (WB), “Don't Bother To | — “SUBSCRIPTION 
~ mittee. New twist is that members of | cool, rainy weather in many sec- | Knock” (20th), “Lovely To Look ‘|| Annuai $10 Foreign 1) 
o Unless there is a change of mind | the — screen’s-for-entertainment-ex- | tions is giving first-run theatres a| At” (M-G) and “Island of Desire” || pea ontinrn. month 25 Cents 
e by the committee, there will be no | clusively school might change | great session over the country cur- (UA) in that sequence. ABEL GREEN, | Editor a 
televising of the hearings although | their attitudes. It’s pointed out rently. A batch of new product is “Crimson Pirate’ (WB), which | elasmaatp 
e still photos and tape recordings | that every other medium accepts |an added hypo in numerous key was launched with a socko stanza || Vol. 187 ee No. 13 
. will be permitted. advertising. It’s a source of coin|cities covered by VARIETY. i= the N. Y. Paramount last week, maces ME soa 
t even for legit theatres via sale| “What Price Glory” (20th) is S2@PeS as one of best pix just out. | INDEX se 
“Devil Makes Three” (M-G) looms 
y of programs. ushing ahead to capture first - we | pi 
y MPiS. NABES FEUD WITH The ad pix which would be pro- | bon wth a number aie to sock Solid on initial date at N. Y. Globe. i O'S hose V ENG ae voces 47 
4 jected in film theatres under the | showings. It is being closely fol-| “The Ring” (UA) is registering a||| Chatter ................ 54 
TRANSIT CO. ON TIEUP ner Page oe dignl at ‘lowed in second position by “Son pee ey at small-seater Den- Film Reviews ..... neces 12 
e , . , ignified | of Paleface” (Par), the Bob Hope; °™,, - i 
Minneapolis, Sept. 2. messages of perhaps the institu-| egmedy being uniformly a high | Ivanhoe” (M-G), released so House Reviews rhebs soose 16 
t A feud betwen loop showhouses tional sort, instead of straight sales | grosser in all sectors. far in only three keys covered by | Inside OE, ib escve . . we 
‘ and the transit company on the | pitches. It’s figured that such or- | “Big Jim McLain” (WB) is surg- VARIETY, is rated sensational this Inside Pictures ......... 14 | 
one hand and drive-ins, neighbor-| ganizations as of the DuPont and | in Rand... 6 third esition session at the N. Y. Music Hall ||| Inside Tel ; 
y hood and suburban theatres on the 1 1 g ahead 0 pee where $173,000 looms for fifth aperee 1 t0ensee $2 
s General Motors calibre could make | ajthough it is virtually the first - = 
; other has been touched off by a) acceptable advertisers. It’s be-| week fous on pocorn “Sudden | Week._It is staying on indef at the International ........... 9 
weekly Thursday “family night”) lieved that some theatres could | Fear” (RKO), second last week, is | ¥@t, Hall. ; ||| Legitimate .............. 48 
. tieup. Latter finds the transit/ ree] in $200, $300 or possibly more | taking fourth spot despite obvious- We're Not Married” (20th)'|) Literati ........ 52 
company carrying the public down- (Continued on page 17) lly strong opposition. Shapes sturdy in Cincinnati. “Car-||| music 20.20... so... : 
town free on its streetcars and y P rie” (Par) is big in Minneapolis, | 1 4 A gull alata ich ae 
buses betwen 7 and 9 p.m., and “World in His Arms” (U), champ trim in Denver and good in L.A. ||| New Acts ...........see: 16 
t the loop theatres plugging the Spyros Skouras Set last round, is winding up fifth with |“Anybody Seen My Gal” (U0) is } Night Club Reviews...... 46 
stunt and giving 1,000 gratis ad- : . |a long string of big to smash play-| smash in Chi with stageshow. || Obituaries tteseeees 55 
' missions to lucky-number bus and To Eye Hoyt S Chain dates. “Merry Widow” (M-G), just} “King Kong” (RKO) (reissue) |; Pictures ......-...ssee+- 3 | 
streetcar riders. ' ; getting started, will finish sixth | looks mighty in Omaha. “Tomor-||| Radio-Television ........ 20 | 
Independent exhibitor Martin| _Spyros P. Skouras, president of |while “Affair in Trinidad” (Col),| row Is Too Late” (Indie) is big in || Radio Reviews .......... 24 
Lebedoff presided at an “indigna-| 20th-Fox, will probably hop off third a week ago, will be seventh. three Frisco houses. “Miracle of ||| Record Reviews ......... 38 
tion meeting” of fellow neighbor- for Australia sometime after; “High Noon” (UA), for weeks| Lady of Fatima” (WB) is holding | | Frank Scully .......+.+«. 2 
| hood and suburban theatreowners. | Sept. 12. _ |very high on the list, is eighth, firmly in second sessions playing || Television Reviews ...... 25 
Uptown business groups will be Film company topper has in- with “Big Sky” (RKO), ninth.| two N. Y. houses, day-date. | TV-Films ++ SPOT HS 18 
asked to join in a protest to the | tended for some time to look in on |“Greatest Show” (Par) is taking) “Untamed Frontier’ (U), perky || Unit Reviews ........... 47 
: traction company and an opinion| the Hoyt’s circuit, which he has|10th money. “Jumping Jacks” in Chi, shapes solid in Philly. | Vaudeville ...........--. 43 
will be sought as te the legality of | never seen in operation. Chain is|(Par) and “Dreamboat” (20th) | “Diplomatic Courier” (20th) is fine | | . mia. 
the free one-way rides. ! a wholly-owned subsid and will be|round out the Golden Dozen in/in Toronto and Philly. || (@ublished in Hollywood hy 
One circuit of drive-ins ran|taken over by the 20th film com-|that order. (Complete Bozxoffice Reports on || a yw: F-—-* 
pany upon divorcement. | Runner-up films are “Where's Pages 6-7) | = “ 


(Continued on page 12) 











eee “aisle ae 


er men S 


——s 


age deat 
Sar mpeeneare 


ee 
eee Ste NE Aes 


ost ego 


sateen tee ee * 


jenn aceite 














saiek > lage 
pe ED Oe 


-i ee Be 
‘ tangee 


s .- a | 
Sagdie = 
Se mee armen eo tm a tg am te 




















































































































2 = = ee 

















VARIETY 


Wednceday, September 3, 1952 





‘High Noon’ Wins Aug. B.0. Stakes: 
_ ‘Jacks’ 2d, Rita- Affair’ 3d, ‘World 4th 





The boxofficee upswing which¢- : 


got under way in July went into 
high last month as a break in the 
torrid weather and further strong 
product contributed to the sturdy 
business at the wickets. Melo- 
dramas and comedies headed the 
list of moneymakers, with westerns 
still tops in the former category. 

“High Noon” (UA) took first 
place nationally in August, ac- 
cording to reports from VARIETY 
correspondents in some 25 repre- 
sentative key cities. Gary Cooper 
starrer is proving the greatest 
grosser for United Artists since 
“African Queen.” Strength being 
displayed by “Noon” is: all the 
more amazing because some crit- 
ics were inclined to suspect that 
Cooper had lost his boxoffice punch 
until this came along. 

“Jumping Jacks” (Par), No. 1 in 
July, finished up a hefty second for 
August. Only the fact that it was 
mainly in holdover or had played 
out most of its principal key dates 
apparently held it back from high- 
er rating. 

“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) landed 
third money, grabbing this distinc- 
tion in the three weeks it was out 
on release. The Rita Hayworth 
starrer obviously made _itself-evi- 
dent that she has not lost her 
cinema appeal, being socko even 
in some spots where crix were in- 
clined to give the film a brushoff. 

“World in His Arms” (U) in 
grabbing fourth position was way 
ahead of its nearest b.o. rival. The 
Gregory Peck 
sharply in the final two weeks of 
the month. The first four grossers 
“Noon,” “Jacks,” “Trinidad” and 
“In Arms”’—each was the No. 1 
picture at least one week during 
August, which was an indication 
of how strong these pictures were 
boxoffice-wise and also how close 
the competition was for top laurels. 

“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th) 
wound up fifth, based on the ap- 
peal of Marilyn Monroe. “Where's 
Charley” (WB), which was just get- 
ting started, finished sixth, al- 
though it did not shape. up as big 
in smaller key cities as might have 
been expected from its showing in 
bigger metropolitan centers. 

“Dreamboat” (20th), in much the 
same category as “Charley” in be- 
ing a late entry, still showed 

(Continued on page 14) 





Storm-Damaged Pic 
Exhibit at Ind. Fair 
After Socko Draw 


Indianapolis, Sept. 2. 

Allied Theatre Owners of In- 
diana hopes to have its film’ indus- 
try exhibit, surprise hit of the 
centennial state fair, back in busi- 
ness today (Tues.) after working 
all night to repair damage when 
tent was blown down in a storm. 

Extent of damage could not be 
determined, as materials on display 
were covered with canvas imme- 
diately to protect them from heavy 
rain that struck Labor Day after- 
noon. 

More than 70,000 fair visitors 
had seen the exhibit since it 
opened late Saturday, according to 
ATOL officials. It was outdrawing 
every other exhibit. 

Tent had just been emptied after 

ersonal appearance by Marjorie 

fain when big wind struck. Actors 

Rex Allen, Forrest Tucker and 
fe | Romano did show on side- 
wa 


William A. Carroll and other Al- 
lied leaders worked like deckhands 
to get the exposed displays under 
cover. 

“Hollywood at the Fair” exhibit 
had been plagued with hard luck 
from the start. Trucks with props, 
costumes, model sets, etc. all 
shown at the Ohio state fair in 
Columbus, were expected early 
Saturday morning, but were eight 


hours late in arrival. But results | 


when the tenthouse museum final- 
ly opened was a great morale build- 
er for the exhibitors. “It proved 
that Hollywood hasn't been forgot- 
ten,” one said. 

Labor Day visitors were clocked 


at rate of 1,500 an hour. Visitors | 


at one time were stacked up two 


blocks, w aiting to get in. ATOI rep- 


resentatives said they were com- 


pletely sold on exhibit’s value, de- | 


Spite discouraging setbacks. 


Fair 
Peopie also were enthusiastic, 


| be 


starrer came up| 


to entertain crowd while | 
Trueman Rembusch, Mare Wolf, | 


Bank of America To 
Reissue Foreclosed Pix 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 
Thirteen of the 30 pictures fore- 
|closed by the Bank of America will 
released theatrically, rather 
|than to television. Francis Hur- 
| wood, veepe in charge of film prop- 
erties acquired by the bank, de- 
clared more coin can be collected 
from theatrical reissue than from 
TV. Seven other films on the fore- 
closure list are tied up with liti- 





this time. 

Pictures to be reissued include 
“Body. and Soul,” “Four Faces 
West,” “The Other Love,” “Arch of 
Triumph,” “The Fabulous Dor- 
seys,”’ “The Scar,” “This Is New 
York,” “Ruthless” and “Northwest 
Stampede.” 


That Tenor Still 
Leads Metro A 


Mario Chase 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Despite weekend promises of his 
press agent, Mario Lanza, Metro’s 
temperamental tenor, failed to re- 
port this morning (Tues.) for his 
long-delayed start of “Student 
Prince.” Both sides maintained 
chilly silence but it’s understood 
Metro will not go ahead with plans 
to sue for $600,000 Lanza’s stall- 
ing has reportedly cost on the film 
thus far. 

Lanza was first suspended Aug. 
20 after his failure to report for 
work in “The Student Prince” the 
day before. Two days later the sus- 
penstfon was lifted when the singer 
showed up for wardrobe tests and 
indicated that he would be ready 
for work the following Monday. 

When the troupe gathered Mon- 
day morning there was_no Lanza, 
and Metro slapped another sus- 
pension on him, this time threat- 
ening legal action. Studio state- 
ment said it was “contemplating a 
suit for substantial damages caused 
by production delays over a period 
of severat weeks.” Lanza declared 
he wanted aduitional compensation 
for time beyond the six months of 
the year his contract calls for. 


H’wood Display Lures 
Crowds at Ohio Fair 


Columbus, O., Sept. 2. 

More than 200,000 visited “Holly- 
wood at the Fair,” $50,000 display 
contributed by all the major film 
companies and exkKibited under 
auspices of the Independent The- 
atre Owners of Ohio during the 
eight days of the Ohio State Fair. 
Expo ended last Friday (29). 

This was the first time the in- 
dustry has been formally and im- 
| pressively represented at Ohio’s 
biggest agricultural event. As an 
added attraction, film actress Ma- 
jorie Main signed autographs and 
‘chattered with fairgoers. 

Idea for the display originated 
with Walter Kessler, manager of 
Loew’s Ohio here. Bob Wile, ITO’s 
secretary, was responsible for col- 
lecting the items for display from 
the pic companies. 


U.S. Exports Decline 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

U. S. exports of raw film, pho- 
tographic equipment and exposed 
motion pictures all declined in the 
\first half of 1952 from the corre- 
|sponding six months of last year. 
Total exports of film and equip- 
,ment in the initial half of this year 
| totaled $13,229,329, which was 7% 
below the $14,207,967 for last year, 
|reports Nathan D. Golden, chief 
of Commerce Department’s motion 
picture-photographie products divi- 
sion. 

Exports of films, both exposed 
, and unexposed, came to $7,996,813, 
,a8 against $8,434,193 last year. 
Value of equipment exported was 
$5,232,516 compared with $5,773,- 
1774 last year. ; 
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August’s Top 12 
. “High Noon” (UA). 
. “Jumping Jacks” (Par). 
. “Affair in Trinidad” (Col). 
“World in His Arms” (U). 
“Don’t Bother Knock” (20), 
*“Where’s Charley” (WB). 
. “Dreamboat” (20th). 
. “Greatest Show” (Par). 
. “Lovely Look At” (M-G). 
10. “Robin Hood” (RKO) 
11, “Island of Desire” (UA). 
12. “King Kong” (RKO). 
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Miracle’ Headed 
For Chi Ct. Test 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Police ban of “The Miracle” 
here appeared headed for a court 
test as the Chicago division of the 
American Civil Liberties Union re- 
newed its request to municipal au- 
'thorities to permit a public show- 
|ing of the controversial film. Earli- 
er request by the ACLU, which is 
acting as the pic’s distributor here, 
to Mayor Martin H. Kennelly had 
been rejected. 

New request was made after the 
ACLU sponsored two private 
screenings of the film at the First 
Unitarian Church in Hyde Park, 
a Chicago suburb. To bring about a 
court test ACLU will have to show 
the film publicly and cause the po- 
lice to make an arrest. Originally, 
the ACLU planned to exhibit the 
film publicly in a theatre, but al- 
tered its tactics when the theatre- 
owner was threatened with the loss 
of his license. ACLU is now weigh- 
jing the possibility of exhibiting the 
ifilm publicly at the Unitarian 
ichurch so that a court action can 
be started. 

In asking that the Chicago pub- 
lic be allowed to see the film, the 
ACLU declared: “It is our position 
that the entire Chicago motion pic- 
ture censorship ordinance is void 
and unconstitutional under both 
the United States and Illinois con- 
stitutions.” Chi’s police department 
censorship board banned the film 
twice, oece before and once after 
the U. S. Supreme Court decision 
which ruled that the film could not 
be banned on the grounds of “sac- 
rilegion.” 

Meanwhile, the Chicago Civil 
Liberties Committee, a different 
liberties outfit, has requested muni- 
cipal officials to Nft the ban on 
“Latuko,” an African documentary 
film which shows male natives in 
the nude. 





Suggests Unions Set 
Own Ban on Foreign 


Pix Made by Reds 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

No new law will be necessary to 
halt the showing of foreign-made 
films utilizing Communists or Com- 
munist sympathizers, according to 
Rep. Donald L. Jackson (R. Cal.) 
His suggestion was a response to a 
letter written by Roy M. Brewer, 
leader of the Hollywood AFL Film 
Council, to the House Un-American 
Activities Committee, asking a Fed- 
eral ban on the importation of such 
pictures. 

Jackson, a member of the com- 
mittee, declared a bill of that kind 
presents too many problems, and 
suggested that the Film Council 
could achieve the same _ results 
without legislative aid. He added: 

“It would appear that the unions, 
controlling as they do the physical 
operation necessary to the projec- 
tion of films, might well be able to 
preclude the showing of any films 
in which identified Communists or 
Communist sympathizers are 
involved.” 





Chaplin Due in N.Y. 
With ‘Limelight’ Print 

Charles Chaplin is due in New 
York from the Coast next Tuesday 
(9) with a print of his new indie 
production, “Limelight.” 

World preem of the film will be 
,in London. Gotham opening has 
| yet to be set. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


June Addiss 
Bill Goodwin 
Van Heflin 
Holmes Herbert 
George Jessel 
Irving Lesser 
Jack Lloyd 
Cesar Romero 
Joseph Santley 








AT&T Refuses for 2d Time to Give 
Essential Info to Filmites for FCC Quiz 





SAG Blames TV Interests 
For Antitrust Suit 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Screen Actors Guild, through its 
board of directors, declared the 
Government’s suit to compel mo- 
tion picture studios to release prod- 
uct to television would, if success- 
| ful, “jeopardize the livelihood of 
| 250,000 workers in the film indus- 
| try” and would close a great many 

of the 22,000 film houses. 

It was also charged that the suit 

|was inspired by lobbyists for 
| “competing interests,” meaning the 
|TV industry in general and set 
| manufacturers in particular. 
| Board asked the national execu- 
tive council of AFL to investigate 
the Department of Justice action, 
adding “the Guild will make sure 
ithat all factors in the bringing of 
ithe suit eventually are brought to 
light.” 


3 Other Big Cities 
To See Cinerama 
After N.Y. Pre-53 


Cinerama, the new three-dimen- 
sional-effect film process set to bow 
at the Broadway Theatre, N. Y., late 
in September, will be unveiled in 
three other large cities before the 
end of the year. Cinerama Pro- 
ductions, the production unit of 
the process, expects to have three 
more prints of “This Is Cinerama,” 
its demonstration film, ready by 
Sept. 18. 

Cities in which the films will be 
shown haven’t been selected as 
yet, but they will be in the Chi- 
cago, Philadelphia, Boston or Los 
Angeles category. Execs of both 
Cinerama Productions and Cin- 
erama, Inc., owners of the process, 
are currently surveying sites and 
expect to announce the cities and 
theatres momentarily. It’s esti- 
mated that conversion of the thea- 
tres, requiring the installation of 
three projection booths, oversized 
curved screen and_ stereophonic 
sound projection, will take about 
four weeks. 

Meanwhile, Sir Alexander Korda, 
who has the European production 
rights to Cinerama, is having con- 

(Continued on page 14) 


City Seeks Goldwyn Lot 
As Power Station Site 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Samuel * Goldwyn’ Studios, a 
Hollywood landmark, is doomed if 
a reported move by the Los An- 
geles Department of Water and 
Power Commission goes through. 
Plan is to buy the site for a $7,000,- 
000 power station. 

Understood the commission has 
been authorized to accept an op- 
tion to purchase Mary Pickford’s 
41-80ths of_the property, contin- 
gent on the acquisition of Samuel 
Goldwyn’s 39-80ths. Total cost of 
the lot would be $775,000. 














Europe to N. Y. 
Dorothy Caruso 
Walt Disney 
Deanna Durbin 
Geraldine Fitzgerald 
Paul Gallico 
David Golding 
Martyn Green 
Ella Halman 
Nat Karson 
Lee Kresel 
Borrah Minevitch 
David Sarnoff 
Samuel Schneider 
Milton Shubert 
Ferrucio Tagliavini 
Margaret Truman 
Richard F. Walsh 
Alan Webb 
Peggy Wood 


N. Y. to Europe 
Julian T. Abeles 
Walter P. Chrysler, Jr. 
Alan Ladd 
Ernest H. Martin 
William S. Roach 





Fred C. Schang 








t 
| 


} 
j 
| 


| 





* Washington, Sept. 2. 


A second refusal has come from 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. to provide essential informa. 
tion to the picture industry for 
Federal Communications Commi. 


sion hearings on theatre TV, due 
to begin Oct. 20. 


A. T. & T. has advised the in- 
dustry associations (Motion Picture 
Assn. of America and National Ex- 
hibitors Theatre Television Com- 
mittee) that it cannot furnish cost 
data on theatre tele transmission 
service because it cannot determine 
at this time what industry require- 
ments will be and because certain 
equipment to be used for intercity 
circuits are not yet on the market. 

Coincidentally, A. T. & T's last 
letter to association lawyers, re- 
ceived Friday (29), was written on 
the same day that the industry re- 
quested FCC Chairman Paul A, 
Walker to require the telephone 
company to provide the info. 

Through their attorneys, the as- 
sociations wrote Walker that “we 
are concerned with the possibility 
of a substantial delay in present- 
ing the theatre television case to 
the commission if no data is forth- 
coming from the telephone com- 
pany. The absence of such data 
prior to the Oct. 20 date will not 
only prevent us from presenting 
to the commission a careful com- 
parative analysis of cost data, but 
we believe will also result in a 
substantial delay to the commis- 
sion, since the commission may 
find itself in the position of again 
hearing engineering and cost data 
during the second phase of the 
hearing, beginning in January, and 
in a lengthening of that phase of 
the hearing interminably, whereas 
it could very well be completed 


(Cuntinued on page 11) 


Gar Wood Forces Halt 
On Pic Biog, Charges 
His Coin Spent Wantonly 


Miami, Sept. 2. 


Hush-hush production of film 
based on life of Gar Wood, mil- 
lionaire speedboat racer-designer- 
builder, came to a sudden halt this 
week with the sportsman filing a 
petition in Circuit Court here 
stopping any further work on the 
picture, “Time to Move.” 





Petition charged that Paul 
Thoma, who was producing the 
film under an agreement with 


Wood, had “wantonly and improp- 
erly expended most of the $150,- 
000” Wood had deposited in a 
local bank for the filming. It 
charged also that the portion of 
the story already lensed was 
“amateurish” and that excessive 
debts had been run up during pro- 
duction. 

Most of the cast had left Miami 
several days before the petition 
was filed. Shooting had been tak- 
ing place on Wood's privately 
owned Terminal Island. 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Cubby Broccoli 
Violet Carlson 
June Collier 

Pat Corletto 
Joseph Cotten 
Robert Cummings 
Pat Duggan 
Julius Epstein 
Stuart Erwin 
Milton Feldman 
Helen Ferguson 
“Cy Feuer 

Jimmy Fidler 
Bert Friedlob 
Paul F. Heard 
Ben Kalmenson 
Joseph Kaufman 
Sol Kreig 

Jules Levey 
Monica Lewis 
Bambi Linn 

Gene Lockhart _ 
Norman Lowenstein 
Helen Mack 
Richard Maibaum 
Ralph Meeker 
Thomas Mitchell 
Terry Moore 
Jerry Pickman 
Milton R. Rackmil 
Irving Rapper 
Michael Rennie 
Joyce Terry 

Hal Wallis 

Zinn Arthur 
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Siegel Resumes Regular Prod. Post 
At 20th, Ending Tuner Supervision 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. + 
Sol C. Siegel, who was named ex- 





61 PIX WL 
SET BY MAJORS 











4 ’ ’ eye . 
ecutive producer in charge . musi- | Lightman Ss Conciliation 
cals at 20th-Fox four months ago, > . we 
is stepping out of the post because I anel in Memphis Area | 
“T have no wish to type myself «a* _ Theatre Owners of America con: | 
a musical producer exclusively.” ciliation panel has been set up in 
Both Siegel and the studio will re- the Memphis exchange area by 
vert to the old system under which M. A. Lightman, president of the 
20th had no exec in charge of musi- Motion Picture | Theatre Owners of | 
cals and individual producers went Arkansas, Mississippi and Tennes- | 
forward with their own projects. | S€¢. ‘ ; he 

Siegel reported that he had ac-! idea is to assist exhibs in that 
cepted the chore “conditionally,” | territory who have squawks against | 
after explaining to studio produc- the distribs. Complaints will be | 
tion topper Darryl F. Zanuck that | taken to the panel which, in turn, | 


he would prefer not to concentrate | Will determine their validity and | on the latter two categories. 


| 








of... 

It is Rachmil’s contention that 
the producer works so closely with 
directors, talent and the craft 








on one phase of production. During then seek to conciliate the differ- | 
has “helped the studio get started” 

on its new music®#l program and 

gotten half-a-dozen musicals ready 

for filming. Two. “Call Me Madam” ro ucers e 

and “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” | 

will roll this month. Others are in . 

possible shooting before the year’s | Closer Ties On 

end although the sudden death of 

Lamar Trotti last week may stall e e 

the scheduled Irving Berlin “No! Selling Pictures 

Siegel’s decision to return to the | - 
former system was not prompted 
ee ee or contractual | ing a campaign for closer liaison 
IRESEI, NE GQeelarer. | between producers and the man- 

agerial end of the film biz, accord- 

ing to Louis J. Rachmil, RKO pro- 

Presently only about a handful of 

On M&L Resemblance, |top producers are consulted on 
¢ |selling policies on a pic, Rachmil 

Burn Up Hal Wallis | pointed out. Producer believes 

Hal Wallis office this week was | that a policy should be established 
motion buildup given an indie pic, | = oP the problems of the pro- 
Geshe che cement ow “Often,” Rachmil said, “when a 
Rialto Theatre on Broadway. | producer gets an idea op. an ex- 
is that Sammy Petrillo and Duke to forget about it because ‘the pub- 
Mitchell, two of the players in the 
pic, are being billed as a couple of | 
zanies akin to Dean Martin and 
course, are Wallis’ big money-mak- 
ing stars. 

Meanwhile, Rialto is making no} ~ AA appt cg: ‘ ; 
bones about exploiting the simi- advice on planning as well as sell 
Theatre is displaying a large blow- eoagpee of ae 
up of a newspaper article which is Rachmil - the poe Bill Themes 
headlined: “Martin, Lewis May Sue | oo pis Pine Ese aan as ee 
Pair Who Act-~ and Look Like | 
story, Jack Broder, producer of “Sudden Fear” by indie producer 
“Bela Lugosi Meets a Brooklyn “ilaaal nile served as co-pro- 
Gorilla,” said that he had a tele- ducer on Gabriel Pascal's “Andro- 
gram from Martin and Lewis say- 

P ‘ turns to the Coast shortly, when 
pet Dye Bh gy a carbon he’ll begin work on a Technicolor 

The ‘article says, that Mite ean Rei ore 
and Petrillo insist they don’t see 
siory motes that the pair has the |Tector has Dee set as, vet. He 
ome haircuts, expressions and geS- | ti.. on his production slate. , 

“Theyre the greatest comedy | 

quoted as saying. “We're not try- 
ing to take anything from them. 
We plan to continue in this busi- US. for Film Fete 
ness and we think the public ac-| Dr. Renato Gualino, general di- 
cepts us on our own talent.” The | rector of Italian Films Export and 
story Says that Broder annourced prexy of the International Federa- 
with the pair, declaring, “I don't|is que in New York at the end 
think they are an imitation of Mar-| of this month. He'll arrive prior 
tin and Lewis.” In New York @/to the opening of Italian Films 
spokesman for Broder said that the week slated for Oct. 6-12. 


the last four months, he added, he , €®Ces. 
various stages of preparation for | 
Business Like Show Business.” 
Screen Producers Guild is wag- 

Comic Pair Capitalize ducer currently visiting Gotham. 
reported doing a burn over the pro- so that the problems of the studio 

Objectional aspect of the bally | Ploitation idea, he is politely told 
Jerry Lewis. Latter two, of 
larity between the two comic teams. ing would be a valuable asset. 
Them.” According to the news films and the recent aid accorded 
ing that the comics will take the cles and the Lion” at RKO, re- 
“any resemblance,” although the completed but that no cast or di- 

. ° ” ® A b ° 

team in the business,” Mitchell is Italy S Gualino Due In 
that he h@pes to make more PiX|tjon of Motion Picture Producers, 
resemblance was “coincidental.” | 





| portant part in the presentation of 


licity department will take care | 


u ions, and is so directly allied | 
with a particular picture, that his 


Drama and problem pix take an 


| indefinite holiday, and escapism 


moves to the forefront in pictures | 
slated fer release by the major 
filmeries in the post-Labor Day 
period. Although not all the com- 
panies have set definite skeds and 
some may be subject to last-minute 
changes, product in general follows 
the line that has proved successful | 
in today’s market. The September | 


AO TINT RELEASES TO DECE 








New York Exhibs Express Concern 


At Forced Delay 





June Amus. Biz Holds 
Up to a Year Ago 


Washington, Sept. 2 

Entertainment biz in June was 
about even with the same month of 
1951, on the basis of admissions 
tax collections reported by the Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue. Report 
covers July tax receipts by Uncle 
Sam, which reflects June at the 


to December stanza will see a flow boxoffice. 


of comedies, musicals and outdoor | 


General admissions brought in 


actioners, with the greatest stress | $28,369,934, which was about $250.- 


Color continues to play an im- 


ithe musicals and actioners. Of 81| 
pix set for release from now until | 
the end of 1952, 40 will be of the 
|many-hued variety. There is al- 
|ready indication that spectrum 
product will predominate in all! 
uture production, with filmeries/| 


~_ 


their films in color. 

| Universal, which released its 
11953 production plans last week, 
| has skedded 26 out of 36 pix in 
icolor. New schedule calls for eight 
|more tinters than were produced 
by. U during 1952, and follows the 
studio policy of concentrating on 
action fare. U will also continue 
its policy of signing top-name stars 
on a participation basis, an ar- 
rangement that so far has paid off 
well for both the filmery and the 
players. 





Fox leads the parade with a total 
of 14. Metro, U and RKO have 11 


tremely tentative. Paramount, Co- 
lumbia and United Artists have 
nine pix each ready. Warner Bros. 
has slated seven pix, with six in 
color, from now until December 
However, additions to the schedule 
may be made with the return short- 
ly from Coast confabs of Ben Kal- 
menson, distribution chief. 


WB Execs Press For 


Rodner Saranac Lab 


Four Warner Bros. execs—vee- 
pee Samuel Schneider, sales chief 
Ben Kalmenson, theatre ~ topper 
Harry M. Kalmine and music com- 
pany exec Herman Starr—are head- 
ing a committee to spur a drive 
for the establishment of a Harold 
Rodner Research lab at the Will 
Rogers Memorial Hospital, Sara- 
nac Lake, N. Y. 





the hospital at Saranac. He had 
for a long time advocated the ad- 





hospital. Max B, Blackman, of the 
| WB real estate department, is sec- 
| retary-treasurer of the committee. 


turning out as many as 75-80% of | 


Of films set for fall release, 20th- | 


pix set, although RKO’s sked is ex- | 


000 below corresponding figures for 
the same month last year. How- 
ever, the months 20% bite of $3,- 
999,783, based on nitery tabs was 
approximately $300,000 better than 
for the same period of 1951. 

New York’s 3rd Internal Rev- 
enue District, which takes in all of 
Manhattan above 23d St., paid the 
Revenue Bureau a nice $3,433,568 
in admissions tax and $297,223 in 
[ev7 on nightclub checks. 


NPA Ease Seen 
Leading to Bldg. 
Of 1,000 Ozoners 


With the National Production 
| Authority lifting the lid on amuse- 
| ment construction commencing 
April 1, 1953, film industryites are 
| predicting the erection of approxi- 
|mately 1,000 new drive-ins within 
la year after the green light be- 
|comes effective. Addition of these 
|new ozoners will give the nation a 
total of about 5,000 

The NPA release order, an- 
nounced last week, especially 
favors drive-in construction since 








lit still sets certain limitations on™ 


ithe amount of essential metals that 
| may be used in building. Materials 
| required for the erecting of ozoners 
fall well within the quota set by 
+the NPA. 

Plans for ozoner construction, 
| filed when the NPA clamped down 
|in 1949, are being dusted off. New 
| orders to survey sites and develop 
locations are being received by the- 
| tre realty agents. 





Joins Telemeter Co. 
Dr. George W. Brown, formerly 


+ While 


in Getting Top Pix 


exhibs throughout the 
country are facing the fall season 
with a high degree of optimism 
because of the top product imme- 
diately available, New York area 
theatreowners are voicing some 
concern. Reason for the furrowed 
eyebrows is that the potentially big 
b.o. grossers will not be set for 
release in Gotham nabes_ until 
sometime after September. 

Delay is being caused by the un- 
usually long runs a group of out- 
standing films are thalking up on 
Broadway. While such pix as “Son 
ot Paleface,” “Ivanhoe,” “Just For 
You” and “Sudden Fear” will be 
immediately available for the hin- 
terlands, Gotham ops aren't certain 
yet just when they'll be able to 
book the pix. 


Main basis for the optimistic, 


viewpoint among the out-of-town 
exhibs is that the films available 
for the forthcoming season far sur- 
pass those issued for the corre- 
sponding period a year ago. Thea- 
tremen feel that the studios have 
at last hit upon the type of pix 
which can fight television for pub- 
lic attention. They are hailing the 
action-packed outdoorers and mu- 
sicals, garnished with splashy color 
and spectacle which video cannot 


+ duplicate. Feeling is, too, that in 


‘certain areas the novelty of video 
has dissipated to some extent and 
that the public {s again shopping 
for the best entertainment buy. 
Exhibs are also heartened by the 
support they are beginning to re- 
ceive from other quarters. Attitude 
of the newspapers, they point out, 
has taken a change for the better. 


| Where in the past they faced an 


indifferent, if not hostile, press, 
they note they are now receiving 
editorial support as well as upbeat 
stories in the news and film sec- 
tions. In addition, they point to 


the many concessions they are be-~ 


ginning to receive from the dailies 
on advertising rates. 
Exhibs are not standing idly by 
waiting for the coin to roll in. The 
(Continued on pag 11) 


NY. Roxy Defers Policy 
Change for Few Months 
After Switch in Operation 


Roxy Theatre, N. Y., will con- 
tinue on the same policy as at 


; present for at least three or four 


months following its switch in own- 
ership Sept. 27. That was disclosed 
yesterday (Tues.) by managing di- 


|associated with RCA Laboratories | rector David Katz, following his 


| Telemeter Corp., it’s been an- 
|; nounced by Dr. Louis N. Ridenour, 


research. 
Brown is a specialist in elec- 
tronic computation. 





RKO Guarantee Snares Walcott-Rocky 
Pic Rights, TV Going to Theatres Also ‘2:siisnc?"siun"stans." 


Rodner, Warner exec who died|in Princeton and the Rand Corp.! return from huddles on the Coast 
recently, had been active ‘in the|in Santa Monica, has joined the | with 
maintenance and development of | engineering staff of International | Charles P. Skouras and NT’s chief 


National Theatres  prexy 
film buyer, Edward Zabel. 


NT, which will split from 20th- 


dition of a research section to the | v.p. in charge of engineering and Fox when divorcement becomes ef- 


| fective, will take over the Roxy. 
Katz said that the stageshows will 
go on as at present until about the 
end of the year, while the new 
owners familiarize themselves with 
the operation and consider new 
ideas for the live presentations. 
Refurbishing and “glamorizing” 
of the Roxy will also be held off 


the interest of “streamlining” and 


RKO made no advance, but gave| and 50% of the take over $200,000. Operating on a more economical 


Gualino will also hold a series the International Boxing Club a|UA balked at that and “made a 


Mitchell and Petrillo were single | of confabs with the U. S. veps of | substantial guarantee to snare the) counter-offer, which Irish nixed. 


nightclub acts until about a year|{he Italian film organization 


an | film rights for the Joe Walcott-| 


He then closed the deal with 


level will be made shortiv, Katz 
' added. 
| Zabel is due in New York to- 


ago, when they teamed. Petrillo, | outfit set up to publicize Italian | Rocky Marciano fight in Philadel-| RKO on the basis of its perform-| MOFTOW (Thurs.) for two weeks of 


incidentally, wno has a remarkable | gjms in the U. S. It is fiananced 
resemblance to Jerry Lewis, was| py 1214% of the income earned 
used last season in a skit On @ py Yank pix in Italy. While in 
Martin & Lewis video show. the U. S., Gualino is also expected 
to meet with Eric Johnston, prexy 


Astor Snares ‘Sarumba’ of ee Moties Picture Association 
merica. 


m) ° | of 
From Ed Danziger | On Saturday (30), E. R. Zorg- 
Astor Pictures, N. Y., has ac-  niotti, U. S. rep of IFE, returred 
quired U. S. distribution rights to’ from a six-week visit to Rome, 
“Sarumba” from Edward Danziger. | where he took part in a series of 
Film, made in Puerto Rico about conclaves with IFE board mem 
three years ago, has not previously | bers. Plans were discussed for the 
been released in the U. S. visit to N. Y. during the Italian 
Danziger, head of Eastern Sound | Film Week of a large number of 
Studios, N. Y., was involved in Italian stars, producers, director» 





financing the latter part of the and government officials. even | 


film's production. It features Doris | new Italo pix will be screened at 
Dowling, Michael Whalen and the Little Carnegie, N. Y., during 
Tommy Wonder. ithe salute week. 


| Phia Sept. 23. With Theatre Net- 
| work Television holding the large- 
iscreen tele privileges, RKO move 


|again gives theatres an exclusive | 


,on an important bout, as in the 
;case of the Robinson-Turpin and 
| Pep-Saddler frays last year. 

| Licking which RKO took by giv- 
ing a $300,000 guarantee to IBC on 
| the latter two fights led the distrib 
to observe considerably more cau- 
tion this time. It was forced to go 
| high, however, since it had compe- 
'tition for the film rights from 
|both United Artists and Harry 
| Brandt. 

Original demand by Ned Irish, 
exec of the Madison Square Gar- 
den Corp., who negotiated the deal 


\for IBC, was a $100,000 guarantee! 


| ance last year and a guarantee that 
was about the same as UA’s, ac- 
cording to reports. 

Both RKO and Brandt originally 
| were negotiating for the combined 
theatre TV and pix rights. Brandt 
| was said to have offered $200,000 
TNT is understood to have guar- 
anteed about $150,000 for large- 
screen rights alone, and Irish ac- 
,cepted thaj bid, likewise at least 
| partially on the basis of past per- 
|formance by Nate Halpern’s TNT 
outfit. 

If the fight proves as good as it 
promises, the combination of the- 
atre TV and pix income to IBC 
should be at least equal to the 
$250,000 that Gillette is said to 

(Continued on page 11) 


huddles with Katz and distribs on 
product for the Roxy. House, whic® 
has used 20th pix exclusively in the 
past, will use other companies’ 
films. It has nothing booked beyond 
20th’s “Monkey Business,”” which 
opens this week. 


Robt. Goldstein Exits 
U-I Exec Talent Post 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Robert Goldstein, talent execu- 

tive at  Universal-International, 

checked off the lot after terminat- 
ing his contract 

Goldstein moved into the studio 

in 1950 after serving as its repre- 

sentative in the N. Y. office since 

' 1946. 
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M&L Tilt ‘Rose’ to 
L.A.; Dreamboat’ 


Record $90,000, 
Fast 296, McLain’ 


Fat 286; ‘Widow’ 256, ‘Arms’ 206, 2d 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 
Despite the heat wave here, 
first-runs currently are heading 
for a fine session, topping last 


year’s Labor Day by at least 5%. | 
Setting the pace are Martin-Lewis | 


at the L. A. Paramount where 


paired with “Rose of Cimarron.” | 


Comedy team is heading for $90,- 
000, a new city record, for the 
stand which ‘ends tomorrow (Wed.), 
with Martin-Lewis taking $63,000 
as their share and paying sur- 
rounding talent out of that. 

Top straightfilm is “Dreamboat,” 
which looks fine $29,000 in three 
houses. “Big Jim McLain” also 
looms good at $28,000, also in 
three theatres but larger ones 

“Merry Widow” with nice $25.,- 
000 in two locations and “World 
in His Arms,” with sock $20,000 in 
two smaller houses, are leading 
the second-week bills. “Park Row” 
opened yesterday (Mon.) in four 
houses with strong initial reaction. 
“Son of Paleface” is strong in sec- 
ond week at two houses, with an 
additional $21,000 in five hardtops 
and two ozoners in this area. 


Estimates for This Week 
Chinese, Loyola, Globe, El Rey 
(FWC) (2,048; 1,248; 782; 861; 70- 
$1.10)\—“High Noon” (UA) and 
“Navajo” (Lip) (3d wk at Chinese 
and Loyola, first at Globe and El 
Rey). Good $17,500. Last week, 


at Chinese, Loyola, Los Angeles | 


and Ritz, fine $30,700. 


Los Angeles, Hawaii, Ritz (F WC- 
G&S) (2,097; 1,106; 1,370; 70-$1.10) 


—"Dreamboat” (20th) and “Spider 
and Fly” (Indie). Fine $29,000 or | 


near. Hawaii, last week, ‘Lost in 


Alaska” (U) and “Flame Sacra-| 


mento” (Rep) (reissue) (2d_ wk), 


thin $1,900. Los Angeles and Ritz | 


with Chinese unit. 
Hollywood, Wiltern, United Ar- 


tists (WB-UATC) (2,756; 2,344; 2,-| 


100; 70-$1.20)—“Big Jim McLain” 
(WB). Good $28,000 or over. Last 
week, Hollywood, Wiltern and 


L. A. Paramount, “Where’s Char- | 


ley” (WB) and “Gold Fever” 
(Mono) (L. A. Par only) (2d wk), 
below hopes at $13,800. 


Loew’s State, Egyptian (UATC) | 


(2.404; 1,538; 70-$1.10)—‘Merry 
Widow” (M-G) (2d wk). Nice $25,- 
000. Last week, fine $29,100. 


Los Angeles Paramount (UPT) | 
(3,300 seats; 70-$1.75)—Martin & 


Lewis heading stage bill with 
“Rose Cimarron” (20th). Terrific 


$90,000. Last week, with Warner | 


unit. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) 
(2,752; 2,812; 70-$1.10) — “Affair 
Trinidad” (Col) and “Rainbow 
Round Shoulder” (Col) (4th wk). 
Good $17,500. Last week, okay 
$20,000. 

Beverly Hills, Downtown (WB) 


41,612; 1,757; 80-$1.50) — ‘What | 


Price Glory” (20th) (3d wk). Fine 
$9,500. Last week, $11,600. 

Rialto, Vogue (Metropolitan- 
FWC) (840; 855; 70-$1.10)—‘‘Son of 
Paleface” (Par) (2d wk). Okay 
$11,500 for Bob Hope comedy, with 
an added $21,000 in 2 ozoners and 
3 hardtops. Last week, big $14,500 
plus another $32,500 in two ozoners 
and three hardtops in Los Angeles 
area, 

Hollywood Paramount, Palace 
(F&M-Metropolitan) (1,430; 1,230: 
70-$1.10)—"‘World in Arms” (U) 
(2d wk). Sock $20,000 or close. 
Last week, rousing $29,000. 


Orpheum, Fox Beverly (Metro- | 


politan-FWC) (2,213; 1,352: 80- 
$1.50)—"Big Sky” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Okay $17,000 or near. Last week, 
g00d $24,600. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 80-$1.50) 
—‘Carrie” (Par) (3d wk). Off to 
$6.500. Last week, okay $8,600. 

Four Star (UATC) (900; 85-$1.25) 
—‘Wild Heart” (RKO) (7th wk). 
Looks like $2,800. Last week. 
— $2,500. 

anon (ABC) (520; $1)—“Actors 
& Sin” (UA) ‘6th wk). Good $2,900. 
——e ~~ $2,800. 

* n Artists (UATC) (2,100: 
85-$1.20\—In Warner unit this 
week. Last week, “Wild Heart” 
(RKO) (9 days), $4,000. 

__ Globe (FWC) (782; 70-90)—In 
C hinese unit this week. Last week, 
“Don't Bother Knock” (20th) and 

Massacre Hill” (Indie) (4th wk) 
above hopes at $3,200. ; 





Antonio Osio Heads Mex Tent 
atiiaks aath Mexico City. 
Mexico Variety Club’s new chief 
barket is Antonio G. Osio. a top 
exhibitor here. His chief assistan Ss 
are Alfredo Holguin, Universal 
Manager, first veepee: and Manuel 
Espinosa Iglesias, chain operator 
Second veepee, 


+ 
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Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 








This Week .. . .$683,900 
| (Based on 20 theatres) 
| Last Year ..... . $714,700 


| (Based on 18 theatres) 














Widow’ Terri 


$16,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. ~ 
| The storm of hurricane propor- 
tions, which hit here Labor Day 
(Mon.), is giving biz here a rea! 
hypo in current stanza. Best all- 
round showing is being made by 


“Merry Widow,” terrific at Ar-| 


cadia. “Son of Paleface” also looms 
|great at the Fox while “Big Jim 
|McLain” shapes good at the Stan- 
iley. “Sudden Fear” at the Gold- 
man and “Affair in Trinidad” at 
| the Randolph look best of the hold- 
overs, both being smash. “Untamed 
Frontier” is rated solid at the Mid- 
town. 
Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)— 
“Merry Widow” (M-G). Huge $16.,- 
000. Last week, “Scaramouche” 
(M-G) (11th wk), $6,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘“Just 
for You” (Par) (2d wk). Held at 
$13,000. Last week, good $15,000. 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—‘“Son 
of Paleface” (Par). Great $28,000. 
Last week, “Caribbean” (Par) (2d 
wk), tepid $13,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“‘Sudden Fear” (RKO) (2d 
= Sock $20,000. Last week, $25,- 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,380; 50-99)— 
“‘Where’s Charley” (WB). N-.s.h. 
' $18,000 in 10 days. Last week, 
“Washington Story” (M-G) with 
Martin & Lewis onstage new, rec- 
ord at $92,600 in 6 days. 


99)— “Untamed Frontier’ (U). 
| Solid $10,000. Last week, “You for 
Me” (M-G), $6,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 

99)—“‘Affair in Trinidad’ (Col): (2d 
wk). Smash $18,000. Last week, 
| $27,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99)— 
|“Big Jim McLain” (WB). Good 
$16,000. Last week, “Son of Ali 
Baba” (U), $9,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99)— 
| “Feudin’ Fools” (Rep) and ‘“‘Woman 
|of North Country” (Rep).- Oke $8,- 
/000 or near. Last week, ‘“Tomor: 
;row Too Late” (Indie), $7,500. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 85-$1.20)— 
| “Diplomatic Courier” (20th) (8th 
| wk). Nice $4,000. Last week, $5,000. 


| ‘McLain’ Sturdy $16,000, 
Denver; ‘Ring’ Wow 7!4G 


Denver, Sept. 2. 

“The Ring,” on world preem 
,here at the Rialto, packed the 
,house and is heading for record 
| session. Will hold. Greatest money 
| for one house is going to “Big Jim 
| McLain” which shapes very ‘ig at 
the Paramount. “Where’s Char- 
ley” looms just good in two houses. 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” is only 
fair in three locations. 
| Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 50-85)— 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th) 
and “To Shores Tripoli” (20th) 
(Continued on page 17) 








Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50-| 





‘Paleface’ Hefty $25,000, 
Toronto; ‘Arms’ Big 116 


Toronto, Sept. 2. 


“Son of Paleface” is topping the 
town with smash biz, with “Dream- 
boat” and “World in His Arms” 
also way up in the upper brackets. 
On holdovers. “Lovely to Look At,” 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” and 
“Greatest Show” are contributing to 
generally lusty returns. 

Estimates for This Week 

Crest, Downtown, Glendale, May- 
fair, Scarboro, State (Taylor) 
(863; 1,059; 955; 470; 698; 694; 35- 
60)—“Capt. Black Jack” (IFD) and 
“Talk About Stranger” (M-G). 
Light $10,000. Last week, “Robin- 
son Crusoeland” (IFD) and “Wild 
Stallion” (Mono), $13,500. 

Eglinton -(FP) (1,080; 40-80)— 
“Diplomatic Courier” (20th). Fine 
$8,000. Last week, “Wild Heart” 
(RKO) (2d wk), $5,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 50-80)— 
“Son of Paleface” (Par). Great 
$25,000. Last week, “One Minute 
to Zero” (RKO) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,748; 50-80)— 
“Lovely to Look At” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Hefty $14,000. Last week, ditto. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th) 


| (2d wk). Lusty $12,000. Last week, 


$16,000. 


Shea’s (FP) (2,396; 40-80) — 
“Greatest Show” (Par) (3d wk). 


| Still lusty at $12,500. Last week, 
| same. 


Tivoli, University (FP) (1,436; 
1,558; 40-80)—‘“Dreamboat” (20th). 
Big $15,000. Last week, “Sudden 
Fear” (RKO) (2d wk), $8,500. 

Uptown ‘Loew) (2,743; 40-80)— 
“World in His Arms” (U). Big $11,- 
000. Last week, “Just Across the 
Street” (U) $6,000. 


‘Widow Merry 
$20,000,-St. Loo 


St. Louis, Sept. 2. 


Influx of out-of-towners for 
Labor Day plus solid screen fare 
and favorable theatre weather is 
boosting turnstile activity at main- 
stem houses this week. Helped by 
neat bally, “Merry Widow” is head- 
ing for a giant total at Loew’s. 
“Lure of Wilderness” looms good 
at the Fox while “Outcast of Is- 
lands” shapes strong on holdover 
at Shady Oak. “The River” is rated 
fast at Pageant while “What Price 
Glory’ is unusually*big on move- 
over at the Missouri. Same is true 
of “Jumping Jacks” in second Am- 





| bassador session. 


Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-75) 
—‘“Jumping Jacks” (Par) and 
“World in His Arms” (U) (2d wk). 
Solid $11,000 after big $15,000 first 
session. 

Fox (F&M) 5,000; 60-75)— 
“Lure of Wilderness” (20th) and 
“Outcasts of Poker Flat” (20th). 
Good $14,000. Last week, “What 
Price Glory” (20th) and ‘“Feudin’ 
Fools” (Mono), cocko $17,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
“Merry Widow” (M-G). Wow $20,- 
000. Last week, “Affairs in Trini- 
dad” (Col) and “Harem Girl” (Col) 
(2d wk), neat $13,500. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
“What Price Glory” (20th) and 
“Feudin’ Fools” (Mono) (m.o.s). 
Big $11,500. Last week, “Where’s 
Charley” (WB) and “Capt. Pirate” 
(Col), okay $11,000. 

Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; 
90)—“‘The River” (UA). Fast $4,- 
000. Last week, “Outcasts of Is- 
lands” (UA) (2d wk), fine $3,500. 

Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; 
90)—“‘Outcasts of Islands” (UA) 
( wk). Fancy $4,500 following 
$4,000 in opening frame. 





‘Noon’ Hot $19,000 in Cincy, ‘Glory’ 


- Big 146, McLain’ Same, Married’ 126 


' Cincinnati, Sept. 2. 
| Major houses are racking up an- 
other round of winners currently. 
“High Noon” is town topper with 
a great total for the big Albee. 
“What Price Glory” is socko in 
the Grand, where it will hold for 
another frame while “Big Jim Mc- 
Lain” at the Palace looms okay. 
“We're Not Married,” another new 
bill, shapes strong at the Capitol. 
Only holdover, “Affair in Trini- 
dad,” has the Lyric in velvet. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-75)— 
“High Noon” (UA). Great $19,000. 
Last week, “Where's Charley” 
(WB), $14,200. 








“We're Not Married” (20th). Swell 
$12,000. Last week, “Don’t Bother 
to Knock” (20th), $11,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
“What Price Glory” (20th). Sock 
$14,000. Holds for second stanza. 
Last week, “You For Me” (M-G) 
and “Models, Inc.” (Indie), oke 
$9,500. 

(RKO) 


Lyric (1,400; 








Fairs Slough Detroit But Paleface’ 
Solid $25,000; McLain’ Modest 11G 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week ...... $2,457,100 
(Based on 19 cities, 182 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 





ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,962,000 


(Based on 23 cities, and 201 
theatres. ) 


"Cery’ Seckaes 
$71,000 Paces D.C. 


Washington, Sept. 2. 











weather here over Labor Day 
weekend. Despite this, few really 
sock sessions emerged, though gen- 
|eral tenor along main stem was 
llively. ‘What Price Glory” at 
Palace is great while “Sally and 
Saint Anne,” helped by Georgia 





|Gibbs onstage, at Capitol is lively. 
i“Sudden Fear” in second week at 
|RKO Keith’s surprised by. biz 


equally as hefty as initial session. 

“Big Jim McClain” at Warner 

looks good. . 
Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew's) (3,434; 55-95)— 
“Sally and St. Anne” (U) plus 
vaude topped by Georgia Gibbs. 
Very lively $24,000. Last week, 
“Don’t Bother to Knock” (20th) 
plus vaude, $21,000. 

DuPont (Lopert) (372; 50-85) — 
“No Resting Place” (Indie). So-so 
$2,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
“Latuko” (Indie) (4th wk), $2,700. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,174; 50-80) 
—‘Whistle Stop” (Indie) and “Pit- 
fall” (Indie) (reissues). Brisk 
$6,500. Last week, “Strange World” 
(Indie), $10,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 50-85) — 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Amuzing $13,000 for second con- 
secutive week. May hold. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 50-80) — 
“What Price Glory” (20th). Great 
$21,000. Last week, “World in 
Arms” (U) (2d wk), $12,000. 

Piayhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-$1) 


Steady $6,000 after $7,000 last 
week, and holds again. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,200; 
50-80)—“‘Narrow, Margin” (RKO). 
Very slim $3,500 for first-run. Last 
week, “Captain Pirate” (Col), so-so 
$4,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,174; 50-80) — 
“Big Jim McClain” (WB). Solid 
$14,500. Last week. ‘Where's 
Charley” (WB), $13,000. 


‘Paleface’ Smash 156, 
K.C.; ‘Arms’ Big 166, 
‘Widow Nice at 156 


Kansas City, Sept. 2. 

Theatre biz is sturdy for the 
holiday week, with “Merry Widow” 
at Midland, “Son of Paleface” ai 
Paramount and “World In His 
Arms” in four Fox Midwest houses 
fighting for top position. ‘“‘Widow” 
and “Paleface” shape good enough 
to hold. “Jim McLain” is fairish at 
Missouri. Weather continues warm, 
but lower than record heat of a 
few weeks back. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 50-75)— 
“Tembo” (RKO). Good $2,000. Ex- 
pected to hold. Last week, ‘“‘Narrow 
Margin” (RKO) (4th wk), $1,200. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 50-75)— 
“Merry Widow” (M-G). Nice $15,- 
000, and holding. Last week, “Af 
fair in Trinidad” (Col) and “Rain- 
bow Round Shoulder” (Col) (2d 
wk), $8,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 50-75)— 
“Big Jim McLain” (Rep) and “‘Con- 
fidence Girl” (UA). Fairish $6,009. 
Last week, “High Noon” (UA) and 
“Two Guys, a Gal’? (UA) (2d wk), 
hefty $8,000. 

Paramount (Tri-States) (1,900; 
50-75)—“‘Son of Paleface” (Par) 
Smash $15,000 or near. Stays over. 
Last week, “Will Rogers” (WB) (2d 
wk-4 days) , nice $4,000. 








55-75)— 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) (m.o.).|(Mono) added at Tower and Gra- 
Okay $7,000 for third week down- | 


Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
nada (Fox Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 
700; 1,217; 50-75)—“World In His 
Arms” (U) and “‘Kansas Territory” 





nada. Big $16,000. Last week, “‘Dip- 


town. Last week, “Jumping Jacks” | lomatic Courier” (20th) with “Afri- 


(Par) (m.o.), nine days, fine $9,000. | 


can Treasure” (Mono) at Tower and 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)—)| Granada, $13,000. 


“Big Jim McLain” (WB). 


Okay | 


Vogue (Golden) (550; 50-85)— 


$14,000. Last week, “Affair in | “City Lights” (UA) (reissue). Mod- 


00. 


Trinidad” (Col) (2d wk), big $11,-| erate $1400. Last week. “Blithe | 
‘Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)—/5 » big $ a “ae week, Ene 


iSpirit” (Indie) (2d wk), $1,200. 


Pix biz was boosted by the wet | 





° : Detroit, Sept. 2 

Opening of the State Fair, a 
huge international Aviation Expo- 
sition, motorboat races and the 
usual Labor Day weekend exodus 
into the hinterlands all are cut} 


. . in 
into film grosses this week. H rn 
ever, “Son of Paleface” looks 
sturdy to pace newcomers at he 


Michigan. “Merry Widow” looks 
fairly good at the Adams. “Big Jim 
McLain” is moderate at the Palms 
Others are holdovers, with “Sud. 
den Fear” at the Fox holding by st 
{but it is only. mild. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000: 70-95)— 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO) and “Narrow 
Margin” (RKO) (2d wk). Down to 
$19,000. Last week, fine $31.000 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
| 70-95)—“Son of Paleface” (Par) 
;and “Lady in Iron Mask” (20th). 
| Solid $25,000. Last week, “Affair 
in Trinidad” (Col) and “Just Across 
| Street” (U) (2d wk), $22,000. 
Palms (UD) (2,961; 70-95)—" Big 
| Jim McLain” (WB) and “Duel at 
| Silver Creek” (U). Modest $11,000. 
|Last week, “Diplomatic Courier” 
(20th) and “‘Wagon’s West” (Mono) 
$10,500. ps ‘ 

Madison (UD) (1,900: '70-95)~ 
“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) and 
“Just Across Street” (U) (mo). 
Fancy $15,000 for third week down- 
town. Last week, “Carrie” (Par) (2d 
wk), mild $9,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70-95) 
—‘“Dreamboat” (20th) and “Holi- 
days for Sinners” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Off to $8,000. Last week, lofty 
$14,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700: 70-95)— 
“Merry Widow” (M-G). Good $10- 
000. Last week, “World in Arms” 
(U) (4th wk), big $6,000. 


Rain Boosts Mpls. B.0.; 
‘Paleface’ Tall $14,000, 
‘Sky’ Big 126, ‘Carrie’ 56 
Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 
Firstruns were greatly aided by 
rains and cool wave during long 
weekend Labor Day holiday. This 
helped the showhouses in battling 
the tag end of the tough Minne- 


sota State Fair competition. Result 
is that such newcomers as “Son of 








| Paleface,” “Big Sky” and “Carrie” 
—‘“High Treason” (Indie) (2d wk).| are doing nicely. All three are off 


to fast starts. Holdovers of ‘‘Great- 
est Show,” “World in His Arms” 
and “What Price Glory” all are 
shaping well in their second weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1.600: 50-76)— 
“You For Me” (M-G). Scanty $3,- 
000. Last week, “Jumping Jacks” 
(Par) (3d wk), $4,000. 

Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 50-76)— 
“World in His Arms” (U) (2d wk). 
Has ceme through nicely. Still hot 
at $5,000. Last week. $6,500. 

Lyric (Par) (1,000: 50-76)— 
“Greatest Show” (Par) (2d wk). Go- 
ing great guns at $8,500 on pop- 
scale run. Last week, $10,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 
“Son of Paleface’ (Par). This is a 
Bob Hope town and stamp of ap- 
proval goes on this new comedy. 
Fancy $14,000. Last week, ‘‘Where’s 
Charley” (WB), $7,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 
40-76)—“Big Sky” (RKO). Lofty 
$12.000. Last week, “‘Island of De- 
sire” (UA), $5,000. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 40-76)— 
“Duel at Silver Creek” (U) and 
“Last Train from Bombay” (Col). 
Brisk $5.500. Last week, “Affair in 
Trinidad” (Col) (2d wk), $5.000. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-76)— 
“What Price Glory” (20th) (2d wk). 
Tall $7,000. Last week, big $9.000. 

World (Mann) (400; 85-$1.20)— 
“Carrie” (Par). Givin® good boxe 
office account of itself. Sockeroo 
$5,000 or better. Last week, “We're 
Not Married” (20th) (3d wk), big 
$2,900 


‘ZERO’ WOW $17,000, 
SEATTLE; ‘KNOCK’ 126 


Seattle, Sept. 2. 

With the. fall season at hand, 
tempo at first-runs show biz is fast- 
er than recently. “Don’t Bother to 
Knock” at Coliseum and “Jim Mc- 
Lain” at Orpheum both are big. 
But the real standout is “One 
Minute to Zero,” terrific at Liberty. 

Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,829; 65- 
90) — “Don’t Bother to Knock 
(20th) and “Smoky Canyon” (Col). 
Solid $12,000. Last week, “Island 
of Desire” (UA) and “Assassins for 
Hire” (Lip) (2d wk), $8,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,366; 








'65-90) —“Trinidad” (Col) and 


“Rainbow Round Shoulder” (Col) 
(Continued on page 17) 
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VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES ? 





My Gal’-Clooney Top Chi, Great 606; 
Glory’ Solid 266, “Jacks Giant 426, 
‘McLain’ Lusty 256, ‘Arms’ 24G, 2d 





Chicago, Sept. 2. + 


Long Labor Day weekend, filled 
with top product, is proving highly 
profitable for Loop theatres. Flock 
of visitors who have come in plus 
the many locals, who are staying at 
home, are filling the downtown 
houses. Holiday prices plus the 
hiked scale at some spots also is 
helping. “Has Anybody Seen My 
Gal” at the Chicago hypoed by 
Rosemary Clooney personal should 
register a smash $60,000. 

“What Price Glory” at the Ori- 
ental is headed for very nice $26, 
000 while “Jumping Jacks” at the 
Woods is irsing to a socko $42,000. 

Roosevelt with “Big Jim. Mc- 
Lain” and “Crfpple Creek’ looks 
bright $25,000. Grand looks nice 
with “Untamed Frontier’ and 
“Lost in Alaska” at $16,000. | 


Second week entry “World in| 
His Arms” is showing great stay- | 
ing power with $24,000 at the 
State-Lake. “Greatest Show” is 
winding up its 17-week stay at | 
Palace with a lush session. Second | 
week of “Island of Desire” and | 
“Holiday For Sinners” is okay at | 
United Artists. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) 
—‘‘Anvbody Seen My Gal” (U) 
with Rosemary Clooney heading 
vaude. Socko $60,000. Last week, 
“Where's Charley” (WB) with 
Frances Langford (2d wk), $38.000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Untamed Frontier’ (U) and “Lost 
in Alaska” (U). Perky $16,000. Last 
week. “Las Vegas Story” (RKO) | 
and “Half-Breed” (RKO) (2d wk), | 
$10,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98)— 
“What Price Glory” (20th). Gather- 
ing tall $26,000. Last week, “Son 
of Paleface” (Par) (4th wk), 
$24.000. . 

Palace (Eitel) (2,500; 98-$1.25)-—— | 
“Greatest Show” (17th-fina] wk). 
Siurdy $25.000. Last week, $24.000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Big Jim McLain” (WB) and “Crip- 
~ Creek” (Col). Action fare fans 

uving this with terrific $25,000. | 
Last week. “Don’t Bother To} 
Knock” (20th) and “Glory’s Alley” | 
(M-G) (2d wk). $18,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 55-98) | 
—‘‘World in His Arms” (U) (2d 
wk). Holding up very big with $24,- 
000. Last week. terrific $34,000. 

Surf (H&E Balaban) (685: 98)— 
“Encore” (Par) (5th wk). 
$6.000. Last week, same. 

United Artists (B&K) (1.700; 55- 
98\—“‘Island Of Desire” (UA) and 
“Holiday Sinners’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $10,000. Last week. $17,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98)— 
“Jumping Jacks" (Par). Sockeroo 
$42,000. Last week, “Big Sky” 
(RKO) (4th wk), $13,500. 

World (Indie) (587; 98)— 
“Young and Dammed” Indie) (6th 
wk). Strong $4,000. Last week, 
$4,400. 


uy’ ’ -_ 
Widow’ Fat 136, L’ ville; 

‘ ’ 

Paleface’ Hefty $11,000, 
‘ * 9 é‘ ’ 

McLain’ 746, ‘Glory’ 66 

Louisville, Sept. 2. 

Downtown biz looks very healthy 
this week, Labor Day weekend 
helping to push the takes on cur- 
rent bills. Plenty of juve and col- 
lege age patrons are piling into the 
Kentucky to gander “What Price 
Glory” while “Merry Widow” at 
the State is wrapping up a nice 
gross. “Big Jim McLain” at the 
Mary Anderson and “Son of Pale- 
face” at the Rialto also represent 
strong tare. 

£stimates for This Week 

_Kentucky (Switow) (1,000; 54- 
75)\—"What Price Glory” (20th) 
and “Rose Bowl Story” (Mono). 
Looks virile $6,000 or near. Last 
week, “Island of Desire’ (UA) and 
Army Bound” (UA) (2d wk), ex- 
cellent $4,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
54-75\—"Big Jim McLain” (WB). 











Punchy | 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; i. e., 
without the 20% tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘Widow’ Bright 
$33,000 Tops Hu 


Boston, Sept. 2. 

“Son of Paleface” at Met shapes 
strong but “Merry Widow” looms 
standout with brisk takings in two 
theatres. “What Price Glory” in 
second frame at Boston looks solid. 
“Big Jim McLain” at Paramount 
and Fenway is another fancy win- 
ner. 

Estimates For This Week 

Astor (B&Q) 1.500; 50-95)—“Af- 
fair in Trinidad” (Col) 3d wk) Off | 
to slightly under $7,000 for third | 
frame following big $9,800 for sec- 
ond. 

Beacon Hill (Beacon Hill) (682; 
50-90\—"‘High Noon” (UA) and 
“The Prowler” (UA). Opened Sun- 
day (31). Last week, “Bank Dick” 
(U) and “Litttle Chickadee” (U) 
reissues, oke $3,000 in second week. 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 40-85) 
“What Price Glory’ (20th) and 
“Last Train Bombay” (Col) (2d 
wk). Stout $12,000 after slick $19,- 
500 for first. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-80)— 
“Island Rescue” (U). Opened ‘Sun- 
day (31). Last week, “Edward and 
Caroline” (Indie) (2d wk), $3,900. 

Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
“Big Jim McLain” (WB) and “Rose 
Bowl Story” (Mono). Socko $5,500. 
Last week, “Don’t Bother’ to 











Knock” (20th) and “Army Bound” | 


(Mono), $5,000. 


Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO) and “Capt. 
Black Jack” (Indie) (2d wk). Still 
high at fancy $23,000 following 
smash $30,000 first week. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,367: 40-85) 
—‘‘Son of Paleface” (Par) and 
“The Jungle” (Lip). Strong $22,- 
000. Last week, “Carrie” (Par) and 
“Feudin’ Fools” (Indie) (2d wk), 
sluggish $8,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Merry Widow” (M-G). Big $20,000. 
Last week, ‘“Dreamboat’’ (20th) and 
“Holiday for Sinners’ (MG), 
opened strong but skidded to mod- 
est $.9,500 in 11 days. 

Paramount (NET) (1,700: 40-85) 
—‘Big Jim McLain” (WB) and 
“Rose Bowl Story” (Mono). Nice 
$15,000. Last week, “Don’t Bother 


to Knock” (20th) and “Army 
Bound” (Mono), $14,000. 
State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 


“Merry Widow” (MG). Nice $13,- 
000. Last week. “Dreamboat” (20th) 


and “Holiday for Sinners” (MG), | 


sluggish $10,000 in 11 days. 





‘Show’ Greatest Thing 
In Prov., Lusty $15,000 


Providence, Sept. 2. 

“Greatest Show on Earth” is 
leading the town with an upped 
scale at the Strand. Also playing 
to better than average biz is the 
State’s “Affair in Trinidad.” RKO 
Albee’s “Sudden Fear” looms big 
while “What_ Price Glory” is okay 
at Majestic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO) and “Kan- 
sas Territory’ (Mono). Big $9,000. 





Solid $7,500, summer peak here. 
Last week, “Where's 
(WB), strong $7,000. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; | “What 


“Wagons West” (Mono), Oke $7,500. | “Island of Desire’ shapes great at 


| Knock” (20th) and “Captain Jack” | 
54-75) — | (Indie), $8,000. 

Sturdy I = 4 ; 
$13.000 in sight. Last week, “World | “Affair in Trinidad” (Col). 
in His Arms” (U) an@ “Holiday for | $12,000. 


54-75)—“Son of Paleface” (Par). 
Healthy $11,000. Last week, “Robin 
Hood” (RKO), $10,000 and m.o. 

_., State (Loew's) (3,000; 
Merry Widow” (M-G). 


Sinners” (M-G), oke $9,000. 
Strand (FA) (1,200; 54-75)—“Be- 
ware. My Lovely” (RKO) and “Bal 


Charley” | and “Breakdown” (Real), $7,500. 
Majestic 


Last week, “Les Miserables” (20th) 


‘Paleface’ Boff $9,000 
In Omaha; ‘Glory’ 1026, 
‘King Kong’ Mighty 116 


Omaha, Sept. 2. 
“King Kong” is smashing a 
three-year gross mark at the Bran- 
deis with a sensational $12,000 
this session. It may be held over. 
Theatre went for TV ads and heavy 
newspaper space. “Son of Paleface 
at the Omaha also looms sock 
“What ‘Price Glory” at the Or 
pheum shapes fine. “As You Were 
wound with a fine week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“King Kong” (RKO) and “Leopard 
Man” (RKO) (reissues). Sensational 
$11,000. Last week, “Affair in Trin- 
idad” (Col) (2d wk), good $5,500. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
—“Son of Paleface” (Par). Socko 
$9,000 or near. Last week, “Ivory 
Hunter” (U) and “No Room for 
Groom” (U), big $9,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
70)—"‘What Price Glory” (20th) and 
“Fort Osage” (Mono). Fine $10,- 
500. Last week, “High Noon” (UA) 
and “Glory Alley” (M-G), $11,000. 
State (Goldberg) (865; 25-76)— 
“Merry Widow” (M-G). Started 
Monday (1). Last week, “Island of 
Desire” (UA) and “As You Were” 
(Lip). Fast $7,000. In ahead, “Pat 


Story” (M-G) (2d wk), $6,000. 


‘Paleface’ Powerful 226, 
Frisco; ‘Jim McLain’ Stout 
$18,000, ‘Tomorrow’ 14 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 
Holiday exodus with State Fair 
drawing heavily is not hurting biz 
as much as feared here currently. 
Standout is “Son of Paleface,” 
smash at Paramount. “Big Jim Mc- 
Lain’ also looms very big at Golden 
Gate while “Ivanhoe” is climbing 
ahead of previous session to land 
great total at Warfield in fifth 
week. “Where’s Charley” looks 
socko at the St. Francis. Playing 
first three theatre day-date engage- 
ment in city’s history, “Tomorrow 
Is Too Late” is doing nicely at 
Clay, Stagedoor and Larkin. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 65- 





$18,000. 


ental Evil” (Indie), sad $8500. 

Fox (FWC) (4.651; 65-95)— 
“Big Sky” (RKO) (2d wk). Down 
to $7,500 in 5 days. Last week, 
| Sees $18,500. . 

Warfield (Loew’s) (2.656: 80- 
$1.50)—“‘Ivanhoe” (M-G) (5th wk). 
Climbing to great $18,000. Last 
week, fine $16,000. 


“Son of Paleface’ (Par). Smash 
$22,000. Last week, “‘Wagons West” 
(Mono) plus vaude headed by Li- 
onel Hampton orch, oke $32,500 at 
$1-$1.25 scale. 

St. Francis (Par) (1.400; 65-95)— 
“Where’s Charley” (WB). Sock $12. 
000. Last week, “Carrie” (Par) (3d 
wk), nice $7,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2.448; 65- 
95)—"Captain Pirate’ (Col) and 
“Wall of Death” (Indie). Color- 
less $7,500. Last week, “Duel At 
Silver Creek” (U) and “Lost In 
Alaska” (U), oke $10,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207; 
65-95)—“‘High Noon” (UA) (5th 
wk). Holding steady at . $7,500. 
Last week, ditto. 

Stagedoor (A-R) (370; (85-$1)— 
“Tomorrow Is Too Late” (Indie). 
Solid $5,500 or near. Last week. 
“Franchise Affair’ (Indie) and 
“Tale of Five Women” (Indie) (2d 
wk), $2,600. 

Clay (Rosener) (400: 
“Tomorrow Too Late” (Indie). Fine 
$4,000. Last week, “Kind Hearts, 
Coronets” (UA) (reissue), $2,000. 

Larkin (Rosener) (400: 65-85)— 
“Tomorrow Too Late” (Indie). 
Great $4,500. Last week. “Faith- 
ful City’ (RKO), $2,600. 


‘Jacks’ Rousing $23,000, 
Mont’l; ‘Glory’ Hot 216 


Montreal, Sept. 2. 
Most first-runs are doing big to 
smash biz here this week. “Jump- 
ing Jacks” is pacing the field with 
a sockeroo session at the Capitol 
while “What Price Glory” also is 








(Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
Price Glory” (20th) and 
“Don’t 


Last week, Bother’ to 


State (Loew) (3.200; 44-65)— 


Last week, “Dreamboat” 
(20th) and “Last Train Bombay” 


} (Col), $9,000. 
| Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 85)— 


Tabarin” (RKO). Medium $5,000 in | “Greatest Show” (Par). Sock $15,- 


Sight. Last week, “Fighter” (UA)! if 
(UA), | and “Storm Over Tibet” (Col) (2d 
‘wk, $5,500. i 


and “Outcast 
$4,000. 


of Islands” 


Last week, “High Noon” (UA) 


very big at Loew’s. “Pat and Mike” 
jhas a stout week in prospect. 


the small-seater Orpheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C.T.) (2,626: 
“Pat & Mike” (M-G). 


} 


| (Rep), okay $10,000. 

: Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60:\— 
i“Jumping Jacks” (Par). Smash 
$23,000. Last week, “Diplomatic 
| Courier” (20th) (2d wk), fine $12,- 
| 000. 
Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)\-— 

(Continued on page 17) 


and Mike” (M-G) and “Washington | 


95)—"“Big Jim McLain” (WB). Big | 
Last week. “Washington | 
Storv” (M-G) and “House Of Ori- | 


Paramount (Par) (2,646; 65-95)— | 


65-85)— | 


The long Labor Day weekend, 
with the usual tilted holiday scales, 
is giving Broadway first-run busi- 
ness a great .hypo this session. 
| Soaring trade is pushing totals to 
almost the same level as a year 
|:go for comparable period, many 
|houses being even or ahead of the 
| preceding week. Strong showing 
is being made despite the fact the 
Street is almost 100° holdover or 
extended-run. : 

Cool weather and rain gave most 
|spots their biggest Sunday (31) of 
lthe year. All-day downpour Labor 
|Day (Mon.), however, undoubt- 
'edly hurt that day’s intake. Some 
managers felt that there were 
'fewer visitors than usual for the 
iholiday, possibly because some 
| out-of-towners visited N. Y. for 
ithe Legion parades the previous 
| week or could not make definite 
| hotel reservations, since the final 
|contingent of Legionnaires did not 
|quit the city until late Friday. 

New boxoffice champion is 
|\“Crimson Pirate,” with stageshow 
headed by Louis Armstrong and his 
All-Stars, Gordon Jenkins band 
and chorus plus Ballantine, at the 
Paramount. Combo wound up the 
first week with smash $102,000, 
| after establisihng a record of $23,- 
1800 for Sunday business, Aug. 31. 
The other new bill is “Devil Makes 
Three” with a fancy $18,000 at the 





|Globe. Usual weekly change at the | 


Palace has “Woman of North 
Country” and eight acts of vaude 
heading for a stout $28,000. 


hoe” with stageshow at the Music 


Hall and is the biggest five-week 
stretch for any pic at the house. 

“What Price Glory” with Mel 
layout is pushing up ahead of 
$95,000 at the Roxy. 
quite up to Labor Day week a year 





|est Sundays in its history. 

“Quiet Man” continues 
noisy at the Capitol boxoffice, 
| beating the first week by hitting 
a sockeroo $68,000 in second round. 
|“Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima” 
{continues very firmly at $23,000 or 
near in initial holdover session at 
the Astor, and is likewise solid at 
the Bijou, where it’s on two-a-day, 
upped-scale policy. 

“High Noon” soared higher than 
| previous round to land a rousing 
$25,000 in sixth week at the May- 
fair. “Affair in Trinidad” also 
topped its preceding week with big 
$23,000 for fifth frame at the Vic- 
toria. “Big Sky” held in great 
fashion with $27,000 for second 
Criterion stanza. 

“Sudden Fear” continues smash 
with $30,000 in fourth week at the 
State. “Les Miserables” looms fair 
$13,000 in third frame at Rivoli. 

“Ivory Hunter,” which hit a new 
house record opening week, con- 
tinues socko at $11,500 in second 
session at the Trans-Lux 52d 
Street. “Stranger in Between" at 
Fine Arts; “Encore” at Normandie; 
“Man in White Suit” at Sutton; 
and “Lady Vanishes” at Trans-Lux 
60th Street, all are topping the 
preceding week’s totals. ’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
—‘Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima” 
(WB) (2d wk). Second round hold- 
ing very firmly at about $23,000 in 
week ending today (Wed.). First 
week was socko $30,000 but some- 
what below expectancy, Legion ac- 
tivities apparently cutting into final 
two days of session. Stays indef. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—‘‘Miracle of Lady Fatima” 
(WB) (2d wk). Continues very 
stoutly with $8,500 in initial hold- 
over frame ending today (‘Wed.). 
Holding. First week was fine $7.- 
800 in 10 shows. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 70-$1.50) 
—“Quiet Man” (Rep) (2d wk). Still 
smash, with first holdover stanza 
ending today likely to hit $68,000 
or near. First week was huge $67,- 
000, over hopes. Here for longrun. 

Criterion (Mogs) (1,700; 50-$1.85) 
— ‘Big Sky” (RKO) (3d wk). Sec- 
|ond session ended Monday (1), tak- 
ling in Labor Day, registered great 


' 





a 





| Broadway was swamped with peo- 


pie. 

| Fine Arts (Davis) (468; 90-$1.80) 

|—‘Stranger in tween” (U) (3d 

wk). Second week ended Monday 

/(1) continued very big at $7,800. 

‘First week was smash $7,700. 
Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.50) 


Sensation of the week is “Ivan- | 
Hall where $173,000 on the fifth | 


stanza is likely, This is one of the | 
greatest fifth weeks ever at the | 


Torme and iceshow topping stage | 


initial stanza’s total with a brisk ; 
While not | 


ago, the Roxy had one of the great- | 


very | 


Bway Soars Despite Holdovers; 
Pirate -Armstrong-Jenkins Smash 
$102,000, Devil’ Fancy $18,000 


—“Devil Makes Three’ (M-G). 
First frame ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) is heading for fast $18,- 
000. In ahead, “Francis To West 
| Point” (U), fair $11,000, 

| Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 50-$1.50) 
|—“High Noon” (UA) (6th wk). Cur- 
| rent week climbing to wow $25,000. 
| First week was fancy $20,000. Con- 
| tinues. 

Normandie (Normandie The- 
jatres) (592; 95-$1.80)—‘“Encore” 
| (Par) (23rd wk). The 22d stanza 
| ended last night (Tues.) was big 
$6,000 after okay $5,300 for 2I1st 
week, making a great run for this 
pic, first one to play at this new 
arty house. 
| Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-$1.40)— 
i*Woman of North Country” (Rep) 
|with 8 acts of vaude. Fine $28,- 
000. Last week, “Untamed Fron- 
| tier” (U) with vaude, big $26,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 80-$1.80) 
—‘Crimson Pirate’ (WB) with 
Louis Armstrong and his All-Stars, 
|Gordon Jenkins orch, Ballantine 
| topping stage bill (2d wk). First 
{session ended last night (Tues.) 
| hit sock $102,000. May hold three 
| weeks. In ahead, “Jumping Jacks” 
| (Par) plus. stageshow headed’ by 
| Don Cornell, Elliot Lawrence orch 
1 (5th wk) big $67,000 to wind up 
| great long run, “Jacks” held-long- 
ier than any film to play Par Aag- 
| ship this year, 

Park Ave. (Reade) (583; 90-$1.50) 
—“Brandy for Parson” (Mayer) 
|(3d wk). Current round ending 
| Friday (5) looks to hit $4,200 after 
$5,600 for second week. “Mons. 
Fabre” (Indie) opens Saturday (6). 

Paris (Indie) (568; $1.25-$1.80)— 
“Casque D'or” (Discina) (3d wk). 
| Second session ended Sunday (31) 
| held at fancy $8,000 after $8,200 





opening week. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
|fellers) (5.945; 80-$2.40)\—“Ivan- 
hoe” (M-G) with stageshow (5th 
wk). Still holding ih sensational 
| fashion with $173,000 as compared 
with terrific $167,000 for fourth 
|week. Set for sixth stanza and 
several more, judging from pres- 
ent remarkable pace. This repre- 
sents biggest five-week stretch 
made by any pic at the Hall. 

Rivoli (UAT) (2,092; 70-$1.50)— 
“Les Miserables” (20th) (3d wk). 
Current stanza ending today (Wed.) 
shapes to get fair $13,000 after 
fine $20,000 for. second. “Snows 
of Kilimanjaro” (20th) due in 
| next. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$2.20)— 
“What Price Glory” (20th) with 
Mel Torme, Elliott Reid, iceshow 
topping stageshow (2d-final wk). 
Winding up with brisk $95,000 to 
top initial stanza. It had been 
planned to hold for a third session 
but decision was made Thursday 
(28) to stay only two weeks, as 
originally planned, First week was 
nice $86,000. “Monkey Business” 
(20th) with stageshow headed by 
Kyle MacDonnell and Hawaiian 
Nights ice revue opens Ftiday (5). 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Sudden Fear” (RKO) (4th wk). 
Continues smash with $30,000 like- 
ly after wow $32,000 for third 
round, Stays on. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
“Man in White Suit” (U) (22d wk). 
Still solid at $7,500 in 21st stanza 
ended Monday (1) after $6,600 for 
20th week. Continues on. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
90-$1.50)—“‘Lady Vanishes” (Indie) 
(reissue) (5th wk). Continues okay 
| with $5,400 as against a nice $4,000 
for fourth week. 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
$1.50)—“Ivory Hunter” (U) (3d wk). 
Initial holdover round ended Sun- 
day (31) held at great $11,500 after 
new high of $13,500 here was es- 
tablished in first week. Looks in 
|for long run. 
| Vietoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 70- 
| $1.80)\—“Affair in Trinidad” (Col) 
(6th wk). Fifth frame ended last 
| night (Tues.) was big $23,000 to top 
jlast week's great $21,000. Con- 


tinues on. 


Movie Memory Club 


Disk jockey Joe Franklin has or- 
| ganized a “Movie Memory Club” 
| and will screen oldtime silents Sat- 
urday evenings at the President 
| Theatre, N. Y., starting this Sat- 











34-60)— | $27,000. First week was giant $38,-| urday (6). 
Big $17,000. 500. Length of pic is blamed for | 
Big | Last week, “Dream of Jeanie” slow turnover on Sunday (31) when | with a two-hour, two-feature pres- 


Admission has been set at $1, 


| entation program to be continuous 
|from 8 p.m. to 2 a.m. Initial re- 
| vivals are “Peck’s Bad Boy,” made 
jin 1920 with Jackie Coogan, and 
| “Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,” star- 
| ring Sheldon Lewis, produced the 
same year, 
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“French Prod. fas Heading for Goal 


Of 110 Films in 


2°33; 19 Shooting 





Paris, Aug. 26. 

Current film production, prepar- 
ation and completion of pix shows 
the French lineup on schedule for 
the 110 films set-for the 1952-53 sea- 
son. There are 35 films in prepar- 
ation, 19 being shot, eight just 
completed and eight have been 
started, making 70 in the offing. 
This is in addition to the unre- 
leased backlog which brings pro- 
duction up to par. 

New policy here on the film 
aid law will try to alleviate indis- 
criminate handouts in hopes of 
boosting the quality of French pro- 
duction. This lack of quality has 
put a dent in the foreign market 
for French fare. In pre-production 
are five big costumers. Pierre Bil- 
jon will direct a version of “The 
Merchant of Venice” in Italy as a 
Franco-Italo coproduction with 
Michel Simone and Andre Debar. 
Raymond Bernard will do another 
version of Alexandre Dumas’ “Ca- 
mille,” with Micheline  Presle. 
Christian-Jaque will do a glorified 
version of the poisonous ‘‘Lucrecia 
Borgia” with Martine Carol. Pic 
also will be done in _ Italy. 
Andre Taguet brings Leo Tolstoy’s 
“Resurrection” to the screen again 
in October. Roger Vercel has a 
*“Joan of Arc” to be made in 1953. 

Eight Gallic comedies and com- 
edy-dramas are also on the agenda. 
Jean Boyer will do “100 Francs A 
Second,” based on a radio quiz 
show. Robert Vernay’s “Double Or 
Nothing” also brings the zany 
emsee of this show, Zappy Max. 


Others include the background of’ 


Paris in “The Lottery of Happi- 
ness” in which Jean Gehret uses a 
winning lottery ticket gimmick to 
looksee into various lives; “Apart- 
ment To Let” directed by Andre 
Cerf; “Paris Folies” concerning 
the Paris Music Halls; and a farce 
by Pierre Louis, “You Are, All 
Welcome.” 

Crime is highlighted in “Evil Is 
My Destiny”; Christian Stengel’s 
“The House of Crime” and Emile 
Couzinet’s ‘‘When Will You Die?” 
pix now in preparation. Other 
films with reputed U. S. appeal 
are the new Julian Duvivier film 
“Henriette’s Holiday’; “The Gift” 
with Roberto Benzi, boy prodigy 
conductor; Jacques Becker’s look- 
see into the female psyche in 
“Women”; and Geza Radvanyi’s 

(Continued on page 11) 


Edinburgh Fete Drawing 
Record Crowds, Coin But 
Orchestral Shows NSG 


Edinburgh, Sept. 2. 
Swamped with visitors from 
many countries, the Edinburgh In- 
ternational Festival looks set to 
pull in more coin than ever before, 
although the tightness of pounds is 
slightly reflected in poorer attend- 

ance at certain orchestral shows. 
Demand for other events can 
hardly be met. Hamburg State 
Opera, for“instance, at King’s The- 
atre, could draw twice as much 
biz as able to do with its capacity 
while the limited number of per- 
formances of “The River Line” and 
Emlyn Williams spouting Dickens 
at the Lyceum Theatre brought 
SRO response. 





Ballet at the Empire, normally a 
vaudery. R 

Despite its being an oldie, “Ro- 
meo and Juliet” is drawing crowds 
for performances at the Assembly 
Hall, where the Scot ballad opera, 
“Highland Fair,” also has done 
Clicko biz. 

Musical show organizers are 
seeking a reason for the poorer at- 
tendance. Most obvious is that, 
each fall, more and more unofficial 
presentations are staged on the 
fringe of the Festival, and that 


these naturally exact a big toll. 


Coin is tight with the home peo- 
ple. The ice spectacle, “Rose 
Marie on Ice,” is also offering com- 
petition, being staged in the nabe 
ice rink at Murrayfield. 

Tyrone Guthrie, ace director, 


who has been directing “The High- 


land Fair,” with actors from Glas- 
gow Citizens’ 
British Old Vic, declared that bal- 
let is on the way out and that light 
Opera and musicals are on the way 
in. “Oklahoma,” he said, had ush- 
ered in a new era, for in America 
musical comedy attracted the best 


Moderate Run Seen For 
Brit. ‘Bells of St. Martin’s’ 


London, Sept. 2. 


“The Bells of St. Martin’s,” new 
intimate révue which opened at the 
St. Martin’s Friday (29), is an un- 
pretentious, non-satirical revue 
below sophisticated West End 
standards. Redeemed by perform- 
ance of Douglas Byng, show has 
fair hopes for a moderate run. 


Revue, being presented by 23- 
year-old Francis Essex, London’s 
youngest impresario, was written 
by Essex and Richard Waring, with 
additional material by Sandy Wil- 
son and Jimmy Dyrenforth. Di- 
rected by W. Lyon Shaw, cast in- 


cludes Hattie Jacques, Gretchen 
Franklin, Peter Felgaie, Peter 
Glover, Waring, John Rutland, 


Joan Elvin, John Cronin, Pamela 
Hill, Patricia Kelly, Terence Theo- 
bald and Gillian Barton, 


20 Films Readied 





Brit. Producers Obtain 
30 German Pic Licenses 


London, Sept. 2. 

British producers have been al- 
located 30 import licenses by Ger- 
man authorities for the year which 
began Sept 1. Licenses carry per- 
mission to transfer earnings to the 
UK via the Anglo-German ex- 
change control. Allocation of li- 
censes will be made by the British 
Film Producers Assn. via arrange- 
ment with the Board of Trade and 
the German authorities. A meeting 
of the BFPA export policy com- 
mittee has been called for Sept. 
16 to make the first allotments. 

Films which qualify for consid- 
eration must have a British quota 
ticket and the Germany rights 
must be owned by a member of | 
the BFPA or by some other British 
| producer or distributor. 


Two-Thirds of All Eady 





Brit. Pix Rentals Declined in ’ 
At Home: Foreign Films Showed Gain 


* 





Hylton to Take ‘Madam’ 
To Glasgow for 6 Wks. 


Glasgow, Aug. 26. 


Jack Hylton, British producer, 
has set a deal with theatre chief 
Stewart Cruikshank, of Howard & 
Wyndham, to bring a production 
of the Irving Berlin Musical, “Cail 
Me Madam,” to the King’s Thea- 
tre here for a six-weeks’ Christmas 
stint. Pieé2 will be a replica of 
the current London Coliseum pro- 
duction, and will also be staged 
by Richard Bird. 

Noele Gordon, Scots-born come- 
dienne, now in “Bet Your Life” 
at the London Hippodrome, will 
star as the American woman am- 





Fund Money to 3 Major 
Prods.; Indies Saueezed 


London, Sept. 2. | 
| When the (final § distribution | 
|comes to be made of the second 
year’s revenue of the Eady fund, 
it will be found that more than 
two-thirds of the gravy is to be 
split among the three major Brit- 
ish producing groups with less than 





By Greeks in 52 


Athens, Sept. 2. 


There have been 20 pix started 
in Greek studios this year, which 
will be ready for release for the 
winter season. Some of them are 
low budget and strictly for Greece 
cinemas or foreign markets having 
big Greek communities. 

Greek films were until recently 
top boxoffice here, and few foreign 
films could outgross the worst of 
them. With the increase in num- 
ber, however, and their bad qual- 
ity, they suffered a decline last 
year. This has forced native pro- 
ducers to pay more attention to 
their production values. There are 
four major studios here with an- 
other six independent producers 
shooting films in small studios. 

Finos Films Studios is doing two 
films, a drama and a comedy, latter 
being “The Cab Driver.” 

AnZervos Studios is shooting 
three films, “Tower of Knights,” 
“Key of Happiness” and a com- 
edy, “Daddy Is Getting Edu- 
cated,” which is based on a suc- 
cessful play. Novak Studios also 
has three films started, “Girl of the 
Harbor,” “The Offspring’ and 
“Let’s Marry Them.” 

Local distributors, , attributing 
the great boxoffice success of 
Greek films to the Grecian dia- 
logue, decided to dub some for- 
eign films this year. Four Ameri- 
can, two Italian, two Mexican and 
one German production‘ are to be 
dubbed this season. However, 
Greek distribs hope the high cost 
of dubbing will be offset by much 
better biz on such foreign pix. 


VIDEOPHONES SHOWN 





London, Sept. 2. 





Theatre and the! 


Television telephones are real 
|novelty at. this year’s National 
| Radio Show, 


the Pye Cod. which two years ago 
demonstrated its color system. 

This phone-plus-vision instru- 
|ment is available for immediate 
| use. For the time being it is un- 
| likely that they can be attached to 
the ordinary domestic or business 
line. Instead the manufacturers in- 
tend to develop the system for 
office and factory intercommunica- 
tion. 

At present prices, each unit 
costs just below $3,000 and at least 
two units would be required in 
any organization. Screens used are 
comparable to the average-size 
| home ones. Normally they are used 
‘in conjunction with a speaker but 
jin view of background noises at 
}the exhibition a hand microphone 
is employed for demonstration pur- 
| poses. 

One feature of the exhibition is 
a large TV studio built at a cost 
of about $60,000 by British Broad- 
‘casting Corp. which will be used 
' for nightly telecasts during the 10- 
‘day run of the show. 

In design and appearance, there 


of composers, designers and sing-| appears to be little change in the 


ers. But it was not so in Britain. 


\range of TV receivers shown here. 


TO BRITISH BUYERS 


$2,000,000 to be divided among all 
the independent film makers. 

As a result of the extended op- 
|eration of this British production 
subsidy, it is reliably computed 
that at least $8,500,000 will be 
available for allotment for the year 
ended last Aug. 4. This is nearly 
three times the amount distributed 
in the first year of the plan when 
the subsidy was operated on a far | 
less ambitious scale. 

Heading the list of beneficiaries 
will be the J. Arthur Rank Or- 
ganization which is expected to col- 
lect at least $2,800,000 from the 
Eady pool. The British Lion group 
(including the product. physically 
distributed by them for Romulus 
Films) comes in for around $2,500,- 
000 while the Associated British 
Picture group will benefit to the 
tune of approximately $1,100,000. 

The Rank share of the Eady coin 
is not only attributable to their re- 
cent Pinewood Studio productions, 
but also includes the Ealing output 
and a large number of reissues 
which have been released during 
the last year or so. These oldies, 
still possessing a quota life, rank 
equally with up-to-date produc- 
tions for their share of the 
proceeds. 

The extent to which the majors 
have been helped by the operation 
of the Eady pool explains why they 
have been unanimous in their cam- 
paign for the perpetuation of the 
levy. In the industry and in Par- 
liament their spokesmen have em- 
phasized that without this addi- 
tional aid, British production will 
wither. But its continuance, al- 
though regarded with confidence 
by trade toppers, is the subject of 
misgivings among exhibitors, too 
many of whom feel they are do- 
ing all the paying and receiving | 
none of the benefits. 

Indie theatre operators, who are 
now working on the narrowest 


bassador to the imaginary state of 
Lichtenburg. The production here- 
will run concurrent with the ver- 


| sion at the London Coliseum, now 


nearing its 200th performance. 





Big Names For 
Berlin Festival 


Berlin, Aug. 26. 

Second Berlin Cultural Festival 
starts Aug. 31, with a variety of 
topflight cultural performances 
that are to run through the month. 
The number of presentations sur- 
passes that of the last year’s fete 
by a wide margin. 

The outstanding programs will 
be presented in 11 different the- 
atres, including the Staedtische 
Opera, the Titania Palast, the Mai- 
son de France and every name 
house in West Berlin. Six operas 
will be performed, including the 
Hamburg State Opera appearance 
with Strawinsky’s “The Rake’s 
Progress.” 

Several concerts’ will be given 
by the Berlin Philharmonic and 
the RIAS Symphony Orch. Guest 
conductors include Wilhelm Furt- 
waengler, Hans Knappertsbusch, 
Carl Boehm, Hans Rosbaud, Fer- 
enc Friscay, Eugene Ormandy 
from Philadelphia and Igor Marke- 
vitch from Switzerland. The 
French Chamber Ghoir, conducted 
by Marcel Couraud, will appear at 
the Maison de France. Individual 
performances will be given by 
Kenneth Spencer and Suzanne 
Danco, and other artists. Another 
excellent contribution will be two 
outdoor concerts by the U. S. Army 
Field Band of Washington. 

Other U. S. contributions include 
Gershwin’s opera “Porgy & Bess,” 
which will have its preem Sept. 16 
at the Titania Palast with 12 addi- 
tional night and matinee perform- 
ances, September 17-28, and the 
N. Y. City Ballet, which will preem 
on Sept. 3 at the Schiller Theatre. 

Besides this Ballet, Berliners 
will see Sadler’s Wells Convent 
Garden Ballet from London. Fea- 





margin, argue that if British pro- 
ducers are to receive some share 
| of their proceeds they at least are 
| entitled to some tax relief. 


King Sees Prod. 0’seas 
Becoming Big Headache 


Vienna, Sept. 2. 

Maurie King of the King Broth- 
ers, independent film producers in 
|the U.S., was here for four days 
/on his European looksee of produc- 
tion and financing possibilities. 
Visit here followed stops in Lon- 
doh, Paris and Istanbul. King re- 
ported nothing new in shooting 
|possibilities in France and England. 
{In the latter case, he felt that 
|union difficulties make conditions 
difficult if not untenable for a 
| short budget indie. 

King conferred with Frank Tut- 
itle, U.S. director now resident 
/ here and looked over the Sievering 
|Wien Film studios in the U.S. 
sector of the city. He also talked 
with Austrian producers on pos- 
sible cooperation and appointed 











| Adaeta, 


tured on the festival bill will also 


|be the Ram Gopal Ballet from 


India, Spanish dancers Audeoud- 

and Harald Kreutzberg, 
Germany’s outstanding dancer. 

Theatre linevp includes the The- 
atre National de Paris, with Ge- 
rard Philipe, who will perform in 
“Le Cid” and “Le Prince de Hom- 
bourg.” L’Equipe, another theatre 
group from Paris, will present “La 
Parisienne” and “L’Ile de la Rai- 
son.” England will contribute 
Shakespeare’s “As You Like It” 
done by students’ group from Ox- 
ford University. Austria will send 
the Burgtheatre group. 


WILCOX TO DO ‘ANNE’ 
- AS 1ST FILM FOR REP 


Manchester, Eng., Aug. 26. 


Herbert Wilcox, British produ- 
cer, announced here that the first 
pic to be made under new deal 
with Herbert J. Yates, prexy of 
Republic Pictures, will be Conrad’s 
“Laughing Anne.” He will begin 








former Minister of Education Dr. 


legal matters. 





Other Foreign News 
on Page 11 











Felix Hurdes to rep him on future | 


production in mid-October, using 
leading British and U. S. stars. 


| His second film lined up is 
| Daphne du Maurier’s “The King's 
General.” According to Herbert 
Wilcox, Yates is hopeful of getting 
_James Mason to co-star with Mar- 
| garet Lockwood. 


London, Sept. 2. 

With the overall decline in the 
rentals earned by British motion 
picture theatres during 1951 it was 
found the brunt of the drop was 
carried by British productions. 
Earnings of foreign films increased. 
This was revealed in a Board of 
Trade survey. The total paid in 
film rentals last year amounted to 
$65,251,200 as against $65,727,200 
in 1950. Of the total, British pro- 
ductions netted $17,626,000 in 1951 
although their revenue in the pre- 
vious year amounted to $18,- 
972,800. 

The overall position for foreign 
product showed a slight improve- 
ment in 1951 when the revenue 
amounted to $47,622,400 compared 
with $46,754,400 in the previous 
year. 

Notwithstanding the drop in 
earnings of British films, the dis- 
tributors’ share showed an increase 
of approximately 2.9% while the 
higher earnings of foreign films re- 
sulted in a dip in the distribs’ 
share. Distribs British pix re- 
tained just upwards of $4,000,000 
while foreign companies keep a lit- 
tle better than $8,000,000. The lat- 
ter figure represented a drop of 
10.4% from the previous year. 

These BOT statistics also reveal 
that the total earnings of British 
producers from all sources 
amounted to $19,600,000 in 1951. 
Outright purchase of product by 
distribs accounted for $290,000 
while revenue from overseas that 
year amounted to around $638,000. 

The section of the survey deal- 
ing with exhibition indicates a 
jump in gross boxoffice takings 
during the first quarter of 1952. 
Total revenue of just below $81,- 
000,000 showed a rise of 6.8% over 
the last quarter of 1951 although 
there was a drop in admissions 
compared with the first quarter of 
1951. During the first three months 
of this year upwards of $29,000,000 
was paid in admission taxes and 
more than $2,100,000 to the Eady 


pool. 


Okay W. German Films 
Into Russian Zone Of 
Austria; Exhibs Need Pix 


Vienna, Aug. 26. 

As of September, exhibitors in 
Russian zone of Austria, including 
the city of Vienna again will be 
able to play West German films 
without interference from Soviet 
occupation authorities. Whether 
raising of this celiuloid curtain 
will also affect U.S. product re- 
mains to be seen. Enforcement of 
rules on what can and cannot be 
played in the Russki zone has al- 
ways been more by practice than 
written regulation. 

Fact is that, although western 
films, including the West German 
have long been formally banned, 
many have played theatres in the 
Red zone, including the Russ 
operated pilot houses in Vienna, 
Tabor and Diana Kinos. There 
just is not enough product of east- 
ern and Russian origin to keep the 
houses going otherwise. 

Soviet authorities have given 
tacit assent and in return, certain 
top Red pix, nptably “Fall of Ber- 
lin,” played dates in the western 
zone. But last February, when 





on the Ice,” a Russian-made musi- 
cal from their seized Vienna stu- 
dios (it stars former Nazi favorite 
Maria Rokk), Russian censors in 
Austria started to firmly nix all 
West German productions. 

Latest Austrian statistics show a 
total of 1,066 pix houses in this 
small country. Thats one for every 
6,000 ponulation, against one for 
14,500 iu Germany. Film biz execu- 
tives are apprehensive about the 
immediate future, with dissolu- 
tion of Motion Picture Export 
Assn., meaning practically doub- 
ling of U.S. imports in coming sea- 
son with consequent tougher going 
for local German product. 


Mex Dance Grind Clicks 


Mexico City, Aug. 26. 
Top current show biz hit here 
is the International Dance Mara- 
thon at the Teatro Iris for $5,780 
in cash prizes. Capacity trade is 
the rule day and night at a 69c 
top. 








At the end of the first week, 17 
| Mexican and three foreign dance 
teams were still in the contest. 


Bonn clamped a veto on “Spring - 
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s Ono of the finest productions I have ever seen, “O. Henry’s Full 
House” is a beautiful picture; warm,sympathetic, funny and grand.*I have 
always enjoyed reading O. Henry, but I found his works even more 
fascinating in the film. Tt was a new kind of a picture, suiting everyone’s 
taste— young and old alike. ~<: Excellent in all departments: writing, 
acting, directing and photography, the picture is delightful to watch and 


a most excellent way to introduce people to the works of this wonderful 


author.»~* Each story is more interesting than the other and sure to please 
the public. «<I consider “O. Henry’s Full House” a masterpiece of a movie 
that does justice to five O. Henry classics.»* The audience at the perform- 
ance I witnessed applauded each story individually and gave a rousing 
response at the picture’s end.” It was a thoroughly enjoyable evening at a 
motion picture theatre.~~Pictures like this will make everyone want to go 
to the movies.*Not only J thought it was wonderful, the whole audience 
was very pleased.»;: Each sequence touched the heart and I have every inten- 
tion of seeing them again»“*“O. Henry’s Full House” is honest, human, down- 


to-earth. » Wholesome and entertaining, it is a wonderful screen surprise 


. % 2 : & 
with superb performances.-}%*A four-star picture! To be seen by all.:¢ 


of COMMENTS FROM AUDIENCE REACTION CARDS 
ROXY THEATRE PREVIEW. . . FRIDAY, AUGUST 29th 


FRED ALLEN - ANNE BAXTER - JEANNE CRAIN 
FARLEY GRANGER - CHARLES LAUGHTON “witt LiIArICEe 
NUE eae @ Olk ree seu 


GREGORY RATOFF - DALE ROBERTSON sary OEM 
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DAVID WAYNE - RICHARD WIDMARK nT ee ee ee 





THERE’S NO BUSINESS LIKE 2G) CENTURY-FOX BUSINESS! 


VARIETY Wednesday, September 3, 1952 


——— 














952 








Wednesday, September 3, 1952 


VARIETY 


PICTURES il 





MPAA Goes All Out On 
Bally at Venice Fete; 
Many Film Reps Attend 


Venice, Sept. 2. 

In keeping with the heightened 
American interest in international 
film. manifestations, the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America is go- 
ing all out in publicity here at the 
Venice Film Festival. With 400 
— from all over Europe, 

outh America and the U. S. at- 
tending, they are being made cog- 
nizant of the American pic effort. 


Budget has been upped over pre- | 


vious fetes and eye-catching pub- 
licity of a sharper fashion is in 
evidence. Good product and a 
more 
year is also a plus factor. Eugene 
Van Dee, MPAA Rome rep, is in 
charge with three publicity reps 


borrowed from American offices in | 


Rome for the active work. On tap 
are Marcello Galeazzi, of Republic; 
Bruno Beneck of Metro and Enzo 
De Bernart of Columbia. 

Still photos have been made 
more available and are plentiful. 
Leather cases, useful for carrying 
data, have been given journalists, 
and photos and posters are well 
displayed. Clever publicity detail 
is a Toonerville Trolley type train 
with company names emblazoned 
on the sides. It carries delighted 
moppets 
beach front. 

Many U. S. film reps are here, 
with Sam Schneider and Joseph 
Hummel of WB; John Nathan, Eu- 
opean fhanager of Paramount, 
Giulio Ascarell, publicity chief of 
20th-Fox over here, already in at- 
tendance. Herbert Yates, Repub- 
lic prexy, is expected. Jean Gold- 
wurm, who recently acquired rights 
to the French pic, 
Games,” is here, and will stay un- 
til the film plays in the competi- 
tion. He recently secured the Italo 
pic, “The Overcoat.” Expected here 
in the American contingent are 
Eddie Albert, Paul Henreid, Clau- 
dette Colbert, Joan Fontaine, Er- 
rol Flynn, Gloria Swanson and 
Gregory Peck. Francis Lederer 
and Michele Farmer already are 
here. 

Other countries also are exert- 
ing more effort in this year’s fes- 
tival. France has now settled the 

roblem of two of her entries here, 

ene Clement’s “Forbidden Games” 
and Claude Vermorel’s “The Soli- 
tary Conquerors.” Films were 
turned down here because they had 


already played at Cannes. How- 
ever, the films had only been 
shown out of competition. After 


an exchange of notes, they were 
reinstated and are now in the run- 
ning. French personalities will be 
Claude Dauphin, Annes Vernon, 
Marcel Pagliero, Barbara Laage, 
Ivan Desny, Rene Clement, Daniele 
Delorme, Francoise Christophe and 
Rene Clair. 

Mexico, with only one pic en- 
tered, has put in a big publicity 
bid this year. William Karol, Mex 
rep, has taken over a small build- 
ing here near the film palace and 
has made an exhibition that runs 
day and night. Big contingent has 
actors Arturo De Cordoba, Pedro 
Armendariz, lenser Gabriel Figue- 
roas and directors Ricardo Gaval- 
don and Emilio Fernandez. Karol 
is also studying the fete with a 
Mexican festival at Acapulco in 
the offing in the near future. A 
Brazilian observer also is here with 
a probable fete in Rio mulied for 
1954. 

Most of the-American films are 
not subtitled, which has created 
some mutterings among the Italo 
crix. Clause in fete rules does not 
make titles obligatory whereas they 
are at Cannes, 


Flaherty, Lubitsch 
On Museum Pix Sked 


New York’s Museum of Motern 
Art has completed the lineup of 
films to be screened over the next 
full year, with emphasis on the 
works of Robert Flaherty and 
Ernst Lubitsch. 





Some of the Flaherty films on | 


the program haven't been shown 
Publicly before. Widow of the 
documentary producer has _ pre- 


sented all of his still photographs | 


and many of his productions. 


Tribute to Lubitsch will be on. 


the occasion of the fifth anniver- 
sary of the director-producer’s 
death, Among the pix to be 
screen by the Museum over the 
year include those which he made 
in Germany early in his career. In 
the case of two productions, “Three 
Women” and “So This Is Paris,” 
the negatives had deteriorated but 
prints were discovered in Europe. 


French Prod. 


Continued from page 9 


“Strange Mr. Bard.” This last has 
an aging rich man advertising for a 
young wife while his other heirs 
try to get him into an asylum, 

3 Out of 8 Pix NSG for U.S. 

Of the eight films just starting, 
three are the local type without 
much American appeal. Andre 








careful choice of pix this | 


to and fro along the | 


“Forbidden 


Hunnebelle has “My Husband Is 
Marvelous”; Barthomieu will do @ 
|takeoff on Robin Hood in “The 
| Last Robin Hood” and Willy Ro- 
zier supplies a sensation type pic 
in “Manina, The Girl Without A 
Veil.” 

Richard Pottier has finished a 
lush operetta, “Violettes Imperi- 
| ales,” and Roger Richebe has “Mr. 
|Pearl’s Fugue” about a_ timid 
clerk suddenly inheriting a for- 
ifune. Latter stars Noel Noel. 

The eight finished productions 
range from light vehicles to two 
| dramas and a biopic. Pierre Fresnay 
has the title lead in “It Is Midnight 
|Dr. Schweitzer.” It concerns the 
early life of this famed hu- 


a broken-down lawyer in “The 
Poacher,” while Francois Perier 
and Dany Robin are a quarreling 
couple in “He and She.” 

Of the backlog films there are 
some contenders for possible VU. S. 
release. Marcello Pagliero’s ‘“Re- 
spectful Prostitute” based.on the 
| Jean-Paul Sarte legiter, which 
|played Broadway, definitely has 
|curio and theme appeal. “Solitary 
| Conquerors,” with Alain Cluny and 
| directed by Claude Vormerel, is a 
|story of life in colonial Africa. 
|‘Shepherd and Chimneysweep” is 
|a full-length animated film of Paul 
| Grimault. 
| Also awaiting 
Christian-Jaque 


release is the 
pic about  per- 
fidious females “Adorable Crea- 
tures,” with Edwige Feuillere, 
Martine Carol and Daniel Gelin. 
The Rene Clair film, “Beauties of 
the Night,” with Gerard Philippe 
and Gina Lollobrigida; ‘“‘The Mad 
Girl of Dublin,’ Yves Allegret’s 
evocation of. the murky Irish at- 
mosphere during the uprisings 
against the British, and “Coffin and 
the Phantom,” Henri Decoin’s big 
costumer with Pedro Armendariz 
and Alida Valli. 

Also of interest is a film written 
by playwright Jean Anouilh called 
“Tonight We Play Macbeth.” This 
is the first directing stint of Andre 
Barsaque and has Michel Simon 
and Pierre Brasseur in the leads. 
It concerns the behind the scenes 
life at a theatre playing this 
Shakespeare classic. Also worth a 
looksee is a romantic comedy by 
Gilles Grangier, “Jupiter,” star- 
ring Dany Robin and Georges 
Marchal. 

Viviane Romance eschews her 
sexy roles for a comic turn in “All 
Women Are Angels,” and Fernan- 
del steps into a serious role in 
“Forbidden Fruit.” 


Se 








LONDON 


(Week ending Sept. 6) 


(Figures indicate opening date) 
“Affairs of State,” Cambridge (8-21). 
“Bells St. Martin,” St. Mart. (8-29). 
“Bet Your Life,” Hippodrome (2-18). 
"Call Me Madam,” Coliseum (3-15). 
“Deep Bive Sea,’ Duchess (3-6). 
“Dial M Murder,” West. (6-19). 

~ “Excitement,” Casino (3-8). 
“Gay Dog,” Piccadilly (6-12). 
“Globe Revue,” Globe (7-10). 
“Happy Marriage,” Duke York (8-7). 
“in Chancery,” Art (7-30). 
“innocents,” Majesty’s (7-3). 
“Little Hut,” Lyric (8-23-50). 
“London Laughs,” Adelphi (4-12). 
“Love of Colonels,” Wyn. (5-23-5D. 
“Meet Callahan,” Garrick (5-27). 
“Millionairess,” New x 
“Paris to Piccadilly,” Pr. Wales (4-15). 
“Relative Vaiuve,”’ Savoy (11-28-51). 
“Reluctant Heroes,” White. (9-12-50). 
“Ranch in Rockies,” Empress (6-5). 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (6-14-50). 
“South Pacific,” Drury Lane (11-1-5D. 
“Step Forward,” Strand (7-30). 
“Sweet Madness,” Vaudeville (5-21). 
“Under Sycamore,” St. James (4-23). 
“Water of Moon,” Haymarket (4-19-51. 
“Winter Journey,” St. James’s (4-3). 
“Woman of Twilight,” Vic. Pal. (6-18). 
“Zip Goes a Million,” Palace (10-20-5D. 

| “Young Eliz.,” Criterion (4-2). 

| (SCHEDULED OPENINGS) 

(Figures denote preem dates) 

| “River Line,” Lyric. Hammersmith (). 

Emlyn Williams, Ambassadors (3). 

| “Wishing Well,” Comedy (4). 

| “Don Juan in Hell,” Arts (8). 

| “Quadrille,” Phoenix (12). 








TOURING BRITAIN 
(Week ending Aug. 30) 


“Bive for Boy,” Lyceum, Sheffield. 
| “Blue for Boy,” Royal, Brighton. 
| “Blue Lamp,” Grand, Blackpool. 
“Brigadoon,” Palace, Plymouth. 
“Carousel,” New. Cardiff. 
.“Desert Song,” Palace, Hull. 
“p’Oyiy Carte, Hip, Golders Green. 
“Florodora,” Embassy. Peterborough. 
| “Gay Rosalinda,” Butlin, Skegness. 
“Hanging Judge,” O.H., Manchester. 
“Hollow,” Opera ouse, Leicester. 
| “King’s Rhapsody,” Empire, Newcastle. 
“Ladies Night,”” Empire, Bristol. 


| “Love from Judy,” Hip, Coventry. 






manitarian. Pierre Brasseur plays | 


Joan Crawford Plans 
European P.A. on ‘Fear’ 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

As a result of the success of her 
recent eastern tour to plug her 
picture, “Sudden Fear,” Joan 
Crawford aims at a tub-thumping 
trek through England, France and 
Switzerland, starting about Oct. 3. 

Actress, once afflicted with stage 
fright, declared she was cured by 
personal appearances in New York, 
Philadelphia, Boston, Cleveland 
and Detroit. | 











| 


‘Mary McCall Won't | 
Run for Reelection 


As Prexy of SWG 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Prexy Mary McCall, Jr., won't 
run for reelection in the November 
balloting of the Screen Writers 
Guild. She plans, instead, to sup- 
port first veepee Dick Murphy, ! 
20th-Fox contractee, for the top 
spot. . 

Miss McCall, who has served as 
prexy three terms on various oc- 
casions, declared, “Three times 
around is enough for me. I was 
gratified at the election last year 

. but the job is too time-con- 
suming.” 

SWG ‘prexy emphasized she'll 
{continue her active interest in the 
Guild. Meanwhile, the Guild an- 
nounced 63 new members signed in 
recent weeks, 38 from the tele- 
| vision field. In addition, 18 calls 
for membership applications have 
been received since Aug. 11, when 
the Guild started its strike against 
the Alliance of Television Film 
Producers which entered its fourth 


} 


'LIPPERT SELLS 14 
EXCHANGES FOR 2506 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Robert L. Lippert has sold 14 of 
his 22 exchanges for approximately 
| $250,000 and plans to sell the rest 
| of them, after which he intends to 
|finance two top-budget films a 
| year. 
| Exchanges still unsold are in 
| New York, Chicago, Atlanta, Kan- 
sas City, Portland, Seattle, San 
| Francisco and Los Angeles. 











Tronolone Solos 
Nick Tronolone, until recently a 
| director and v.p. in charge of lab- 
loratory operatians and sales for 
| Pathe Laboratories, has opened his 
| own office as a film and video con- 
|sultant. He’ll act as special sales 
'rep for DeLuxe Laboratories and 
as a consultant to producers and 
distribs of the theatrical, non-the- 
latrical and TV films. 
’ A film industry vet, Tronolone 
 sastted his career with Biograph in| 
1904 


| port, 


Aussie 16m Free Shows in Saloons 
Curbed Via Swift Exhibitor Action 


- 
v 





Totter’s Close Escape 


Tokyo, Aug. 26. 


It wasn’t in the script and aq 


cameras were rolling when screen 
blonde Audrey Totter, on her third | 
visit to hospitalized troops in | 
Korea, was fired upon by Red 
guerrillas near Iwon. 


| commercial 


Sydney, Aug. 26. 

Prompt action by Australian ex- 
hibitors in high official quarters 
has brought the curbing of 16m 
free shows in many leading Down 
Under saloons, regarded here as 
one of the greatest menaces to 
show biz, this year. 
It had been’ growing rapidly 


| throughout the lush liquor field. 


Local exhibs estimated the box- 


| office loss would have been $500,- 


An Army captain and a news-/000 a year had the 16m menace 


reel cameraman were wounded by | been 


the train 
traveling with | 


fired at 
they were 


bullets 
which 


permitted to continue in 


upon | major liquor establishments. 


Use of 16m pix in barrooms first 


Miss Totter from Pusan to Seoul.| began in a key Sydney suburban 


She was uninjured, 


N.Y. Exhibs 


‘==, Continued from page 5 

















smaller regional chains have been 
planning promotional pushes to 
stimulate interest in the new pic-| 
tures, 

Last 
clave in N. Y. of theatre managers 
from New Haven, Hartford, Bridge- 
Meriden, Springfield, Wor- 
cester and Waterbury to outline a 
promotion drive for the New Eng- 
land Loew’s-Poli circuit. Campaign 
will be launched Sept. 11 to pro-| 
mote the new film season in each 
city. 


week Loew’s held a con-| 


ners, full-page newspaper ads, | 
school contests, radio and TV) 
stunts, etc., are included in the) 


campaign. Meeting, presided over | 
by division manager Harry Shaw, 
was also attended by Ernest Emer- 
ling, theatre ad chief, and Oscar | 
Doob, circuit exec. 


i}centre some 
| saloonkeeper decided to build his 


| mostly 
| customers. Idea quickly spread to 


months ago when a 


grog biz via screening of free films, 
sport subjects to woo 


other suburban key spots, screen- 


| ——— ings conflicting with cinema mat- 
large circuits and many of the} 


inees. Following the high success 
of the Sydney operations, the idea 
spread to Melbourne and Bris- 
bane. 

Key film 
liquor 


exhibs 
laws and 


probed the 
discovered that 


| Saloonkeepers are not permitted to 


Stage free entertainment in bars 
unless given official approval. 
Armed with this ammunition, the 
exhibs’ spokesmen secured gov- 
ernmental nixing of free 16m 
shows in taverns. The consequence 
was a fold of the liquor menace to 


| film. biz. 


Parades of floats, bands, ban- | 











AT&T Refuses 





Continued from page 4 


——— ee! 


in its entirety during the Oct. 20 


Followup get- | phase of the hearing.” 


together yesterday (Tues.) saw dis-| ‘Many Factors to Be Considered’ 


trib ad and promotion men in at-| 
tendance to aid in the plannig. 


The letter was signed by Vincent 


| Welch and James L. Fly, co-coun- 


On basis of its experience in New| 8¢€! for MPA, and Marcus Cohn, 
England, Loew's may duplicate the | Counsel ‘for NETTC, 


drive in other sectors. According 
to Emerling, campaign was launch- | 


In its second letter to the indus- 
try on the subject, Ernest D., 


ed in New England because of the | North, general attorney for A. T. & 
exceptional array of bookings im-|T., wrote under date of Aug. 28 


mediately set for that territory. In 


that his company cannot furnish 


addition, that area suffered great- | the desired cost data because “the 


est at the b.o., a factor attributed | pricing of such 
|not to television but to the gen- 


eral downbeat biz conditions there 
caused by the exodus of many in- 
dustries. 

Warner Bros. fer the past sev- 
eral weeks has been holding meet- 
ings in its various zones. Company 
has set in motion plans for:a 12- 
month drive divided into four 
quarters. 


service requires 


| consideration of many factors, in- 


| and 


| equipment, 


cluding the cost of designing, de- 
veloping, manufacturing, installing 
maintaining the required 
Without considering 


| the question of whether the trans- 


| mission characteristics and require- 


|ments specified are in all respects 


necessary or practical for satisfac. 


tory theatre television transmission, 


| our technical people, after careful. 


At RKO Theatres, the various | study of the specification, point out 
regional toppers have journeyed to | that certain basic features of the 


the homeoffice to arrange bookings | proposed 


system require equip- 


and confer with ‘execs William | ment which is not at present avail- 


Howard, Edward Grainger 
Harry Mandel. 
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Legit Shows Abroad 


“Maid of Mountains,” Pavilion, Bourne. | 
“Peril End House,” Palace Court, Bour. | 
“Quadrille,” Royal Court, Liverpool. | 
“River Line,” Grand, Leeds. 

“To Dorothy, Son,” New, Oxford. 
“Wild Horses,” Royal, Newcastle. 


BUENOS AIRES 

(Week ending August 16) 
“Mi Suegra,” Apolo. 
“Las lagrimas tambien,” Ateneo. 
“De Espana Liega,” Argentino. 
“Cuando los Duendes,”” Astral. 
“Streetcar Named Desire,” Casino. 
“Brothers Karamarzoff,” Colonial 
“La Lampara Encendida,”’ Comico. 
“israelite,”” Corrientes. 
“F.B,” El Nacional. 
“Sepa Nicola,”“ Marconi. 
“Perfectas Casadas,” Odeon. . 
“Sombra Querida,” Politeama. 
“Chocolate Soldier,” Pueblo. 
“Celos del Aire,” Empire. 
“Ladroncito,” Splendid. 
“Jezebel,” Lasalle. 
“Delito Frente Mar,” Liceo. 
“Hombres en mi Vida,” Smart. 
“Caprices,” Antigone,” Van Riel. 
“Oios Lienos de Amor,” Vers. 
“La Verdad Eres Tu,” Pat. 


MEXICO CITY 


(Week ending August 30) 


“The Duel,” Bellas Artest. 
“Private Lives,” Chopin. 
“Jano ts Girl,” Colon. 
“Stork'’s Visit,”” Ideal. 
“Edward’s Sons,” Caracol, 
“The idol,” Caballito. 


MADRID 


(Week ending August 23) 
“Madre,” Alcazar. 
“Momia Formal,” Alvarez. 
“Quatros Copas,” Calderon. ' 
“Suenos Gloria,” Comedia. 
“Rias del Amor,” Fuencaral. 
“Fourposter,” Isabel. 
“Sabado,” Lara. 
“Fresco Abrigo,” Latina. F 
“Helen's Daughters,” Lope de Vega. 
“Bohemios,” Madrid. 7 
“Fantasia 1900,” Guerrero. 
“Anacteto Divorcia,”” Metropolitano. 
“Copla Andaluza,” Pavon. 

















“Romeo Givlieta,”” Reina 
“Piernas de Seda,” Zarzuela. 


SCOTLAND 


(Week ending Sept. 6 
“Romeo and Juliet,” Assembly, Edin- 
burgh. 
“Player King,” Lyceum, Edinburgh. 
“Cosh Boy,” Empress, Glasg. 
“King’s Rhapsody,” Alhambra, Glasg. 
“Wild Horses,” King’s, Glasgow. 
“Half-Past Eight,”” Majesty’s, Aberdeen, 
Royal, Glasg. 
“Festival City,” Gateway, Edinburgh. 


AUSTRALIA 


(Week ending August 23) 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Royal, Sydney. 
“Eve Started it,” Royal, Brisbane. 
“Folies Bergere,” Tivoli, Sydney. 
“Cocktail Party,” Indp., N. Sydney. 
“Lohengrin,” Maj., Brisbane. 
“Medley,” Empire, Sydney. 
“Seagulls Over Sorrento,” Comedy, Mel. 
“Tommy Trinder Show,” Tivoli, Mel. 
“Larger Than Life,” Princess, Mel. 
“Te Dorothy,” Royal, Adel. 


IRELAND 


(Week ending August 23) 
“Fourposter,” Arts, Belfast. 
“Constant Wife,” Group, Belfast. 
“Home is Hero,” Abbey, Dublin. 
“Othello,” Gate, Dublin. 
“Rookery Nook,’ Opera, Cork, 


PARIS 


(Week Ending Sept. 6 
Amant Par Etage, Casino. 














Back Street, Fontaine. 

Chanteur De Mexico, Chatelet. 
Congres Cleremont, Potiniere . 
Cuisine Des Anges, Vieux Colombier. 
Diable Et Bon Dieu, Antoine. 
“Dialogues Des Carmelites,” Hebertot. 
Don D’Adele, Wagram. 

Duchesse D’Algves; Michel. 

Gay Paris, Casino De Paris. 
Heritiere, Mathurins. 

Lorsque L’Enfant Parait, Nouveautes. 
Occupe-Toi, Palais-Royal. 

Oncle Vanya, Theatre De Poche. 

Paris Galant, Capucines. 

Petite Femme, Gaston Baty. 

Puceay, Ambigu. 

Trois Mousquetaires, Porte Saint-Martin. 
Vaise Toreadors, Comedie C-E. 
Vampire, Grand-Guignol. 

Violettes Imperiaies, Mogador. 

Vraie Folie, Folies-Bergere. 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 


| 


and | able from any source and for which 


cost information is therefore not 


| attainable.” 


Price data on theatre TV trans- 
mission is considered the key to 
the determination FCC will have 
to make at the theatre TV hear- 
ings: whether the motion picture 
industry is to be assigned exclusive 
channels for a theatre service or 
whether the service should be set 
up as a common carrier with A. T. 
& T. furnishing the facilities. 

It’s expected that if A. T. & T. 
doesn't come through with the de- 
sired info, FCC will force the issue. 








RKO Guarantee 


Continued from page 5 











have offered for home video rights, 
In any case, however, it is unlikely 
that the latter would have been 
sold hecause of the feared dent it 
would have made in the gate at the 
Philly Municipal Stadium. 

Blacked out under the deal with 
TNT in order to protect the sta- 
dium b.o. are the Philly, Camden, 
Chester and New England areas. 
New England was included because 
Marciano hails from that territory 
and the promoters expect a flock 
of fans to go down to Philly from 
there. 

Theatres buying  large-screen 
rights reportedly will be asked a 
minimum guarantee of 90c a seat, 
whether or not the seat is sold. 
For theatres with fewer than 1,000 
seats, formula calls for payment or 
$1.15 per seat sold or the 90c per 
seat, whichever is. higher. 

For houses with 1,500 to 2,000 
seats, per-seat-sold charge is $1.25 
and for theatres over 2,000 seats, 
per-seat-sold is $1.35, if that is 
higher than the 90c. per seat. 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, September 3, 1952 





Beeanse You’re Mine 
(SONGS—COLOR) 


Mario Lanza in appealing story 
ef an opera tenor in GI basic 
training camp; fine b.o. pros- 
pects. 





Metro release of Joe Pasternak produc- 
tion. Stars Mario nza; features retta 
Morrow, James Whitmore, Dean iHer, 
Paula Corday, Spring Byington, Eduard 
Franz. Directed by Alexander Hall. 
Screenplay, Kari Tunberg. Leonard Spi-'| 
elgass, based on story by Ruth Brooks 

lippen, Sy Gomberg; songs by Sammy 
Cahn & Nicholas Brodszky, Paul Francis 
Webster & Irving Aaronson, John Leh- 
mann & Raymond Sinatra; camera (Tech- 
nicolor), Joseph Ruttenberg; editor, Al- 
bert Akst; assistant director, Bert Glazer; 
operatic numbers coached by Wolfgang 
Martin; musical direction, Johnny Green; 
musical adviser, Irving Aaronson. Pre+ 
viewed at Loew’s 72d, N. Y¥., Aug. 26, "52. 
Running time, 103 MINS. 

Renaldo Rossano 
Bridget Batterson 
Sgt. Batterson 

Ben Jones anon 
Framcesca Landers..... 
Patty Ware 

Mrs. Montville 
Gen. Montville 
Capt. Burton Loring..... 
Albert Foster 
Artie Pilcer.. 
Horsey : 
Mrs. Rossano dee 
Maestro Paradori.... 


Mario Lanza 
Doretta Morrow 
James Whitmore 
Dean Miller 
Paula Corday | 
dvese Jeff Donnell 
.. Spring Byington 
Curtis Cooksey 

Don Porter 
Eduard Franz 
Bebby Van 
Ralph Reed 
; Celia Lovsky 
Alexander Steinert 


Metro can’t hope to have another 
fantastic Mario Lanza money-maker | 
like last season’s sleeper, “The 
Great Caruso,” which set an all- 
time money high for Radio City 
Music Hall, N. Y., in 10 weeks. But 
In this simple, appealing story of a 
drafted opera star spending his 
first weeks in GI training camp, it 
has another fine b.o. prospect. 
Lanza’s “Caruso” rep, disk appeal, 
teen-age following and radio show 
audience, coupled with a pleasant, 
humorous yarn and some terrific 
Lanza singing, will have the b.o 
wickets chirping merrily. 

Film hasn’t the glamor of “Ca-| 
ruso,” but it has a definite appeal 
of its own, in a homey, humorous 
fashion. Story has a few unex- 
pected, comical switches from the 
usual training camp yarn to keep 
it from being hackneyed, and al- 
though the pic is a little slow in 
spots; it is, overall, very entertain- 
Ing. 

Plot serves as a frame for a batch 
of Lanza tunes, but it isn’t sluffed 
off as it was in “Caruso.” There is 
good change of pace in the story, 
as well as in the selections Lanza 
sings, which run from a bop tune 
to the Lord’s Prayer and opera ex- 
cerpts. Last-named are brief but 
lushly staged. 

Story is more entertaining at the 
start, with Lanza’s departure for 
camp and some unexpected twists 
there, than it is later on, when 
emphasis switches from comic to 
romantie sequence. But there’s al- 
ways a laugh, or a stirring Lanza 
song, to pep things up. When a 
succession of Lanza tunes seems a 
little too rapid, or there’s a story 
bog-down, the scripters throw in a 
satisfying’ change of pace, such as 
a recruit doing a tap dance num- 
ber (in this case a very neat one 
by Bobby Van). 

Slender plot is little more than 
that of an opera star (Lanza) land- 
ing in training camp and being 
fussed over for his voice and rep, 
until he éalls in love with the ser- 
geant’s sister (an aspiring singer) 


ranger 
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more) down on him because of a 
misunderstanding of Lanza’s atten- 
tions. But story is enough for some 





< 


in the raw recruit and 
autograph, or when a _ general’s 
wife breaks all regulations to get 
both sarge and private out of a 
non-opera-loving captain’s clutches. 
There's a fist fight between Lanza 
and Whitmore that’s exciting: a 
brass band leading a regiment of 





and other interesting ingredients. 
“e Emphasis, of course, is on Lanza 
and his singing. In “Because,” he’s 
a more slender Lanza than he was 
in “Caruso.” Slimdown makes him 
handsomer, which is important to 



















he seems heavier, to remind in- 
siders of the long delay in making 
the film while Lanza made the 
weight, but this isn’t a serious 
point. 

Lanza plays well the part of a 


; high-priced star willing to accept 
1} the fate that makes him a GI. His 
} casual, almost subdued recruit, 


lacking in bluster but not in dash, 
a him an appealing figure. 
1e singing ‘as are the musical 
rounding 1 recording) is 
rific numbers 
gels Sing.” based 
mnie theme: a 
: “Granados,” 
in Lanza really lets his voice 
out. and a stirring Lord’s 
ayer. The title song, already a 
good disk seller, is done well, al- 
though Lanza presses a little too 
much. His operatic selections. 
from “Cavalleria Rusticana” and 
others, are firstrate. 
Deretta Morrow, from Broad- 
ways “King and I” legiter. is a 
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fresh, appealing face in her screen 
debut as romantic lead opposite 
Lanza. 


























comic moments, as when the tough! 
sarge first recognizes the opera star | 
asks his! 


* music, 


| the 


troops in a review that’s stirring, | 


the femmes. Thére are times when! 


| ulty family’s only child and eventu- 
| ally becomes a football player after 


and gets the sergeant (James Whit- easily passing the college entrance 


ventional sense, she’s attractive 
and accomplished, with a sweet 
soprano. She reprises “Because 
You’re Mine” with Lanza, as a duet. 
Producer also added a clever touch 
in having Miss Morrow sing “Be 
My Love” ‘top Lanza disk seller, 
and his song hit from a previous 
film). There’s added interest in 
the form in which she sings it— 
over the telephone to Lanza, as an 
auditioner for a recording bid. 

Whitmore makes a satisfactory 
tough sergeant with a streak of 
longhair in him, and one scene, 
singing an opera excerpt with Lanza 
as piano aceompanist, is hilarious. 
So are some of the domestic squab- 
bling scenes with his girl (Jeff Don- 
nell). Eduard Franz is good as 
Lanza’s manager, and Spring By- 
ington sufficiently fluttery as a 
general’s wife. Curtis Cooksey as 
the general, Paula Corday as a jeal- 
ous diva who almost breaks up the 
Lanza-Morrow romantic duo, and 
Celia Lovsky, as Lanza’s under- 
standing mother, give good sup- 
port. 

Production values are superior 
and direction good. Scripting and 
dialog are above-average, with 


| quite a few neat, witty lines. Lanza 
lat one point also makes reference 


to the fact that longhair doesn’t 
belong simply to highbrows, add- 
ing a reference to his teen-age 
opera following and the Macy 
salesgirl who buys a balcony seat 
to all his appearances. It’s good 
promotion for good music. Bron. 


Bonzo Goes to College 


Chuckle filled sequel to “Bed- 
time for Benzo.” Bright b.o. 
prospects. 


Hollywood, Aug, 28. 

Universal release of Ted Richmond pro- 
duction. Stars Maureen O’Sullivan, 
Charles Drake, Edmund Gwenn. Gigi 
Perreau, Gene Lockhart. Bonzo (chimp); 
features Irene Ryan, John Miljan, Frank 
Nelson, Jerry Paris, Guy Williams. Rich- 
ard Garrick. Tom Harmon. Directed 
Frederick de Cordoba. Screenplay. 
Lieberman, Jack Henley from Lieber- 
man’s story based upon character created 
by Raphael David Blau. Ted Berkman; 
camera, Carl Guthrie; editor, Ted Kent, 
Frank Skinner. Previewed Aug. 
26, ‘52. Running time, 78 MINS. 
Marion Drew Maureen O’Sullivan 
Malcolm Drew ‘ Charles Drake 
Pop Drew Edmund Gwenn 
Betsy Drew Gigi Perreau 
Clarence B. Gateson Gene Lockhart 
Bonzo .. ; Bonzo 


by 
Leo 


Nancy ye : | Irene Ryan 
Wilbur Crane ......-... John Miljan 
BEE b+ ~ 0060+ seedeseoedee Frank Nelson 


: Jerry Paris 
Guy Williams 
Richard Garrick 
Tom Harmon 


Lefty Edwards 
Ronald Calkins 
Judge Simpkins 
Tom Harmon 


» Universal has another bright 
prospect for the family trade in 
“Bonzo Goes To College,” sequel 
to last year’s “Bedtime for Bonzo,” 
and it should be successful in all 
situations. Broad comedy is run 
off slickly to qgver the plot holes 
and sustain the general merriment 
of the theme. 


Script by Leo Lieberman and 
Jack Henley covers the smart 
simian’s activities after he leaves 
sideshow where his mental 
prowess has been questioned in a 
run-in with a pair of sharpies. He | 
takes up residence in a campus! 
home, becomes the pet of the fac- 


exams. Sharpies return to chimp- 
nap him on the eve of the opening 
game but he gets away in an en- 
joyable spoof on the oldtime col- 
lege football hero films to win the 
game with seconds to go. Some 
side issue trivia involving family 
relationships, small town life and 
other shenanigans keep the laughs 
spinning freely. 

Director Frederick de Cordoba 
steered clear of the dual pitfalls 
offered by an animal and a child in 
one film, directing the sequel with 
a light hand. Script doesn’t make 
too many demands of the human 
cast but Gigi Perreau and Edmund 
Gwenn easily take top honors as 
the youngster and her grandfather, | 
making each a warm, credible 
character. Maureen O’Sullivan and 
Charles Drake are okay as the 
parents, with Gene Lockhart doing 
another good job as the kid’s other 
grandfather. Strong support comes 
from Irene Ryan as the maid; John 
Miljan and Jerry Paris as the 
sharpies; and Tom Harmon, who's 


perfectly at home behind the mike. , 


Ted Richmond’s production guid- 
ance has made the most of time 
and talent to insure best results at 
the ticket window. On the techni- 
cal side, Carl Guthrie’s lensing, 
Frank Skinner’s music and Ted 
Kent’s editing are ail good. 

Kap. 


Mich. Allied Parley 


Detroit, Sept. 

Allied Theatres of Michigan will 
hold its annual state convention 
Oct. 20-22 at the Tuller Hotel, De- 
troit. 

Speakers will include Wilbur 
Snaper, national Allied president; 
Abram Myers, chairman of the na- 
tional Allied board, and Henderson 


S 
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Not beautiful in the con- | Richey of Metro. 


| Claude 


| Dean of 


| Andre Randall is credible as the 


| from story by Luigi Bonelli: camera, Vin- 


Amazing Mons. Fabre 
Biepic of the French scientist 


force. 
of their rich Rept vcy i use A 
has good b.o. prospects if money to make other children hap- 

masked py and shower the district with 
nem Pe With th thief (J Sernas) 
Distinzui i e thie aecques : 
Putter; oes Rigg Bg ‘ae who has meanwhile fallen for an- 
a Story other friend of the moppets (Ros- 


— by He 
and screenplay. Jock ian Caudin. sana Podesta), sent up the river 


Tradeshown. N. v Suly 31, 52. Running for a brief spell ay - - 
eee | previous activities, the kids decide 
Countesse ‘De Latour Elina ts Bourdetts to go to work and give their money 
ee gr , By at Se. lt rf 
none e boys are all top performers, 
fon ee ote and score as they sketch their vari- 
Paul Boniface ous types. Boy-meets-girl is han- 
= dled lightly and naturally by Ros- 
France Descaut Sana Podesta and Jacques Sernas, 
Coe Culloz | while Marisa Merlini, as the thief’s 
Elizabeth Hand | ex-girl friend, and Virgilio Riento, 
Pierre Bertin| as a friendly doorman, support 
—_—— leredibly. Carlo-Borghesio’s direc- 
Made in France last year by an tion keeps things moving through- 
English-speaking cast, “The Amaz-| out this tight vehicle while Nino 
ing Monsieur Fabre” is a celluloid | Rota’s musie and Vincenzo Sera- 
aceount of the career of French trice’s camera are added values. 
naturalist and entymologist Henri | Hawk. 
Fabre. With Pierre Fresnay por- 
traying the title role and generous- 
ly equipped with fascinating*vlose- | 





Empress Eugenie 
Victor Duruy santa 
Charles Delagrave....Jacq 
Jules Fabre ontweweas 
Antonia Fabre 
Claire Fabre 
Prince Imperial 
Marie Fabre . 
Napoleon III... 


L*°Ameour Teujours 


ups of insects, this Walter Futter | LL’ Amour 
production appears to have good | (Leve, Always Love) 
b.o. prospects im specialized situa- (FRENCH) 


tions providing it’s properly han- 
dled. 
" > ont — . *. Stars Philippe Lemaire, Brigitte Auber. 
; Tieups with schools and women S| Directed by Maurice De Canonge. Screen- 
clubs prior to opening the picture piay, Jacques Vilfrid, Jean Girault; cam- 
should help the exhibitor milk the | era. Jean Bachelet; editor, Isabelle ae 
; : rv: At Normandie, Paris. Running time, 
maximum audience potential. With-| yins. 
out such pre-preem spadework the | Claude 


Paris, Aug. 26. 


Fernand Rivers production and release. 


Philippe Lemaire 


| film likely will draw only average | Anita ........... po gy RH. 
aj = ; ran . 
business. Moreover, it should be! j;.3, °°" °""" Filbert Justin 


stressed that the dialog is entirely 


in English. A French-language! previously a legiter, written and 
ase ty incidentally, was also played by a group under 23 years | 
sed. 


: of age, 
PPP nse de Ke me — to with the youth intact but adhering 
ity 
win recognition for his work in catering to the adolescent trade 
the field of entymology despite op- | with its stereotyped characters and 
ogg aeicied maee iee te obvious unfoldment. Aside from 
j an 2 w ts, fil ‘ 
years of the scientist’s life, the Res ee eee dys oe 
Jack Kirkland script begins its ket except for a few lesser spots 
— — Fabre ee at if sheared of its bleary moments. 
a small college in Avignon, France. © ; , ‘ : 
It winds up with his death at 92. Five youths who have failed 
Footage is basically a character 
study of Fabre, with the camera 
probing his family life, his experi- 
ments with insects and depicting 
his self-confidence when faced with 
adversity. Although making a trip 
to Paris at the request of the Em- 
peror, the scientist is not awed by 
the capital’s atmosphere and is » Re ‘ 
content to return to his large fam- Philippe Lemaire does not co- 
ily and a bucolic existence. ordinate the only complicated char- 
Of particular interest are the 2¢ter as he flits from man of ac- 
well-integrated scenes of insect ‘tom to weepy adolescent. Brigitte 
life. Filmed by Horace Woodard. Auber is wryly coquettish and lack 
these closeups give the viewer a °f, looks makes one wonder what 
graphic illustration of how ants ll the shouting is for. Others are 
work with military precision, how 24eqQuate with Jean Darmence 
the hunting wasp provides food for Standout in timing. Lensing is 
its young, and how some insects $904, direction ordinary and edit- 
devour one another after mating, nS needs tightening. Mosk. 
among other things. 
Fresnay handles the Fabre role 
in a style somewhat reminiscent of | 


home of one to study for the next 
try. The brood has the sly wolf 
type, the shy, lovable one, the help- 
less one and the hardheaded, im- 
pulsive leader. Into this walks 
the childhood flame of the leader 
who disrupts everything and leads 
to a rash of puppy love affairs. 





Un Galle En Cerral 


Robert Donat’s “Mr. Chips.” He’s| Ajene 
patient; understanding, loyal to his | (Straying Rooster) 
family and friends, and displays | (MEXICAN—SONGS) 


these qualities with an air of as-| Mexico City, Aug. 26. 
surance and realism. Supporting | be nae sa Pictures release of CIPPSA 
players are subordinate to Fresnay P2iooU ye": 


i , Gloria Marin. Features Andres Soler, Ju- 
and are largely in the background. lio Villarreal. Eduarde Arozamena. 


rected by Julian Soler. Camera, Gabriel 
| Figueroa; music, Trio Calaveras, At Cine 

Palacio Chino. Mexico City. i 
105 MINS. 


scientist’s lifelong friend, Eliza- 
beth Hardy is quietly reserved as 
his wife, and Oliver Hussenot is 
well cast as a bombastic dean. 
Direction of Henri Diamant- 
Berger is leisurely paced. His guid- 
ance tends to fall into a documen- 
tary technique rather than empha- 
size the story’s dramatic values. 
Camerawork of Claude Renoir is 
fair. Editing of Christian Caudin, 
for the most part, is good although 
in the final reels the movement of 
the yarn tends to be a bit choppy. 
Hubert D’Auriol’t score supplies a 
background mood in keeping with 
the picture’s subject. Gilb. 


Gli Angeli Del Quartiere 
(Angels of the District) 


time, 

Jorge Negrete, romantic film ac- 
_tor-singer, Gloria Marin, his ex- 
wife, a mature looker who has long 
been a film name, rollicking Mexi- 


Soler’s direction and 
Gabriel Figueroa, carry this via a 


| western and high Mexico City so- 
ciety life. Negrete does six songs 
in his characteristic rolling tenor. 

Story is one of mistaken identi- 
ty. Negrete, an eccentric rich man, 
pretends to be a turkey thief as 
a gag, and mixes with Miss Marin, 
socialite modern sculptress seek- 
ing a real, he-man as a model for 





what she hopes will be her master- 
sai 4 ane 30 | piece. Scenes blend well from 
aoe ealiiedia alk a oy ha Mexico City modern mansions to 


Stars Jacques Sernas, Rossana Podesta, ld-time ranches, with cowpokes a 


Marisa Merlin. Virgilio Riento. Directed sidelin i i j 
by Carlo Borghesio. Screenplay, Amen Andr +" ae is of high order. 
dola, Benvenuti, Continenza, De Concini | * es Soler is particularly good 


as the sardonic, witty uncle. 


Femme costuming is about the 
best seen in a Mexican pix. How- 


eenzo Seratrice; music. 
tor. Rolando Benedeti. 
Festival, Venice. 


Nino Rota; edi- 
Previewed at Film 
Running time, 78 MINS. 
aa pedacoudwese Jacques Sernas 


Divaccvadnenkheuacsue anes Rossana Podesta pany either by deft intent or acci- | 
ee eee . Marisa Merlini ooh “ femme bit player in scenes 
COOGS. onc cccrenccoccss Virgilio Riento With Miss Marin i 
WL. ns acdeeeledees Giancarlo Nicotria smart wardrobi ni the star in 
Ge WN, 50 6c ndesecaenss Enzo Cerusico |~ ing. 

Carncra aceeasegead ‘i Ciecio Jacono Film -~ a unfortunate and 
MENG. on eacenass iampiero Sciommari Marrin tai 3S i i 
Be. coencacsece ‘ . Nicola - Gallo g detail. Miss Marin twice 


calls Americans, particzlarly tour- 
ists who are doing much for Mexi- 
co in contributing considerable 
cash, a name that it doesn’t take 
intelligent U. S. viewers long to 
understand as to its nasty mean- 
ing. Doug. 





Principally keyed to moppet ap- 
peal, this pleasant little item also 
has adult values to carry it through 
for good local grosses. Proper 
placing and pushing should make 
‘it go in most Italian-language 
houses of the U. S. 

Five war orphans, living in a cel- 
lar, accidentally discover a large 
money cache. They are aided in 
spending the money by a youthful 
thief, who discovers their secret, 
and soon has plans to take the 2 the studio, Sept. 9. 
whole sum. Life with the kids It will follow a 
,soon softens him, however, though , meeting. 





MONO BD. MEET SEPT. 9 
Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
Steve Broidy will preside over 
4 meeting of the Monogram board 


stockholders 


his gang tries to win him back by 
The youngsters soon tire) 


this comes to the screen | 


to too closely to the legit format and | 


their exams go off to the eountry | 


Stars Jorge Negrete and) 


Running | 


can songs and music, plus Julian | 
lensing by | 


| highly pleasing mixture of Mexican | 
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RKO in Red 


Continued from page 3 = 


versal, 40 from Metro, about 35 
‘from 20th and similar figures from 
other lots. : 


Of the 10, only three were ma, 
| by the studio itself—“Break Up” 
|\“The Murder” and “Beautiful But 
| Dangerous.” The others are inde. 
| pendent productions. They include 
Frederick Brisson’s “Never Wave 
At a Wace,” Samuel Goldwv; 
|“Hans Christian Andersen,” 
mund Grainger’s “Blackbeard 2 
| Pirate,” Filmakers’ “The Differ 
ence,” Joseph Kaufman's “Sudden 
| Fear,” Bernie Luber’s “The 
| Shark” and Wald-Krasna's 
| Men.” 
' RKO faces additional product 
| difficulties, with only one film now 
|on its production ‘slate for the rest 
joe the year—and that indefinitely 
postponed. It is “Split Second.” 
which was scheduled to start pro- 
; duction several weeks ago. 
Product the company now has og 
the shelf reportedly will carry 
to next March 1 at a maximum. 
| Even at that, to keep the distribu- 
tion pump anywhere near normally 
primed, it would be necessary to 
| Pick up a few completed pix from 
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|indies, as RKO has done in the 
| past. 
Several months ago, company 


was in negotiation with 20th-Fox to 
buy some completed negatives for 
its distribution. Deal fell through, 
however. Theré have been reports 
|since that feelers have been sent 
out to other companies, but there's 
been nothing concrete. 


RKO at the moment is doing 
quite well, with “King Kong” re- 
issue, “Sudden Fear,” Robin 


Hood” and several other pix rack- 
|img up strong grosses. That will un- 
| doubtedly give the company a bet- 
ter financial report for the cur- 
|rent (third) quarter. 


| anal back to New York $1,200,000 


lof their earnings at the official 
| rate of exchange (350 francs to the 








French Snag 


Continued from page 3 





|dollar), and all the rest at the 
| capital account rate, which varies 
| but is slightly less favorable. 

Cut Contained In Decree 
| The cut in the number of im- 
|port permits is contained in a 


decree issued by the French re- 
| cently. Unfortunately, there was no 
official statement of the remittance 
arrangement. Allport and his as 
sociates were merely given to un- 
derstand what the deal would be if 
the Americans accepted the 90-pie 
ceiling. He transmitted this data to 
the U. S..and the MPEA board 
acted on it accordingly. 

Allport made a previous trip to 
New York about three weeks ago to 
report the original deal to the 
| board. When he got back to Paris, 
he discovered, however, that the 
French were pleading poverty and 
said they couldn't allow the remit- 
tance of so many dollars. 

Unless a change has taken place 
over the weekend, MPEA may be 
forced to cancel its previous arcept- 
ance of the 90 quota. A.real donny- 
brook could then develop. 

French are undoubtedly relying 
;to win out on the basis of the 
American companies’ anxiety to 
| get their frozen coin out of Paris 
|as quickly as possible. There is 
‘always fear of devaluation or other 
| steps to make remittance of the 
'curremacy tougher. 

Yanks think the new move is 
another bargaining maneuver by 
the French. They feel they may 
| have made a mistake in their own 
|handling of the negotiations by se 
readily giving in on acceptance of 
the new low ceiling in order to 
(hurry their coin out. 


Mpls. Nabes 


Continued from page 3 
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large additional newspaper ads on 
| Thursday calling attention to the 
| advantages of attending the ozon- 
ers and citing the alleged discom- 
forts and health jeopardies attend- 
ant to riding on “excessive:y 
| crowded streetcars and buses.” At 
ithe same time, while the streetcar 
|and busloads have been three and 
'a half times larger than normal, 4 
| boxoffice survey for the first two 
| Thursdays reveals that theatre at- 
tendance apparently was helped 
little if any by the greatly in- 
jcreased throngs invading the loop. 
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Pome 


IVANHOE IS QUOLOSSAL! 


Hitting the BIG JACKPOT twice within just a year is an achievement that’s 





good not only for M-G-M customers but for the entire industry. 


WATCH THE TRADE PRESS FOR.AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
ON “IVANHOE”! How about this! In its 5th week it’s still packing them 
in at San Francisco and Cleveland.:Music Hall, N. Y., 5th week is bigger than 
the 4th, which outgrossed the opening week of every M-G-M picture at this 
theatre in the last 14 years! 28-day gross is $100,000 ahead_of “Great Caruso”, 


which went on to’play a full 10 weeks! 


You'll soon be able to answer for yourself: 


vow BIG is IVANHOE’? 
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Italy Cuts Terms 
U.S. May Charge 
For Its Pictures 


Italian government, which has 
become increasingly tough in its 
attiiude toward Yank film firms in 
recent months, slapped a new 
hurdle on them last week. It re- 
duced by decree top rental terms 
that American distribs may charge 
from 42% to 40%. 


Only loophole is that one-fourth | 


of imperts into Italy will be per- 
mitted a 50% ceiling and pix 
judged “exceptional” will have no 
ceiling. These latter terms are the 
same as previously applied. 

U. S. distribs had already been 
suffering under new, rigid .applica- 
tion of regulations regarding re- 
mittances and use of their frozen 
funds in Italy. Americans had been 
permitted considerable freedom in 
arranging deals by which they were 
getting their coin out of Rome via 
private discount setups. 

In recent months, however, the 
Italian government has not _only 
clamped down on these deals, but 


has €éven put a stopper on use of | 
frozen lire by American companies | 


to pay travel and expenses of their 
own reps in Italy. Only by unusual 
pressure have funds, which for- 
merly were freely available for 


such purpose, been released re- | 


cently. 

An interpretation from Italy of 
the new moves is that the govern- 
ment was encouraged to lower the 


boom when it saw the stiff terms | 


offered by the French and accepted 


by the Motion Picture Assn. of | 


America. Italians felt they had 
been too easy. 

The new ceiling on rentals was 
decreed under Article 10 of the 
1947 “Greater Film Law.” 
interests have fought it ever since 
it was passed as discriminatory. 
They tried unsuccessfully to have 
it lifted in negotiating the film 
agreement of 1950 between the two 
countries. 














Loew’s-Skouras 


_—_——a_ Continued from page 3 














more harmful to the industry than 
TV. Par prez Barney Balaban and 


United Paramount+Theatres chief | 
Leonard Goldenson had previous- | 


ly made similar observations. 

As a matter of «fact, there are 
few distribs or exhibs who don’t 
recognize the evil to the b.o. in 
not giving audiences _ sufficient 
choice of product and not giving 
pix a chance to play off slowly 
enough so that the entire potential 
audience for a film will have a 
—s to hear about it and see 

No Solution 


Difficulty is that no one has/| 


come‘up with anything like a solu- 
tion—and there may well not be 
one. There have been a few efforts 
at alleviation, but none has really 
worked except in limited frame- 
works of particular geographic 
areas. 

Zoning, as now being used by 
Paramount in Los Angeles, has 
helped, according to the distrib. 
But Par admits that’s only because 
L. A. is spread over such a large 
area it breaks up logicall} into 
seven different communities. Par 
has been able to limit the number 
of day-and-dates in each of the 
tones, 

In cities like New York, how- 
ever, with its tightly packed popu- 
lation and easy transportation, 
toning doesn’t work. Zoning im- 
plies that one area of a city is 
not competitive with another. It 
would be impossible to say in New 


York even that parts of Queens |, 


aren't competitive with Brooklyn 
or Manhattan with the Bronx, let 
&:one that theatres north of 72d 
a. for instance, are in a different 
competitive zone from those south 
of that boundary. 

It has been suggested that modi- 
fication of antitrust laws might be 
runs could be set 


sought so that 
by agreement among distribs and 


exhibs. That 
mote. Otherw 


ise, any pact betwee 
exhibs or bet E betwee n 


ween distribs. or - 

tween each other iA, 
ioe Of trade and illegal 
> Tee, ; y ; : 

iMiculty is, of course, that no 

ex ib wants to take a run less 

desirable than the b ; 


to get. Under the present § anti- 


ch the indus- 


trust decrees on whi 


Yank | 





ippears extremely re- | 


is conspiracy in | 


est he’s able | 


try operates, almost any exhib can 
seek almost any run if he’s will- 
ing to pay for it. 

Can’t Chance Trust Suit 

Any forced changes in that set- 
up mean, obviously, that some ex- 
hib’s going to get hurt—and with 
dozens of antitrust suits in their 
hair already, no distrib is willing 
to chance that. As one. distribu- 
tion exec explained it last week: 

“The situation is like a boat 
with too many people in, it out 
in mid-ocean. If they all stay in, 
they all take a chance on drown- 
ing. But no one is voluntarily go- 
ing to get out and chance going 
down by himself to save the 
others.” 

Some companies have found that 
ithe most practical step to elimi- 
| nating at least some of the day- 
| and-dates—though far from what 
| might be called a solution—is re- 
| questing high guarantees for pix. 
|That eliminates some _ potential 
| day-dates, but it is applicable only 
|in early runs and in certain situa- 
| tions. 

Multiple-run problem has not 
persisted through lack of attention. 
| Plenty of thought has been given 
it by distribution toppers. But no 
one has been able te come up 
with a real answer. 


mint: 


tC Continued from page 4 Saae 


























siderable difficulty launching the 
project in England. -He is not only 
stymied by the lack of equipment 
shooting of a Cinerama film re- 


quires a special camera), but is also | 
meeting government opposition re- 
garding the payment of royalties. 

Presently, there are only two) 
|Cinerama cameras available, one 
having been completed only re- 
cently. Originally, Korda was to | 
set the outfit’s initial camera, but | 
the company’s own shooting in the | 
U.S. was more elaborate than orig- 
inally contemplated, and all the| 
equipment was needed here for | 
|completion of the demonstration | 
film. 


The second camera took about 
a year to manufacture and three 
are in the works now. It is expect- 
ed that the new ones will emerge 
from the factory at a faster clip. 
Another factor that may delay 
Korda is the requests Cinerama 
has been receiving from U.S. pro- | 
ducers who are weighing the use | 
of the process. 

Korda’s difficulty with the Brit- | 
ish government stems from his re- | 
quest to bring in the special equip- | 
ment, use of which requires royalty 
| payments. Under the treaty be- 
{tween the U.S. and Great Britain, 
| royalty payments are immediately 
|convertible into dollars. This ap- 
plies to bocks, plays and songs, and 
Cinerama was séeking a similar 
deal for the use of its equipment. 
However, the British Board of 
Trade asked Korda to sign an agree- 
ment whereby use of the Cinerama 
equipment would be considered 
ordinary earnings rather than roy- 
alties. This, in effect, would have 
frozen the coin for some time. Cin- 
;erama, Inc., manufacturers and 
|owners of the process, were not 
| willing to go along with this ar- 
jrangement at this time. Negotia- 
tions between Korda and the Brit- | 
|ish Board of Trade are still going | 
| on, but, there is no indication as | 
/yet as to the outcome. 
| Last week, Cinerama, Inc., an- 
| nounced some changes in its or- 
ganizational setup. William R. Iat- 
;ady, in charge of technical devel- 
| opment, was upped to v.p. and gen- 
eral manager. He'll handle the in- 
|stallation of Cinerama equipment 
jin theatres showing the new me- 
dium. Wentworth Fling, director 
| of sound development, has been 
| made v.p. in charge of engineering. | 
| He just finished directing the sound 
| recording of “This Is Cinerama.” 


White Quits | 


——u=u==_= continued from page 3 























White also was burned over shifts | 
in clearances given-Skouras houses | 
as part of the settlement against | 


| a threatened suit against all prin- 


cipal distribs, except 20th, and the 
Loew's and RKO chains in N. Y. | 
In settling with Loew’s, 


same nabe clearance as that given 












Continued from page 3 


His future with U. will be deter- 
mined by his health, but it is 
thought likely that because of the 
severity of his present illness, he’ll 
not resume active participation in 
studio affairs. His stock likewise 
was acquired by Decca. 


Daff asserted that the series of 
huddles on budgets and pix to fill 
out the program of 36 for the 1952- 
53 production year (September to 
September) and for the start of the 
1953-54 program had served defi- 
nitely to move U out of the “bread 
and butter business.” 


“Nevertheless,” he added, “we 
are still going to produce mass- 
audience films. The difference will 
be that they will be on a higher 
budgetary and production level and 
offer the possibility for higher 
grosses.” 

Evidencing this, for one thing, 
Daff said, was the fact that 26 of 
the 36 films will be in Technicolor. 
That compares with 20 out of 35 
produced during the year that end- 
ed last week. 

The Rainbow Treatment 

U exec said the studio was now 
close to the point where every film 
that could be enhanced by tinting 
was getting the rainbow treatment. 
He opined that in four or five years 
practically all product from all stu- 
dios would be in color. 

“Our grosses and our earnings 
are proving,” Daff asserted, ‘that 
there’s nothing wrong with this 
business if the people in it will 
take their heads out of their hands 
and stop moaning and make pic- 
tures that are properly designed, 
properly exploited and properly 


| sold. 


“We have faith in the business 
and we're backing that faith with 
money. Rather than contracting, 
we’re embarking on an ever-ex- 
panding program. 


As for telepix production, Daff : 


said that U’s United World Films 
was wimding up the last five of its 
first series of 13. 
no move to arrange distribution of 
them until a whole program of 
the vidpix is developed, he ex- 
plained. 

He said the plan was to move 
slowly and consolidate thinking on 
the telepix production after each 
group was finished. There has been 
no further discussion, he added, of 
talk some time ago that Decca 
might handle distribution of the 
vidtilms. 
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boy-goes-girl and strip types, and 
stops with a small fine if the law 
is violated. However, Beach Mayor 
D. Lee Powell and councilmen are 
also. planning ‘a_ revision and 
strengthening of the law. 

Targets are Leon & Eddie’s, Jewel 
Box (currently closed) and the 
strip joints in the Miami limits. 
On the Beach, Tony Pastor’s, Cir- 
cus Bar are on the list as well as 
smaller spots catering to the “gay” 
set which seem to have flooded the 
area in recent months. Some weeks 
ago, military authorities declared 
most of them off-limits following 














| alleged murder of a civilian by two 


servicemen who claimed he had 
made improper advances after 
meeting them in a bar. Other 


|complaints such as rolling, over- 


charges on B-girl datings and serv- 


|ing of liquor to minors added to | 


the woes of the clubs affected. 

Oda note was Miami News story 
—also front-paged—charging the 
Herald with being confused, what 
with “exposing the femmics’” and 
still accepting advertising from the 
clubs so charged. However, along 
with the Florida Sun, the News, 
which does not accept such adver- 


| tising joined in the cleanup cam- 


paign. 

During the season the Jewel Box 
and Leon & Eddie’s staged lavish 
shows, with large casts, usually 
handled in good taste. It’s the mix- 
ing angle and the results that 
sparked the newspaper finger- 
pointing, with many of the opera- 
tors around town agreeing that 
some of the pin-pointed cafes had 
allowed their entertainers to get 
completely out of line. 


here, contacted Miami and Beach 
officials via telegram requesting 
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Inside Stufl—Pictures 


Plugs for films at no cost to the local theatres are being inserted by 
the Davenport (Iowa) Times. In four-column ads headlined “Go Out 
to a Movie Tonight,” the newspaper plugs the local attractions thusly: 
“Say, ‘Let’s Go to the Movie,’ and you're talking pleasures The kind 
of pleasure that makes folks feel good, the kind of pleasure that put a 
grin onthe face of the world.” 

“That's the good feeling the Motion Picture Theatre stands for,”. the 
copy continues. “America relaxes in its comforts and revels in iis 
entertainment. And because ‘going out to the movies’ brings together 
millions of happiness seekers—the Motion Picture Theatre is truly the 
heart of America.” Connected with the promotion is a contest in which 
the newspaper offers free tickets to a local theatre if the reader identi- 
fies the stars pictured in the ad. The 50 cards with the earliest post- 
mark receive free tickets to theatres of their choice. 





Universal exec v.p. Alfred E. Daff had a birthday while on a Coast 
visit a couple weeks ago. He thought he had kept the fact a secret 
until he got to the studio dining room and a waitress handed him a 
package which obviously contained a tie. He slipped out the card and 
thanked the donor, who was at the table with him. Each time he 
started to eat, another box with a tie arrived, until he had about a 
dozen of them. He was kept. busy running around the dining room 
thanking people. After the first four or five gifts, however, he started 
to become suspicious and finally began opening the boxes. He discoy- 
ered that all the ties they contained were his own. A studio prankster 
had raided his Beverly Hills Hotel cottage after he left in the morning 
and grabbed his cravats, which were then neatly boxed and presented 
to him. 

Should application filed by Walter Reade, Jr., for a TV station in 
| Asbury Park be okayed by the Federal Communications Commission, 
exhib topper will use the station extensively to plug his theatre in- 
terests in the area. Application for a UHF station was filed in Wash- 
ington last week by Atlantic Video Corp., of which Reade is the prine 
| cipal stockholder. 
| Reade plans to follow a policy similar to that of Mitchell Wolfson, 
|son, also prexy of Theatre Owners of America, makes widespread use 
| Florida theatre operator and owner of Miami’s only video outlet. Wolf- 








There will be | 


Jerry Baker, branch manager of | 
some | American Guild of Variety Artists 
Skouras houses move up to the | 











of the station’s facilities to plug his film activities. 
Reade’s Savoy Theatre, one of five theatres he operates in Asbury 
| Park, will be converted to a video studio. 





To obviate possible legal difficulties in the production of “Invitation 


| To the Dance,” Metro made a deal with the estate of the late Arthur 

Schnitzler, author of the German play, “Reigen,” from which the 
|French film, “La Ronde,” was made. One sequence in “Invitation,” 
| tagged “Ring Around the Rosy,” will actually be a “La Ronde” story 


| type, with Gene Kelly as the central character. 
| paid $10,000, of which $7,500 went to the Schnitzler estate and $2,500 


Understood Metro 


to Raymond Hakim, distributor of “La Ronde.” 

















| 

| enough to capture seventh money. 
|The Clifton Webb comedy likely 
| will be heard from additionally in 
| the weeks to come. 


“Greatest Show on Earth” (Par), 
back in many keys on pop-scale 
runs, took eighth, the Cecil B. De- 
Mille opus displaying real strength 
in view of the sensational biz done 
| on upped-scale engagements the 
first time out. The film also cleaned 
up in lesser playdates and at neigh- 
borhood theatres. “Lovely to Look 
At” (M-G), sixth in July, wound 
up ninth, while “Robin Hood” 
(RKO), fifth in July, was 10th. 


“Island of Desire’ (UA), which 
got sizable money two weeks out 
of four, was 11th, while “King 
Kong” (RKO) (reissues) rounds out 
the Golden Dozen for August. Lat- 
ter, which was high again on the 
list for the third month in a row, 
is baffling veteran exhibitors by its 
socko returns, though the 19-year- 
old piece is out on reissue for the 
second time. 


“Will Rogers” (WB), which was 
surprisingly mild in a number of 
spots, showed enough to head the 
list of runnerup pix. Absence of 
big name stars may have been a 
handicap. It did better in smallet 
cities for the most part than in 
the larger ones. ‘‘We’re Not Mar- 
ried” (20th), a nice little grosser; 
“Carrie” (Par) and.“Francis Goes 
to West Point” (U) rounded out the 
runnerup list. 


A wealth of strong, new product 
is on tap for the coming months, 
judging from showings of these new 
films in prelim playdates. ‘Ivan- 
hoe” (M-G) shapes up as a boxof- 
fice powerhouse based on its initial 
three dates. Film is now in its fifth 
record week at the N. Y. Music 
Hall, with the end not in sight. 
Initial five weeks are assured of 
being the greatest such in the his- 
tory of the Hall. 

“The Quiet Man” (Rep) also 
loomed as an outstanding grosser 
predicated on its terrific initial 
week at the N. Y. Capitol, where it 
looks as if it’s in for a long run. 
“Big Sky” (RKO), too, looms an 
unusually big winner as a super 
westerner, even though lengthy for 
}an outdoorer. 

“Son of Paleface” (Par) appears 
| to be another Bob Hope comedy hit 
| with the added lure of Jane Rus- 
jsell. “Merry Widow” (M-G) 








the former, it’s understood, but | that he be permitted to attend any | looks like a stout entry judging 
White’s thrée situations remain un- | conference relating to performers | from initial showings. “One Min- 


| his role with the company. 


AGVA 
every 


with assurances that 
cooperate’ in 
way.” 


changed. White denied any differ-| and their employment in niteries,| ute To Zero” (RKO) gives RKO 
ences over this and refused to | 
answer furiher questioning about | “wishes to 


another sturdy boxoffice film. 
“What Price Glory” (20th), 
} which many of the crix have liked, 


Aug. B. 0. Stakes 


Continued from page 4 

















looms as a strong newcomer based 
on its showings to date. “Les 
Miserables,” from the same studio, 
appears to be a nice entry with 
three opening engagements under 
its belt. It was big in Buffalo, okay 
in Providence and nice in third 
(current) week at N. Y. Rivoli. 


“Sudden, Fear” (RKO) continues 
as one of the strongest Joan Craw- 
ford pictures. It already has shown 
enough stamina to wind up sec- 
ond in final week of August. With 
“Sky,” “Zero” and “King Kong,” 
this film gives RKO four concur- 
rent boxoffice winners. 


“Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima” 
(WB) is still another new entry 
to show high biz potential. It is big 
in one N. Y. theatre, the Astor, 
and strong in the Bijou where play 
ing day-date. “Caribbean” (Par), 
also new, has shown up well in 
some of its initial dates. 

“Diplomatic Courier” (20th), 
llth in July, was a strong runner- 
up two weeks in the last month. 
“Anybody Seen My Gal” (U), 
which placed on the top 12 list 
one week and in runnerup classi- 
fication another, was a_ sturdy 
cojngetter for Universal all month. 

“Jeanie” (Rep), which also was 
among the top 12 one session, 
gathered in some additional coin 
after doing well in July. “Lost in 
Alaska” (U) has proved disap- 
pointing in most locations so far. 
“Wild Heart” (RKO) has not done 
at all weli to date. ‘ 

“Ivory Hunter” (U), which did 
okay previously, apparently found 
its best outlet in smaller arty the- 
atres judging by the experience in 
N. Y. Pic hit a new high opening 
week at the Trans-Lux 52d St, 
with a long run in sight. 

“Lure of Wilderness” (20th) did 
okay to big in several spot datings. 
“Fearless Fagan” (M-G), also new 
landed fine sessions in Louisville 
and Indianapolis tests. “Duel at 
Silver Creek” (U) hung up some 
surprisingly big totals during the 
month. 


Golding Back in U.S. 

David Golding, pub-ad chief for 
Samuel Goldwyn Productions, re- 
turns tomorrow (Thurs.) from three 
weeks abroad. He was in Paris un- 
fil the beginning of this week hud- 
dling with Joseph Bellfort, Con- 
tinental manager for RKO, which 
distributes Goldwyn product. 

Past few days he has been 32 
London for confabs with David 
Jones, chief RKO flack in cam- 
paign plans for opening of Gold- 
wyn’s “Hans Christian Andersen. 
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Paramount, N. Y. 
Louis Armstrong & All Stars 
(5) 
don Jenkins Orch (21) & Chorus 
(8), Mr. Ballantine, Walter Long; 
“The Crimson Pirate” (WB), re- 
viewed in VarRieTY Aug. 27, °52. 





The diversity of music in Para- | 


mount’s current show makes for an 
entertaining session. The classic 
jazz of Louis Armstrong, supported 
by a top group of hepsters, and 
the semi-classies of the Gordon 


with Velma Middleton; Gor- | 


Jenkins combination prove that} 


music, properly presented, can 
still hold the centre of the stage 
and pull plenty plaudits. 

Armstrong is one of the revered 
figures in the jazz world. A skilled 
interpreter of the New Orleans 
idiom, Satchmo is also a prime 
comic both at his guttural vocals 
and the trumpet. He’s a lot of fun 
to watch and listen to. 


For this occasion he got together 
an excellent group of top jazz mu- 


' 
| 


} 





\that five-a-day sked, with the cus- 
'tomers gettimg their money’s worth 
from Ellington and his very tal- 
ented henchmen. McStay. 





Palace, N. Y. 


Nick & Vicki Collins, Jeanne 
Charlebois, Stan & Patty Parks, 
Strawberry Russell & Julia, Rigo- 
letto Bros, & Aimee (3), Little 
Jack Little, Alan Carney, Howard 
Fuller Trio; “Woman of the North 
Country” (Rép), reviewed in 
Variety July 30, ’52. 








The Palace bill shows a glimmer 
of the bigtime with this session. 
Some of the turns provide a fairly 
oldtimey flavor which somehow 
registers best in this house. Little 
Jack Little, one of the top singers 


in the Charleston era, and Alan’ 


Carney have played some of the 
major theatres in the country. 
They give considerable strength to 
the latter portion of the bill. Most 


sicians consisting of Cozy Cole,|of the other acts aren't too dis- 


drums; Arvell Shaw, bass; Barney 
Bigard, clarinet; Marty Napoleon, 
piano, and Russ Phillips, trombone. 
This combo, billed as the “All 





| tunes in his 


tinguished. 


Little has introduced ‘plenty of 
day. This diminutive 


| singer is remembered as the guy 


Stars,” is extremely effective in| qressed in an Eton suit playing a 
dishing out the rhythms. They abet | miniature piano and wowing the 


the comedy excellently. 

Armstrong opens the proceed- 
ings with “Sleepy Time Down! 
South,” the band gets going with | 
“12th St. Rag,” and both orchs 
fois forces on “Saints Comes 
Marching In.” It’s a project that 
gets a tremendous hand. Vocalist 
Velma Middleton is similarly a 
show in herself. With Armstrong | 
a number of years, she sells a 
blues and unites with Armstrong 
on “That’s My Desire” in a man- 
ner that tears down the house. | 
The entire turn gets a tremen-| 
dous mitt. 

Jenkins, who came up with his} 
Decca of “Manhattan Tower,” has} 





customers. The wow is somewhat 
subdued these days, and he now 
wears a business suit, but he still 
shows a mastery of the audience. 

In recent years, Little has been 
in the cocktail lounge field and 
working as a disk jockey. He’s 
lost none of his showmanly touch 
in the intervening time. . 
across “Mary Lou,” “Hold Me,” 
“Shanty in Old Shanty Town,” 
“Jealous” and a few more in a 
manner that leaves the audience 
well satisfied. 

Carney makes a large audience 
dent with his series of character 
impressions. He builds nicely with 
his takeoff on a labor meeting and 
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Chié¢ago, Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 29. 
Rosemary Clooney with Charles 
Trotter; Florian ZaBach, Georgie 
Kaye, Bud & Cece Robinson, Louis 
Basil Orch; “Has Anybody Seen 
My Gal” (U). 





*This one-weeker set right in the 
middle of the long Labor Day 
weekend should prove a_ hefty 
grosser for the Balaban & Katz 
flagship. Stage fare is headlined 
with a hot property, Rosemary 
Clooney, who is riding high on two 
record hits currently. 

Show, although overlong, plays 
amazingly well. A large part of 
this is due to the most enthusiatic 
audience this theatre has had in 
many months. House at show 
caught was dotted heavily with 
out-of-towners, who haven't seen 
these acts before or been glutted 
with television or nitery fare. Prac- 
tically everything offered was 
greeted with thunderous applause. 
Even an attempt at a community 
| sing, which at most times falls flat 
| here, was carried off in good fash- 
ion. 

Bill starts off with the fast com- 
edy terping of the brother and 
sister team of Budg& Cece Robin- 
son, who cavort all over the boards. 
They get a bright reception for 





| tricks he: 
{numbers get ample mitting. 


been able to sustain More produc- 
tion numbers. 

Most of the elephants do not 
fuse too well. The continuity, sup- 
posed to depict scenes from vari- 
ous cafes in Havana, has been cut 
to shreds. Theres’ only a sugges- 
tion of a dialog to set the show, 
and it isn’t enough. 

The acts, however, do their vari- 
ous jobs well. The toppers in this 
display are the Gerardos, a dance 
team that has been around for 
some years. However, they’ve re- 
furbished the act to the extent that 
it has smoothness, polish and so- 





New Acts 


BUDDY COSTA 
Son 


gs 

12 Mins. 
Cafe Society Downtown, N.Y. 

Buddy Costa, who’s been identi- 
fied with the Pyramid disk label, 
in his local cafe bow indicates he 
can make good in this field. He 
can sing well enough to get good 
mitts, but needs to acquire the 














phistication. The routines are neat- 
ly devised in that the major reli- 
ance is on dancing with only a few! 
for. variety. Their three} 


Mann & Benson provide the com- | 


|edy. They’re not strong enough for 
ithe two spots, but they achieve} 


| good audience response in parts. 


In addition to the Gerardos, 
there are two other dance turns, | 
Juancito & Mercedes and the Dol- 
ores Harper Trio. The former do 
a standard line of rhumba terps. 
However, the gal imparts a lot 
more sex into the routine than is 
customary for this type of act. She 
indulges in a prodigious amount of 
derriere shaking. She does a bit 
with a dollar bill which, if done in| 
a dark cafe, could be construed as | 


He socks | 


| pecking session, which ties in nice- 





| 


| 


| 


closer of saddie shoes and sweater | a bid for customers to put tightly 


folded greenbacks at the edge of 
the table. They are okay for shirt- 
sleeve matinee audiences and spe- 
cialized cafe situations. 

The Dolores Harper Dancers, 
consisting of two boys supporting 
Miss Harper, are a well-drilled Ne- 
gro trio who have an artful ap- 
: ; proach to their dance chores. They 
femmes. He does a nimble job on | combine ballet and modernism for 
“Hora Staccato. | generally excellent results. Their 

Fiddler earns some chuckles as|topper is depiction of a cock-fight 
he plucks a few bars but gets aj which has a good basic dance de- 
heavy mitt with his Leroy Ander- | sign with a thread of humor run- 
son medley. He has the seathold- | ning through it. 
ers humming and singing “Kiss Me; The production terping 


ly with current picture about the 
’20s, “Has Anybody Seen My Gal.” 

Florian ZaBach, hometown vio- 
linist, has developed a great deal 
since last seen here in a nearby 
bistro, adding a line of chatter 
sprinkled with localisms, which 
scores particularly with the 





a literate music crew. Although ; walks off a winner. 

he’s cut down the group somewhat! Another vet act is Strawberry 
since last at the now vaudeless/ Russel] & Julia, a Negro man-and- 
Capitol, his musical values are in-| woman comedy pair who are 
tact. The southpaw maestro fronts | basically funny. These oldtimers 
eight strings, five reeds, five brass,|do a spot of song and dance work 
three rhythm and a vocal octet.|and knock off a few time-tested 
Jenkins opens strongly with a lines. The male does a bit of in- 


rhythm version of “Blue Danube” 
and hits a nice response with “New | 
York’s My Town,” excerpted from | 
his “Manhattan Tower” suite. It’s | 
a big crew for this little work, | 
but the audience response is ap- | 
parently worth the extra hands | 
on board. 
The act sector goes over equally 
well. Mr. Ballantine, the pseudo-| 
magico, has no difficulty getting 
the crowd over to his side with | 
his studied ineptness to do any | 
tricks. He has an excellent line | 
of chatter besides. Ballantine was 
recently on the “All Star Summer 
Revue.” He would have been a 
national figure had his TV recep- 
tion approached anything like that 
which obtains at the Paramount. 
Completing the act lineup is 
Walter Long with a smooth line 
of hoofery. Long has a polished 
mien in showing his dante ex- 
cerpts. His topper is a medley of 
oldtime terps for a healthy by 
ose. 





- 


strumental on a cigar box fiddle 
which works out well. 

The Rigoletto Bros. (2) and 
Aimee, another vet team, comprise 
a turn that has rarely failed to do 
well. The combination of magic, 
music acrobatics and _ novelty 
dancing brings top audience re- 
sponse. Aimee’s clown dance is 
similarly applause-winning. 

Jeanne Charlebois, a Canuck 
act, provides an okay vocal novel- 
ty. She starts off with instru- 
mental imitations and follows with 
impressions of a little girl and a 
baritone. She accomplishes her 
aims in the applause sense, but 
there must be more sophistication 
in her act to make +her eligible for 
the plushier spots. 


In the New Act column are Nick 


& Vicki Collins, Stan & Patty 
Parks and the Howard waa | Trio. 
ose. 


Paramount, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 29. 





Casino, Torento 
Toronto, Aug. 29. 

Duke Ellington Orch (16), | 

Howell & Bowser, Betty Roche, 

Roll & Tap, Louie Bellson, Jim 

Grissom; Archie Stone’s House | 

Orch; “Cuban Fireball”. (Rep). | 





Duke Ellington and his band are 
packing the customers inio the | 
Casino for five-a-day sked rich in | 
diversity. There’s lots of ear- 
splitting brass for the jazz cats’ 
eardrums, but the Duke himself 
at the piano is what the more | 
adult patrons are waiting for; his 
sultry, slow-tempo _ styling of 
“Mood Indigo,” with a muted and | 
tricky orchestral background, plus 
“Solitude,” complete with key- | 
board meanderings in the trebles: | 
and a smash finale of “Caravan,” | 
with Ellington still at the 88. | 


_ Throughout the lusty show, El- 
lington is generous to his cohorts: 
Cat Anderson on the high trumpet; 
Harry Carney on teh baritone sax 
(with Ellington for 25 years); Juan 
Tizoll on the valve trombone ‘he 
wrote “Caravan” with Ellington); | 
Louie Bellson, drummer; Ray | 
Nance and a neat stage tribute to 
Billy Staryhorn, arranger. 


Apart from the  triple-tiered 
band and its smasho coordination 
and solo stepouts in “St. Louis 
Blues and “Skin Deep,” it’s still 
the Duke at the keyboard for his 
t1 ademarked slow piano breaks the 
customers want. For surr i 
bill, he has Howell : Gecae ae 
patter. plus calypso singing, a bit 
lewd but good; Betty Roche as 
vocalist and over well: Roll & Tap 
for their nonchalant eccentric 
dancing; and Jim Grissom in his 


songs. notably “Once There Lived 
a Fool.” 


| 








}in a considerable 


| tickle 






Neat packet warrants | 


Martin & Lewis, Kitty Kallen, 
Mayo Bros. (2), Barr & Estes, Dick 
Stabile Orch (25); “Rose of Ci 
marron” (20th). 





As a presentation house offer- 
ing, the new Martin & Lewis pack- 
age is one of the best whipped up 
riod. It’s fast 
and funny and offers a solid en- 
tertainment value even in today’s 
inflated market. As a draw, of 
course, it’s a cinch to rack up rec- 
ord or near-record grosses—and 
deservedly. 


Comics bear the brunt of the 
work although the surrounding 
talent is of unusually high calibre 
for a name package. Martin & 
Lewis routining has undergone 
some slight changes for this pack- 
age deal; some of the old material 
has been retained but it’s spiced 
with eau ly funny new stuff and 
Martin gets more of a chance to 
show off that fine set of pipes. He 
scores particularly on “You Belong 
to Me.” The buffoonery with Lewis 
remains in the studiedly-casual 
vein, Martin continuing as the 
.sharp, but calm, foil and there are 
occasional ad libs as the situation 
arises. 

Kitty Kallen heads the _ sur- 
rounding talent, socking over a 
trio of tunes to generate strong 
ear as well as eye appeal. Best is 
her high-voltage “St. Louis Blues,” 


| which earns her a begoff. Barr & 


Estes, eccentric and comedy acro- 
dancers, open with routines that 
the wholders and the 
Mayo Bros. please with their fancy 
footwork routines on an elevated 
platform. 

Dick Stabile emcees and serves 
as an occasional stooge for the 
comics in addition to leading his 
augmented band for backstopping. 

Kap. 








| Again” as a salute to a supposed | Nanci Darken, who does okay in 
couple in the audience celebrating | that department, and the vocalists 
a wedding anni. Crowd gives his | are Rita Montoya, a nicely stacked 
flashy “Hot Canary” a good mitt.|tunestar, and Luis Torres, whose 
Brought back, he rushes through | powerful bary collects a good ap- 
“Flight of the Bumble Bee.” | plause rating. The band backing is 

Georgie Kaye registers with his| by Louis Varero, who sometimes 
stock of jokes on the Atomic Age, | Plays loud enough to drive the cus- | 


is by 
| their audience completely. Jose. 





how to achieve a better memory, 
and his reverse lyrics to “Night 
and Day.” Young comic, however, 
gets his biggest yocks with im- 
pression of a psychiatrist. 

Miss Clooney, who appeared 
here earlier this year, has added a 
conductor, Charles Trotter, who 
takes over the baton during her 
session. Lass has also been better 
routined and the measure of ner- 
vousness that she had has disap- 
peared, leaving her poised and pol- 
ished. Attractive blond swings out 
with “This Can’t Be Love” and 
follows with her Columbia disk 
hit, “Half As Much.” She goes 
over with “Lady is a Tramp,” but 
really scores with her top novelty 
tune, “Botch-A-Me.” 

Miss Clooney switches her mood 
again with a revival of one of the 
lesser known George Gershwin 
songs, “I Am Just a Little Girl,” 
then does a fine quiet rendition of 
“Tenderly.” Gal shows that she’s 
equally at home with a ballad as 
well as a beat number. Chirper 
cinches it all up with her first big 
disk seller, “Come On-A My 
House.” 


Louis Basil holds tight reins 
throughout the proceedings and 
the whole orch seems happier this 
week. Zabe. 


Holiday, N. Y. 

Michael Rose presentation of 
Tony Carlyle production, “A Night 
in Havana,” with Gerardos (2), 
Mann & Benson, Dolores Harper 
Dancers (3), Juancito & Mercedes, 
Nanci Darken, Rita Montoya, Luis 
Torres, Louis Varero Orch, Line; 
“Oriental Evil” (Indie). 





The Holiday Theatre apparently 
wants to latch onto a talent policy. 
House recently played Frank Sen- 
nes’ version of “Peep Show” and 
after a lapse of severeal weeks, 
when it went on a straight pix diet, 
it installed the Tony Carlyle pro- 
duction of “A Night in Havana” 
which recently had a long run at 
the Five O’Clock Club, Miami. Mi- 
chael Rose, now producer at this 
house, is interested in maintaining 
the live policy. 

Unfortunately, since “Havana” 
was a last-minute booking, Carlyle 
had no time to enlarge the show 
to supply sufficient body for two 
hours of playing time. Now pared 
down to about an hour and a half. 
the proceedings still have insuf- 
ficient substance. This is an hour’s 
show, considering the production 
and act calibre, and all else is 
stretching. 

Carlyle’s end is excellent. The 
inumbers he’s devised have pace, 
|speed and color and provides a 
| good base for the program. He's 
| done well with a comparatively 
i small cast. Had he had more bod- 
lies in the show, he might have 











|“Texas Rangers” (Col). 


tomers out of the house. Jose. 


Apollo, N. Y. 
Billy Eckstine, Buddy Rich Orch 
(14) with Shirley Jones: Coles 
& Atkins, Pigmeat & Co. (3); 





Billy Eckstine, toplining here in | 
his fifth consecutive Labor Day 
weekend booking, still packs the 
vocal wallop that pays off in big 
trade and frantic reception. Al- 
though it’s strictly an Eckstine 
crowd from the start, the aud is 
wound into high gear before his 
closing niche turn by the standout 
efforts of Buddy Rich and his crew. 
It’s a fast-paced bill, runing 67 
minutes, and clicko all the way. 

Eckstine hits from the walkon. 
In white suit, cotoa-colored tie 
and shoes to match, he strikes an 
imposing figure, and has the gals 
eating out of his hand before he 
hits the first note. Opens in low 
register with “Falling For You” 
and follows with a neat, rhythmic 
“My Fickle Heart.” Rings the bell 
with socko “I Apologize” and 
“Hold Me Close To You,” his dis- 


clicks. Changes pace in a colorful | p 


version of “Mardi Gras’ and winds 
ae * with a medley of past faves. 

ckstine has a tight grip on the 
house throughout the songalog and 
his deep baritone style wins femme 
howls. Only flaw is his habit of in- 
troing each number with “it goes 
something like this.” Line becomes 
irritating after a while. 

Buddy Rich generates plenty of 
steam in a series of standout orch 
instrumentals and drum solos. Orch 
of five reed, five brass and four 
rhythm (with the maestro on 
drums) clicks in opener with 
“Swing In The Rockies” and sus- 
tains pace during the show with 
“Hob Nail Boogie’ and “Not So 
Quiet.” Latter number showcases 
Rich’s sock skin-beating style. 

Ever youthful, Rich also makes 
for an affable emcee and gets in 
some hoofing kicks in a brief stint 
with Coles & Atkins. Team works 
neatly through some standard heel 
and toe stuff, nabbing okay mitt 
for soft shoe work at close. Duo, 
however, should stick to cleat work 
and omit patter which never comes 
across. 

Pigmeat and guy and gal aides 
draw maximum laughs out of a 
tired sketch about infidelity. In 
Pigmeat’s case it’s a question of 
mind over material. Gros. 





Cotton Bowl’s Toppers 


Dallas, Sept. 2. 
Headlining the free show to be 









staged at the Cotton Bowl here on 
Oct. 14 during the State Fair of 
Texas will be pianist Liberace. | 

Vocalist Margaret Whiting and | 
the Four Aces have also been pact- | 
ed for the bill. | 


showmanship that will get him into 
the more lucrative settings. 
Costa, like many other singers, 
is awaiting that big break when 
his recordings would skyrocket 
him. He made one major try with 
his disking of “Mask Is Off.” While 
it didn’t launch him into the super 
brackets, it did advance his cause 
among record buyers. His reper- 
toire includes a big rendition of 
“Sorrento,” which seems to carry 
the most conviction. His other 
items, both in the bailad line and 
rhythm tunes, carry enough sta- 
mina to get good hands. Jose. 


EVANS BROS. (2) 

Songs 

10 Mins. 

Cafe Society Downtown, N.Y. 

The Evans Bros., two Negro new- 
comers, have a sound idea that still 
needs considerable work. They're 
trying to do rhythmic renditions of 
slow ballads without losing the 
basic tempo. The effect makes for 
pleasant listening. 

Both have big voices and a good 
line of harmonics. There’s con- 
iderable interest in their rendi- 
tion of “Cool Water,” with some of 
their other tunes hitting a good 
applause rating. 

After making a good impression 
with this Tine of musical thought, 
the boys do a double impression 
of Johnnie Ray in which they lose 


STAN & PATTY PARKS 
Novelty 

9 Mins. 

Palace, N.Y. 

Stan & Patty Parks, are a di- 
minutive couple who do ventrilo- 
quy, song and dance work with 
equal ability. There’s little stress 
on any one segment of their tal- 
ents. As is, they provide a sam- 
pling of each that indicates they 
excel in none. 

With some reroutining of this 
turn, that end could be achieved, 
with essentially the same material 
they have on hand. Jose, 


HOWARD FULLER TRIO 
Acro 

9 Mins. 

Palace, N.Y. 

Two members of the Howard 
Fuller- Trio have been around for 
years. It’s a family act comprising 
mother, father and son, with the 
major interest pegged around the 
offspring. The !ad on his own shows 
some good tricks and contortion 
work. Trio-wise, their work is fair- 
ly standard. : 

In this instance, mother supports 
the whole family. She’s the under- 
stander and is still able to perform 
this heavy task. Pa shows consid- 
erable agility in his hand-to-hand- 
ing. Act goes over well. Jose. 


NICK & VICKI COLLINS 
ance 

8 Mins. 

Palace, N.Y. 

Nick & Vicki Collins comprise a 
well-appearing tap twain. They’re 
well costumed and have a good set 
of basic routines, but need more 
variety. There’s little in their rou- 
tine to differentiate them from 
many acts of this type. 

Their forte is a nice appearance 
and basic ability, with further de- 
velopment probable. Jose. 


TWO PIANOPHIENDS 
Songs, Instrumentals 
10 Mins. 

Hotel President, K.C. 

Pair of youngsters fresh out of 
the University of Wichita have 
been brought here by the McCon- 
key office and the President man- 
agement to offer their stint for the 
pavess thrice nightly. Phiends are 

arold Schooler and Jack McCord, 
who look the part of college boys 
and whose approach is refreshing 
and talented. 

Two put their four hands to 
work on a single piano keyboard, 
and come up with some sprightly 
arrangements on standards, Latins 
and novelty tunes. Their book con- 
tains number of old minstrel tunes 
which they chant, along-with some 
standards to which they have var- 
ied the lyrics to their own style. 

At this session they reeled off a 
lilting medley of “Begin the Be- 
guine” and “Night and Day, 
chanted the minstrel tune, “Red 
Hot Henry Brown.” fingered a fast 
“Mambo Jambo” and wound with 
“Sweet Georgia Brown.” Lads are 
clean cut and qualify as an accom- 
plished act decidely out cn" 


ordinary. ' u 
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Amusement Stock Quotations 


For the Week Ending Tuesday (2) 


Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net. 
Vol.in High Low Close Change 
100s for week 

N. ¥. Steck Exchange 
MN Va get ws i oho ae 6s 29 10% 95% 10% + % 
RS ERTL TET 27 3614 34% 36% +1% 
Ces Un ch bhoWee bs 29 3612 3438 36% +1%4 
ee eo sate aaeers oct 8 12% 12 123% 
Decca Dae be éhes 52 918 8% 914 + 
Eastman Kodak ......... 88 45 4458 4434 — \& 
ay AA 110 1334 1354 135% + % 
EE 2 ab aaae ee 3.54 55 25 2434 25% + ™% 
Philco Wtnktbesawennks 50 32% 31% 31% + % 
RCA keen aiedlees devs 215 27% 26% 27% +1 
i? PMUEOE ..¢ceccene ve 29 4 3% 3% — & 
BRAG? BMCALTOS. ccccircaces 99 31% 3% 344 + % 
pO ee ree 24 334 35% 33%4 
ee ee ee 3 1014 10% 10% — \&% 
20th-Fox ....... Seeccccne 60 164% 15% 16 
Ws: Sesh wessice cs 1334 13% 1354 
Univ. SCs Hegetes veces’ ae 1234 12% 1234 + % 
ts PUES Ss va Ghseeeedees 5 62% 62 62% + %& 
ok ee 17 12% 12% 1234 — %& 
SE ee eee carci ts case - 26 77 7554 77 +1% 
N. Y. Curb Exchange 
Oe eee | ver 53 16% 1554 16% + % 
TO 54 Wiss 655 0s 5s 08 15 24% 234 234 — \% 
WOCRBIONIOE .. 0.60 decease 12 22 2134 22 + & 
Over-the-Counter Securities Bid Ask 
Cinecolor SENS Serr rey 1% 2 + h% 
Chesapeake Industries (Pathe)........... 34% 4 
Bes TR, Si sidtdis wien ado 4lg'b-6 060068 0%. 6% 434 534 — \%& 
Ee IN a Oh hice cheb Sek ice 08s eK 7% 814 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 
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Hedda Biog Tells All 


Continued from page 2 








pretty town 14 miles outside the | 
industrial city of Altoona,” she sets | 
the mood on the very first page: | 
“There I met DeWolf Hopper. In-| 
asmuch as I left home to escape 
the heritage of being a butcher's 
daughter, it seems ironical that I} 
was to spend the rest of my life 
dealing in ham.” 

Hopper’s five wives’ first names, | 
in sequence. were Ella, Ida, Edna | 
(Edna Wallace Hopper), Nella and | 
Elda. She resented the similarity, | 
and a horoscope-reader gave her | 
the Hedda billing. 

In the book Miss Hopper name- 
drops the Hollywood who’s who 
and chronicles_her own struggling 
career as a chorister, later actress, 
until the fates catapulted her into 
column-writing. Her flair for nar- 
“rative only further attests to the 
book’s quality. 

She is as unsparing of the many 
famed personalities whose lives 
touch on hers as she is of herself 
and her family. She is certainly 
carpingly critical of Hollywood's 
brushoff to David Wark Griffith 
and Marshall (Mickey) Neilan as 
she is with other mA&anifestations of 
the w.k. “short memory” treat- 
ment. 

Through her own life and con- 
tacts is traced the Broadway and 
Hollywood story: Pickford, Fair- 
banks, Lady Sylvia Ashley, the 
Frank Cases, her feud with Lou- 
ella O. Parsons (it'll never be the 
perfect sister act, apparently), the 
private lives of the Thalbergs, 
Joan Crawford, Countess di Frasso 
and Gary Cooper, Lupe Velez, the 
Schencks, the Talmadges, her faith- 
ful Dema Harshbarger, Elizabeth 
Arden, Judith Anderson, Cissie 
Patterson, some terrific insights on 
Hearst and his San Simeon par- 
ties, her scalpel treatments on L. 


N 





ew York Theatres | 
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RADIO CITY. MUSIC HALL: 
Rockefeller Center 


“IVANHOE” 


Robert Elizabeth Joan 
TAYLOR ° TAYLOR ° FONTAINE 
Color by TECHNICOLOR + An M-G-M Picture 

plus SPECTACULAR STAGE PRESENTATION 








| (“nothing was official in Hollywood 




















B. Mayer (who was called “The 
Presence” when he was king of 
Culver City), Gloria Swanson, 
David O. Selznick, the human side 
of Dietrich, the closeups on Travis 
Banton and Adrian, Janet Gaynor 
and Charlie Farrell. 


Also, James Roosevelt and the 
Goldwyns, her potshots at Louella 


until Parsons first printed it, be it 
a birth, marriage or divorce”), her 
respect for Gable, Hollywood par- 
ties, Hollywood love life, Hollywood 
“loot” (gifts), the closeup on James 
Hilton, the British writer (who 
sounds like the original “man who 
came to dinner’); her abortive ad- 
ventures into other businesses 
ranging from agenting (Major John 
Zanft) to beautician (Elizabeth 
Arden), her adoration for her only 
son Bill (DeWolf Hopper 2d, offici- 
ally, who was in World War II 
service), her closeups on Pola 
Negri, Vilnta Banky & Rod La- 
Rocque (who, for all the Goldwyn- 
izing, today are still happily mar- 
ried; she plays golf and he sells 
real estate in Beverly Hills, as she 
discloses); Hollywood’s golden era, 
Theda Bara, Pau! Bern and Jean 
Harlow, and practically the who's 
who of Equity and Screen Actors 
Guild, past and present. 


Regarding her feuding with 
LOP, and a memorable (for Holly- 
wood, anyway) supposedly kiss- 
and-make-up luncheon at Roma- 
noff’s, she observes, “Peace — it’s 
wonderful. But it didn’t last. I've 
always thought this description 
suited us best: Louella Parsons is 
a reporter trying to be a ham; 
Hedda Hopper is a ham trying to 
be a reporter!” 


Whatever the self-appraisal, two 
things are certain: this is a highly 
readable book, and should make a 
highly filmable motion picture. 
That would be really completing 
the columnar-celluloid cycle. 


Comm’! Films 


L_——s Continued from page 3 


per week by simply showing such 
a one-reeler, 


So far as audience acceptance 
is concerned, it’s believed that top- 
flight advertisers could be relied 
upon to provide interesting screen 
material. 

Another factor pointed up re- 
garding audience acceptance re- 
volves around the revenue itself. 
Exhibs could easily explain that 
operating costs are constantly on 
the rise, and the income from ad 
pix may preclude the need of boost: 
ing admission prices. 

Some tradesters recall that not 
so many years ago many theatre- 
men were adamantly against con- 
cessions in their houses. They in- 
sisted that they were “showmen 
and not candy butchers.” Today, 
the net on soda pop and popcorn 
sales figures somewhat important- 
ly in exhibs’ economy. A parallel 





| issue). 






DENVER 


(Continued from page 6) 
(reissue) (2d wk). Fair $6,000. 
Last week, fine $9,500. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,200; 50- 
85)—“Lovely Look At” (M-G) (4th 


wk). Okay $6,000. Last week, 
$7,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 50-85) 
—‘“Carrie” (Par) (2d wk). Trim 
$8.500. Last week, good $11,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 50-85)— 
“Where’s Charley” (WB) and 


“High Sierra” (WB), day-date with 
Esquire. Good $12,000. Last week. 
“World in His Arms” (U) and 
“Army Bound” (Mono), sock $21,- 
000 in 9 days. 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 50-85)— 

“Where’s Charley” (WB) and 
“High Sierra” (WB). Okay $2,500. 
Last week, “World in Arms” (U) 
and “Army Bound” (Mono), solid 
$4.500 in 9 days. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 50-85)— 
“Big Sky” (RKO). Mild $10,000. 
Lrst week, “One Minute to Zero” 
(RKO) and “Holiday for Sinners” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2.200; 
50-85)—“Bie Jim McLain” (WB). 
Big $16,008. Holds. Last week. 
“We're Not Married” (20th) (2d 
wk), good $12,000 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 50-85)—“‘Ring”’ 
(UA) and “Man From Black Hills” 


(Mono). Record $7,500. Stays. 
Last week, on reissues. 

Tabor (Fox) (1.967; 50-85)— 
“Don’t Bother To Knock” (20th) 


and “To Shores Tripoli” (20th) (re- 
Fair $6,500. Last week, 
“Wild Stallion” (Mono) and “Here 
Come Marines” (Mono), good $8,- 


000. 
Webber (Fox) (750; 50-85)— 
“Don’t Bother To Knock” (20th) 


and “To Shores Tripoli” (20th) (re- 
issue). Modest $3,000. Last week, 
“Wild Stallion” (Mono) and “Here 
Come Marines” (Mono), good $4,- 
000. 





SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 6) 

(2d wk). Big $9,000 after $14,600 
opener. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,560; 65-90) 
—‘One Minute to Zero” (RKO). 
Terrific $17,000. Last week, “Un- 
tamed Frontier” (U) and “Tough 
Girl” (Rep), $7,700. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 65-90) 
—‘Under Paris Skies” (Indie). 
Slow $3,000. Last week, “Anybody 
Seen My Gal” (U) and “Thundering 
Caravans” (Rep) (3d wk), big 
$3,200. 

Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,282; 65- 
90)—“Lovely Look At” (M-G) and 


“Holiday for Sinners” (M-G) (2d 
wk). obust $11,000. Last week, 
$14,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,599; 65- 


90)—“Big Jim McLain” (WB) and 
“Old Oklahoma Plains” (Rep). Big 
$11,000 or near. Last week, 
‘“‘Where’s Charley” (WB) and “Nar- 
row Margin” (RKO) (2d wk-6 days), 
$5,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 65-90) 


—‘Leave to Heaven” (20th) and 
“Shores of Tripoli” (20th) (reis- 
sues). Fair $4,500. Last week, 


“Frankenstein” (FF) and “Dracula” 
(FF) (reissues). Okay $5,500. 
Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; 
65-90)—"‘Dreamboat” (20th) and 
“Sea Tiger” (Mono) (2d wk). Still 
ae 3 at $8,000 after big $10,400 last 
week. 





MONTREAL 


(Continued from page 7) 
“California Conquest” (Col). Nice 
$13,000. Last week, “King Kong” 
-— (reissue) (2d wk), big $10,- 


Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“What Price Glory” (20th). Solid 
$21,000. Last week, “Where's 


Charley” (WB) (2d wk), hefty $15,- 
000 


Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60)— 
“Aaron Slick” (Par) and “Atomic 


City” (Par). Good $6,000. Last 
week, “Carson City’ (WB) and 
“Fabulous Senorita” (WB), stout 


Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 34-60)— 
“Island of Desire’’ (UA) and “Con- 
fidence.Girl” (UA). Great $8,000. 
Last week, “Champion” (UA) and 
ao and Soul” (UA) (reissues), 

itto. 


Lesser Bros. Huddle 

Hollywood, Sept. 2. 

Irving Lesser, partner with Sey- 
mour Poe in Producers Represen- 
tatives, Inc., arrived on the Coast 
from New York today (Tues.) 
for a week of huddles with his 
brother, Sci Lesser. PR reps the 
latter on sales. 
They will line up Lesser’s pro- 
gram for the coming season, in- 
cluding the “Tarzan” releases and 
a number of documentary adven- 
ture pix which. they have edited 





Clips From 


NEW YORK 


Frank Taylor promoted to cash- 
ier in RKO Theatres lhomeoffice, 
replacing William Murphy who re- 
tired last week after 26 years with 
the company. 

Arthur E. Bell elected assistant 
treasurer of RKO Theatres and its 
subsidiary companies. 


CHICAGO 


Chelten Theatre, which has been 


few months, taken over by Charles 
and James Fitch. 

“Greatest Show on Earth” opens 
42 “A” runs next week. 

Charm Theatre reopens here next 
week. 
Kee, Ill., 

Sept. 14. 

Bob Gardner of Theatre Service 
and Gus Anders of Drowe Theatre 
Supply have formed Am-Gar Inc. 
Arcadia Theatre, St. Charles, IIl., 
reopening next month. 

Variety Club will hold its annu- 
al picnic at Fox River Grove, Fox 
River, Ill., Sept. 7. 

Mrs. Myer Gold elected head of 
the Women’s Variety Ciub of LIl- 
linois. 

Ambrose Conroe, manager of the 
B&K Tower, is recuperating at his 
home after several weeks’ illness. 
Eddie Levine, Balaban & Katz 
publicist for 14 years, leaves to 
join Universal's 
partment on Coast 
Davis Theatre Building sold to 
Isadore Kaplan by Lincoln Western 
Building Corp. 

Essaness Theatres giving up lease 
on Vogue Theatre Nov. 1 after 20 
years of operation; will reopen the 
Buckingham at that time. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Stanley Warner's Lindley Thea- 
tre, North Philly nabe, reopening 
for weekends. 


I. Barowsky sold his New Jewel; 
film house will be converted into 
a Negro church. 

Dr. Salem H. Lumish is heading 
a group which took over operation 
of S-W Wynne Tieatre, Aug. 26. 
Summer activity in show biz has 
brightened the city tax picture, ac- 
cording to Commissioner of Rev- 
enue George S. Forde. Yield to 
date, following summer pickup, is 
only slightly below last year’s take. 
Total for 1952 so far $1,664,576 
compared to $1,712,376 in 1951. 


DENVER 
Pat McGee, general manager for 
Cooper Foundation Theatres, elect- 
ed president of Colorado Assn. of 
Theatre Owners, succeeding B. D. 
(Dave) Cockrill, who died about a 
month ago. 

Robert Patrick and Mike Stewart 
formed Preferred Pictures Inc., 
and will handle new pix and re- 
issues in Denver territory. 


Windstorm at Newcastle, Wyo., 
was so strong it not only damaged 
the screen at Starlight Drive-In 
but also blew away 15 speakers. 
Gibralter Theatre managers and 
home office toppers will attend a 
convention devoted mainly to ad- 
vertising and publicity at Brown 
Palace Sept. 15-19. 


BOSTON 


The Fresh Pond Drive-In, Cam- 
brdige, selected as site for Arch- 
bishop Cushing’s fifth annual char- 


Keewanee, relights 


run by Norman Stone for the last} P 


advertising de-| 


Film Row 


of Nazareth Hospital fer Crippled 
Children. 

Closed for a couple of weeks to 
undergo a facelifting job, the 
Stuart has reopened. Harry Aaron- 
son, formerly manager of Rialto, 
Scollay Square, is manager. 

With summer season Officially 
over, E. M. Loew reopened the 
Watertown Theatre and the Strand 
in Peabody, with Lockwood & 
Gordon reopening the Braintree in 
Braintree. Kenneth Amidon ap- 
ointed manager of latter, replac- 
now in the 





ing Stanley Gavis, 
Navy. 

Larry Laskey, E. M. Loew part- 
ner, on extensive tour of Israel 
studying agricultural and financial 
conditions there. 


ST. LOUIS 


Realart Pictures of St. Louis, 
Inc., owned by Herman Gorelick 
and George Phillips, obtained St. 
Louis territorial franchise for Lip- 
pert Pictures in addition to dis- 
tribution rights of several other 
nroducers. 

Construction started on new 450- 
car ozoner for the Pirtle Amus. Co., 
Jerseyville, Ill., near that town. 


The Starlight, a new ‘T7T-car 
ozoner near Eldorado, IIL, lighted 
Labor Day (in time for Harvest 
Festival celebrated there) by the 
Turner-Farrar Theatres, MHarris- 
burg, Il. 

A. Schwartz, owner of a cafe 
and motel in Sullivan, Mo., lighted 
his new 300-car ozoner near that 
town, 

Edward Clarks, owner of the El 
Capitan, an ozoner near Metropo- 
lis, Ill., opened another drive-in 
near that town. He heads the Mas- 
sac Amus. Co. 

Anthony L. Matreci will relight 
his Uptown, a St. Louis indie nabe, 
Sept. 15. House has been dark 
since July. 


- 





TOLEDO 


Adam G. Goelz, former assistant 
manager of Palace, Akron, and 
later manager of Hippodrome and 
Town in Baltimore, returning to 
the Akron area, as manager of the 
State, Cuyahoga Falls, O. He suc- 
ceeds Ted Davidson, who resigned 
to go to Clarksburg, W/ Va., where 
he will manage the WB Ritz. 

Vernon Berg, owner of Little 
Theatre, Yellow Springs, O., re- 
opening with a policy of art films, 
Al Radin and Bill Laming will 
manage the house. 


DETROIT 


Otto N. Ebert, Jr., named RKO’s 
branch manager in Detroit, suc- 
ceeding Murray Devaney, who re- 
signed effective Monday (1). Ebert, 
formerly a salesman in the com- 
pany’s Indianapolis exchange, join- 
ed RKO in January, 1942 as office 
manager of the Indianapolis office, 
—_——————————— 
TO ALL TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE That 
TUSCANIA FILM, ¢.r.1. 
is e0-owner of the motion pleture 


SHADOW OF THE EAGLE 
(tentative title) 
also known as: “LA RIVALE DELL'IMPERA.- 
Mola produced in italy and England, star- 


Richard Greene and Valentina 
and the rights in its distribution and ex- 
tation Un a and Canada, 


No ony of scald 
rights a | be made without the prior written 
consent 


TUSCANIA FILM, s.r.1. 
c/o FORUM PICTURE CORP. 
50 West 96th Street 
New York, N. Y. 





ity show Sept. 15. Proceeds go to 
the fund which benefits building 











THEATRES 


(non-theatrical 














situation may prevail with ad pix. 





and processed. 





IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE ORDER OF THE U. $. DISTRICT COURT 
WE OFFER THE FOLLOWING PROPERTIES FOR SALE 


LEASED PROPERTIES 
Auburn, N. Y.; Geneva, N. Y.; Herkimer, N. Y.; 
Salamanca, N. Y.; Ashland, Ohio; Bucyrus, Ohio; 
Kent, Ohio; Piqua, Ohio; Corbin, Ky.; Lexington, 
Ky. (2); Maysville, Ky.; Paris, Ky. 


OWNED PROPERTIES 
Corning, N. Y.; Cortland, N. Y.; Lockport, N. Y.; 
Oneonta, N. Y.; Rochester, N. Y. (2); Perry, N. Y. 
(vacant lot); Ravenna, Ohio; Van Wert, Ohio 
building); 
Easton, Md.; Cumberland, Md. | 
BROKERS MUST DISCLOSE PRINCIPALS 
NO REASONABLE OFFER WILL BE REFUSED 
Address Inquiries to HOWARD M. ANTEVIL, Attorney, 
Schine Circuit Inc., 40 Main Street, Gloversville, N. Y. 


FOR SALE 


Cambridge, Md.; 











































4 2" te A 
RR RR I 
- ao aR > 


~omyr 


ry 














nition cee ANID 
- ; 
; = 
ve 














sss ++» 
"ve. 























AA AAA AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAD AMAA ADAM ++ooe : 

, 
— 
+ 

Pyeeeeeeevet s+ sss eeen) x 

PABLO nist caught: by the Secret Police, |frained from a cops-’n-robbers for- the various characters and a more : 

(Sunkist Playhouse) then releaseé o2 his promise to in-| mat, instead upped the tempo by |elaborate set arrangement. Vidpix Chatter 

br Nim ‘Seay, Elsie See he |form on his pals. With the aid of | basing it on a duel of wits. Lens-| Although the moppet-angled 

Mitrovich wi “4 /his buddies, Kjellin feeds the gen-|ing by Ellsworth Fredericks is | show was Grade A productionwise, 
Preducer: Screen Televideo Pro- | darmes bits of info while setting | good throughout. Daku. the story line on the installment Hollywood 
By Haas |them up for the next blow, when | viewed seemed pretty complicated,| Directorial lineup for Revue 


Writer: Brenda Weisberg 
30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 
SUNKIST 
KTLA, Hollywood 
(Foote, Eone & Belding) 
Liberal use of literary license 


has been taken by Brenda Weis-| 
berg in fashioning this tale of a 


Mexican troubadour, whose love 
for the bottle and 


ibut a 


the underground will plaster all 
Budapest with circulars to help 
their fight for freedom. Because 
one of the underground makes an 
error, two are killed by the cops, 
suspenseful fight atop a 
church tower sees the hero win, 
the heavies plunging to their death. 


In other than the competent 


horses almost gets him hanged. Al- | all this could have added up to 


most, because the marshal who 


heavy-handed melodramatics, but 


tenced him haven’t the heart to see | training hand on scenes where it 


him swing. 
gets some plausibility out of the 
situations but setsiders will have 
to take it tongue-in-cheek to nour- 
ish on the probabilities. 

Pablo, a Mexican counterpart of 


A cast of unknowns | 


could otherwise have been hokey. 
Alf Kjellin registers strongly as 


| the resistance fighter, and Carl Es- : 
|mond is excellent as the heavy.|celluloid for spot 


Karin Nordgren, Victor Perry and 


|Harold Gordon handle lesser roles 


Billy Gilbert (without the sneeze), | ¥é!l. 


gets chased out of his village for | 


Arthur Weiss’ original teleplay is 


| KING CALICO 

| With Johnny Coons, Doris Larson; 
Warren Best, Angelo Antonucci, 
puppeteers 

| Producers: Bill Newton, Ray Cian, 

| Coons 

| Director: Richard Galbreath 

| Writer: Chan 


unattended | hands of director Richard Irving,| 15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:30 p.m. 


Sustaining 


jugged him and judge who sen-|he helms it smoothly, keeps a re- WNBQ, Chicago 


After hitting a good rating mark 
ilast season as a live show, this 


j 
| 


| puppet strip has been converted to 
distribution. 
| Thanks to an excellent lensing job, 
the values that prevailed on the 
‘live version carry through on the 
|filmed treatment. Additionally, 


selling out the inhabitants and | well written, and he carefully re- filming permits more activity dy 


takes to stealing nags. The law 
tempers justice with a strange 
quality of mercy and plants a horse 
outside his cel! block, which is left 
unlocked. But Pablo spurns an 


with a great deal of confusing dia- 
log by the mitt characters. Part of 
the confusion probably springs 
from the fact that Johnny Coons 
does all the voices, and while he 
|generally gets good distinction be- 
tween the roles, the fast-paced 
chatter tends .to make some of the 
puppets sound alike. 


Adventure currently stirring up 
King Calico nee? his court, consist- 
ing of some half-dozen animal and 
doll dummies, has to do with a 
mysterious stranger who is making 
off with some of the royal gear. 
There’s lots of bouncing around 
and jabbering by the gang, which 
should go over fine with the wee 
youngsters. 


Only live person present is Doris 
Larson, who serves as hostess, in- 
troing each segment pleasantly. 

Dave. 

















TV Films in Proeduetion 


escape because, “a debt paid today | 


leaves none for tomorrow.” But | 


when a senorita calis on him, that’s 
different, and away they go. 
That's the story projected as 
straight drama but it is so watered 
down with sentimentality that it 
strains credulity. A cast of un- 
knowns work hard at making it 
believable and the end result is 
pleasing because no one really 
wanted to see the happy-go-lucky 
troubadour’s neck stretched. 
KTLA, the releasing station, 
came on three minutes after the 
logged time, an old custom with 
this indie. Just won't slough those 
spots. Helm. 


ROY ROGERS 

With Dale Evans, Pat Brady, Harry 
Harvey, Robert Hyatt, Francis 
McDonald, Minerva Urecal, Riley 
Hill, Sandy Sanders, Harry Mac- 
kin, Trigger (horse) and Bullet 
(dog) 

Producer: Jack Lacey 

Director: Robert Walker 

Writer: Dwight Babcock 

30 Mins.; Sat., 5:30 p.m. 

GENERAL FOODS 

NBC, from Hellywood 

(Benton & Bowles) 

The old order has changed in 

these footage-eating prairie sagas. 


_ The chase is no longer hoss against | 


hoss. The rustlers have now taken 
to four-wheelers and the blight of 
monoxide is withering the tumble- 
weeds, 

The Rogers’ trusty steed, Trig- 
ger, finds himself pitted against a 
four-ton’er full of dogies but with 
the aid of another gas-fed contrap- 
tion, a jeep called Nellybelle. Bul- 
let the pooch also helped and for a 
time it looked like he’d have to 
call in the three bears on the Sugar 
Crisp carton. 

Roy Rogers and Dale Evans know 
every little trick ‘fighting side by 
side for western justice” and the 
end payoff will be a happy audi- 
ence of kids, and adults, too. Slot- 
ted in the early evening and thrill- 

acked for a short haul, it will 

uild and hold a strong following. 
To lighten the villainous foragings, 
Pat Brady is a good straw-in-the- 
mouth comic. The others are mostly 
stuntmen, who take the falls for 
Rogers and know how to hit him 
without hurting him. 

The pic’s themer, “Happy Trails 
to You,” is a melodic little ditty 
that may yet make the Hit Parade. 
As always, Roy signs off with “may 
the good Lord take a likin’ to you,” 
a tender touch. Commercials are 
baited for the kiddies. Helm. 


CHEVRON THEATRE 
(Mightier Than the Sword) 
With Alf Kjellin, Carl Esmond, 
Karin Nordgron, others 
Distributor: MCA-TV Ltd. 
Producer: Revue Preductions 
Director: Richard Irving 
Writer: Arthur Weiss 
30 Mins.: Fri., 9 p.m. 
KTLA, Hollywood 
x ‘ BBD&O) 
Combination of a lively, believ- 
able seript, slick production, fine 
thesping and _ skillful direction 
makes “Mightier Than the Sword” 
a thoroughly enjovable entry in 
the Raya mg the Iron Curtain” 
sweepstakes, gI i a = 
Pht ip rt Ignoring the black 
tomarily applied to this format 
this telepic dealing with the re- 
Sistance movement in Budapest has 
a fine shading which adds to its 
flavor of authenticity. 
Alf Kjellin is the anti-Commu- 


characterizations cus- 

















ARROW PRODUCTIONS 
KTTV Studios: Hollywood 
Second set of 13 in “Ramar of the 
Jungle’ 26 half-hour jungle adventure 
telepix series to resume in Oct. 
Cast: Jon Hall, M’Liss McClure, Ray Mont- 
gomery, James Fairfax. , 
Producers: Harry S. Rothschild, Leon 
Fromkess. 
Film producer: Rudolph Flothéw 
Director: Wally Fox 
Assistant director: Wilbur McGaugh 
Art directur: Dan Hall 
Camera: Clark Ramse 
Film editor: Dwight Caldwell 
Story editor: Sherman Lowe 
Writers: Eric Taylor, Sherman Lowe, Or- 
vile Hampton 


WM. BOYD PROD'NS, INC. 

11700 Ventura Blvd.: Los Angeles 
Hopalong Cassidy series of half-hour 

| western adventures now shooting. Star- 

}ring William Boyd and featuring Edgar 

| Buchanan. 

| Executive producer: William Boyd 

| Associate producer: Robert Stabler 

Production manager: Glenn Cook 

Directors: Derwin-Abbe, Tommy Carr 


WILLIAM F. BROIDY PRODS. 
Sunset Studios, Hollywood 


“WILD BILL HMICKOK” series of half 
hour western adventure series now in 
preparation to resume shooting mid-Au- 
pac Guy Madison, Andy Devine set 
eads. 

“CASE HISTORY” featuring Regis Too- 
mey, Sara Hayden, and “TRAIL BLAZ- 
ERS” with Alan Hale, Jr., as set lead, 
also in preparation for fall shooting. 
Executive producer: William F. Broidy. 
Producer: Wesley Barry 
Director: Frank McDonald 


JACK CHEPTOK PRODS. 
General Service Studios, Hollywood 
“WOMAN FROM OMAHA,” “THE DE- 
SERTER,” “BLACK GOLD” set for Sept. 
3-9 shooting in “LONE RANGER” half- 
hour western series. Holly Morse directs. 
John Hart, Ha Silverheels set leads. 
Prodtacer: Jack Chertok 
Associate producer: Harry Poppe 
Director: Paul Landres 
Camera: Robert Pittack 
Television Co-ordinator: Frank Fralich 
Film editor: Jack Ruggiero 


BING CROSBY ENTERPRISES 
RKO-Pathe. Culver City 

Shooting “REBOUND” series of half 
hour adult dramas sponsored by Packard 
Motor Car Corp. ~ 
Executive producer: Basil Grillo 
Half-hour series of comedy-drama for 
“A CHAIR ON THE BOULEVARD” in 
preparation. 


alf hour series of adult drama films 
for “CROWN THEATRE” now shooting. 


DESILU PRODUCTIONS 

General Service Studios, Hollywood 

“1 LOVE LUCY” half hour comedy se- 
ries sponsored by Philip Morris shooting 
for fail season. 

Cast: Lucille Ball, Desi Arnaz, William 

Frawley, Vivian Vance. 
Producer: Jess Oppenheimer 
Director:, William Asher 
Writers: Jess Oppenheimer, Madelyn 

Pugh. Bob Carroll, Jr. 

“OUR MISS BROOKS” half-hour com- 
edy drama series now shooting for CBS- 
TV. General Foods sponsor. 

Cast: Eve Arden, Gale Gordon, Jane Mor- 
an, Dick Crenna, Gloria McMillan, Bob 
ockwell, Virginia Gordon. 

Producer: ry Berns 

Director: Al Lewis 

Assistant director: Jim Paisley 

Writers: Al Lewis, Joe Quillan 


FEDERAL TELEFILM, INC. 
Goldwyn Studios, Hollywood 

“MR. AND MRS. NORTH” series of half 
hour situation comedies now shooting 
first 39. Barbara Britton, Richard Den- 
ning, Francis de Sales head cast. 
Producer: Federal TV Corporation, 
Director: Ralph Murphy. 


FRANK FERRIN PRODUCTIONS 
6528 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 
“SMILIN’ ED’S GANG” series now shoot- 
ing. Ed McConnell, Nino Marcel head cast. 
Producer-director: Frank Ferrin , 
Associate ee Ralph Ferrin 
Assistant ector: Don Olsen 


FILMCRAFT PRODS. 


8451 Melrose. Hellywood 

GROUCHO MARX starred in 39 half-hour 
audience participation film productions 
now shooting once a week for NBC. 
| DeSoto-Plymouth sponsoring. 
| Producer: John Guede! 
| Film producer: I. Lindenbaum 
| Directors: Bob Dwen, Bernie Smith 


FLYING A PRODUCTIONS 











6920 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood 





as of Friday, Aug. 29 








“ANNIE OAKLEY” new series of 52 
half-hour videcaters now in praparation. 
— Davis, Billy Gray head cast. Parts te 
all. 


Second series of 52 half-hour Gene 
Autry Western telepix shooting. Gene 
Autry, Pat Buttram set leads. 

“RANGE RIDER” shooting second se- 
ries of 52 half-hour videoters. Jack Ma- 
honey, Dick Jones head cast. 

Producer: Louis Gray 
Directors: Wallace Fox, Geo. Archainbaud 

New series of half-hour western dramas 
entitled “DEATH VALLEY DAYS” now 
shooting. 

Preducer: Darrell McGowan 
Director: Stuart McGowan 


W. R. FRANK PRODS. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
Group of 4 30-minute “MEDAL OF 
HONOR” telepix to resume in Mid-Sept. 
Producers: W. R. Frank, William Dean 
Director: Reginald LeBorg 
Production Manager: Bart Carre 


GROSS-KRASNE, INC. 
General Service Studios: Hollywood 
Now shooting “BIG TOWN” series of 
26 half hour telepix sponsored by Lever 
Brothers. Patrick McVey and Jane Nigh 
set leads. A 
Producers: Jack J. Gross and Philip N. 
Krasne 
Director: E. A. Dupont. 


JOHN GUEDEL PRODS. 
600 Taft Bidg., Hollywoga 
Art Linkletter starring in a series of 
104 15-minute vidpix titled “LINKLETTER 
AND THE KIDS.” 


Producer-director: Maxwell Shane 
Associate producer: Irvin Atkins 


PAUL F. HEARD, INC. 

— KTTV Studios: Hollywood 

Series of 13 quarter-hour telepics en- 
titled “WHAT’S YOUR TROUBLE?” with 
Dr. and Mrs. Norman Vincent Peale. 
Producer: Paul F. Heard 
Director: Paul F. Heard 
Production supervisor: Harry Cohen 


JAN PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
General Service Studios: Holiywood 
“IT’S THE BICKERSONS” series of half 
hour comedy telepix now shooting. Lew 
Parker and Virginia Grey set leads. 
Producer: Jack Denove 
Production supervisor: C. M. Florence 
Director-writer: Phil Rapp 


EDWARD LEWIS PRCDS. 
Motion Picture Center, Hollywood 
Series of 13 half-hour telepix featuring 
Irene Dunne as femcee resume Sept. 3. 
Producer: Edward Lewis 
Production manager: William Stevens 


THE McCADDEN CORP. 

General Service Studios: Hollywood 
“THE BURNS AND ALLEN SHOW” 

now shooting series of half hour comedy 

telepix. The Carnation Co. sponsor. 

Cast: George Burns and Gracie Allen, 
ha Clark, Bea Benadaret, Harry Von 
eu, 

Producer: Roles Levy 

Director: Ral Levy 

Writers: Paul Henning, Sid Dorfman, Har- 
vey Helm, William Burns 


MARCH OF TIME 
369 Lexington Ave., N. Y. 
“AMERICAN WIT AND HUMOR” se- 
ries of 26 half-hour pix. Thomas Mitchell, 
narrator, with cast including Gene Lock- 
hart, Jeffrey Lynn, Arnold Moss, Ann 
Burr and Olive Deering. 
Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Director: Fred Stephani. - 


PARSONNET TV FILM STUDIOS, 
INC 

















108 Larchmont Boulevard, Hollywood 

Casting: Jack Murton, Fred Messenger 

Shooting half-hour dramas for series en- 
titled “The Doctor,” sponsored by Proctor 
& Gamble. Features Warner Anderson. 
Producer: Marion Parsonnet 
Production manager: Henry Spitz 
Directors: Robert Aldrich, Don Siegel 
Ass’t directors: Jack Berne, Frank Fox 


LINDSLEY PARSONS PRODS. 
KTTV Studios: Hollywood 
Shooting “THE FILE OF JEFFREY 
JONES” series of hali hour adventure 
telepix. 

Producer: Lindsley Parsons 
Director: Lew Landers 
Associate producer: Warren Douglas ~* 


PATHESCOPE PRODUCTIONS 
580 Fifth Ave.. New York City 


Now shooting 
of 13 half-hour telepix, sponsored b 
& J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. throug 
iliam ay, Barey Nelson heads cast. 
Producer: Montagne 














Production Supervisors: 
Robert Drucker 


Director: Oscar Rudolph. 


ROLAND REED PRODS. 
Resume production of “MY LITTLE 
MARGIE” series on Sept. 10 with Gale 
Storm and Charlie Farrell as set leads. 


REVUE PRODUCTIONS 
Eagle Lion Studios: Hollywood 


Half hour series of “ADVENTURES OF 
KIT CARSON” telepix now shooting for 
Revue Prods. 

Producer: Revue Productions 
Directors: Richard Irving. Norman Lloyd. 

Series of 26 “BIFF BAKER, USA,” vid- 

ix, starring Alan Hale Jr. and Randy 

tuart, to begin shooting Sept. 10. 


HAL ROACH PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios: Culver City 


“AMOS ‘N’ ANDY” series of character 
eomedy telepix now shooting. Sponsored 
y Blatz Beer for CBS-TV. 
ast: Tim Moore, Spencer Williams, Alvin 
Childress, Ernestine Wade, Johnny Lee, 
Horace Stewart. 
Supervisors: Freeman Gosden, Charles 
orrell, Sidney Van Keuren 
Director: Charles Barton 
Production executive: James Fonda 
Assistant director: Emmett Emerson 


ROY ROGERS PRODUCTIONS 
Goldwyn Studio, Hollywood 
ROY ROGERS now shooting 15 oater 
telepix. Vidpix are half-hour each. Roy 
Rogers, Dale Evans topline. Pat ares? 
in support. General western parts to fil 
Sponsored by General Foods for NBC-TV. 

oducer: Roy Rogers 
Associate Bretuces: Jack Lacey 
Director: b Walker 


Walter Raft 








SCREEN GEMS 
1302 N. Gower, Hollywood 
Now shoot the FORD THEATRE 
series of 39 half-hour telepix. 
Producer-director: Jules Bricken 
Assistant director: Eddie Seata 


SCREEN TELEVIDEO PRODS. 
Eagle Lion Studios, Hollywood 
Resume ppecastien of half-hour dramas 
on Sept. . 
Producer: Gil Ralston and Arthur Ripley 
Prod. supervisor: Rudy E. Abel 
Camera: Stuart Thompson 
Supervising film editor: Bernard Matis 


DON SHARPE ENTERPRISES 
RKO Pathe Studivs, Hollywood 

Series of “FOUR STAR PLAYHOUSE” 
half-hour telepix dramas resume shooting 
on Sept. 3. 
Producer: Don Sharpe 

“MY HERO” series of comedy-dramas 
| Robert Cummings to shoot after 





Producer: Mort Green 
“TERRY ANDO THE PIRATES” series 
also to shoot after Sept. 15. 


SHOWCASE PRODUCTIONS 
Hal Roach Studios, Culver City 
“RACKET SQUAD” series resume shoot- 
ing half hour telepix series Aug. 25. 
Producer: Hal Roach, Jr.; Carrol] Case 
Director: Jim Tinling 


VOLCANO PRODUCTIONS, INC. 
General Service Studios, Hollyweod 
“THE ADVENTURES OF OZZIE AND 

HARRIET,” half-hour comedy series now 

shooting. 

Cast: Ozzie Nelson, Harriet Hilliard Nel- 
son. David Nelson, Ricky Nelson, Don 


ore 

Producers: Robert Angus and Bill Lewis 

Director: Ozzie Nelson 

Writers: Bill jaa oo Don Nelson, Ben 
Gershman, Ozzie Nelson 





FRAN ix WISBAR PRODS. 

gle m Studios: Hollywood 
“FIRESIDE THEATRE” sores of half 
hour adult dramas now shooting. 
Producer-director: Frank Wisbar 
Associate producer: Sidney Smith 


WIZARD TELEPICTURES CO. 
Larchmont Studios: Hollywood 
euuit as Af a r. 15-minute 

elepix n ooting S . oe 
Chick Chandler arred with Prenklin 
Pangherh, Gus Schilling, Benny Baker in 


support. 

Producer: B. L. Petroff 

Associate premaess: Bert Douglas 
Director: B. L. Petroft 

Production manager: H. A. Hirshfield 


ZIV TV 
5255 Clinton St., Hollywood 
Eight in “BOSTON BLACKIE” series of 


half-hour telepix shoot in August. 
Directors: Eddie Davis, Sobsy, Mart 
Geo. M. Cahan. : - 





Productions includes John English, 
megging “Kit Carson” series, Rod- 
ney Amateau and Bob Finkel on 
dramatic series; Francis Lyon, a 
cutter, bows as director on Gruen 
Playhouse and Chevron theatre, 
and Dick Irving megs 26 “Biff Ba- 
|ker, U.S.A.,” starring Alan Hale, 
| Jr. and Randy Stuart, American 
Tobacco angeling latter series... 
Acme Film Lab expanding in prep- 
aration for. processing of four grid 
games a week for Sport Vision’s 
filmed version of football this fall, 
beginning Sept. 23 . . . General 
Mills’ Cy Plattes here huddling 
with Dudley Pictures on film, “Ree 
port, to the Stockholders” .. . Ed- 
gar ‘Bergen and camera crew re- 
turned from Michigan where they 
shot 4,000 feet of film for upcom- 
ing vidpix series Following 
chilling of distribution deal be- 
}tween Official Films and Roland 
| Reed Productions on “Rocky Jones, 
|Space Ranger,” RR is mulling 
whether to distrib itself or make 
| deal with another distributor .. . 
Joan Caulfield inked for ‘“Turnip’s 
Blood,” opposite Herbert Marshall, 
and Dick Haymes set for lead op- 
posite Diana Lynn in “National 
Honeymoon,” both Screen Gems 
entries in “Ford Theatre” series 
sos “My Little Margie,” CBS-TV 
series starring Gale Storm and 
Charles Farrell, swings over to 
NBC-TV Oct. 4, with Philip Mor- 
ris sponsoring for five weeks, 
ankling CBS due to return of “I 
Love Lucy” .. . Marguerite Chap- 
man and Will Rogers, Jr. have 
leads in “Life, Liberty and Orrin 
Dooley,” for Screen Gems, while 
Alan Mowbray was inked for role 
in “National Honeymoon,” and 
Ben Perry joins Columbia vidpix 
subsid as story editor . . . Frank 
Wisbar Productions prepping next 
batch of “Fireside Theatre” telepix 
at Eagle-Lion studios ... “‘Mr. and 
Mrs. North,” now being filmed at 
Goldwyn studios with Barbara Brit- 
ton and Richard Denning in the 
John W. Loveton production. bows 
on CBS-TV Oct. 3... Vidpix pro- 
ducer Roland Reed returned from 
production survey trek to Europe 
. - »« Don Sharpe Enterprises re 
sumes shooting this week at RKO 
Pathe studios on “Four Star Play- 
house, with Dick Powell or Charles 
Boyer set for initial vidpic. Com- 
pany rolls “My Hero,” starring 
Robert Cummings, Sept. 15, Mort 
Greene producing, and “Terry and 
the Pirates” same date .. . Revue 
Productions wound a pilot telepic 
starring Ray® Milland at Republic 
studios, Richard Irving directing, 
Phyllis Avery, Minerva Urecal and 
D. J. Thompson in featured roles 
- - « TV packages are being ar- 
ranged for Johnny Mack Brown 
and Whip -Wilson, recently drop- 
ped by Monogram as stars of oater 
series ... Joan Crawford makes 
her vidpix debut next few weeks 
as star of three vidpix to be pro- 
duced by Revue Productions, MCA 
subsid ... James Neilson to direct 
“National Honeymoon” for Screen 
Gems ... Howard J. Green, Revue 
Productions seribbler, will pen ar- 
ticle on technique of writing half- 
hour vidpix for UCLA's quarterly 
review on radio, motion pictures 
and television ... Ellen Corby and 
Eilene Janssen signed for support- 
ing roles in telefilmed “Adventures 
of Ozzie and Harriet”... Bob de 
Sousa, regional saies manager for 
Major Television Productions, Inc., 
off on a six-week swing through 
the east and midwest. Firm has 
just acquired teevee rights to pair 
of George Bernard Shaw films, 
“Pygmalion,” starring Leslie How- 
ard and Wendy Hiller and “Major 
Barbara” starring Miss Hiller, Rob- 
ert Morley and Rex Uarrison.. . 
Bill Williams began work on a new 
group of five “Kit Carson” vid- 
films in which he stars for Revue 
Productions 


Jennings Lang now heads Music 
ae of America’s vidfilm depart- 
ment. 


Sheftel’s RD Series 


Stuart Sheftel, indie vidfilm 
producer, has acquired TV film 
rights to the “Most Unforgettable 
Character I’ve Ever Met” feature, 
appearing monthly in Reader's Di- 
gest. He’s now on the Coast and 
plans to roll his first stanza in 
the series in the near future. 

Sheftel’s wife, actress Geraldine 
Fitzgerald, is currently vacationing 
in Ireland with their two children. 
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Kling Studio's Chi Vidpix Operation 
Sets H' wood Production Adjunct 


2] 


Chicago, Sept. 2 
Kling Studios is stepping up its 
tele film activities several notches 
with the establishment of Hol'y- 
wood production facilities which 
eventually will embrace’ vidpix 
operations as well as TV blurbs 
and other commercial filming. Pre- 
liminary details have already been 
worked out for a tie-in with Ray 
Patton Productions on the Coast, 
and Lee Blevins leaves next week | 
to head up the Hollywood adjunct. | 
That continued rapid growth of | 
tele film production and consump- 
tion is an economic inevitability 
is the thinking of Fred Niles, 
Kling’s veepee in charge of pix and 
TV. And to keep pace with the 
development of the industry 
Kling execs feel they must be set 
up to do some of their production 
on the Coast. Niles points out that 
at least for the foreseeable future 
the bulk of the firm’s activities will 
be handled at the Chicago studios 
but there are several advantages | 
peculiar to Hollywood, such as 
the availability of name talent, a} 
bigger pool of competent techni- | 
and the obvious climatic | 


cians ; 
benefits for outdoor shooting. 
The Kling masterminders plan | 


to bring a new approach to vidpix | 
production and financing. Reason- | 
ing they already have an established | 
rep among agencies and bankroll- | 
ers through their commercial ac- 
tivities, they propose to serve as 
sort of production middlemen be- 
tween the advertisers seeking film 
product and Coast talent and pack- | 
agers seeking a foothold in the | 
teevee pix field. 

It'll “be Blevins’ assignment to| 
scout the Hollywood scene for top 
film names with vidpix ambitions. 
Not only performers, but producers 
and studios will be contacted. 

While he’s lining up the produc- 
tion hopefuls, the Kling staff at 
this end, with its entree into the 
top agencies through its commer- 
cial operations, will be on 4he look- 
out for advertisers anxious to latch 
onto a celluloid TV show. The idea 
then is to bring the two groups 
together for “here’s what we have” 
and “here’s what we want” con- 
fabs. It’s held that through 
process of mutual discussion cli- 
ents could buy their series off | 
paper without the necessity 
packagers having to gam 
pilot reels, since Kling’s rep wou 
be backing the quality of the fin- 
ished product. 

Niles reports that TV output 
at the Chi studios has more than 
tripled the past year. Currently in} 
production 
“Uncle Mistletoe,” kiddie puppet 


od 





t of | 
is a 26-unit series {| ALA's rebuke of the Radio Writers 


+ 


| telefilms 


| produced the 
| which are now being re-run. Hattie | 


| over 


| the basis SWG's demand for 


show. Other Kling vidpix are “The | 


Old American Barn Dance” 
age spot booked around the coun- | 
try and a series of half-hour shows | 
built around the Hormel 
band which the Hormel 

firm ‘will place on a spot basis. 


pack- | 


Girls’ | 
packing | 





Vidpix ‘Previews 


As WGN-TV Bait 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Continuing upbeat interest in 
vidpix has prompted WGN-TV to 


slate an unusual private screening | 


for agencies and advertisers of 
practically the entire block of film 
packages available to the Chi mar- 
ket. First “preview” running three 
hours was held tonight (Tues.) in 
the station’s screening room with 


repeats skedded for tomorrow 
night (Wed.) and Thursday night 
(4). 


Some 30 different pix, both 15 
and 30 minute films, being offered 
by the Various producers and dis- 
tribs were run off. Idea behind 
the plan is to provide the prospec- 
tive clients with an opportunity to 
scan the available preduct and to 
make comparisons between the dif- 
ferent pix. 

Project was set up by Elizabeth 
Bane, WGN-TV film director, 





BENDIX’ RKO PACT 
STALLS ‘RILEY’ VIDPIX 


Hollywood, Sept. 2 

Unless NBC can spring William | 
Bendix from an RKO contract that 
prevents his making films for tele- 
vision with multiple runs, the im-j 
pending “Life of Riley” series may 
be stalled. Attorneys for both par- | 
ties are trying to work out a solu- 
tion. 

Studio hol that re-runs of the | 
would impair Bendix’s 
value in theatres. It would consent 
to only one extra showing in the 


dc 
GS 


| 13-week hiatus period but Bendix’s 


| interest is in the residual. If the 
iseries is launched, Tom Mc-| 
| Knight will be the director. He | 


“Beulah” programs, 
| McDaniel, 

her illness, 
at Motion Picture Country 


star of the series before | 
is in critical condition | 








| William 


| out 


| dressed in color, 


Home. | 


‘Scribes TV Strike 


Settlement on Tap, 


In ATEP Feelers 


Hollywood, Sept. 2. 
First concrete evidence that a 
' settlement is in the offing on the 
three-week-old strike of the Screen 


| Writers Guild against the Alliance | 


of Film Television Producers came | 
the weekend, when it was 
learned one or two 
producers have tendered feelers to 


Alliance | 


SWG seeking reovening of talks on | 


ties will be recognized in principle, 
| although 
met. Compromise sought by 
ducers is believed extremely likely, 
| since SWG admittedly does not ex- 


| pect original demands, and _ will 


climb down once principle of royal- 
ties is established. 


SWG did not aeny feelers had} 


> of the | been given, but wouldn’t comment. 
ble on/| First major break in the strike was 
Id | discussed fully by the Alliance, pro 


and con. A spokesman said he 
wasn’t surprised some members 
sought settlement on their own, 
and described feelers as ‘a face- 
saving gesture for SWG.” 


Feelers were made _ following 


Guild which had refused to sup- 
port the strike. RWG has ordered 
members not to work with Alliance 
| producers, following instructions 
from ALA prexy Rex Stout. 
Meanwhile, bolt of a number of 
| writers from the ranks of RWG to 
| the newly-formed Television Writ- 
ers of America appeared a certainty | 
as TWA went ahead inking writers 
| for TV film. Dick Powell, an RWG | 
council member and leader in} 
TWA, said he's resigning from 
RWG following Stout's edict, 


(Continued on page 34) 


UA-TV’s 5 New Ones 


United Artists-TV acquires this 
week five new shows for syndica- 
tion. All of them have at least a 





| They'll serve to almost double UA’s 


present distribution roster of six 


weekly shows. 

New additions are: 

“Clete Roberts ‘Worid Report’,” 
a 15-minute newsfeature produced 
by U. S. Television News. 

“Cowboy G-Men,” a _ half-hour 
show starring Jackie Coogan and 
Russell Hayden. 

“View the Clue,” a 15-minute 
audience-home participating quiz 
show. 

“Fun With Felix,” a 15-minute 
audience participation magic show. 

“Norman Brokenshire’s Handy 
Man,” a five-minute “how-to-do-it” 
show for housekeepers, 


pro- | 


royal- | 








By DAVE KAUFMAN 
Hollywood, Sept. 2 
Moderately budgeted oaters, 


staple diet in Hollywood since the 
days of Bronco Billy Anderson and 
S. Hart, are vanishing 
local scene, first major 


from the 


motion picture programming casu- | 


alty of television. Cowboy stars of 
these quicky westerns are galloping 
of pix and into video, with 
others jobless as the studios spe- 
cializing on this type of film fare 


| find it increasingly difficult to book 


the pix, since moppets can usually | 
see the same faces in oldies on 
teevee, or in ne telepix starring 
such names as Roy Rogers and 
Gene Autry. 
While the 
away, the 
with name 


quickies are 
big-budgeted 

stars and 
continues to draw 


fading | 
western | 
usually | 


but the low-budgeted gun-slinger | 
is fast becoming a thing of the past. | 
Illustrative of this is fact only 26 
|oaters are skedded this year as 
compared to 45 in 1951. In 1949 
Republic alone churned out 18 
oaters., 

Columbia, which made 14 out- 
door opuses last year, has dropped 
| Charles Starrett series, result is 


now lot is only making six Gene 
Autrys. Rep, which turned out 19 
westerns last year, is down to 12 


| sivity 


| any 
; would screen 


| this year, and Monogram, which has | 


specialized in the hoss opry since 
studio was founded, has cut back 
| from 12 last year to eight this year. 
Some studio spokesmen, admit- 
ting front offices are worried over 
booking troubles, concede 
prunings are in sight this year, and 
admit also day of the series oater 
| the small budgeter which was for- 
merly considered as “insurance,” 
always sure to recoup its invest- 
ment and more, is passe. Not only 
are the juves now seeing many 
oldie oaters on the home sets, but 


they are provided with fresh tele- 
|fare of their outdoor heroes, as 
Autry, Rogers and Bill (Hopalong 


full demands will not be | 





and | Corp. 


| 





Cassidy) Boyd are busy working in 


impossibility for the studio to get 
any financial break out of the low 
budgeters. “Texas is still strong 
territory for these pictures, but we 


p.m,). 
i two 


further | 


ja station 


| another 


don’t know what’s going to happen 


as TV spreads down that way, 


commented one studio man gloom- | his 


ily. « 
Roy Rogers found TV so im- 
portant a factor that when his pact 
with Republic expired last year he 


(Continued on page 34) 


A&C Single Market 





” | 


| 





| 


Tab Highest Yet 


New Abbott & Costello vidfilm 
series, which is being offered for 
| spot TV bookings for the first time 


this week, is probably the most ex- | 


| pensive TV film show yet released. 
Price schedule, lined up by Music 
of America-TV, which is 
handling syndication, has an asking 


price of $7,500 for the N. Y. mar-' 


| ket alone, which is comparable to 
the talent and production costs on 
}a number of network shows. 


Asking prices, as customary, are 


| based primarily on set circulation 


\in each 
13-week supply of film in the can. | quently, 


'$7.500 price tag for 


market. Range, conse- 
goes from $200 for the 
single-station, low circulation Al- 
buquerque, through $4,000 for Chi- 
cago and Los Angeles, up to the 
N. Y. Half- 
hour series will have no connection 
with NBC-TV’s “Colgate Comedy 
Hour.” on which Abbott & Costello 
will continue to appear live this 
season. 

Vidfilm series, 
Coast by comedy 
directed by Jean 
Sidney Fields and 
scripting. Pix have 
comedy format, with 
being a complete show. 


produced on the 
team. being 
Yarbrough, with 
Eddie Forman 
a_ situation 
each sianze 
Full series 


1S 


of 26 stanzas is now completed, and- 


prospective sponsors must order on 


‘a firm 26-week basis. 


ESTERN BACKBONE 








UTP, Eyeing New Stations, Preps 


Film Library of Musical Shorts 





Overture 
Hollywood, Sept. 2 
New twist in pix and TV 
relations occurred here when 


for the first time a motion pic- 
ture studio loaned a contract 
director to a vidpix company 

Phil Ford, on loanout from 
Republic, megged a telepic on 
the lot for Revue Productions, 
MCA vidpix subsidiary. 








, ‘ . |cording to Slocum 
telepix. Result makes it a virtual | 


Duplicity of Pix 
In N. Y. Market 


A Video Hassle 


Deals which WJZ-TV and WNBT, 
N. Y., have made with Motion Pié 
tures for Television do not pro- 
vide the two outiets with exclu- 
on the features. However, 
each is protected to the extent that 
MPTV will not sell its old pix to 
other Gotham stations which 
them in a competi 
tive time slot. 

Thus, it’s figured, WJZ-TV 
(which is beaming the pictures at 
6-7:15 p.m.) isn’t competing with 
WNBT (which beams them at 11:20 
It's reasoned that there are 
different groups of viewers 
involved. 

Each outlet is chosing whichever 
titles it wants from the approxi- 
mately 1,000 features which MPTV 
has in its catalog. Some of the 
product selected by WNBT will 
also be shown on WJZ, and .vice 
versa, although other reels may not 
be chosen by both outlets. There 
is no stipulation that one station 
must wail a period of time before 
showing a feature that has been 
played by the other. However, ac- 
(Buzz) Chapin, 
ABC-TV v.p. for o-and-o sta 
common sense dictates that 
hold off running a pic 
that has been screened recently on 
channel. 


Chapin pointed out that its ‘to 
the distribs advantage not to have 
films compete against them- 
selves on two different channels. 
If they do, they split the audience, 


Jr., 
tions, 


|and a lower rating tends to depress 


the value of his celluloid. 

The WJZ-TV deal is for a full 
|year cross-the-board, which means 
that the ABC outlet will take 260 
features from the Matty Fox out- 
fit. Pix are selected about three-to- 


> 


|four weeks in advance. In keeping | 


with the current trend, station is 
using an on-screen announcer, 
George Ansbro, to handle the com- 
mercials and intros. 





‘Big Town’s’ 2-Station 
Ride in Same City (L.A.) 
In Ist Residual Sale 


First subsequent-run sale of 
Lever Bros.’ “Big Town” vidfilm 
series has been made in Los An- 
geles, where KTTV,, local indie 
station, has purchased the show 
for a preem sometime after Oct 
1. With KNXT, CBS-TV'’s o&o 
operation in Hollywood, airing the 
series first run, that means the two 
outlets in the same market will be 
screening the same vidpix simu!- 
taneously 

United TV Programs is handling 
the re-run sales on “Big Town 
as well as first-run sales in all mar- 


kets bypassed by Lever Bros 
which owns the package in con- 
junction with its agency, Ruth- 
rauff’ & Ryan. While first-run 
showings will be retained the 
“Big Town” tag, the series has 
been relabeled “Heart of the City” 
for second-run showings. UTP is 
close to a deal for re-run privi- 
leges in N.Y. as well, where 


“Town” airs first run on CBS-TV's 
flagship, WCBS-TY. 


, practically finalized matters. 


Eyeing a highly lucrative new 
market for television films on the 
new stations slated to swing into 
operation across the country dur 
ing the next two years, United TV 
Programs will launch its new “UT 
Film Library” of musical shorts 
within the next two weeks. Pre- 
duced by Studio Films in Cleve- 
land, the vidfilm briefies, designed 
for TV disk jockey shows and fill- 
ers, spotlight such name personali- 
ties as Connee Boswell, the Ink 
Spots, June Valli, Mary Mayo, Phii 
Brito, ete. 

As detailed by UTP sales chief 
Aaron Beckwith, his outfit’ will 
lease the music library to stations 
for a two-year stretch, during 
Which each outlet can use the 
shorts as many times as it desires. 
seckwith said each station will get 
a certain minimum number of the 
briefies at the start, about 50% of 
Which will be star.dards and the 
balance new and current pop tunes 
After that, the stations will be fed 
sO many new pix per month to keep 
the library up to date. 

UTP’s musical vidfilm library is 
the fourth to enter the TV arena. 
Snader Telescriptions have been 
on the market for some time and 
are currently being aired in a num- 
ber of markets. Snader sells sta- 
tions a minimum of 409 shorts to 
start and a number of TV outlets 
reportedly don’t want to take thai 


many. As a result, UTP will fur- 
nish a much smaller initial li- 
brary, with a resultant lower cost. 


Third library is being produced by 
Seaboard Studios, N. Y. These are 
lensed in a silent version for syn- 
chronization with actual record- 
ings. Similar plan is being fol- 
lowed by Screen Gems with its 
“TV Disk Jockey Toons.” 

UTP plans to charge each sta- 
tion a flat fee for the library serv- 
ice, Which will be based on the set 
circulation in each arena. Sta- 
tions’ rights to the films will be 
covered by their blanket contracts 
with the American Society of Com 
posers, Authors and Publishers. 
While Siudio Films, as the pro 
ducer, pays a performance fee to 
ASCAP on each song used, As 
with the Snader deal, Studio is cut- 
ting the talent in for a percentage 
of the gross. 


Laughton Vidélm 
Series Finalized 


Mott's Apple Juice sponsorship 
of the Charles Laughton  vid- 
film series is now scheduled to 
premiere the first week in Jan- 
uary, with the client and  it«- 
agency, Young & Rubicam, havine 
(Thu: 
far, Mott's has been identified in 
video with station break spots.) 

Laughton will do a weekly 15 
minute film stint of religious ane’ 
dramatic readings. The pix wi! 
be bicycled for slotting in various 
markets on a spot sale basis, rath- 
er than network showcasing. 


WJZ-TV PIX OLDIES 
SET FOR TUES. RIDE 


WJZ-TV, N. Y., will launch an- 
other “Complete Theatre” stanz: 
of old pix in the 8-10 p.m. slot on 
Tuesday evenings. It will follow 
the same pattern of its “Complete 
Theatre” on Saturday nights. 
screening the same picture twicx 
on a “Continuous performance” ba 
sis so that a late dialer will be able 
to see the entire film. 

For the first couple of weeks the 
celluloid program will start a: 
8:30 instead of 8 p.m., due to the 
fact that the “Date With Judy’ 
kinescope is played at 8 pm. o: 
WJZ-TV. However, “Judy” will b: 
able to get into N. Y. live later i: 
the month, in the 8 p.m. Thursda: 
spot it has on the network. Re: 
son is that Dixie Cup's “Hollywoox 
Offbeat.” a warm weather sponse 
on WJZ-TV locally, will be vaca'- 








jing the 8 p.m. Thursday slot. 
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NBCTV’S ‘WHAT'S THE USE? SLANT MAY 
GIVE DAYTIME BACK 10 AFFILIATES 


stretch formerly enjoyed that s 
and Ollie” entry as a 30-minute, 





Confronted with the problem of | 
| 


what to do about daytime tele- 
vision, NBC-TV may throw in the | 
sponge by turning the time back to/ 
the affiliates. Specifically, the sta- 
tions may find themselves faced 
with the task of programming and 
selling on their own the five-hour 
stretch from 10 a. m. to:3 p. m. 

As of now, the hours of 1 to 3 
p. m. already come under the head- 
ing of “station time,” but the net- 
work’s inability to translate 10 to 1 
into profitable commercial seg- 
ments has set in motion a ‘“what’s 
the-use?” thinking that may saddle 
the affiliates with the programming 
responsibility on a local level. 

Although NBC-TV has success- 
fully hurdled the “wake up” hours | 
of 7 to 9 a. m., by converting the 
“Today” stanza into a black ink 
proporsition remainder of the 
morning and early afternoon seg- 
ments have thus far yielded a suc- 
cession of program turkeys. 

It’s generally conceded that, with 
the exception of the afternoon 
Kate Smith hour show, daytime TV 
has failed to produce a continuing 
commercial entry of smash propor- 
tions, even though some shows 
have survived for a season or two. 
Thus TV appears to be following 
the pattern that was predicted for 
it, in its inability to attract house- 
wives as radio did before it and 


Operation Dogpatch 


Until the time that NBC 
makes up its mind what it is 
going to do about daytime 
television, notably the 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. periods, the network 
has decided to finish out the 
last quarter of 1952 with an 
“Operations Dogpatch” pro- 
gramming lineup. This will in- 
clude films, UN pickups or 
other items that won't cost 


money. 
Move is geared to the pres- 
ent “let’s-not-spend-unneces- 


sarily” economy wave at NBC- 
TV. 

Still to be resolved is what 
to do about the Ralph Edwards 
TV show, which was slated for 
one of the morning segments. 

Come December and Boca 
Raton convention. time, and 
NBC will have to commit itself 
one way or the other on day- 
time video. 








CBS Sets Daytime 


| 


TV Schedules; New 


~ e | r . 3 f 
“Entries to Preem sii css: fata tana 


Berle, Gleason Blacked 
Out of Pitt Market 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 2. 


lined up for the peeriods. On 


enormous billings. 





Wednesday, September 3, 1952 


Seven. Up 


NBC’s TV affiliates are putting the heat on for a return of the 
7 to 7:30 p.m. cross-the-board period as station time. The half-hour 


tatus, prior to the “Kukla, Fran 
five-times-a-week entry, when the 


network captured the time and turned it into a bonanza. 
But this season things are different. As yet, NBC has made no 
program commitments or promises. Nothing definite has been 


the other hand the stations say 


they would have little difficulty peddling the segments with local 
programming. Converted into 150 minutes a week, of desirable 
station time, 52 weeks a year, the 7 to 7:30 period would add up to 











A couple of long-time video faves | 


\this one-channel market in the 


| here, Milton Berle and Jackie Onl asl t ontain 
| Gleason, won't be coming through | ] (’ al (F e) Am 
Only y ong 


|fall. They have both been blacked | 


‘out in he new seheaute st «| CBS Summer Radio Entries; 5 Ride On 


| For a time last season, Berle had | 
|been alternated with Frank Sin- | ~ 
|atra when the latter had his pro- 
|gram, Ghannel 3 carrying half an end Sead’ ¢ 
: ay ” oston, Sept. 2. 
henna - pamtetg oe we —— | John H. Crider, former editor- 
one week and Berle the next. This |in-chief of Boston Herald, who 
year, however, Uncle Miltie’s ovt |since last February has been con- 
lin the cold and “Posted” stays on | ducting a cross the board news 
las a regular fixture. | commentating program on WEEI, 
As for Gleason, with his switch | @mkled that post last Friday (29). 
from DuMont to CBS, it wasn’t| Stating on air that he was about 
expected that WDTV, owned and /|to “enter a field on national level” 
operated by DuMont, would be lhe declined to elaborate. However, 


likely to find a place for him. Sta-| it’s believed he’s become associated 
tion hasn't, either. |with the Eisenhower campaign. 


WDTV began carrying the Ar-| 


thur Godfrey morning show on “ 
Monday (1) and is taking “Ozzie 
and Harriet” at 7 o’clock Sunday Dunhill to Spend 
evenings, alternating that show . 

Millions in TV 





Crider Ankles. WEEI 








with Red Skelton. Flock of other 
changes are still to be worked out 


sales head. 
































Spot Campaign 


Local television stations through- 
out the eastern U. S. will fall heir 
to several million dollars in new 
spot business starting next Tuesday 
(9) under plans for a mass satura- 
tion campaign being launched by 
Dunhill cigarets. Ciggie firm, 
through the Biow agency, in some 
instances has bought every avail- 
able spot, as well as five-minute 


news, sports and weather -pro- | 


grams. 


Campaign tees off in N. Y., New 
Haven, Boston, Providence, Phila- 
delphia, Baltimore and Washington. 
Biow has set up quotas for each 
individuai market, so that a specific 
figure on the total amount of coin 
being poured into the advertising 
budget is difficult to estimate. But 
the campaign marks the start of a 
major push for the king-sized cig- 
aret and, according to Biow execs, 
will spread to the rest of the coun- 
try by the first of the year. 

Dunhill is a wholly-owned Philip 
Morris subsidiary, which has been 
on the market for a number of 
years. Until now, however, it had 
virtually no ad budget allocated to 
it, picking up sales merely on the 
basis of counter displays. New 
campaign includes also considera- 
ble newspaper space but no plans 
have been made for radio. 

Parent company, PM, has also 
bought the 7:30 to 8 p.m. slot Sat- 
urday nights on NBC-TV for “My 





SEPT. 5 
Mama. Situation comedy. CBS, 8 to 8:30 p.m. General Foods, 
via Benton & Bowles. 
Aldrich Family. Situation comedy. NBC, 9:30 to 10 p.m. Camp- 
bell Soups, via Ward-Wheelock. 
Cavalcade of Sports. Madison Sq. Garden fights. NBC, 10 to 
10:45 p.m. Gillette, through the Maxon agency. 
Greatest Fights of Century. (Film.) NBC, 10:45 to 11 p.m, 
Chesebrough, via Cayton. 
SEPT. 6 
Happy Party. Kid show. DuMont, 11 to 11:30 am. Florida 
Citrus, via J. Walter Thompson. 
All Star Revue. Variety. (Dennis Day as first star.) NBC, 8 
to 9 p.m. Participating. 
Your Show of Shows. Variety. NBC, 9 to 10:30 p.m. Partici- 
"Ra yi ‘ aie pating. 
pehgeol pth nay po ty Sagem ld Battle of Ages. CBS, 10:30 to 11 pm. Serutan, through Frank- 
wry in Moore’s daytime spot. | lin Bruck. 


a 


still continues to do. 
The pressure from affiliates to 
“do something about daytime tele- | CBS-TV wrapped up its daytime 
per nr on ries Ad for | program schedule this week, with ‘oe , 
some time, and was pr the lineup introducing three new 
one of the a _or squawks naeit-heer delbane. ve be of which DuMont $ Cavalcade 
at last year’s Boca Raton conven- | has yet snagged a sponsor. As dur- ° 
tion and again in Chicago last ling last season, CBS will program In Doubt; Murray Vice - 
spring. It will probably loom large| networkwise cross-the-board 9:45 . 
in the network-affiliate jockeying am. to 4 p.m., with the singlé ex- Storch if Show Sticks 
at this year’s Boca meet in Decem-| ception of the 45-minute period cages 
ber. from 12:45 to 1:30. Jan Murray, currently emceeing | 
There’s been considerable NBC-} New shows include “One in Haag, Red ogee pe res mere | 
TV ballyhoo in recent weeks over | Every Family,” an audience parti- od b eomiiat a DuMont's 
the “Hometown U.S.A.” series Of | cipation quizzers to be emceed by | cay 7 ae . Store.” Show's: mt- 
four quarter-hour shows (designed | John Reed King. It goes from 11/.~@¥# are “i = slightly this 
as TV’s answer to the soap opera),|to 11:30 a.m. “Wheel of Fortune,” | ‘85 “eg —e ye ° 
which the network has planned for| also an audience participation | SUMiC™ | NOWeVi' cctore TV Pro- 
morning showcasing. However, it’s | show, is in from 3:15 to 3:45, with | Bossiprity (has rugstore o- 
a costly enterprise, and general) ‘Tod Russell as emcee. And Dan | Secuone, - -o 2 apeteors, wee 
belief is that the show won’t go on | Seymour, who’s winding his stint | check off. If that = cl - on 
unless the network can first sell it.!as emcee of the soon-to-be-can-| ™4Y axe the hour-long vaudeoer 
The sales boys are currently ped-' celled “We, the People” on NBC- | completely. 
dling the four segments like mad. | TV, will handle the third new day- | eee bed have mers BR oad 
time entry for CBS—tentatively | alcade” in e pas ave been) 
| titled “Time for Americans,” which | singularly successful in moving to) 
‘6 ? goes from 2 to 2:30 cross-the-board. | higher-paying posts on other net- | 
° or e Web’s daytime lineup kicks off | work programs. Jerry Lester went 
| Monday through Friday at 9:45 a.m.| from “Cavalcade” to his $4,000 
with a 15-minute newscast featur- | weekly pact at NBC-TV and Jack 
© ing Charles Collingwood. Arthur| Carter moved in as emcee of the 
or a time |Godfery simulcast is in Tuesdays) original Saturday night at 8 va- 
|and Thursdays from 10 to 11, and | riety show on NBC, which has 
|on Mondays and Wednesdays from| since been replaced by “All Star 

With Garry Moore, whose SRO | 10:15 to 11. On the latter two days,| Revue.” Jackie Gleason, whom 
status on his cross-the-board day-| CBS will have a new monolog- | Storch followed into the “Caval- 
time show once brought CBS-TV | newscast spotlighting Claude Ma-| cade” job, ankled DuMont to ink 
$6,000,000 annually in gross bill-| honey, its vet Washington corres-| exclusively with CBS-TV, where 
ings, now down to a lone 15-minute | pondent, from 10 to 10:15. On Fri-| he’ll headline his own Saturday 
sponsor, the web is mulling the ad- days, when it’s impossible to simul-| night vaudeo package starting this 
visability of ditching Moore’s va-| (Continued on page 26) month. 
riety format completely and setting 
him up as emcee of “Songs for | — — : 

Sale” in the same — period. ® 

Web has already decided to trim 

Moore's air time from its present y Network Premieres 
hour to a half-hour, iving him the 

2 to 2:30 p.m. period Monday (Sept. 3-13) 

through Friday. . : 

Latest of his sponsors to pull out Following is a list of shows, either new or returning after a 
is General Electric, which will| summer hiatus, which preem on the four major video networks 
check off both quarter-hour seg-| during the next 10 days: 
ments it now bankrolls after the 
Sept. 11 show. Two periods are 
Tuesdays from 2:15 to 2:30, and 
Thursdays, from 2 to 2:15. This 
leaves Moore with only Stokely- 

Van Camp as a sponsor during the 
entire week. Canned food firm has 
the 2:15 to 2:30 period on Fridays. 

“Songs for Sale” originally re- 
placed the web’s “Sing It Again” 
on Saturday nights. With Steve Al- 
len replacing Jan Murray last sea- 
son as emcee, the show obtained 
respectable ratings but had little 
success in nailing down any spon- 
sorship coin. Since it’s still active | 





SEPT. 7 

See It Now. Documentary news. CBS, 6:30 te 7 p.m. Alcoa, 
through Fuller, Ross & Smith. 

This Is Show Business. Variety. CBS, 7:30 to 8 pm. Ameri- 
ean Tobacco, via BBD&O. 

SEPT. 8 

Welcome Traveler. Audience Participation. NBC, 3:30 to 4 
p.m. Monday-thru-Friday. Participating. 

Kate Smith Show. Variety. NBC, 4 to 5 p.m. Monday-thru- 


WJR‘s Femme Gob 
Detroit, Sept. 2. 
WIR will introduce a female | 
news coinmentator when Lorene! 
Be veock takes to the air with a) 
15-minute newscast of national, in-! 


ernational and local events. Friday. Participating 
“an Babcock previously worked Winchell-Mahoney. Variety. NBC, 8 to 8:30 pm. Speidel, via 
: JR as a fashion commentator.| SSC&B; Crosley, via Benton & Bowles (lternate week sponsors). 


Little Margie,” to be followed by 
the Robert Cummings vidftim se- 
ries. Possibility exists that this pe- 
riod also will be turned over to 
Dunhill. 


REEG EXITING ABC, 
JOINING JOHN GIBBS 


Leonard Reeg, ABC radio pro- 
gram veepee, is resigning to join 
the John Gibbs agency. He'll be 
v.p. of the Gibbs outfit, launching 
a Coast operation for Gibbs and 
serving as head of the new Holly- 
wood office, effective Oct. 1. 

Gibbs is establishing an L. A. 
setup because of the trend to vid- 
pix. Reeg will look for some new 
properties and faces for the ex- 
panding telefilm field. 

Reeg shifted to ABC’s N. Y. 
headquarters from the web’s Coast 
operation three and a half years 
ago, moving up from national pro- 
gram director to v.p. after Charles 
(Bud) Barry left ABC ‘for NBC. 
The Gibbs office produces the 
Robert Montgomery show on NBC- 
| TV, “Welcome Travelers” and sev- 
‘eral soap operas, including 





2 





“Against the Storm.” 


+ Underlining CBS Radio’s policy 


of building néw summer shows 
that are strong enough to rate a 
regular season slotting, the web 
; will retain during the new season 
| five of the six packages which it 


| 


| preemed during the regular hiatus 
| period. Only one to be axed is the 

new Frank Fontaine program, 
{which has been airing Sunday 
|nights at 8 and which is the most 
| expensive of the lot. According to 

program veepee Lester Gottlieb, 
|CBS feels it needs another year to 
| work with Fontaine. 

Remaining five packages are be- 
ing handed cream evening time 
slots and, while no sponsor has yet 
been lined up for any of them, the 
web hopes the attractive price tags, 
combined with its new nighttime 
discount structure for advertisers, 
will induce potential clients to buy 
it. Indicating the low price list, 
the most expensive package in the 
group is the Doris Day show, which 
is being offered at $4,500 gross. 

“December Bride,” which has 
been airing Sunday nights at 7 dur- 
ing the summer, will be moved 
back to the 6 o’clock Sunday slot 
| to lead off CBS’ customary Sunday 
night comedy lineup. “Horatio 
| Hornblower,” the Harry Allan Tow- 
|ers package originating via tape in 
| London, goes into the Friday 
| nights at 9 period, while Miss Day's 
| Show goes Thursdays at 10.05 p.m., 
| wheré it will be back to back with 
|the Bing Crosby show (but sep- 
| arated by a five-minute Bob Trout 
newscast), 

“Gunsmoke” continues in_ its 
present Saturday night at 7:30 
period, while the Steve Allen show 
|is being slotted Saturdays at 9:30 
| p.m. Web is also mulling the pos- 
sibility of handing Allen the 10:30 
to 11 p.m. cross-the-board period 
immediately after election day. 
That time until the Presidential 
elections will be occupied by vari- 
ous political shows. 


Gulf Oil to Up 
Ante on TV Show 


Although Gulf Oil is cancelling 
out on the Friday night NBC-TV 
“We the People” show, effective 
next month, the client’s bankroll- 
ing stake in the medium will be 
hiked when its new entry moves 
into the same 8:30 to 9 p.m. slot. 

Gulf has been allocating $15,000 
a week for talent-production costs 
on “People,” but has _ notified 
Young & Rubicam agency on the 
account, that it will up the ante 
to $20,000 for the new program. 

Successor to “People” will be a 
half-hour drama show tentatively 
called “Rendezvous.” Title will 
thus permit for a flexibility in 
format. 


Frank Telford, who has handled 
‘the production reins on “People, 
will ditto on the new show. 


! 
| 


Joe Santley’s 3d Year 
As Durante’s Producer 


| Joseph Santley flies to the Coast 
‘today (Wed.) to start readying the 
Jimmy Durante video show which 
| resumes on NBC’s “All Star” series 
|Sept. 20 with Margaret Truman 
|again as his guester. This marks 
Santley’s third year as producer of 
| the Durante show. 
| He completed 10 weeks of the 
“All Star Summer Revue” this past 
| Saturday (30), 
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os uffoes 13-Hour Score “a MEETT il To Radio Network Shows Still Pack 
In what probably sets a new precedent in the realm of public 
service TV programming and at the same time represents one of ll Se 0 0 | 0 Viewers: 
- the most herculean creative jobs in TV annals, Richard Rodgers 
has cuffoéd his 13-hour original musical accompaniment for the 
upcoming “Victory At Sea” series, which bows next month on ° * 
NBC-TV. re Chicago, Sept. 2. | lurve ves e S o) f A 
Approximately alf of the 26 half-hour filmed shows depicting It's NBC’s turn at bat, now that 
the history of the U. S. Navy from 1935 to Korea are already in Pegs be ey Cag Ne ed 0 
the can, with Rodgers completing each half-hour of composition | . - — ved—tor better OI + Generally-accepted idea that tel- 
| as the individual installments are broughi in. | Worse—its discount formula for |evision setowners tune in their ra- 
However, Rodgers will have a major stake in all subsequent nighttime radio rates benefiting | Brass on Parade | dios only for music and news and 
pcm he a vale ron as out ae he a ts execs. advertisers to the tune of approxt- | souk Chicago, Sept. 2. | rely on their TV sets for all other 
’ 2ver 7 é an a . af . w Ps 5s y Po | 7 sy > , a¢ . 
: coda Pong 9 As go: tage Bengal RCA Victor banner, ace aes | mately 35% (with an 11.11% hike | eal’ rome g poor ethediony pa aes ae eee Pulse yr whieh 
a by Arturo Toscanini conducting the NBC. Symphony Orchestra. |!" daytime rates), | on by CBS prexy Frank Stan- | shows that in the metropolitan 
‘b Toscanini is also slated to conduct highlights of the score during | Tomorrow (Wed.) the NBC pri- | ton, when he single-handedly N. Y. area—the most heavily satu- 
n the fall broadcasting season. oe Ss |mary affiliates, along with the Sta- | steered the network through | rated TV area in the country— 
it Those who have already heard the initial compositions (there ‘tion Planning Advisory Commit- the troubled affiliate waters in | the four major radio networks grab 
is have been some private’ screening of the first two episodes) de- | 3 it | effecting the recent rate revi- | off more than 50° of all nighttime 
e scribe the Rodgers score as his most creative, profound effort to | tee, will converge on Chicago, and} sion, NBC is parading its en- | listening in TV hemes. Balance of 
n, date, and consider it a cinch to walk off with the major laurels as on Thursday sit down with the en- | tire roster of administrative | the time is distributed among the 
y the outstanding musical event of the upcoming season. It's re- tire array of NBC top brass in a brass before the assembled af- | 31 indie radio outlets in the N. Y. 
st called that when members of the NBC Symphony Orchestra re- |,. a te | filiate body at the two-day rate market. 
0 corded the accompaniment for the first ‘two “Victory” install- bid to establish its own rate struc-) cut convention starting tomor- Pulse survey, especially commis- 
b, ments, the musicians arose in a body and applauded the score. ture to meet the CBS “realistic row (Wed.). | sioned by CBS Radio. will be offi- 
0 ; Robert Russell Bennett is credited with doing an outstanding evaluation” of 1952 radio. Due in on the 20th Cen- | Cially unveiled tomorrow (Thurs. 
job on the arrangement. Over the past weekend, the NBC | — ons adenine "NBC |at the opening session of the web's 
P- high command was engaged in work- contingent ; are: board ehain. | fee HP 
. ing out its formula for presenta-| man Niles Trammell; prex) ‘ 
i. é ry, air S po ition to the affiliates—a formula! Joseph H. McConnell; veepee- Charmed Circle 
S, : | which, it’s understood, will go CBS | rr ye na A —* mite: Proving that shows aired by 
| 7e arles e » * sta- » f . a) _— ; > , ° 
e e |one better and even undercut the | seat Barco mtg p + poner _ poe Fe seg Pte: —— 
; je ; ‘ : ‘ S V.p. ’ ‘ ze e biggest audience 
. um a: tation ep nl ence | Columbia nighttime rate pattern. | nister; veepee Sheldon Hickox, among TV setowners, the fol- 
4 While NBC execs are reluctant to | oo relations director; lowing is a Top 10 radio line- 
ne whee * 'tip their mitt in advance of the ‘homas Knode, station rela- up compiled from among video 
h onudaabemes dda se | Chi convention, it’s reported that} tions director; press veepee homes in the metrepaian 
Pa-anc~ f -pEe- | ° ° ‘ ’ -twork is prepare invite| Syd Eiges; sales veepee Jack , axoe by Oenkenee 
sentation plum to Edward Petry) Perrin Reins ‘Irma in the Mavertiocss with a straight | Herbert; Veepae Jecoph V. | te somter tole oan 
- fits oints | in the advertisers with a straigh eres aor I . | to popular opinion, not a sin- 
8 and John Blair rep outfits p i A ga lopoff in the 40° to 50% area of| Heffernan; research boss Hugh | gle show aired by the 31 radio 
re up to the new character of the sta- | _ Holywood, sept. <. io tip Pca ~ | M. Bevi . a a eh . ot te 
i reevaluation. ° eville, and counsel Gus indies snared lac i } 
d tion rep field, with its great spe-| Nat Perrin, writer-producer of M { The it stew’ te ndies snared a place in the 
at cialization and growing emphasis films, has been signed by CBS to How the affiliates will take to a - a Pte 7 ne 14 an lineup. Pulse study was made 
ao on research. and sales presenta-| Produce the televersion of “My rate cut that exceeds the-CBS com- | ome second-string echelon. —_| during a week last March. 
tions. | Friend Irma,’ “ h tees up the| petition is something else again. | Jack Benny (CBS). 
i= As the volume of spét business | "¢W season Oct. A high Columbia spokesman said | Amos 'n’ Ardy (CBS) 
in increases and the field becomes | Perrin was a Fo writer in radio | that, regardless ef what NBC does, iliates Lux Radio Theatre (CBS), 
: more complex, the reps are assum-| before he moved into pictures. CBS will stand pat, satisfied that it | Bob Hawk (CBS). 
: * ing greater importance. Strength- | has achieved a formula which, Theatre Guild (NBC). 
. ening the trend is the movement | while on the one hand is sianaiore | Mr. District Attorney (ABC), 
h towards vertical organization in the | to the advertiser, nonetheless does | ttem t to ef | Charlie McCarthy (CBS), 
D agencies, with a shift away from | urnett prea S not sell radio down the river. |, Ozzie & Harriet (ABC), 
. having one man working exclusive- It’s approximately a year ago | etncmtny (NBC). 
ly in the time-buying field ve. that NBC tried, through its Eco- + 9 Suspense (CBS). 
1. towards media specialists buy both | nomic Study plan, to effect a re-| ree ours 00 a 
time and space. Thus, at Young | Ings 0 alla a; appraisal of its affiliates in tune annual two-day promotion clinic at 
“ & Rubicam, the media buyer on a | with the TV times, but the network | the Hotel Pierre, N. Y. Study 
30 particularly brand or group of ac-| ‘ - | Was thrown for a complete loss and, The campaign launched abou ; | which points up a steady increase 
*f counts handles not only radio and » | the plan was shelved. NBC, as re- three years ago by Walter in radio listening in TV homes, yas 
30 tele, ee ee magazines ; 4 in IZ 5 beg ‘nag = gored ae | Damm, general manager of ali | conducted. purposely during a week 
id and other media. , Oe 3 BEIEwE 7"? alliiates IntO | wec affiliate in Milwaukee. to | last March, when all the top-rated 
, he net effect is to make it nec- Chicago. Sept. 2 line, and now that Columbia and | ' ; yy | and top-budgeted video shows were 
essary for a station's spot salesman} 7. boo Burnett > 0 Poo P whose | itS, Stations have agreed to agree grab off a bigger share of the TV) citi on the air. 
“a to call on more individuals and to billings have savvedinted akan to (with some isolated rancor still ex- | sponsorship spoils from the net- Same big AM shows which crop 


compete not only. with other out- 


the $40,000,000 mark the past de- 


isting) NBC is anxious to embrace 


work through a reduction or 


up consistently on the national 


lets, but against other ad media. : ; |a formula that, it hopes, will re-| |. . . Nielsen Top 10s al 

: 2 | cade, opens its new Canadian affili- ; . . + élimination of the free hours which elsen Top 10s also comprise the 
st tions ini see eclhnencsaamnd ate this week in Toronto. North-| re 't val oe in radio. | the affiliates turn over to NBC, highest ranking radio siows in 
stations § “(| of-the-border expansion is a direct Just how effective the NBC-CBS | anpears headed for some measure |N. Y. video homes, which offers 


and maintain small staffs to handle 
their spot biz. They are finding 
that small staffs cannot cover the 
entire field and that it’s more eco- 
nomical to add the services of a 
spot rep. It’s reasoned that this 
concept is behind the recent move 
by WGY, the General Electric out- 








result of Burnett’s recent acquisi- 
tion of the full Kellogg account 
from Kenyon & Eckhardt. 

Besides the cereal firm’s Canadian 
division being the first account an- 
nounced so far for the agency’s 
Toronto office, key staff personnel 








rate slashes will be in inviting new 
sponsorship coin is problematical. 
(Some of the top brass are willing 
to concede, off the record, that 
they’d be satisfied if the more 
attractive rate offers didn’t invite 
any further client deflections and 


of success. 

Some 30 of the major video af- 
filiates met with the NBC brass 
in N. Y. last week to discuss a 
working fornfula by which the sta- 
tions could henceforth get off the 
“free hours” hook and increase 

















further proof that TV setowners 
are listening to Jack Benny, “Amos 
‘n’ Andy,” “Lux Radio Theatre,” 
etc., just as they did before they 
» bought their TV receivers. Not a 
single local disk jockey show made 
the Top 10 evening lineup in the 








ng are K&E alumni. George B. Mac- | Permitted the networks to hold | their billings. Under the present | ™arket. Statistics are considered 
"Vv (Continued on page 33) Gillivray, formerly with K&E’s Can- the existing line.) arrangement, affiliates are obliged | especially significant, since N, Y. 
adian adjunct, joins the new Bur- Obviously, CBS has failed to|to cuffo 24 hours a month to the (Continued on page 33) 
ve . e nett operation as veepee and man-| achieve as yet any new sponsor | network for a free commercial ride. 
Ie ager. Also switching from the pre-| benefits from its newly-promul- Affiliates came forth with a pro- , 
be op rice vious to the new agency are Stan-| gated rate cut. (Actually the agen-| posal for a graduated downward °,° 
vi 9 ley J. Izon and Ralph Draper. cies have pleaded for “time out” in| revision of free hours whereby, as ar é err xit 
' e Burnett’s main office is in Chi-| wrestling with the involved dic-| of the time that NBC can boast ei 
— For CBS Entries |cago, with branches in New. York | count formula that's been evolved.) | | ee hours of solid — per month, - ‘¢ 9 
04 'and Hollywood. Meanwhile, both networks vigor- | the practice of free time will be | 
sts ously maintain that, regardless of | completely eliminated. orris or etsy 
ied Pointing up again the way the | the present state of network radio,, At present the affiliates os 
he major radio networks have shaved | | Andpls. Drops Berle Show they're operating in black ink. (Continued on page 34) | Sasee: Kors 40 okies 6 tenet 
ite the asking price on their sustainers | absence from the William Morris 
' in an atteee to line up new ad- | As Result of Poll, But ‘ b= to — Ty eee 2 
management on a show she’s 
a vertising accounts, CBS has set a Set Owners Are Beefing Are You a Party-Pooper? | just peddled to Lever Bros. Pro- 
ely high of $4,500 on any show which fails Me Gat 9 ° gram, titled “Heaven To Betsy,” a 
4 Friar > P % apolis, Sept. 2. ; i div goee { 
vill it is pitching up for sale this year nis city's only television station, | Oklahoma City, Sept. 2 chantion comedy, goes late the 
in ree os most of them fal! consider- | wrpM-TV, has decided not to air A comment by Tom Paxton, WKY, Oklahoma City, disk jockey, | slots 7:45 to 8 p.m., replacing the 
ably below that figure. | the Milton Berle show this fall, fol- | on a Collier's mag cartoon had the station’s staff in a whirl re- Patti Page stanza, which Lever (on 
led As an illustration, the web has | jowing a poll conducted by the! cently. When Paxton read the cartoon script, which satirized | behalf of its Chlorodent tooth 
e,” cut audition platters on two neW | stafion on its “TV Mailbag” pro- | commercial plugs, the engineer logged it as a commercial and the paste) has been slotting as a sum- 
top-name half-hour musical stan-/| gram, seen Tuesday nights at 8:15 accounting department tried to track down the account mentioned 


zas—one with Jo Stafford and the} 





mer entry. 


| p.m. At the beginning of the poll, in the cartoon. Since no such account was located, Paxton was Miss Kerr has been with the 
other with Nelson Eddy. Any in- | the station stated it would abide by| called on the carpet for an unauthorized plug and only squared | Morris agency for the past two 
terested client can have either of |the decision of fans, but now that | himself by producing the cartoon. | years, moving in from N. W. Ayer 
the two for under $4,000. Highest-!the news is out, a lot of protests | The cartoon script, under a picture of a dignified bald-headed | fadio-TV department to handle 
priced musical program which the | are coming from viewers who| announcer reading into a mike, was as follows: “You'll get a large program development, but later 
er web now has to offer is the Doris | neglected to vote on the issue. | charge from Hoffman's Teen-Age Clothes. So get on the stick switching to sales. In the interven- 
wr Day show, which carries a $4,500 | Among objections raised as a re-| with those real fat, real cool, really crazy clothes. Don't be a ing years since her initial writing 
the gross price tag. Show is being sult of the poll are that it was con-| party-pooper or a nerd. Yes, everybody is bashing ears about chores for Air Features, she has 
ich bankrolled this summer by Rexall | ducted during the summer months,| Hoffman's Teen-Age Clothes. They're Frampton. They're pash-ie. moved into practically all facets of 
tes as replacement for “Amos ‘f’ when viewing is at a lower rate;| They're Most! Everybody from Jelly-tots to Cool Jonahs get a radio-TV. 
an Andy. |the program on which it was con-| big tickle from Hoffman's threads. These suits are really made in New program will feature Jackie 
rks Among other new summer shows ducted does not have the audience’ the shade, and when your dolly, or double bubble sees you wear- Lemmon and Cynthia Stone (orig- 
of which CBS is keeping*on the air that others do; and many would ing a Hoffman, she’ll give you an approving Mother Higby and inally spotted on the erstwhile Don 
this fall, “December Bride” can be rather see other shows eliminated! say, ‘That has it!’ So don't get squishy and be a schnookle. The |Ameche-Frances Langford day- 
had for $4,300, while the Steve | rather than Berle’s. | geetafrate is reasonable and we'll make it chili for you. Remem- time TV show on ABC) and will 
the Allen show goes at $2,100 per half-. Replacement for the Berle pro- ber, don’t be an odd ball. The name is Hoffman's Teen-Age be done live with a New York 
ast hour. gram has not yet been revealed. {| Clothes.” origination. 
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WNBC's ‘Indie Hangover’ as Cott 


Sets ‘Blockbuster’ Block Format 





New “blockbuster” bloek format 
is being shaped up by WNBC, N.Y., 
which will give the NBC Gotham 
key two and a half hours of music 
and news—an approach which has 
been highly successful on indie 
»perations—and an hour of talk. 

The news pattern will have “hard 
1ews” on the hour and “feature” 
tems on the half hour. After the 
news summary at 12 noon, Faye 
zmerson will launch a disk jockey 





show in the 12:05-12:45 p. m. pe- 
iod. She'll be followed by her 
,aton-wielding husband, Skiteh| 
‘fenderson, who’ll spin disks in — 
12:45-1:30 p. m. span. The feature 
1ews strip at 1:30 will be handled 
xy Don Ameche, with a Hollywood 
‘hatter stint. At 1:35 Ameche will 
urn platter-spinner. At 2:05 Herb 
Sheldon, whom WNBT brought 
wer from WJZ, N. Y., earlier this 
year, will do another record stanza. 


One of the human interest news 
slots will be taken over by Morey 
Amsterdam, culling the humorous 
items of the day. 

Ted Cott, general manager of | 
WNBC and WNBT, told VarIEety | 
that he has been waiting ever since | 
leaving WNEW, N. Y. indie, almost 
two years ago, for the opportunity 
o develop block programming on 
the local level for WNBC. It has| 
been a matter of getting more con-| 
tiguous time for the owned-and-op- | 
erated outlet from the skein, as well | 
as lining up the proper perscnali- | 
ties. The stars, Cott said, fit into/| 
the station’s plan of using perform- 
ers who are “merchandisable and | 
promotable,” who can be used in 
tieups with advertisers, appear- 
ances in supermarkets and depart- 
ment store, amusement parks, etc. 

Cott is also experimenting with 
an hour-long gab block. The early 
evening “talk” session will start 
with Kenneth Banghart’s newscast 
at 6 p.m. Bill Stern’s sports re- 








port will follow for 7142 minutes, 
backed by “Column Digest” for 712 
minutes. 
Ray Goulding will give out with | 
their satiric spieling. ‘Three Star} 
Extra” news strip, follows at 6:45 
Pp. m. 

With the Jinx Falkenburg “New 
York Closeup” completely SRO on 
radio, WNBC has been looking for 
a new distaff airer. Miss Emerson’s 
show will fill this need. Kate 
Smith, who has been heard in the 
nocntime period, is giving up her 
show, in order to concentrate on 
her TV chores and also because of 
the problems her multiple spon- 
sorship on tele of resricting the 
kinds of bankrollers she can take 
on radio. 


Emphasis in records will be on 
listenable tunes, chosen largely 
fromi Broadway shows and filmusi- 
cals and avoiding brassy swing. 


No ALA Action On 
McCarran’s Blast 


Although the blast leveled by 
Sen. Pat. McCarran’s subcommit- 


tee investigating subversive infil- 
tration of show biz chastized the 
Authors League of America for 
permitting a “Communist take- 
over” of the Radio Writers Guild, 
ALA took no stand on the ques- 
tion at last week’s council] meet- 
ing. 

Council voted to secure copies of 
the McCarran committee _ testi- 
mony and mail them to all mem- 
bers of the council for study. One 
week after they are sent out, a 
special council meeting will be 
called on the subject. At last 
week's meeting, which was on the 
same day that the testimony wa: 
released, most of the council mem- 
bers had read only the newspaper 
reports, but only a handful had 
seen the printed text. 

It’s understood that many of the 
council members were shocked by 
the testimony. H wever, as “some 
of the “cooperative” ’ witnesse: 
testified, the ALA has had a tra 
ditiona! Stand igainst taking polit 
ical sides, concerning itself. solel 
— political and economic - 

are of its members a lorin 
the height of World a il th 
League took no stand against mem 
ag _ espoused Fascist views 
4 a ry has made declarations 
— blacklisting” in radio and 





wel 


| 
,}at WCAU-TV include Spratt’s Dog 
Food, 13 weeks for “Crusader Rab- | 


Zachary, Barton to L&M 


George J. Zachary, former CBS 
producer, and Francis C. Barton, 
veepee in charge of radio and tele- 
at Federal ad agency, have joined 
Lennen & Mitchell. 

Zachary will be in charge of 
radio-tele production and Barton 
will be business manager of the 
AM-TV department. They’!! work 
under Nicholas E. (Nick) Keesely, 
AM-TV veepee. / 





WCAU-TV's SRO 


For Prime Time 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 
All prime evening segments 
available for sponsorship by local 
and national advertisers on 


WCAU-TV, with the exception of | 


one 15-minute period, have been 
signed for starting dates this fall, 
according to Robert M. McGredy, 
sales manager. 

McGredy also announced several 
new participation and spot adver- 
tisers who have pacted for fall 
schedules. Hamilton Watch Co., 
via BBD&O, and International Sil- 
ver, through Young & Rubicam, 
have signed for alternate week 
sponsorship of “Jewelers Theatre,” 
52-week half-hour series starting 
Oct. 7, while in another film buy, 
the Associated Hospital Service of 
Philadelphia (Blue Cross) signed 
for 26 week sponsorship of the 
March of Time, through Gray & 
Rogers. 

Esslinger Beer, through J. Cun- 
hingham Cox, has expanded 
WCAU-TV schedule to _ include 


; | three additional newscasts, adding 
At 6:30 Bob Elliott and} 


Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
shows to its present Tuesday eve- 
ning newscast. 


Other program contracts inked 


(Continued on page 34) 





Mennen Out, Pontiac 
In on Post-Grid Show 


With Mennen’s having checked 
off its projected sponsorship of a 
quarter-hour football scoreboard 
roundup on Saturday afternoons 
this fall on NBC-TV, the web has 
sold the package to General 
Motors, for Pontiac, for an 11-week 
time and talent outlay of $300,- 
000. NBC expects to have a bank- 
roller lined up by the end of this 
week for its pre-game show as 
well as another $300,000, which 
will up the web’s total football 
billings to more than $3,000,000. 

GM signed last week to pick up 
the tab for NBC’s National Col- 
legiate Athletic Assn. football 
schedule, paying about $2,500,000 
for the 1l-game series. Mennen’s 
had previously bought the post- 
game scoreboard show but balked 
at paying the necessary pre-emp- 
tion costs on regularly-scheduled 
programs. NBC, as a result, sold 
the show to GM. 


McKay the McCoy 
Underscoring how lucrative 
- a simple five-minute show can 
become for local TV stations, 
Jim McKay now has two such 
series airing night on WCBS- 
TY, the.CBS video web's N.Y. 
flagship, which return the sta- 
ticn an $8,500 weekly gross. 
Each of the two shows are 
aired on a 52-week basis which 
could conceivably account for 
$442,000 in annual gross bill- 
ings for WCBS-TV. Frequency 
discounts, of course, bring the 
yearly figure down consider- 
ably below that. 

Two shows, both now SRO, 
are a five-minute weather re- 
port, aired five nights weekly 
at 7:25 p.m., and a five-minute 
sports show, aired six nights 
each week after the nightly 
news roundup. In addition to 
the 11 five-minute spots he 
thus does, McKay has also 
been tapped for a new quarter- 
hour Saturday afternoon foot- 
ball roundup show on WCBS- 
TV. This will preem Sept. 20, 
with the station now pitching 
it to prospective sponsors. 








WEN Editorial’ 
Schmitt Air Ti 
Chicago, Sept. 2. 
For ’the first time a_ political 
candidate will get time to answer 
an editorial comment by a station 
owner, under the FCC’s opinion of 
June, 1949, on “Editorializing by 
Broadcast Licensees.” Previously 
candidates have been given equal 
time under FCC rules stipulating 
that if one candidate gets airtime, 
his opponents be granted compar- 
able time. ~ 
Issue was raised last week by 
Leonard F. Schmitt, candidate for 
the Republican senatorial nomina- 
tion in Wisconsin. Schmitt wrote 
| WGN, Chi, that WGN prez Robert 
|R. McCormick made a pitch for 
| Schmitt’s opponent, Sen. Joseph R. 
|MecCarthy, on Aug. 23. Schmitt 
said that while McCormick “has the 
right to state his views,” the FCC 
opinion is that station operators 
“have an affirmative duty” to pre- 
sent the other side. of the issue. 
Since Col. McCormick spoke on 
“Chicago Theatre of the Air,” 
which is carried by Mutual, five 
minutes has been offered to 


Schmitt before or after the pro- 
gram. 








Old Faithful 


“Romance,” the half-hour drama 





series which has become a peren- 
nial utility show for CBS Radio, 
returns to the air again this fall, 
for the umpeenth time. With Jer- 
gen’s having bought only a limited 
network for its “Hollywood Play- 
house” program, CBS will feed 
| Romance” to the rest of the net 
on a sustaining basis. 

Two shows will be aired Thurs- 
day nights at 9, back-to-back with 
the Bing Crosby show, for which 
| General Electric has taken the full 
|CBS station lineup. Web has the 
| right, of course, to sell “Romance” 
| but has not yet come up with a 
| sponsor. 














Radio Network Premieres 


(Sept. 3-13) 


Following is a list of shows, 


either new or returning after a 


summer hiatus, which preem on the. four major radio networks 


during the next 10 days: 


SEPT. 4 


Romance. Drama. CBS, 9 to 


9:30 p.m. Sustaining. 


SEPT. 5 


Cavaleade of Sports.. Madison Sq. Garden fights. 


ABC, 10 to 


10:45 p.m. Gillette, through Maxon. 


Matthew Bell. Whodunit. 
Farms, via Hilton & Riggio. 

Politics on Trial. 
taining. 

Halimark Playhouse. Drama. 
via Foote, Cone & Bélding. 


a.m. Monday-thru-Friday. 
Carl Smith. Music. 

12:30 p.m. 
Home Folks. 

Friday. 
Wild Bill Hickok. 


MBS, 
Folk music. 


Western. 





Friday, 5:30 to 6 p.m. Kellogg, 


Documentary. 


SEPT. 7 
MBS, 4:30 to 4:55 p.m. Seabrook 


ABC, 6:30 to 7 p.m. Sus- 


CBS, 9 to 9:30 pm. Hallmark, 


SEPT. 8 
Victor Lindlahr Show, Diet commentary. NBC, 8:15 to 8:30 
Serutan, via Franklin Bruck. 


Monday-through-Friday, 12:25 to 


Kellogg, through Leo Burnett. 


CBS, 3:50 to 4 p.m. Monday-thru- 
Quaker Oats, via Price, 


Robinson & Frank. 
MES, Mond, Wednesday and 
via Leo Burnett. 


WXYZ Loses Right to ‘Jack Bellboy’ 


Flare Anew 





e ee 
Michel Exiting K&E 
Werner Michel is resigning as 
associate director of radio and 
television for Kenyon & Eckhardt 
agency, effective Sept. 15. Bowout 
is due to the agency’s cutback on 
AM-TV accounts, with the Ed 
Sullivan TV layout and the Edgar 
Bergan AM show the only major 
shows in the house. 
Before joining K&E, Michel was 
with CBS. 


WIND’s Windfal! 
In Grid Bill 
Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Weekend gridiron activities con- | 
tinue as a lucrative vein for the | 


radio time peddlers. For example, 
indie WIND has finalized its fall 
football lineup which represents a 
hefty chunk of coin. 

The complete home and road 
schedule of the Northwestern U 
team will be aired again by WIND 





with the Chi Dodge _ dealers 
picking up the tab for the 
fourth consecutive year. Going 


for the seventh year for Standard 
Oil of Indiana will be the full Chi- 
cago Bears pro team schedule. 

Bert Wilson will handle the play- 
by-play for both the Northwestern 
and Bears games with Howard 
Miller doing the color on the col- 
lege contests and Irv Kupcinet as- 
sisting on the pro tilts. 

The byproducts of the games are 
almost as valuable as the contests 
themselves with the fore and aft 
quarter hour adjacencies also al- 
ready soldout. 





WHB’s 10-Game Schedule 
Kansas City, Sept. 2. 

Interest in football play-by-play 
is mounting with approaching fall 
season, and AM coverage promises 
to be as jammed up as in past. 
WHB is in the swing with a 10- 
game schedule of Big Seven games 
to be covered by Larry Ray with 
Dick Smith along for color. Sec- 
ond straight year the schedule is 
being underwritten by John G. | 
Gaines &-Co., Hallicrafters TV dis- 
tributor. 
Ray kicks off the season by go- 
ing to nearby Lawrence to catch 
Texas Christian at University of 
Kansas. Same game is _ being 
picked up by NCAA television 
sked for national cabling. 
For ninth straight year Sam 
Molen will do a 10-game schedule 
for KMBC-KFRM. He begins 
Sept. 20 with Missouri vs. Mary- 
land. Jim Burke, KMBC-KFRM 
special events man, will team with 
Molen, for his fifth straight year 
following the pigskin. 


State of Pa. Buys Spots 
On 55 AM Stations To 
Stem Traffic Mishaps 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 

To check the rising tide of traf- 
fic accidents and auto fatalities, the 
State of Pennsylvania has appro- 
priated funds for a statewide radio 
spot safety campaign. The appro- 
priation covers a 39-week period 
and is being handled by the Ben- 
jamin Eshleman Agency, of Phila- 
delphia, 


Business will be placed through 
the Quaker. Network, which is 
serviced by WFIL, Philadelphia. 
Non-Quaker stations will also be 
included on the schedule which is 
to be distributed among virtually 
all of the 115 AM stations operat- 
ing in Pennsylvania. 





Title, But Det. Issue May 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 
WXYZ must give up the name 
“Jack the Bellboy,” Chief Federal 
Judge Arthur F, Lederle ruled last 
week. The title will revert to the 
Storer Broadcasting Co., owners of 
WJBK, which had sued to regain 
possession of the name. 
Although Judge Lederle’s “find. 
ing of fact” leaves the name with 
WJBK, Edmond T. McKenzie, the 
dise jockey, who made it famous to 
thousands of radio listeners and 
movie fans, is still with WXYZ. 
James G. Riddell, president of 
WXYZ, Inc., said his firm would 
appeal Lederle’s decision to the 
Federal Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Cincinnati. He said that on ad- 
vice of attorneys, McKenzie still 
would use the Jack the Bellboy 
label, at least for the present. 
Riddell added that McKenzie has 
no_ intention of returning to 
WJBK, Upwards of $200,000 in ac- 
counts reportedly switched from 
WJBK to WXYZ when McKenzie 


resicnod his $70,000-a-year jockey 
spo d as assistant manager at 
W Er. last February. 


niddell said “the personality is 
the strength of the program, not 
the name.” Asked what nom de 
plume McKenzie, would adopt if 
the appeal goes against WXYZ, Ride 
dell said: “As long as there are 
people like Storer around, we think 
it might be safest just to use Ed 
McKenzie, his real name. Nobody 
can take that away from him.” 

The “Bellboy” was represented 
in the case by George W. Trendle, 
Jr., son of one of the founders of 
WXYZ. 

A separate hearing is to be 
scheduled to determine what com- 
pensation WJBK should receive for 
WXYZ’s use of the name since last 
February. 

Named as defendants by Storer 
were McKenzie, his wife, Madeline; 
WXYZ, Inc.; Jack the Bellboy, Inc.; 
James F. Hopkins, former owner of 
WJBK and his wife, Ruth, and 
Richard A. Connell, Jr. All the 
individuals have an interest in 
Jack the Bellboy, Inc. 

The defendants contended that 
McKenzie held title to the name 
and that it went with him when 
he changed jobs. 

Judge Lederle found, however, 
that a tentative agreement by 
which Storer was to buy WJBK 
from Hopkins was made in Sep- 
tember, 1946. The deal was com- 
pleted the following July. Three 
months before final completion, 
Jack the Bellboy, Inc., was organ- 
ized and took ownership of the 
name. 

But, the court held, this “mate. 


(Continued on page 34) 


Nielsen Plum In 
CBS-TV Inking 


A. C. Nielsen’s inking of CBS- 
TV for its Nielsen Coverage Serv- 
ice represents a plum for the nose- 
counter, because it will dispel the 
trade feeling that NCS had been 
an “NBC-backed venture.” That 
conception had arisen from the 
fact that NBC radio is a sub- 
scriber to NCS, while CBS Radio 
is backing Standard Audit & Meas- 
urement, the rival outfit. 
CBS-TY is actually the first tele 
skein to buy NCS, because ak 
though NBC radio is subscribing, 
the tele web has not yet been 
inked. The report, when released, 
will contain a census of tele sets, 
which will be the first major esti- 
mate of TV set circulation other 
than the monthly reports issued 
by NBC. 

Nielsen said that NCS will give 
CBS-TV data on the daily, weekly 
and monthly audiences of the web 








Contracts signed for the first 13 | 
weeks of the drive covered 55 sta- | 
tions with three one-minute spots | 
a week, for a total of 2,145 an- 
nouncements. All spots are tran- 
scribed, dramatized and narrated | 
by Lt. Elmer Faber, of the Penn- | 
sylvania State Police, and each an- 
nouncement carries a brief -mes- 
sage from Gov.'John S. Fine. 


Roger W. Clipp, general manager | 
of the Quaker Network and presi- | 
dent of the Pennsylvania Assn. of | 
Broadcasters, hailed the fund as a| 


vote of confidence in radio's impact | 





on the public, 


and out-of-home TV viewing, all 
on a market-by-market basis. 
Nielsen said that ‘field work has 
been completed and tabulations are 
in the finai production stage, with 
reports scheduled for delivery in 
early fall.” First report had been 
expected by Aug. 15, but the sur- 
vey was delayed because of slow- 
ness of the U. S. Census Bureau in 
providing double-check data. é 
Oscar Katz, CBS-TV research di- 
rector, strefsed the fact that “ior 
the first time information on TV 
coverage and set ownership is be- 
ing determined by aciual survey 


jon a uniform, nationwide basis.” 
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Border Trouble 


Preem of Canadian tele next week nay be clouded as a result of 
a dispute between the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. and NBC-TV 
and CBS-TV over how the revenue from time sold north of the 
border is to be divided. CBC has told the American chains that it 
can’t accept their “last offer’ and may go on the air Monday (8) 
NBC and CBS, however, have informed 
the Canadians that they’d like to have them as affiliates and would 


sans Yank video feeds. 


welcome further discussions. 


Problem stems from the fact that the U. S. chains want a bigger 
In AM the networks take only a 
15% commission when CBC picks up an American network com- 
In tele, they feel, production costs are so high they 


share than they get in radio. 


mercial show. 
want a bigger split. 


A Canadian source said that the Yank networks were asking 
70%, but a U. S. web official said that was an “over-statement of 
Typical network affiliation contract has 
the outlet giving the skein 24 hours monthly of time without com- 
pensation and getting 3314% of the income after that. 


the American demand.” 


affiliates get a 30% divvy. 


their expenses. 


However, the web spokesman pointed 
out, the web’s share is not actually 70%, 
charges, discounts and agency commissions. 

These figures wouldn’t be applicable to the Canadian situation, 
since CBC will pay the line charges. 
give the Canadians a higher percentage than the 3314% or 30% 
Yank outlets get (in view of the webs’ not having to foot the line 
charges), but feel they need more than a 15% commission to cover 


Non-basic 


since it has to pay line 


NBC and CBS therefore will 


‘ 








Canada Set for TV Preem Sat. (6), 
\fter Hurdling Multiple Obstacles 


Montreal, Sept. 2. 


Following a series of test pro-| 


grams which started in July, the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp. will 
inaugurate regular television serv- 
ice this Saturday (6) with a three- 
hour stint from their Montreal sta- 
tion CBFT. Two days later (8) 
regular programming will start in 
Toronto over CBLT. 





+ 
vy 





The eventual introduction of TV | 


to Canada climaxes several years of 
intensive research, program cull- 
ing, political sniping and hard 
work on the part of CBC’s gen- 
eral manager Dave Dunton and 
his staff. Called a government 
monopoly (as the BBC), ridiculed 
and abused both by owners of pri- 
vate stations in Canada who figure 
they can offer better programs 
than the CBC and the editorial 
writers and columnists of the op- 
position papers throughout the 
country, CBC has come through 
with their original intentions and 
may eventually produce something 
unique in TV offerings. 


Biggest problem to face when 
Dunton eventually wheedled $6,- 
000,000 from the government 
(which is in the form of a loan 
and must be paid back from com- 
mercial revenue) was how to ade- 
quately cover a country such as 
Canada which is strung along a 
narrow, 4,000-mile strip. To put 
stations across the country was out 
of the question financially so To- 
ronto and Montreal were the obvi- 
ous selections because of popula- 


tion density (one good station in | 


(Continued on page 30) 


Toni Exits ‘Bank 





For Drake Serial 


Toni is cancelling out of its 
Tuesday and Thursday bankroll- 
ing of “Break the Bank” on ABC. 
Home permanent firm is buying 
the other two days on CBS Radio’s 
“This Is Nora Drake,” which will 
give it cross-the-board representa- 
tion on “Drake.” It was on 
“Drake” five days a week last 
spring, when Seaman came in as 
an alternating sponsor. 


i 


| Louis since 


| 
j 
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Wilkey as KMOX Mgr. 


Gene Wilkey, general manager 
of WCCO, Minneapolis and St. 
Paul has succeeded John L. Acker- 
man as general manager of KMOX, 
the CBS-owned local outlet. Wil- 
key took over his new duties yes- 
terday~ (Mon.). 

Ackerman, who has been in St. 
1950 is moving to 
€BS’ radio spot sales in New York. 


NBC, CBS Set Fall 
Radio Lineups In 
Battle of Ratings 


NBC and CBS will be battling it 
out hotter than ever this year for 
the top radio ratings. CBS, which 
has copped the majority of the 
Nielsen Top 10s for-the last sev- 
eral seasons, purposely stalled any 
finalization of its new fall program 
lineup this year until the NBC 
shows were set, and CBS program- 
ming execs frankly concede that 
a number of their choices on what 
goes where were based on an at: 
tempt to head off any NBC .9m- 
petitive threat. 

On Sunday nights, CBS has been 
strongest since board chairman 
William S. Paley’s fullscale talent 
raids of several years back. This 
year the web hopes to continue 
that rating edge and so will con- 
centrate again on a comedy bicck. 
Lineup leads off with “December 
Bride” at 6, to be followed by 
“Our Miss Brooks,” Jack Benny, 
“Amos ’n’* Andy,” Edgar Bergen, 
Philip Morris Playhouse and 


(Continued on page 32) 


‘Kukla’ to Hit the Road 
On RCA Merchandise 








| nearing completion in Los Angeles 





Junket as Steady Diet 


Chicago, Sept. 2. | 
Now that they are doing a week- | 


On “Bank” (which incidentally | ly rather than a daily show, Burr) 


was just renewed by Bristol-Myers | Tillstrom, creator of “Kukla, Fran} which 
for the Monday-Wednesday-Friday | & Ollie,” and Beulah Zachary, his} Mexico City for the first time and 
editions), Toni was getting a 4.1) producer, plan to hit the road with 
in the 11:30 a.m.-to-noon spot. On! the production this season on a! plant for the Latin American mar- 
“Nora,” aired in the 2:30-2:45 p.m.| more or less regular basis. Several | ket, looks set to move into XEW- 


| 


TV 





MANANA 





AIGARRAGA IK 
LATINO SPLURGE 








By GEORGE ROSEN 


Mexico City, Sept. 2. 

Televicentro, Mexico City’s new- 
est addition to its constantly-ex- 
panding and advanced architec- 
tural creations, stands today, on 
the eve of its official inauguration, 
as a $3,500,000 monument to one 
of Mexico's outstanding showmen 
—Emilio Azcarraga. 

The home of XEW-TYV, the video 
counterpart of one of the most 
flourishing radio stations in the 
world boasts a multitude of inno- 
vations calculated to draw gasps 
of astonishment from even the 
most seasoned TV vets from above 
the Rio Grande conditioned to the 
“bestest and the mostest’” in the 
advancement of television. 

For with the exception of the 
more elaborate and costly TV City 


by the Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, which “preems” on Oct. 1, 
Televicentro stands as a unique 
edifice, with little else to match 
it in the vast expanse of TV-happy 
United States. 

But Televicentro, with its mam- 
moth studios seating 3,000 each 
and which can be converted into 
arena-shaped auditoriums  per- 
mitting for all types of sports as 
well as entertainment spectacles 
through the simple device of col- 
lapsible grandstands in the rear 
of the stage, is perhaps Mexico’s 
No. 1 paradox. As it stands today 
in the peso economy of Mexico's 
TV, it is possibly years ahead of 
its time—a monument to the video | 
of manana. For TV in Mexico is| 
in a set circulation straitjacket. 


None But the Rich 
In a city boasting a population in | 








Looks Like It's Ben Duffy's Show On 
Ike Campaign, Despite Kudner Nod 





Adlai-Ike Debate Off 

Projected face-to-face de- 
bate between Presidential nom- 
inees Dwight D. Eisenhower 
and Adlai Stevenson, which 
was to have been staged spe- 
cifically for TV, is definitely 
off. Idea was proposed by 
Stevenson’s backers but Eisen- 
hower thumbed it down, at 
which point Stevenson also 
said he was no longer inter- 
ested. 

All four of the TV networks 
would have jumped at the 
chance to air such a show. As 
pointed out by CBS-TV news 
and special events chief Sig 
Mickelson, however, any such 
move would have opened the 
webs up to demands for equal 
time from all other parties, 
under terms of Sect. 315 of 
the FCC code. 


Chi Sets Rally To 
Regain Status As 


Production Centre 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 
First formal organization meeting 
of Chicago Unlimited, projected 
industry-wide non-profit corpora- 
tion designed to promote the 








+ In a surprise announcement last 


week, J. H. S. Ellis, president of 
the Kudner agency, revealed that 
j} the BBD&O agency would collabo- 
| rate on handling of the advertising 


program in behalf of the Eisen- 
hower-Nixon campaign for the Re- 
publican National Committee. 
Ellis’ statement expressed his hap- 
piness over BBD&O’s acceptance 
of the Kudner “invitation” to co- 
operate, and cited the approval of 
the move by Arthur E. Summer- 
field, chairman of the National 
Committee and campaign manager 
for Gen. Eisenhower. 

What the statement left unsaid, 
however, was how N. Y.’s Gov. 
Thomas E. Dewey moved in and 
turned the show over to his long- 
time friend, Ben Duffy, prexy of 
BBD&O. Dewey, who had played 
one of the key Eisenhower roles in 
the pre-nomination campaign, had 
championed Duffy for the approxi- 
mate $3,000,000 in GOP radio-TV 
billings, and it was considered a 
rebuff to his own efforts when 
Eisenhower turned around and 
gave the nod to Summerfiield’s 
choice—the Kudner agency. (Sum- 
inerfield is an important man in the 
General Motors picture, and Kud- 
ner handles the GM business.) 

Duffy is an old hand at master- 
minding GOP radio-TV campaigns, 
having handled the Dewey Presi- 
dential bids in previous elections. 
While, on the one hand, BBD&O 
has experienced personnel with a 
knowhow on politico agency activ- 
ity, the Kudner outfit by its own 
admission is unequipped to handle 





Windy City as a radio-TV produc- 
tion centre, will be held next Tues- 
day evening (9) in ABC's Civic] 


the Eisenhower assignment. 
There’s speculation as to what 
happens to the New York State 


excess of 3,000,000, there are but| Theatre. The group’s backers are| GOP account, which is a separate 


25,000 to 30,000 TV receivers in| 
circulation. None but the rich) 
can afford it. They’re all here—| 
Zenith, RCA, Admiral, Westing- | 
house, General Electric, et al.— 
but the cheapest models. cost} 
3.000 pesos ($400), with the larger | 
sets retailing in the States for ap- 
proximately $400 to $500 carrying 
a 10,000 to 12,000-peso ($1,000) 
price tag. And since pesos don’t 
come easy to the average Mexican, 
those kind of fancy prices (the re- 
sult of a 25% import duty imposed 
on U. S. goods, plus a determina- 
tion to milk every possible peso 
out of the upper-crust spenders 
before contemplating any down- 
ward revision) makes TV set own- 
ership almost prohibitive. 

Azcarraga knows he’s got a tough 
nut to crack, but there’s nothing 
he can do about it—except to build 
and »lan for a manana that will 
embrace mass circulation. When 
that day comes he'll be ready for 
it, and he’s already set in motion 
plans for a network of TV stations 
in the major cities that will be 
serviced from Televicentro by both 
microwave relay (requiring trans- 
mitters on the highest mountain 
levels) and by kinescope. 

But even in its present 25,000- 
set economy, XEW-TV is making 
sufficient strides to convince Azcar- 
raga that within the next 12 
months he’ll be operating in the 
black. Presently geared to a 5 p.m. 
to midnight, seven-days-a-week 
program schedule, XEW-TV is 
about 90% SRO. The list of spon- 
sors for the most part reads like 
a CBS-TV or NBC-TV scratch 
sheet; Celanese, RCA, Admiral, | 
Pepsi-Cola, Coca-Ccla, Goodrich, 
Bourjois, General Electric, Gen- 
eral Motors, I. rd, Nestle, etc. 


P&G Bows In 





And now Procter & Gamble | 
is setting up business in 


is in the process of building a vast | 


strip, Toni has been garnering aj junkets have already been lined| TV as kingpin among advertisers, 


5.5. Last 
“Bank” will be Sept. 18. 


Toni commercial on|up extending into March and the duplicating its 


topdog _ status 


' 
} 


| present schedule calls for at least! among American advertisers in| 


ABC meanwhile got a healthy | 4 jaunt a month. 


renewal of the Gillette Fights on 
Friday nights in the 10 p.m. hour, 
via the Maxon agency. Renewal is 
important to ABC, since NEC has 
the television end of the business 


and that web was making a pitch | ter 


for the radio billings as well. 


In practically every case the p.a.’s | 
around the country will be tied in 
with the local RCA distributors 
and retailers. RCA bankrolls KFO 
alternate weeks in its Sunday af- 
noon spet on NBC-TV. Till- 

(Continued on page 33) 


radio-T.V (Neil McElroy, P&G | 
prexy, was_in Mexico City last) 
week where, as international! presi- 
dent of the Harvard Clubs, he was 
elaborately feted by Latin Ameri- 
ca’s Harvard alumni.) 

No sma!l consolation to Azcar- 


(Continued on page 33) 


| audience pull. 


seeking a prominent name, either 
in the civic or the advertising 
fields, to keynote the rally. 

Although the outfit has been 
moving slowly during its pre-or- 
ganizational stages the past sev-| 
eral, months since it was first out-| 
lined by an informal group spear- | 
headed by freelance announcer 
John Weigel, it has already re- 
ceived nearly $10,000 in pledges 
toward its goal of $25,000. It’s ex- 
pected when officers and a board 
of directors are picked at the mass 
meeting next week and the organ- 
ization takes more definite shape, 
the pledges will gain momentum. 

Unlimited hopes to embrace all 
facets of the Chi radio-TV indus- 
try to launch a drive to revive 
broadcasting output here. It’s plan- 
ned to hire a fulltime director to 
conduct the campaign which will 
place special emphasis on the ma- 
jor industries in the Chi area who 
use the media for their advertis- 
ing purposes. 


CBS Thinks Toni Off 
On Wrong Track In 
Axing ‘Grand Central’ 


Toni has cancelled ‘Grand Cen- 
tral Station” on CBS Radio, one of 
the toprated daytime Saturday pro- 
grams with a 5.3 rating currently 
(above the median of nighttime 
programs). Sponsor will hold on 
to the time slot and insert an audi- 
ence _—iparticipationer, probably 
“Take It or Leave It.” 

CBS is unhappy at the move be- 
cause not only -has “Station” a 
strong point that bolsters the 





| Duffy-BBD&O “baby.” 
| stood that 


Its under- 
Duffy is turning this 
over to Kenyon & Eckhardt. It 
was handled at BBD&O by Wick 
Crider, who has since shifted over 
to K&E. 

Robert Humphrey, publicity di- 
rector for the GOP National Com- 
mittee, pointed out that broadcast- 
ing-film expenditure this year 
would be far greater_than the ap- 
proximately $800,000 spent for that 


(Continued on page 32) 


NBC on the Prowl 
For Info Director 


Without any fanfare or public 
pronunciamentos, veepee Edward 
A. Madden, assistant to prexy Jo- 
seph H. McConnell at NBC under 
the return -to-integration opera- 
tional pattern, is also taking over 
the public relations reins vacated 
by the resignation of William F. 
Brooks. Web considers Madden 
well qualified for the role, in view 
of a similar status enjoyed during 
his years of agency activity. 

Meanwhile, Madden is on the 
prowl for a “director of informa- 
tion.” His duties, specifically, will 
be to write speeches for prexy 
McConnell and other high NBC 
brass. 


SALES VEEPEE MADDUX 











whole lineup, but 


it fits in with} 
the dramatic mood the skein feels. 


BOWING OUT AT WOR-TV 


R. C. (Pete) Maddux, veepee 


is best for a Saturday afternoon, ever sales at WOR-TV, N. Y., is re- 


“Theatre of Today,” 


mercial ride from an audience par- 
ticipationer, with Toni’s 
monial copy more suited to the. 
game format than to drama. 


Beamed at 1 p.m.,| signing after 12 years with the 
|it is in the block of Armstrong’s| WOR operation. He joined the out- 
Carnation’s | fit in 1940 and had been handling 
|“Stars Over Hollywood” and Car-| sales for both the AM and TV 
'ter’s “City Hospital”—all dramas. | outlets. 

Weiss & Geller agency, however, | 
feels that it can get more of a com- | 
| F. O'Neil, Jr., takeover and the in- 


testi-| tegration of WOR and MBS setups, 


In the recent reorganization of 
the station, following the Thomas 


Maddux was moved exclusively into 


| the tele sphere. The TV sales reins 


Last “Station” broadcast will be|are being taken over by Robert 


‘Sept. 20. Veteran show had a 63) 
rating in June, the highest rating|is currently on vacation. 


of any Saturday daytime airer on) 


jany network at that time. 


Mayo, TV sales director. Maddux 
Before 
joining WOR, he was head of the 
New Jersey development council. 


— 
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HERE’S MORGAN 

With Henry Morgan 

Producer: Joe Baumer 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 6 p.m. 

CAROL MOTORS 

WJZ, New York 
(Cavanaugh-Shore) 

Henry Morgan is back on the 
airlanes again, after a couple of 
seasons on television in a couple 
of formats that didn’t win him any 
laurels. His new AM stanza is es- 
sentially the old show that he did 
on WOR, N. Y., some 12 years 
back. He has a better chance of 
clicking on radio. His brand of 
humor is more gpited to a metro- 
politan audience than to a national 
airing and his zany gab style more 
fitted to listening than to viewing. 

Commercially, too, the kind of 
selling he does can pay off for a 
loca] sponsor. 
the bankroller, a used car dealer, 
strong identification. His pitches | 
for the automotive account were 
off-the-cuff and easv to take, al- 
though not as kidding as those 
which first brought him to atten- 
tion. The real ribbing was re- 
served for a non-sponsoring prod- 
uct, Lucky. Strike cigarets, via the 
tale of a ‘an who tried the “tear 
and compare” test and found he 
liked Camels “for a tear.” It was 
a funny bit. He's also using some 
of his whacky waxings, such as 
Egyptian and Armenian records, 
which add novelty appeal. 

Morgan's 








forie 


ARTHUR GODFREY 
With Archie Bleyer, Marion Mar- 
lewe, Lou Ann Sims, Julius 
Larosa, Frank Parker;. Tony 
Marvin, announcer 
Producer-Director: Will Roland 
90 Mins.; 10 a.m., Mon.-thru-Fri. 
Participating 
CBS, from New York 
Arthur Godfrey, returning to 
CBS for 90 minutes Monday (1) 
after a month’s rest, launched the 
fall season in entertaining though 
not memorable fashion. Cast ab- 
sences—(Janette Davis, Chordettes 
were still on vacation)—and below- 
peaks for Lou Ann Sims (laryn- 
gitis) and Julius Larosa (torn 
shoulder ligaments) thinned the 
vocal end and correspondingly fat- 


tened Godfrey's chatter. In another | 
: should be at full | 
He’s certain to give | strength and form. 


month show 


Columbia’s standout personality 
started slowly with vacation talk 
and weather quips; hit faster pace 
in third quarter-hour, when La- 


rosa’s honest naivete, likeable boy- | 


ishness and unpretentious warmth 
made perfect foiling. 

He had another amusing collo- 
quy, about “infirmities” of age, 
with sprightly Frank Parker. God- 
frey reached 49 Aug. 31; Parker, 
last April 

Godfrey’s observations about his 
Virginia farm, Land O’ Lakes in 


| Wisconsin and Sun Valley, Idaho, 


were tinged with mild, earthy hu- 


is irreverence, | mor. So were.his exchanges with 


but he should develop a feeling of | Archie Bleyer, et al, on their vaca- 
good humor to balance the overall | tions. It was all keyed to the fa- 


sense of blase causticness. 
cast ‘“Snow, followed by 


boys with sleds’’). Bril. 


; He | miliar “family” pattern which has 
wound with his old weather fore-| gnpened 


millions of American 


little | homes to the star’s programs. God- 
|frey as always, was the epitome of 


' ease, naturalness and projectibility. 


BIG STORY 
With Werbert Rudley, Michael 

Mann, Barbara Weeks, Roland 

Winters, William Keene, others; 

Bob Stoane, narrator; Wladimir 

Selinsky, music 
Producer: Bernard J. Prockter 
Director: James Hayes 
Writer: She'don Stark 
30 Mins.; Wed., 9:30 p.m. 
PALL MALL | 
NBC, from N. Y. 

(SSC&B) } 

“Big Story,” the Bernard J. | 
Prockter package which drama- 
tizes real-life accomplishments of 
working newspapermen across the 
country, resumed on NBC Wednes- 
day night (27) with a human-inter- 
est yarn slightly off the groove of 
the usual crime-solving stories. It 
was an auspicious preem for the 
new season and presaged a good} 
rating payoft for Pall Mall cig- 
arets, the sponsor. 

Tale was based on the exploits 
of James S. Pooler, Pulitzer prize- 
winning reporter of the Detroit 
Free Press who, under the package 
setup, gets a $500 check for the 
show. Yarn told of how Pooler’s 
Free Press story on the eviction 
facing a poverty-stricken family in 
Detroit drew numerous contribu- 
tions from the newspaper's read- 
ers. And, for the surprise payoff, 
Henry Ford contributed a new 
home to the family after having 
read Pooler’s yarn. 

Initialer was well-produced and 
enacted, with Herbert Rudley scor- 
ing in the reporter’s role. Michael 
Mann, as the 14-vear-old head of 
the family; Barbara Weeks, as the 
mother; Roland Winters, as Pool- 
er’s editor, and William Keene, as 
the hard-hearted landlord, topped 
the generally-good supporting cast. 








Sheldon Stark’s script was 
wrapped up neatly by director 
James Hayes, with Bob Sloane 


scoring on his own as the narrator. 


| a-Me”’; 











Plugs for Pall Mall, inserted in | 


the usual spots, were okay. 
Stal. 





CIVIL DEFENSE REPORTER 
With Ron Cochran 

Producer: Lewis Shollenberger 
15 Mins.; Sat., 6:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 

CBS, from Washington 


| 


His throat gave slight trouble sev- 
eral times. 

Finest singing came from Marion 
Marlowe in “Tenderly.” Sweet- 
mannered young soprano should 
have, encored. Parker reached 
nicely a final high note in “Golden 
Ages.” After earlier traces of un- 
evenness the Mariners did ‘“‘Dotch- 
Miss Sims, her recorded 
“It’s Just About September”; La- 


| rosa, “Funny.” 


Tony Marvin registered solidly 
with commercial openings. Godfrey 
remained in straight but convinc- 
ing groove. for Toni, Frigidaire, 
Rinso, Pillsbury, Nabisco and Ches- 
terfields. A question he asked Mar- 
vin about the radio end of a tele- 
vised plug indicated Godfrey's 
concern that the air audience 
should not be overlooked. This 
must be constantly watched on 
simulcasts. Jaco. 


THE DAY’S NEWS 

With Glenn Walrath 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6 p.m. 
PIONEER BLDG. LOAN 
WTRY, Troy 

Glenn Walrath, who recently 
joined WTRY after service with 
WPTR, Albany, and with a Roches- 
ter station, airs a UP roundup on 
this sponsored program. It’s listen- 
able, if not unusually distinctive. 
‘A tightening of the editing and 
crispening of the reading would 
sharpen the block. International 
and national news occupy the first 
section; state and local take up the 
second. Show opens and ends 
with the weather. Sports are left 
to a feature which follows. 

On one segment heard, Walrath 
sounded slightly uncertain in sev- 
eral spots; on the next, he seemed 
surer. Delivery is generally cool 
and detached. The doubling on 
commercials creates a_ certain 
tonal monotony. Messages are 
written in good taste. Program 
has a choice time spot. Jaco. 
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Bob & Ray were at their zaniest 
in bouncing off an on-the-square 
30th anniversary of the first com- 


New series is designed to hypo} mercial against their “‘tAlbert in 
public interest in civil defense. It Adland” and kindred nonsense last 


kicked off Saturday (30) with a de-| Thursday (29) 


scription of “The Strangest Street 
in the World.” an area tagged 
“Rescue Street” and 
replicas of bombed-out 
to reproduce conditions in a town 
or city hit by enemy bombs.  In- 
terviews with civil defense authori- 
ties covered the uses to which the 
setup will be put, with personnel 
from various parts of the country 
being trained in rescue work s6 
that they can go hack home and 
train more CD warkers. 

Initialer also included a report 
on a flight over the U. S. made by 
a croup of British planes—without 
advance warning to the CD watch- 
ers. Planes were able to penetrate 
the radar network. because various 
gece are not manned continuous- 
7 

hat was used as basis for a spiel 
for recruiting additional 
Spotters. Series will review, by 
narration, interview and reeord- 


ing. the various phases of Federal | 
Civil Defense Adminisiiz tion's ac. | 


tivities. Brit. 


! 
| 
i 





; 


|who directed 


reporter Ron Cochran declared. | 


opening spiel for the “new Get- 
away Car” 


Allen’s spliced-in excerpt 
from a previous NBC anniversary 
program was equally socko. NBC 
veep Bud Barry played it straight 
and quoted General Sarnoff that, 
under commercial sponsorship, 


“the richest person can’t buy for} 


himself what the poorest man can 


over NBC. The | 


: ‘endorsed by Brink’s. | 
featuring | ete.) was delightful madcap stuff. 
buildings | Fred 


CAVALCADE OF AMERICA 
(Patriot With Chestnut Curls) 


Petrie, Tom _ Collins, 


Voorhies, music; Bill Hamilton, 
announcer 
| Producer: Harold Blackburn 
| Director: Jack Zoller 
Writers: Robert W. Soderberg, 

Edith Sommer : 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 
i DU PONT 
| NBC, from N. Y. 

(BBD&O) 

DuPont’s “Cavalcade of Amer- 
lica,” one of the longtime commer- 
i¢ial entries on radio, returned to 
its regular Tuesday night at 8 slot 
last week (26) with an_ historical 
yarn which evidenced that the 
tseries will follow its standard for- 
mat for the coming season. And 
that’s all to the good since, with 
|duPont’s high-budgeted backing, 
“Cavaleade” is one of the best- 
produced dramatic shows now on 
the air. Stories enactgd, usually 
with a patriotic pitch, also repre- 
sent a fine public service standard- 
bearer for the sponsor. 


New season's preem starred 
Joan Caulfield as a_hot-headed 
rebel during the American Revolu- 
tion who joined her father and 
brother in serving in the Yankee 
underground. When she fell for 
the British colonel stationed in 
her home, she was naturally torn 
between love and devotion to duty. 
But, she tipped the rebels on her 
info and so, according to the story, 
helped materially in preventing 
Gen. Benedict Arnold from selling 
out to the redcoats at West Point. 

Name cast worked well under 
the deft direction of Jack Zoller, 
with Miss Caufield sounding highly 
credible in her starring role. 
Cameron Prud’homme, as_ her 
father; George Petrie, as her 
brother, and Tom Collins, as the 
British colonel, topped the fine 
supporting lineup. Script by Rob- 
ert W. Soderberg and Edith Som- 
mer got a little obvious in spots 
but. was interest-holding. Don- 








backing to top the production 
credits. 

Blurbs for duPont products were 
short and to the point. Stal. 





LOG CABIN NEWS 
With .Kenneth Banghart; 

Campbell, announcer 
| Producer: Art Richards 
| Writer: Jim Boozer 
5 Mins.; Thurs., 8:25 p.m. ‘ 
GENERAL FOODS 
NBC, from N. Y. 
| ‘Benton & Bowles) 
| This is a five-minute newcast 
|which General Foods has inserted 
between its Roy Rogers show and 
“Father Knows Best” on NBC to 
give it the complete 8 to 9 Thurs- 
day night slot. With Kenneth 
Banghart delivering the latest 
events in extremely capsulized 
form, it’s certainly listenable but 
not very analytical. It will do its 
job capably, however, in bridging 
the two other GF shows. 

On the initialer (28), Banghart 
demonstrated again his rapid-fire 
and fluffless spieling technique. In 
the short time allotted them, he 
and his writer, Jim Boozer, 
rounded up most of the headline 
happenings of the day and also in- 
jected enough human interest 
touches to give the show its own 
personality. Banghart, in _ fact, 
who’s a legit entrepreneur vias his 
interest in the Olney, Md., straw- 
| hatter, even found time to toss in 
'a plug for Better Davis’ upcoming 
| ““T'wo’s Company.” 

Ted Campbell handled the short 
pitches for Log Cabin syrup com- 
petently. Stal. 


SCOTTISH HALF-HOUR 
With Peter Madren, emcee 
30 Mins., Friday, 8 p.m. 
Sustaining 
RADIO LUXEMBOURG 

Beamed by Radio Luxembourg 
every Friday evening, this skirling 
program of requests by Scot-born 
listeners, mainly of their native 
music and song, has a universal 
appeal, and is urbanely emceed by 
Peter Madren, British actor and 
Luxembourg deejay, whose style of 











| He makes much use of names 


cet for free” in the way of radio and places, linking Scots in Eu- 


George Wallach, 
and Jack C. Wilson, 
who scripted. rightfully labeled 
this “the billion 
showeasing and spotlighting, as it 
did, the gross billings of all the 


entertainment. 


dollar show”’— | 


|} rope, England and Scotland by way 
of disk requests. Unfortunately, 
his mastery of Scot place-names 
(some of them, admittedly, diffi- 
cult to pronounce) isn’t always 
topflight, and he frequently fails 


30 years of commercial entertain-|into a pronouncing quagmire, 


ment which 
rich, warm no.ialgic 
cies, The original 
ters, NBC's o'd 
Pat Kelly. Nick Kennv were cut in) 
against which plaved Bob Elliott 
'& Ray Goulding’s 


| microanties. Abel. 


preceded. It was a/ 
cavalcade 
\(The Happiness Boys, A&P Gyp-| number to 
plane } Tasiveast Jes-' singing a lively 
chief announcer | Castle.” 


Program caught showed up pop 
taste, ranging from Jo Stafford 
teno: Robert Wilson 


Weekly program has 
much appeal, but would benefit 
from noveliy interlude, such as a 


Auld Lang Syne land. Gord. 


With Joan Caulfield, Cameron 

Prud’homme, Vera Allen, George 
Richard 
Newton, Neva Patterson, Sondra 
Speiser, Mercer McLeod: Donald 


ald Voorhies provided solid music | 


Ted | 


talkie-talkie is in the bright class. | 


une, “Tillietudlem | 


FATHER KNOWS BEST 


aldson, 
Bill Forman, announcer 
Producer: Al Kaye 
Director: Murray Bolen 
Writer: Paul West 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
|GENERAL FOODS 
| NBC, from Hollywood 


(Benton & Bowles) 





With Robert Young, Jean Yan Der 
Pyl, Rhoda Williams, Ted Don- 
Norma Jean Nilsson; 
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YOUR HIT PARADE 

With Guy Leombarde Orch, Fran 
Warren, Kenny Gardner, Kenny 
Martin; Andre Baruch, an. 
noun¢cer 

|Producer-Director: Harlan Dyn- 

| ning 


‘30 Mins.; Fri., 8 p.m. 
AMERICAN TOBACCO 

: NBC, from St. Albatis, L. I. 
(BBD&O.) 

|_ The radio version of “Your Hit 


| “Father Knows Best” went into, ee has been undergoing some 
\its fourth season last Thursday | pas and time switches on the NBC 
' 


(28), and the transcribed situation- | y 


er from the Coast seemingly can 
;}go on forever. Poking fun at the 
|head of the house has become a 


| kind of national cliche, to be en- 
| joyed by all, including the middle- 
|} aged pappy guys in millions of the 
| country’s menages. 

As enacted by star Robert Young 
| and his wife and three children in 
lthe Jim Anderson household, it 
comes out full of loaded chuckles 
on situations and problems that 
|every member of a family can 
jidentify himself with in some 
facet. ; 
| Jnitialer turned on_ teenage 
| Betty, played by Rhoda Williams, 
j}unfavorably comparing her “old 
i hat” father to a neighbor who 
| played baseball with the kids in 
the sector, told jokes and was*a 
regular cutup. Chagrined at his 
daughters opinion, Young changed 
his mode of dress, developed card 
tricks and turned into a wit. It 
all went for naught since the 
neighbor, “Jolly” Joe Simpson, got 
himself hospitalized while playing 
first base and, anyway, Betty 
thought all along that her pop was 
tops and not the stuffed shirt she 
pretended he was. 

Young and cast of regulars, in- 
cluding Jean Van Der Py] as the 
mother, Ted Donaldson as the son, 
Norma Jean Nilsson as _ little 
Kathy, and Miss Williams carried 
out the proceedings with high 
good humor that was infectious. 
Murray Bolen directed with a deft 
hand at. punctuating the laugh 
lines, and the Paul West script 
proved a solid foundation for these 





efforts. Products plugged are In- 
stant Postum and Post’s Bran 
Flakes. Trau. 


|THE MAN WHO BROKE THE 

| BANK 

With Lionel Gamlin, Robin & An- 
drew Ray, Dame Edith Evans, 

George Robey, Peter _ Knight 
| Singers, others 
Producer: Tom Ronald 
Writer: Gale Pedricks 
50 Mins. 

BBC, from London 

Biog of British music - hall 
comedian-singer Charles Coborn, 
who died seven years ago, provided 
fairly rich material for an airer 
on occasion of the centenary of his 
birth in August, 1852. 

Younger generation angle was 
achieved by Lionel Gamlin, as nar- 
rator, telling the story of Coborn 
to two youngsters, Robin and An- 
drew Ray, sons of the British radio 
comic Ted Ray.( Andrew had title 
role with Irene Dunne in the pic 
“The Mudlark’”’). This achieved bal- 
ance -between old and young lis- 
teners, thus creating not too much 
reliance on memory for interest 
value. Picture was well conveyed 
of Coborn and his rollicking songs. 

George Robey, vet English come- 
dian, had a piece interpolated in 
the program, recalling that Coborn 
had a genius for making people 
sing his songs. He told how the 
| Star was a champion of artists’ 
rights. Dame Edith Evans, leading 
legit actress, and others joined in 
‘personal tributes. 
| Scrapbook technique was used 
throughout, the youngsters asking 
questions as leaves of tome turned. 
| John Rorke sang the Coborn num- 
bers, including progranf title song. 
; Biog had necessary nostalgic inter- 
;est plus much vitality of English 
‘music-hall, *adding up to scrappy, 
interesting fare. ord, 











| TIME FOR BETTY CROCKER 
| With Win Elliot, announcer 

| Writer: Gini Stewart 

5 aan Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:30 p.m.; 


| 4: 
GENERAL MILLS 
ABC, transcribed 
‘Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample) 
| Betty Crocker returned to the 
airlanes Monday (1) in a cross-the- 
_ board series which spots her in two 
| five-minute Stands during the af- 
,ternoon. The briefies allow Miss 
Crocker enough time to dish out 
her culinary chatter in a style 
| pegged for the hausfrau ear. 
With an assist from announcer 
Win Eliiot, Miss Crocker spiels 
recipes, budget menus and house- 
hold advice. It’s a familiar pattern 
, that should continue to click with 


liot the femme dialers. The General | 
characteristic two-minute spot of gossip from the! Mills plugs are worked into the 


| script neatly. Gros. 


etwork for the past couple of 
ears but otherwise it remains jp- 
| tact as the key showcase of current 
| Pop hits on the airlanes. This is a 
| neat stanza in all respects from the 
|dominant musical essence to 
| incidental chatter, 


| The show’s character, of course 
derives from Guy Lombardo who 
cut away from the brassily loud 
music formerly associated with 
this series to his own brand of 
smoothly listenable dance music 
when he took over this program's 
baton last fall. Lombardo is in the 
same groove this year with equally 
' pleasing results. : 


As last-year, Lombardo is broad- 
casting from various Armed Serv. 
ice hospitals, opening at the St. 
Albans, L. I., Naval Hospital Fri- 
day (29). Fran Warren, first in the 
series of femme guest vocalists on 
this show, delivered solidly on 
such current clicks as “Auf Wie- 
derseh’n,” “Half As Much” and 
“Wish You Were Here.” Band vo- 
calists Kenny Gardner and Kegny 
Martin also registered nicely on 
“Somewhere Along the Way” and 
\‘‘Here In My Heart.” The Lom- 
|bardo orch did the “Blue Tango” 
| instrumental with the ensemble 
| Joining in “‘Walkin’ My Baby Back 
Home.” 

Announcer Andre Baruch. a 
regular on the “Hit Parade,” de- 
}livered his usually smooth, but 
}strong plugs for the cig brand. 


| . 
j erin. 


the 











ROY ROGERS 

With Dale Evans, Pat Brady, others 
Director-Writer: Fred Van Hartes- 
| veldt 

30 Mins., Thurs. 8 p.m. 
GENERAL FOODS 

, NBC, from Hollywood 

(Benton & Bowles) 

| There's a basic appeal about 
|Roy Rogers and most of the other 
{top cowboy filmsters that attracts 
jthe young and the young-in-mind. 
|The nag-sagas with which Rogers 
associates himself have hard riding 
;and plenty of shooting. Judging 
\from the fact that few cowboy pix 
|fail at the boxoffice, Rogers’ radio 
rating should be sufficiently bigh 
to make it pay off for Sugar Crisps. 
| Initial tale in the radio series 
;centered around some dirty work 
jin the foreclosure business. A 
| banker forecloses a ranch so that a 
|horse entered in a big race won't 
‘run. Rogers substitutes Trigger 
|for the horse that’s entered and 
| wins the big event. The race is 
instrumental in cleaning up all the 
skullduggery. 

Plot was fairly simple but effec- 
tive for the juvenile mind. Direc- 
tor-writer Fred Van Hartesveldt 
did a good job in both departments 
and Trigger, without doing much 
at the mike got a major share of 
the honors. Rogers’ wife, Dale 
Evans, and Pat Brady, other major 
|members of the cast, did their 
| chores well. Jose. 





POLISH EAGLE PROGRAM 
| With Victor and Sophie Zembruskl 
60 Mins.; Sun., 9 a.m. 
| Participating 
WPTR, Albany 

Polish polka program, recorded 
,for an hour Sunday morning and 
a half-hour Sunday evening. !s 
j|handled by maestro Victor Zem- 
bruski (whose Continental and 
_Remington platters are turntabled) 
and by Sophie Zembruski. Zem- 
| bruski, widely known in Polish 
circles of the east, mentioned on 
last block heard that it was his 
19th broadcasting anniversary. He 
,did the first air show at Water- 
| bury, Conn., in 1934, the date also 
/ being a birthday. The WPTR show 
‘is not Zembruski’s only one, ac- 
cording to his statement. 

A bilingual affair, it is shrewdly 
slanted toward loyal Polish dialers 
_of polka music (the area numbers 
many). Dedications are made (0, 
and letters are read from, listen- 
‘ers. To outsiders, the tempo and 
style become monotonous when 

program stretches to an hour, but 
this does not hold for the target 
group. Zembruski obviously knows 
the polka field and his audience. 
He and Sophie Zembruski might 
reduce the plugging of band’s pe'- 
‘sonal appearances—listed at points 
as distant from Albany as 175 
miles and as calendar-far as ‘0- 
vember. The advertising on sé\- 
‘eral five-minute participations— 
by Zembruski in Polish and by 
staff announcer Roger Stevens 1" 
English—could also be cut. 

j Jaco. 


| 
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* Ed Sullivan’s pre-Labor Day sketches. Miss Carroli clicked with 
brawl, while devoid of the top | materia’ on ne life plus — 

‘ curriculum, showing up as one of) 
names, nonetheless carried lots of | th e mest’ engaging comics (of 
interest. Show played in the man- | either sex) in video. | 
ner of a vaude program. Speed; Of necessity, Armus and Cassidy | 
and pace were given by a quick) were spotted early, the former in | 
succession of acts Sunday night | the tuner’s “Don Jose from Rocka- | 
(31) on.CBS-TV. |way” and latter baritoning the 


t . . . 
.. | title song, for a pair of fine entries. | 
Most noteworthy event on this Miss Darling, shapely looker, 


session was the introduction by the chirped “Lemonade” to the. free 


vet comics, Smith and Dale, of a ; - . ; 
ps iey gree “ wheeling tapology interpolations of 
new skit written for them by Lasz-/ poctor & Byrd. Barry did Italo| 


lo Vadney. The comics are jug er : ak adie 

; : orrento” in nifty operatic style, | 
couple of pinochle players in heav- | with fore and aft portions going to | 
en. There's lots of good lusty hu-|nick Himber and Wheeler for'| 
ott ee comedy a 'semi-integrated commercials, best | 
SUE BEGGS & MOTE SOCKO ENGINE, | one being a Pet Milk invention | 


a Sse Sarre is is plenty funny with magico trimmings. Joe Stein | 
, |and Will Glickman came. through | 
Other top performers were Hal| with the long script to the fast | 
ty he sae aie teat | moving kcgy or anes vet- | 
. ’ eran Jos ntley. rau. 
in a state fair sequence in which a 
there were surrounding production | 
dancers. Staging detracted from! James Wechsler, New York Post | 
Leroy’s stint inasmuch as he was) egitor returned to DuMont’s| 
obscured by other personnel. Other | uc ¥ the Editors” last Wed-| 
bit employed trick camera work to} >‘@'ring the Hors §64a5 atl 
good effect. Two femmes assisted|nesday (27) after having been) 
him in a bit that called for pseudo | dropped from the show in a con- | 
magic. A second camera was used | troversy over his political past. An/| 
1 eri te fae off and on 3nd outspoken anti-Communist, he, ad-| 
imits having had Red ties over a| 
stretched hands. It added up t0| decade ago, which had brought | 
imaginative telecasting. |some protests. Question of his re- 
De yet girls agp moe Thi) pa and didn’t come up| 
camera work inasmuch as one of/on the broadcast. 
their numbér was constantly ob-| Other guests were Tom Schroth 
scured during their first offering. | of the Brooklyn Eagle and Lowell | 
They sounded good, however, in| Limpus of the N. Y. Daily News. | 
their | rendition of, “Watermelon | Along with moderator Erwin D.| 
Time” and “Take Me Out to the|Canham, of the Christian Science | 
a rome. ee are energetic | Monitor, they wicked ground ones. 
an ave eye-appeal. tions such as: Di e or ai | 
The State Fair set used during | score more favorably with their 
most of the show provided a legiti- | their speeches before the Ameri- 
mate excuse for bringing on acts | can gg ort! ‘~~ ag ge Aa = 
meth agg Ble Rig As, columns’ Are “Teporters 2 more | 
the piano with shod feet and blow- | probing with their questioning of 
ing two trumpets simultaneously, | Truman = they are of Eisen- 
provided an_ interesting note.| hower?, etc. 
Jeanne Charlebois with her imita-| Most of it was interesting and 
tions of various instruments and | down-to-earth. But, as can be ex- 
impression of a small girl and de-/| pected. the editors tend to portray 
livery of a French yodel made the/| their sheets as models of objective | 
mark. *She’s doubling from the| journalism. More ,of the critical | 
hese ‘“™ : MF rena Sens ee “oe eee | 
rom the New Yorker Hotel's ice | s adio stanza of a few years | 
show, impressed with his juggling | back had, would help balance Pe 





ona slack wire. diet. Bri 


Sullivan interviewed Bobby 
Shantz, the diminutive Athletics’ 
pitcher. Gabfest was nicely con- 
ducted. Jose, 





Producer Warren Wade stepped 
iinto the breach last week (23-09) 
itaking the lead role in “Jenny 
bo! ad we ae Y.) 

: . “Broadway Theatre.” ade took 

are . . 4 

the TW toad ‘compasy: of Oscar |over for Melville Cooper, who be- 
Levant on the video version of “In- | C@™e ill during rehearsal. Judg- | 


formation Please.” Like Levant he |i"8 from the enthusiasm with 
is constantly making character | which Wade, a former actor, threw | 


| Producer: Everett Rosenthal 


| BORDEN’S 
|NBC-TV, from New York 


DINAH SHORE 
= Notables, Victer Schoen 


ore 
Producer-writer-director: Alan 
Handley 
15 Mins.; Tues.-Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
CHEVROLET. 
KNBH-NBC, Hollywood 
(Campbell-Ewald ) 


ROBERT MONTGOMERY SHOW 

(Unclouded Summer) 

With Signe Hasso, Richard Kiley, 
Isebel Elsom, Bramwell Fietch- 
er, Adrienne Corri, Leni Sten- 
gel, Charles Andre, Christiane 
Felsmann 

Producer: Montgomery 





Few singers have captured the) 
intimacy of television with the! 
aplomb of Dinah Shore. She steps | 
up to the cameras, moves in close! 
and pours out her golden tones | 
with relaxed and friendly flourish. | 

Her wide range of repertoire 
makes all the more effective her 
musical vignettes. She opened 
with the jumpy “Am I in Love” 
and segued smoothly into “You Be- 
long to Me,” slow, sweet and 
velvety. After the Notables, a 
quintet of harmonizers, took off in 
“Tunnel of Love,” she closed the 
chapter with a lively rendition of 
“All of Me,’ Her themers, “So 
Long For Now” and “See the USA 
in a Chevrolet” are richly melodic. 

If Miss Shore bypasses stylizing | 
it’s because she doesn't need it. | 
Her native gift of vocal talent has 
carried her through the years and 
should stand her in good stead for 
many more. The showmanly 
touches, subtly applied, have been 
invaluable aids to her long span | 
of success. 

Miss Shore knows full well that 
standing out front and just singing | 
won't stand up for a full season so | 
she and her  producer-director, 
Alan Handley, have mounted her 
turn with productive skill. Super} 
of a waterfall and ornate trappings | 
spot the singer in settings that | 
spell class to match her exquisite | 
gowns. Vic Schoen’s musical ac-| 
comp is of high order as are the | 
arrangements of Ticker Freeman. | 

Dignity and impact distinguish | 
Art Baker’s salesmanship. There’s | 
no finah than Dinah on the sing- | 
song circuit and Chevy is riding 
with a winner. Helm. 


TREASURY MEN IN ACTION 

With Walter Greaza, Henry Jones, 
Adelaid Bean, Robert Donley, 
Rusty Slocum 


Director: Arthur Rosenblum 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 


Director: Herbert B. Swope, Jr. 
60 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m. 
JOHNSON’S WAX 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
(Needham, Louis & Brorby) 
Robert Montgomery got off to a 
sluggish start on the new season 
of his hour-long dramatic series 
Monday night (1) via NBC-TV. 
Show, an adaptation by Denis 
Green of Alec Waugh’s “Uncloud- 


ed Summer,” had the usual lush 
Montgomery production mount- 


ings but the yarn itself was peo-| 


pled with uninteresting characters 


giving out with trite dialog. Cast, | 
|tepped by Signe Hasso and Rich- 
lard Kiley, was a good one but they | 


couldn’t pull Waugh’s “Summer” 
out of its summer doldrums. 


Besides the fact that the show | 


generally was cliched and slow- 
moving, Montgomery's production 


and the direction by Herb Swope, | 


Jr., did nothing to ease the way. 
Probably because of the numerous 
sets involved, forcing the actors 


to race from one to another, the | 


show bridged each scene change 


with a blank screen, which at! 


times seemed interminably long. 
In addition, there were several dis- 
concerting camera fiuffs, which 
proved confusing. 

Story was one of those dull af- 
fairs which Hollyowod abandoned 
years ago, about the young and 
frisky wife of a staid British diplo- 
mat, who made a hobby of collect- 
ing young lovers to perk up her 
ego. Such stuff just doesn’t bear 


interest in this day and age. Signe | 


Hasso, as the wife, over-emoted, 
looking at times as though she 
had just received her dramatic 
school diploma. Kiley was much 
better as the poor young artist 
who finally gave her her comeup- 
pance. Bramwell Fletcher, as the 
diplomat, proved he’s a competent 
actor but his role was too incred- 
ible. Adrienne Corri topped an 
okay supporting cast with an ap- 
pealing characterization as Fletch- 





(Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield) 
“Treasury Men In _ Action,” 
which is a live show, had to use 
a standby film version on _ its} 


er’s young daughter. 


Under the alternate-week spon- | 


|sorship setup on this series, John- 
son’s Wax had the honors on the 


preem Thursday (28), due to the|jnitialer, presenting some sales- 


fact that the principal in the case | 
originally scheduled is appealing 
his conviction. At the last minute 
he threatened litigation if the 


break for the series, since the han- 


worthy blurbs. Lucky Strike »iecks 
up next week. Stal. 


‘| script was aired. It wasn’t a good| ART LINKLETTER’S HOUSE 


| PARTY 


dling of the film medium was not | With Linkletter, Muzzy Marcellino 


up to the standard the B. J. Prock- 


|ter production had shown last sea- 


The yarn had appeal. It was the 
story of a lonely woman who 


Trio, guests 
| Producer: John Guedel 


| son. | Director: Marty Hill 


'30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 2:45 p.m. 


Participating 


and, it must be conceded, to good | himself into the part, he had been | watched a lonely neighbor for a|CBS-TV, from Hollywood 


results. Totally uninhibited, it re-|!0ng waiting for the chance to 
lieves some of the show's stuffiness |thesp _ again (when the _ series 
which, in a large measure, is given | Started last spring. he made inter- 
considerable warmth by John/ Mission curtain talks). 
Kieran, a regular. Cornelia Otis! He acquitted himself fairly well 
Skinner, another returner, is ajas Father Moynihan. a strict priest 
solid panelist and, like Ratoff, in- who tries to reform the orphan 
variably surefire on the IQ. John|Jenny only to learn that she has 
K. M. McCaffrey was guest quiz-|a mind of her own and that he will 
master vice the absentee Clifton|be a lot happier and more effec- 
Fadiman. Show is trying to appre-|tive if he takes a more tolerant, 
ciate its values to conform with | warm attitude to the people around 
the new medium but still requires|him. The petulant characteriza- | 
more visible gimmicks. On the'tion of the Father in the early 
foxtrot, boogie and beguine varia-|scenes seemed to have particular 
tions of the classics, one wondered | appeal for Wade, and he sharply 
why some actual, current Hit Par-|scolded his maid, girls who wore 
ade pop song material wasn’t per- | lipstick, people who called asking 
formed, as culled from the classics |the schedule of Masses, ete. And, 
(there’s a whole wave of it) instead | for contrast, he was all sweetness 
of the contrived tempos. For one |in the final scenes after his refor- 
thing ‘t would have made for more | mation. He was hesitant with some 
authenticity. Abel. | lines (possibly because he had only 
two days of rehearsal), but the 
| blustering act covered the slips. 


_ “Jenny,” an-unsuccessful roman- 
tic comedy on Broadway in °1948- 


| 


| 





“All Star Summer Revue” has 
kept the NBC-TV 8 to 9 p.m. Sat- 


year and finally guessed that he| 
was a counterfeiter. After she} 
told him she knew his secret, love 
bloomed while they passed the bo- 
gus bills. When they got enough 
to feather a little nest in the mid- 
west, he put aside his homemade 
plates and press. Unfortunately, 
however, there was a leaky faucet 
and in order to buy a new bathtub 
they made “just one more batch.” 
passing the phoney money direct- | 
ly to the T man who was working 
in the general store. 

Stanza strived for a light touch, 
but for the most part it didn’t come 
over. It was marred also by the 
slow, deliberate manner of speak- 
ing of the counterfeiters, played | 
by Henry Jones and Adelaid Bean, 
their speech mannerisms presum- | 





! 
} 


Art Linkletter, after seven years 
of “House Party” on radio, is now 
dangling his interviews and give- 
aways before the television audi- 
ence. It’s basically the format of 
the radio show— interviews and in- 
expensive giveaways. (Taped ver- 
sions of TV show is heard half- 
hour later on radio.) 


Interviewees range in age from 


| three to 83, and the prizes range 
,in value from a string of hot dogs 


to a string of dollar bills. Show is 
gimmicked up with a search for 
the woman with the longest hair 
(won by a miss with five foot tress- 
es) and a hausfrau looking for her 
missing actress daughter. 

To keep the show from being all 
talk, Muzzy Marcellinos’ Trio 


YOUR HIT PARADE 

With Dorathy Collins, Snooky 
Lanson, June Valli, Raymond 
Seett erch, Hit Paraders and 
Dancers; Andre Baruch, an- 
nouncer 

Producers: Dan Leunsbery, Ted 


Director: Clark Jones 
Writer: William Nichols 
30 Mins., Sat., 10:30 p.m. 
LUCKY STRIKE 
NBC-TV, from New York 


(BBD&O) 

In its first time out for the '52- 
’53 season, which is _ officially 
launched this week, “Your Hit Pa- 
rade” immediately reestablished it- 
self as one of television's classiest 
productions. This is the third sea- 


son for the sight-and-sound edition 
of one of broadcasting’s longrun- 
ning musical fiestas. Judging from 
Saturday night’s premiere, it’s a 
cinch to repeat as one of video's 
unqualified hits as the 30-minute 
afterpiece to the Sid Caesar-Imo- 
| gene Coca “Show of Shows.” 

“Hit Parade” bespeaks its ap- 
proximate $40,000 weekly investi- 
ture. It has depth, dimension and 
taste and is imaginatively con- 
ceived and executed. It is a swift- 
paced musical melange that sel- 
dom stops for breath, telescoping 
handsome visualizations of the 
| week's seven top tunes (with the 
| inevitable .“extras”) inte 30 min- 
utes of slick production values. It 
| seldom lacks for stunning camera 
effects and innovations, as witness 
ithe rear screen film projection 
! stunt as background for Dorothy 
|Collins’ “Wish You Were Here” 
| number; or again the free camera 
iplay in roaming the avenue out- 
|side the Center Theatre, N.Y., for 
the opening “Strike Up the Band” 
t(as an extra) as the cast assembled 
| for the new season. 
| This season finds a newcomer to 
|“Parade's” performer ranks—June 
| Valli, a brunet beaut currently on 
the RCA Victor disk ascendancy. 
In rounding out the show's trium- 
|virate of soloists, along with 
|Snooky Lanson and Miss Collins, 
|she’s a distinct visual and vocal 
lasset. She achieved a finesse in 
lher “Half As Much” and “Some- 
where Along the Way" vocaliza- 
|tions that were on a par with the 
|seasoned Collins-Lanson contribs. 

For the commercials, they're 
still tearing apart the seams of 
| Luckies for the tight-packed vs. 
jempty air space gab. The opening 
| dancing cig sequence is a lot more 
| refreshing. Rose. 





BIG STORY 
With Leo Penn, Joe DiReda, Terry 

Becker, Madeleine Sherwood, 

others: Bob Sloane, narrator; 

Wladimir Selinsky, music 
| Producer: Bernard J. Prockter 
| Director: Dick Schneider 
| Writer: Alvin Boretz 
30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

PALL MALL 
| NBC-TV, from N. Y. 
(SSC&B) 

Video version of Bernard J. 
| Prockter’s “Big Story” kicked off 
jits fourth season on NBC-TV Fri- 
|day night (29) with an interesting 
|yarn of how Emile Gauvreau, of 
ithe new Haven Journal-Courier, 
| helped solve a murder in his Ham- 
den (Cann.) hometown. Neatly 
| scripted and enacted, the story had 
several added touches which made 
| it gripping viewing all the way. On 
ithe basis of the new season's ini- 
\tialer, “Big Story” should repeat 
ithis year the success it’s had in 
| previous seasons on TV. 

Suspenseful script told of Gauv- 
reau’s being sent back to his home- 


ably supposed to show their foreign | opened the second quarter hour of | town by his editor to get a story 
backgrounds. While not effective | the 30-minute show with an ex-|on the murder of a local business- 
overall, the couple did get a sense | cellent “You May Not Be An An-| man. Through a series of circum- 


people in love. Robert Donley reg- | 


‘of warmth from the lonely little | £el-’ 


Linkletter is adept in handling 


| stances, he discovered the crime 
must have been committed by 


istered naturally as the Treasury (the studio audience in front of the either one of his two boyhood 





urday oven fairly warm for the 
parent show which reopens the 
regular skeds this week (6) when 
Dennis Day comes front and cen- 
tre. The final hot weather outing 


(30) had a bit of everything in the | 


tri-sponsored setup (Kellogg's, Pet 
Milk, U.S. Army Reserve). 

Official toppers were Jean Car- 
roll and Bert Wheeler, filling the 
comedy slots in two divergent 


veins. The song department was | 


loaded with Sidney Armus and 
Jack Cassidy of the Broadway mu- 
sical “Wish You Were Here,” Jean 
Darling, Robert Barry, and Pfc. 
Vic Damone. Damone was cyno- 
sured at windup in but one item, 
his followup “God Bless America” 
being but an abbreviated lead-in 
to the interview of 11 Medal of 
Honor winners from the Korean 
fronts who served to point up the 
need for enlistments, blood donor- 
ship, etc. 

Latching on to show's back-to 
co:lege theme, Miss Carroll bowed 
in with rah-rah patter blending 
with dance patterns of Hoctor & 
Byrd group. Wheeler got into the 
school act off and on, partnered by 
Milt Frome in a couple of good 


49, is a telegraphed but pleasant |28¢nt and Walter Greaza was be- | Cameras, and his affability keeps|chums. one a frustrated and de- 


‘vehicle with a religious setting and | lievable as the secret sehen jay 
|made acceptable fare. Competent | aaa 
cast included Christine White, who | 





| the q&a sessions from seeming 
\ (Continued on page 34) 











did nicely as Jenny, and Ben Coop- | 


er, John O'Hare, Eva Condon, | Adl * TV 
Janet Degore and June Connolly. | 
Bril. al as 





NEWS IN REVIEW 
With Jerry Coyle, June Youman, 

Howard Reig | 
15 Mins.; Sun., 10:30 p.m. 

WRGB, Schenectady 
(Goldman, Walter & Kanna) 

Jerry Cowle reads five minutes 
of live news to supplement film- 
and-voice stuff on this small- 
budgeted program. June Youman 
and Howard Reig presented two 
advertising sketches — in costume 
— when block was last viewed. 
The phoiogenic Coyle started off 
smoothly. but 90 ‘seconds before 
closing, he began looking off cam- 
era, apparently for signals. Canned 
shots are so-so. 

Attractive, intelligent Miss You- 
man slightly overpushes sweetness 
and persuasiveness. Reig holds up 
his end adequately. Jaco. 


eral Party nomination, etc.), has 


ning gags, have made Stevenson 
ality, so much so that one exec 
the election in November, he can 


situations. His speech is soft, 


he shifted gears into the more 


attitude and handling. 


Matinee Idol 


Gov. Adlai Stevenson's appearances ih the N. Y. area last week for 
the first time as Democratic presidential candidate (on WOR-TV 
for the New Jersey Demo get-together; on WJZ-TV for the Lib- 


keyed a lot of unusual interest— 


from a show biz angle as well as political. Candidate’s ease and 
poise before the lens; the quick, 
him a “TV matinee idol” for the femmes; the sharp wit and run- 


ready smile that’s already made 


loom as a definite video pefson- 
remarked last week: “If he loses 
get a job anyday on TV as emcee 


or commentator.” Nominee seems to have a fund of stories to 
suit different occasions, and with a trigger wit to adjust to all 


conversational, but rising in in- 


flection and authority to make a punch line zing. He also knows 
when to drop the rough-and-ready stuff and get serious, as evi 
denced at Thursday’s (28) Liberty Party rally, when just as some 
viewers thought he was overdoing the “political Bob Hope” routine, 


serious discussion of world prob- 


lems and the need for action. Viewers, too, have noticed how the 
Governor adjusts himself to different groups. in type of speech, 


Bron. 


mented playwright and the other 
a more stable salesman. In a sur- 
prise ending, he nailed down the 
killer as the playwright who was 
seeking to achieve the fame al- 
ways denied him in his town. 


Cast worked exceedingly well un- 
der the surefire direction of Dick 
Schneider, with Leo Penn turning 
in a fine bit of under-playing as 
the reporter. Joe DiReda was be- 
lievable in the more difficult role 
of the mad playwright, and Terry 
Becker scored as the third friend. 
Madeleine Sherwood likewise reg- 
istered as the greedy femme who 
spurred the playwright to his 
‘crime. Supporting cast was good. 

Show had top-drawer production 
mountings, including some film 
clips lensed on the actual locales, 
‘which were integrated strictly on 
|cue into the story. Bob Sloane, as 
narrator, did his usual fine job and 
Wiadimir Selinsky turned in a 
workmanlike stint batonning the 
musical backing Plugs for Pall 
Mall overemphasized the ciggie’s 
king-sized length; the routine be 
came tiresome by the final spot. 

i tal. 
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Television Chatter | 





New York 


Frank King, KECA-TV (L. A.) 
sales manager, and Elton Rule, as- 
sistant sales manager in town for 
a couple of weeks calling on 
clients ... Johnson & Johnson has 
bought a 13-week spot campaign 
on WJZ-TV ... Walter Abel has 
finished a film short for the Assn. 
for Help of Retarded Children; it 
will be offered to tele stations... 
Vanessa Brown appeared on ABC- 
TV’s “Hollywood Screen Test” last 
week despite a 102-degree fever. 


Roy J. Battersby, former NBC- 


TV press department staffer, named | 


publicity chief of Hill & Knowlton, 
public relations firm. He’s been 
with latter company since 1949. 
Edward J. Doherty will be his as- 
sistant Reggie Rose, formerly 
with the Warner Bros. homeoffice 
publicity department, has adapted 
Owen Cameron’s “The Mountains 
Have No Shadow” for CBS’ “Stu- 
dio One”. ..Don Bishop, newly- 
named TV publicity manager for 
NBC press, engaged to’ Robbie, 
hosiery fashion coordinator for 
Burlington Mills, with wedding set 
for Dec. 6...Norman S. Ginsburg, 
formerly stations promotion chief 
for DuMont, upped to®the post of 
advertising-program promotion 
manager...Geoffrey Lumb set for 
the lead in “Mr. Barry’s Etchings” 
on NBC’s “Kraft TV Theatre” to- 
night (Wed.)...Stephen F. Keegan 
resigned from Allied Video to join 


ion KECA-TV Sept. 13, Jack Doug- 


|John Reynolds returns to desk 


Palladium Radio Production as 
sales chief for the “Planet Man” 
transcribed series...Getschal & 
Co. agency handles both the Sealy 
and Michael Bros. accounts on Du- 
Mont’s Barry Gray show...Art 
Henley now producing the Mark 
Goodson-Bill Todman package, 
“Winner Take All.” 


Hollywood 
New grid series, “Call the Coach,” 
with UCLA mentor Red Sanders, 
and USC coach Jess Hill, preems 


las Production being bankrolled 
by Nic-L-Silver Batteries. ..Sen. 
John D. Sparkman, Democratic 
vice-presidential, nominee, made 
his L.A. videbut on “First-Time 
Voters” on KNBH.. Harris & 
Frank is picking up the tab on 
“Family Playhouse,” first re-runs 
of “Firseside Theatre,” on KLAC- 
TV...Charles Bulotti, director of 


production at KTTV, returned 
from a scouting talent trek to 
frisco...KHJ-TV sales manager 


Sept. 8from vacation. ..Acme Beer 
is angeling “The Islander” half- 
hour on KTLA...“Your Reserved 
Table,” with Del Moore emceeing 
hour-long variety show, teed off 
on KTTV, Retailers and Manufac- 
turers TV Assn. sponsoring...M. 
Cc. S. Corp, Ree-Seal, is going to 
bankroll “Life With Elizabeth,” on 
KLAC-TV...KTTV sales manager 








D. W. Whiting left on a business 
junket to Frisco... IATSE and 
KTTV inked a pact whereby union 
reps production and facilities work- 
ers at the channel...Half-hour 
audience participation comedy- 
quizzer tagged ‘“‘Moola U.” has been 
packaged by Harry Spears, and 
debuts on KNBH in mid-Septem- 
ber, with Roswell Rogers and Joel 
Malone co-starring as emcees... 
...Bob Kelley will announce 
filmed L.A. Rams football games 
that will be televised by KNBH 
every Saturday following date of 
the game. 


San Francisco 
Del Courtney and his dance 
band to preem “Search for Songs” 











(14), on KGO-TV .. . Ruth Newhall 
subbing for vacationing Marjorie | 
Trumbull on KRON’s “Exclusively | 
Yours” .. . Rusty Draper to quit | 
local TV at year’s end and tour the 
niteries. First stop: Copa City... 
Bonnie Kever bought a catamaran, 
first sailing craft of its kind in the 
Bay area. And trucked it to the 
studio to show her viewers... 
Vernon Alley’s jazz group launch- 
ing a new musicale on KPIX ... 
KGO-TV will bring in seven pro 
football games, via microwave ... 
Granville Esch named KRON stu- 
dio supervisor, succeeding Hal 
Simpson ... . Straw Hat Players of 
Lafayette will debut on TV for the 
Saénts and Sinners Milk Fund Re- 
vue... Chef Cardini, the roly poly 
teevee cook, took over the La 
Seala restaurant ... “Treasure 
Tune Clock” bounced from KRON 
to KGO-TV ... William C. Demp- 
sey made KPIX educational direc- 
tor, succeeding Hugh Smith. Lat- 
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Never put a ceiling on what 
WLW-TELEVISION 
can do for YOU... 


WLW is radio's most famous merchandising 
and promotion organization. 















































Expanded! 





for youl 


. Display service, 


. Cab covers. 


Now, to WLW-Television, comes this same 
know-how ... experience... vigor . . . But: 


It’s the WLW-Television Client Service Department ... with 
20... yes, 20 complete and distinct services ... all at work 


The WLW-Television-Albers Shopper Stopper Plan. 


Retail Trade mailings. 

ee broker, wholesale trade mailings. 
ewspaper advertisements. . 

. Specialty publicity releases. 

. On-the-air promotions. 


. Window displays, grocery, drug outlets. 


major grocery, drug outlets, 


ter to Seattle to manage KXA... 
KPIX dropped 11 men, but still 
has the fattest staff in town. 


Chicago 


Jim Moran, top Hudson dealer, 
has renewed his “Courtesy Hour” 
on WENR-TV for the third year. 
Leo Salkin, talent booker for the 
weekly hour-long variety show, has 
pulled-dut of the Essanjay Film Co. 
to devote fulltime to his TV and 
theatrical agency...Jim Green has 
ankled the Herbert S. Kaufman 
TV package firm to join the Chris-| 
tenson ad agency...Joseph Kauf- | 
man, producer of “Sudden Fear,” | 
Joan Crawford-starrer, in town to/| 
spend $10,000 on TV blurbs for | 
the pix. All four. Chi stations will 
be used ..Daniel MacMaster, di- | 
rector of the Museum of Science | 
and Industry, has taken over .as 
quizmaster on “Family Battle,” | 
featuring the Klose clan on WENR- | 
TV. John Weigel has been emcee- | 
ing the weekly show. . .Roscoe 
Karns, headliner of DuMont’s 
“Rocky King,” feted by the WGN- 
TV brass during a brief stopover | 





working the commereials for Ar- 


Hyde to TV Mfrs: 
‘How About Those 
UHF Receivers?’ 


Long Beach, Calif., Sept. 2. 

Now that UHF has become an 
integral part of the TV picture it’s 
time that the manufacturing in- 
dustry designed its new receivers 
to pick up the ultra high as well 
as the existing VHF stations, FCC 
Comr. Rosel Hyde declared in an 
address here last Friday (29) be- 
fore the Institute of Radio Engi- 
neers. 

Pointing out that 40% of the 
applications before the Commission 


are for UHF channels and that 29 
of the 40 new stations authorized 
since the lifting of the freeze will 


here last week...George rae 


mour on Clint Youle’s weather |Hivde declared: si so ute coope a 
Coon yo ig Standard Oil neg | that every purchaser of a new TV 
Indiana to gab the ABC-TV tele-| Set is entitled to a set providing 
casts of the Chi Bears a Stee he oak a other ea set 
football games teeing o Ct. .. | Which is not designed for UHF re- 
Kling Studios lensing a package of | ception does not offer complete 


60 and 20 second spots for the W. | 
A. Sheaffer Pen Co. to be used on | 
NBC-TV’s “Show of Shows.” Ran-| 
dy Kent does the spieling... Bill 
Bailey, WNBQ’s “Cactus Jim” | 
came in as runnerup to Perry| 
Como at the PGA National Caddy | 
Celebrity golf tourney last week at | 
Columbus...Henry Sghaefer_has| 
been transferred from the WENR- | 
TV sales force to the Chi ABC} 
sales service department ..Dave| 
Brown is producing and Marv} 
David is scripting WNBQ’s “Coffee | 
and ’” morning musical strip | 
which bowed Monday (1) with | 
Hugh Downs hosting, Kay Coulter | 
chirping and the Art Van Damme | 
quintet making with the music... | 
Daily News columnist Tony Weitz- | 
el launches a 15-minute gabfest on | 
WNBQ Sunday. (7) at 11 p.m.... | 
Paul Podgus and Hoyt Allen of the | 
Benton & Bowles tele department | 
setting up the Prell and Ivory iden- 
tities on the upcoming video ver- 
sion of Tommy Bartlett’s “Wel-| 
come Travelers” which starts Mon- 
day (8) on NBC-TV. 





London 


Jack Hulbert stars in “Taking 
Things Quietly,” a new comedy by | 
Ronald Wilkinson on Tuesday (9). 
Also in the cast are Betty Huntley- | 
Wright and Helene Cordet. Julian | 
Aymes will produce ... “Prima | 
Donna,” one act opera by Arthur 
Benjamin to have its first TV air- | 
ing on Sunday (7). Douglas Craig, | 
George James, Sylvia Robin and 
Julia Shelley play the principals | 
... “The Island of Birds,” docu- | 
mentary made by the State Film 
Co. of Poland to be telecast on 
Monday (8) . . . Selection of Lau- 
rence Houseman’s works on Queen 
Victoria, adapted by Desmond 
Davis and dramatized in serial 


service.” 

The engineers have not fully met 
the challenge of UHF, Hyde said. 
Higher transmitter power is need- 
ed as well as lower cost equipment 
to enable TV stations to operate in 
the smaller communities. Sixty per 
cent of the 1,430 localities assigned 
channels in the TV_ allocation 
plan, he noted, have a population 
of 25,000 or less. And 60 applica- 
tions have already been filed, he 
added, for towns of less than 30,000 
people. 

Calling TV “an engineering mar- 
vel,” Comr. Hyde said the me- 
dium’s impact on our system of 
government “is just beginning to 
be realized.” He predicted that 
without doubt TV will be “one of 
the most important faciors in the 
political campaigns and elections 
this year.” 

Probably at no other time in 
the history of the nation, Hyde as- 


| serted, have the citizenry been so 
| “intimately acquainted” with the 


issues and personalities of a pri- 
mary campaign. Even litile chil- 
dren, he said, know more about 
the democrati¢ processes in choos- 
ing a President today than high 
schoo] and college students learned 
from their courses in the “B.T.” 
(before television) age. 


Pointing out that the television 
camera brings out insincerity as 
well as forthrightness, Comr. Hyde 
said he does not agree with some 
prognosticators that the medium 
will cause the disappearance of 
the short, stout or bald candidate. 
“Neither is it going to mean auto- 
matic success for the fashion plate, 
the unctuous, and the fortunately 
hirsute. But it may well mean the 
success and 


Seeravaen~ 


. Sales meetings for dealer, jobber, distributor sales 
men. 

. Car cards. 

. Newsstand posters. 

. Newstruck posters. 

. All-inclusive promotion campaigns, 

. Tie-in with national promotions. 

. Client follow-up reports. 

. Client television market research department. 
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. Exploitation campaigns. 
. Promotion consultation service, 
. Client Rating service. 


The Client Service Department is your creative assault unit 
in the WLW-Television coverage area 
product everything .. . from holding dealer meetings to jet- 
rocketing your sales charts with point-of-purchase action! 


Plussing your advertising dollor...mony fold! 
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DAYTON COLUMBUS 
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form begins next Saturday (13). 
Cast includes Lily Kann and Henry 
Oscar ... Valerie Hobson to be 
guest star in “Leisure and Pleas- 
ure” on Tuesday (9)... S. E. Reyn- 
olds handles production . . . New 
thriller by Alwyne Watsley to be 
produced on Sunday (7) by Dennis 
Vance . Excerpt from Peter 
Cheyney’s “Meet Mr. Callaghan” 





difference between 
failure for the pleasant and honest 
personality, as contrasted with the 
unpleasant and the furtive.” 


IRE convention, West Coast 
branch, was held in conjunction 
with the Western Electronics Show 
staged by the West Coast Elec- 
tronic Manufacturers Assn. 











currently running at the Garrick | 





to be telecast on Mon. (8) to cele- | 
brate 100th performance of play. | 
Cast features Terence de Marney, | 
Harriette Johns and Jack Allen. | 


CBS-TV Daytim 


Continued from page 20 




















cast the Godfrey show because he 
originates for radio from his farm, | 
the web will fill tentatively from 10 | 
to 11 with feature film. | 

“One in Every Family” goes at. 
11, with the current schedule then | 
picking up, including “Strike It | 
Rich” at 11:30, “Bride and Groom” | 
at 12, “Love of Life” at 12:15 and | 
“Search for Tomorrow’ at 12:30. | 
Following the 45-minute local pe- | 
riod, the network returns at 1:30) 
with the Garry Moore show, and | 
“Time for Americans” at 2. “Guid-| 
ing Light” is in at 2:30, Art Link- | 
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letter’s “Houseparty” from 2:45 to 
3:15 and “Wheel of Fortune” from 
3:15 to 3:45. Then CBS will shut | 
down its daytime operation each 
day with the “Mike (Wallace) and 
Buff (Cobb)” shows from 3:45 to 4. 





Portland, Ore.—John Emmel 
has been named musical director | 
- Westinghouse radio station KEX | 








ere. | 


| CORAL RECORDS Dir.: MCA 
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Fileen BARTON 


Guesting Sept. 5 


HIT PARADE 
NBC RADIO 


AMERICAN MUSIC HALL 
EVERY SUNDAY, ABC, RADIO 








HARPO MARX 


NBC-TV 


RCA-VICTOR 
Mgt.: GUMMO MARX 
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Surveys Hail TV 


Role in Medicine 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 

Favorable reaction from the pub- 
lic and enthusiastic acceptance by 
a high percentage of doctors were 
reported in surveys made to deter- 
mine reception of medical educa- 
tional programs. 

Surveys were based on two net- 
work telecasts made from the an- 
nual meeting of the American 
Medical Assn., in Chicago, in June. 
when for the first time lay viewers 
as well as medical men were shown 
scientific exhibits at the AMA 
meeting. First night’s program also 
included part of a surgical opera- 
tion direct from the operating | 
room of Chicago’s Wesley Memo- 
rial Hospital. 

Program was sponsored by 
Smith, Kline & French Pharmaceu- 
tical Laboratories, of this city, 
which also conducted its own sur- 
vey to learn whether such shows | 


were acceptable to both doctors 
and public. SKF in a telephone poll 
called 142 medics the next morn- 
ing. Thirty-one had seen segment, 
with only one adverse comment. | 
SKF reps asked doctors in per- 
son about program and of 121 who 
viewed shows, 116 (or 96%) con- 
sidered programs worthwhile. 

In a third survey SKF and the 
AMA sent out 8,574 questionnaires, | 
with 1,373 replies. Of this number 


| audiences, 
|chandizing plan 
| dealer cooperation and to win new 


WOV’s Merchandising 


Techniques Expanded 
To N. Y. Negro Market 


, N. ¥. indie which has spe- 
datas’ in fereign language 
gramming, 
its merchandising book in the Italo- 
American field and applying it to 


| the Negro-slanted block it added 


last year. 

First English-language program 
on WOV to get the merchandising 
assist is*° Max Cole’s “Wake Up 
New York” cross-the-board morn- 
ing show, which recently added 
Cecilia Violenes, indie’s nighttime 
femme deejay. 
Lucky Lady,” and photographs of 
her are posted in drug stores in 
Harlem and other predominantly 
Negro communities. About three 
weeks after the posters go up, Miss 


Violenes makes a surprise visit to 
| the store, and the first customer in | 
each store to identify her collects | 


a prize package. About 524 indie 
grocers are cooperating in the pro- 
motion, including the 133 Associ- 
ated Grocers: of Harlem. 

WOV general manager Ralph N 
Weil said, “In foreign language 
broadcasting your audience auto- 


matically consists of people with | 


a knowledge of the particular lan- 
guage. 
groups, 


however, specialization 


means reaching people with speci-| 
fic tastes in music and commen-| 
| tary. WOV is not trying to sub-| 
stitute one group of listeners for | 


another, but to supplement present 
The aim of this mer- 
is to strengthen 


listeners for the ‘Wake Up’ 





pro- | 
is taking a leaf from} 


She’s tagged “The | 


Among’ English-speaking | 


ABC HIRES SPECIALIST 
ON LABOR RELATIONS 


ABC, for the first time in its his- 
tory, has hired a labor relations 
specialist. He is Dr. Benjamin 
Werne, who teaches at the Wall St 
division of New York University 











field. 


Werne will handle the network’s | the video field as well. 
Web, in-| bination of video selling with mer- 


has dealings with 74|Chandising aids is expected to give 


relations with all unions. 


cidentally, 
different labor groups. The new 
legal eagle will also cover labor 





and is prominent in the labor law | dising department, which has been 
li 


NBC Expands Merchandising Hoopla‘ ” 


To Embrace TV; Flock of Services 


NBC is translating its merchan- 
n operation for six months, into! 
The com- 


other national media, such as mag- 
azines, stiff competition, accord- 


relations for all the web’s owned-| ing te merchandising director Fred 


and-operated outlets and its offices 
across the country. 
Up to now the 

unions has been 
chain’s legal department, with Jo- 
seph McDonald (who went over to 
NBC earlier this year) and Omar 
Elder, Jr., concentrating on the 
negotiations. 


bargaining with 





Detroit Educators 


Vote TV Channel 


Detroit, Sept. 2. 
The Detroit Board of Education 


devoted 
educational pro- 


for a television channel 
exclusively to 
grams. 

Fifteen educational institutions 
are to be combined in a non-profit 


Detroit Educational Television 
Foundation. The corporation, con- 
trolled by a 15-member board of 
trustees, will own and operate the 





jhas the means at 


handled by the} 


| 


N. Dodge, “because only a network 
hand to permit 
the building of a truly effective 
merchandising service.” 

Dodge pointed out last week that 
“no other medium could foot the 
bills” for setting up local opera- 
tions in all the key markets. “A 
network, and only a network, can 
| possibly provide these facilities be- 
cause it is represented in these 
markets by its affiliates,” Dodge 
lsaid. He noted that 
| NBC merchandising HQ in New 
|York there are 12 field reps co- 
ordinating the efforts of the af- 
filiates and doing leg -work them- 
selves. 


NBC merchandising staff report 


ed that at first the affiliates were 


has approved organization plans | 


wary of the project, feeling that it 
might cost them extra coin. How- 
ever, the department was given a 
budget of $500,000 by the web for 
the first year’s operations—a fig- 


jure likely to be upped next year— 


corporation to be known as the} 





and the outlets realize that it’s a 
service that will pay off in direct 
benefits to them. 

The -veb’s merchandising 
ect includes trade mailings, 


proj- 
distri- 


jing Memo, a 


under the | 


signed to remind customers where 
| they heard about the product. With 
| the entrance of the merchandising 
| department into TV, a new charac- 
ter has been added, “Mr. C. 
Teevee.” 

Other 


aids are the Merchandis- 
monthly publication 
which goes to all affiliates, and 
two Merchandigests—one for the 
food industry and one for the drug 
trades—which give local stations a 
trade digest at cost. Overwhelming 
majority of AM and TV affiliates 
of the chain are now involved in 
the merchandising setup. 


CBS Saturation Sales 
Plan Gets Ride Into 
Fall as Radio Come-On 


CBS Radio’s summer saturation 
sales plan, under which a sponsor 
gets representation on several top 
evening shows each week, is being 
extended to the regular fall season 
for the first time this year. Ameri- 
can Chicle Co. has already bought 
in for the three shows which CBS 
has turned over for saturation 
booking, and the web is currently 
scouting two more bankrollers to 
round out its list 

CBS has selected the 8 to 8:30 
p.m. period on Wednesdays, Thurs- 
days and Fridays to handle its 


| pr ” j hi rj bution of point-of-sale material, saturation biz, which will preem 
53% had seen one or both the pro- — ste Ae ncelle tag ap eee et special gahiae for advertisers,| Oct. 1. On Wednesdays at 8, the 
grams; 94% found the programs The participating groups are:|personal contacts with retailers, web will air “FBI in Peace and 
interesting; 74% thought the pro- § . R Se M The Detroit Board of Education. | consultation on the preparation of War” and on Fridays, the show 
grams useful to the doctor; 62% tation eps t eet Wayne University Cranbrook|sales presentations, experienced | will be “Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost 
said their patients had commented National Assn. of Radio & TV)! Academy of Arts. Cranbrook Insti- | speakers for sales meetings, con- | Persons.” Thursday night slot is 
on the programs, and 93% favored | station Representatives will hold | tute of Science. Detroit Historical | ducting special surveys and spot still open but the web wants a 
the same kind of telecasts next | its quarterly meeting in N. Y. on! Museum, Detroit Institute of Arts, | checks, attitude surveys, local mar- comedy show in there and may go 
ome. Sept. 10. | Detroit Institute of Technology, | ket tests, on the air promotion and with “Meet Millie,” the Audrey 
The first program, which was; One of the items on the agenda | Detroit Public Library, Edison In- | Other miscellaneous services. Totter starrer which was evolved 
carried over 39 stations, showed! will be a change of name, with a| stitute, Marygrove College, Mercy, A great deal of material is be- Out of the CBS summer lineup in 
new methods of artificial respira-| switch to Station Representatives| College, University of Detroit, ing provided to advertisers using 1991. ay 
tion, an exhibit of the new anti-| Assn. likely. It’s felt that parochial schools of the Archdio-|NBC’s merchandising services at American Chicle also partici- 
TB drug, exhibits on cerebral| | NARTSR is too complex a tag and | cese of Detroit, public non-urban cost. These include posters, but- pated in the saturation plan this 
palsy and poliomyelitis, and views | |also that it tends to be confused | schools of.Wayne County, and pub-| tons, stickers, and other pieces| summer, along with Wrigley, 
of a stomach operation as a “sur-| with National Assn. of Radio & | lic schools systems in nearby com-| with “Mike, Your Happy Sales- Agency for the chicle firm is Sul- 
prise highlight.” ' Television Broadcasters. ' munities. ‘'man,” a cartoon personality de- livan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles. 









































WALT FRAMER 


Presents 


THE LUCKY 13 


and Promotion. . 


Thirteen NEW and LUCKY (for the sponsor) quiz and audience participation shows for TV. 
EACH of them the happy result of over 25 years of experience and actual performance. 
EACH of them daring enough to be NEW and not a feeble imitation of an existing show. 


EACH of them offered with the same famous four P’s—Packaging, Production, Publicity 


| EACH of them created by the same super showman who gave birth to two toppers 


“STRIKE IT RICH” and “THE BIG PAYOFF”’ 


EACH of them offered as 


TV’S TOP DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR BUYS 


xkwekK k 


123 WEST 44th STREET, NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 


WALT FRAMER PRODUCTIONS 


PLAZA 7-0800 
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| big game takes big gun 








Let’s not beat about the bush. There’s big game at stake in “Non-TV America”. 


Here is a 45-state tract of over 17,000,000 radio-only families, dwelling beyond 


reach of TV—more, in fact, than there are TV families in the rest of America. 


Here are some 60,000,000 people—as many, in fact, as there are in all 477 U.S. 


cities of over 25,000 population. 


Big game... worthy of the best gunning equipment available to advertisers today. 


y And the big gun needed for this big game has now been identified. 
‘ 


A 1,000,000-interview research into all of “Non-TV America” (by J. A. Ward, Inc. ; 
Feb.-Mar., ’52) reveals that Mutual is the name of the network regularly dialed by 41% 





of all the radio sets in these 45 states... compared to 22% for the next-best network. 


Over on the opposite page, the trophies won by all four networks are hung up— 
together with the gun-rack revelation of why Mister PLUS bags the best: 
Mutual serves ““Non-TV America” with 416 stations...more than all other networks 


combined. (MBS serves all America with 560 stations, don’t forget.) 








If you agree that a prime sales trophy would decorate your board-room nicely, 


) we invite you to sight along the gun barrel of the Mutual Network. 


-— 


sm ie MUTUAL network of 560 affiliates 


THE NUMBER ONE ROUTE TO NON-TV AMERICA...AND THE LOWEST-COST ROUTE TO ALL AMERICA 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


ABC flack Art Donegan off for two weeks in Vermont ; 
v.p. Ade Hult (who originally came from the widwest) is on a swing 
around the area showing the Mutual presentation to clients... .Mrs. 





Patt Barnes is joining the father-daughter team of “Patt Barnes and | 


Barbara” over WOR on Wednesdays Idella Grindley, former day 
program supervisor at Mutual, has joined the Kudner agency; she'll 
handle traffic on the Eisenhower-Nixon campaign 


of Broadcast Advertising Bureau Rudolph Halley, City Council 
prexy, is beaming results of his survey of East Harlem housing condi- 
tions over WLIB in three installments this week ABC’s “Politics on 
Trial,” moot court probes of current issues, preems Sept. 30 at 6:30 
p.m WHLI has begun construction of two new studios: a recording 
layout and an emergency booth at the indie’s transmitter... Sam 
Kaufman, NBC flack, has been given the assignment for the fourth 
consecutive year of writing the article on radio and television for the 
Collier’s Year Book Joseph E. O’Connell, ex-CBS, is a new face in 
the WOR sales service department....Mayor Vincent Impellitteri 
guests on the preem of “American Israeli Almanac” on WLIB tomor- 
row (Thurs.) at 5:15 p.m. 
Ethel Kirsner has resigned from CBS press Jane Christopher 
upped to merchandising manager of Galen Drake’s WCBS programs 
Joan Allen, WOR secretary, is featured in a spread in September 
issue of Cosmopolitan as typical working gal Anthony La Sala 
elected veepee and assistant to the general manager of Geyer, Newell 
& Ganger agency Both NBC and CBS have renewed their Towers 
of London transcribers, originally bought as summer replacements. 
NBC airs “Adventures of Scarlet Pimpernel” Sundays and CBS beams 
“Horatio Hornblower” on Friday nights Don Gillis, producer of the 
NBC Symphony programs, has a hit in London, via his “Symphony 
No. 54.” 
for Fun,” 


set to Gillis’ opus Herbert Selby and Daniel Potter have 


been upped to veepees at Benton & Bowles, and Kenneth Togerson, | 


formerly with Knox-Reeves, has joined the agency as a media super- 
visor. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. 


George Allen has finally decided that he served his time behind a 
desk as western radio program director fer CBS and wants to get out 
and create. So he’s taking a three-month leave to put a few ideas of 
his owm to work. Robert Sutton, program director at WCCO, Minne- 
apolis, comes west to fill the void. Allen is retaining his directorship of 
“The Whistler,” for eight years one of the Coast rating leaders.... 
Another shift at KNX moves up Maurie Webster as director of radio 
operations... NBC’s Tom McFadden around to check on spot biz.... 
“Corny” Jackson’s list of hopefuls as William Keighley’s successor on 
“Lux Radio Theatre” has been trimmed from 47 to 3 and if a certain 
aspirant gets the nod, eyebrows will go up there Postcards Don 
(Halls of Ivy) Quinn from Hawaii: “I’ve made such a pig of myself that 
they are roasting me for a luau” 
Colony, making the guest rounds 
let interviews on Lux Mario Lanza’s studio hassle is causing heavy 
skull pounding at D’Arcy agency. 
September and as long as he is under suspension at Metro, his tapes 
can't even be played. Summer series has been re-runs Earl Ziegler 
moved up as assistant to Les Raddatz in NBC press Sherwood 
Schwartz is finishing out Larry Marks’ term as western region veepee 
of Radio Writers Guild Marks will sojourn in Europe for three 
months. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Pat Rastall, manager of the ABC Chi sales service department for 
the past two years, shifted to the network AM sales crew. Ed Bishoff 
takes over the sales service post... Gale Blocki leaves his veepee 
berth at the John Blair station rep firm Sept. 15 after 16 years, to 
head up the Chi office of Broadcast Advertising Bureau which has been 
closed for the past several months....Ade Hult, Mutual sales veep, in 
town last week for a roadshow pitch on the web's latest data on radio 
listening in the TV-free sections of the country....Olian Advertising 


Co. has changed its name to Clian & Bronner, Inc., with Irwin A. | 


Olian continuing as prexy and Maurice H. Bronner as exec veepee. 
Jerry Joss, account exec, has been upped to v.p. status....The Chi 
Radio Management Club and TV Council has dispatched a memorial 
contribution to Boys Town, honoring the late Roy McLaughlin, past 
president of both organizations Keystone Broadcasting has named 


Your Top TV 
Sales opportunity 























Wilmington, Del. 


In the market which has highest 


income per family in the country 


Represented by 


ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES 


New York Los Angeles 


San Francisto Chicago 








Eschen & Roe as Coast sales reps. William Bayer, former Coast sales- 
man for the transcription web, has been elevated to veepee St eee 
Robert Hall Clothes has bought two 15-minute daily newscasts on 
WMAQ, plus 24 minute blurbs and 15 weekly station breaks.... 
“WBBM Was There,” weekly taped roundup of local activities pro- 
duced by Chuck Wiley, WBBM special events chief, has been moved 
to a new Sunday afternoon spot....William Yonon has shifted from 
ABC to NBC as sales service specialist, reporting to Arnold Johnson, 
manager of the Chi NBC AM sales service setup... .WENR-TV is going 





..MBS sales | 


Gale Blocki, vee- | 
pee of John Blair station rep, has resigned to manage the Chi office | 


London’s Festival Ballet preemed a new ballet, “Symphony | 





Felix King, maestro of London’s | 
Frances Scully handling the star- | 


His present contract runs out in | 


on a hillbilly kick with Jack Lester jockeying a two-hour disk session 
aired Monday nights....NBC engineering veepee O. B. Hanson comes 
in Sept. 12 to address the annual convention of the American Institute 
of Electrical Engineers. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 


Alan Torbet, former manager of KROW, Oakland, named - general 
manager of KSFO. Phil Lasky, former boss of both KSFO and KPIX, 
will concentrate on the TY outlet NARTB prexy Harold Fetlows 
in for district meeting at Mark Hopkins, Sept. 4 and 5 .Harry Barto- 
lomei named chief engineer of KROW, succeeding Paul Leake 
KNBC’s Jane Lee home after a four-month tour of Europe KGO's 
Jim Connelly. Vince Francis and C, L. McCarthy off to Hollywood for 
an ABC confab Bert Winn readying a two-hour, daily “Span the Bay 
with KYA” program featuring music and traffic information beamed 
from the Bay bridge Lonn Curley sky’d to Hawaii....Roy Grandey 
| back on the KGO staff, producing the new Les Malloy airer.... KSFO’s 
\Gary Garlund returned from a New York sales trip... .Jack Ryan, NBC’s 
Chicago press chief, quickied through enroute to Hollywood. 


| 


IN PITTSBURGH .. . 


Bernie Armstrong and his organ music set for quarter hour at 6:30 
every Wednesday evening for Dairymen’s Cooperative Sales Associa- 
tion, with Bill Nesbit doing the commercials.. 
staff, an army reservist, spending his vacation at Camp Meade, Md. 
Because Mitzie Steiner starts a new kiddie show on WDTV Oct. 5, her 
marriage to teevee director Jack Tolen, which had originally been set 
for that day, has been moved up a week....Local ballerinas Shirley 
Eckl and Virginia Conwell signed, respectively, for “Your Show of 
Shows” and “Hit Parade” programs again this season Dave Tyson, 
early morning deejay at WCAE, spending two weeks in Atlantic City, 
while his secretary, Mary Mandell, is soaking up some sun in Florida 
....CIO has launched a weekly 15-minute program on KQV Tuesday 
|nights at 10:15 called “Ivan, You Lie”’....Ralph Fallert doing ‘Moods 
and Melodies,” poetry reading to music, for five minutes every Tues- 
day and Thursday morning over WCAE for Wolfe Printing Co. 
Nelson Naples, former Cork and Bottle entertainer, now has a teevee 


| show in Miami and is also playing there at The Palms. 


[IN WASHINGTON ... 


WRC and WNBW, NBC’s radio and TV stations in capital, are con- 
solidating their offices and studios in enlarged quarters at Wardman 
Park Hotel beginning Oct. 1. Previously, WNBW-TV was quartered 
{at Wardman Park in uptown area, while radio activities were at Trans- 
| Lux Building in midtown....WRC-NBC realigning its early afternoon 
|schedule beginning this week in order to make way for a new full-hour 
| daily show featuring Bill Herson, station’s popular “Timekeeper,” with 
/a noon show of piano and organ music plus commentary on local com- 
|munity and sports activities. ...WWDC-Mutual tops town for out-of- 
the-home radio listening with one-fourth of the entire audience of this 
type, according to latest Pulse. This includes radio in automobiles, 
offices and recreation spots, but excludes WWDC-FM broadcasts in 
town’s street cars and buses CBS vacationers includes net v.p. 
Earl Gammons, in Quebec for a month’s rest; director of news and 
| public affairs for radio Ted Koop, off on a cruise of Halifax, Quebec 
and Bermuda; and Anita Chester Lyons, of web’s public affairs de- 
| partment, who is off on a delayed honeymoon which was postponed 
| because of the political conventions Ruth Crane, WMAD-ABC femme 
| radio-TV personality preeming a new weekly TV show, “Play Bridge 
With the Experts,” with bridge expert Alvin L. Roth answering ques- 
tions and solving knotty bridge problems....Mark Evans, WTOP-CBS 
emcee, tape-recorded a running account of his brief auto ride through 
| the Iron Curtain with a hidden minitape recorder. 


Canada TV 


amas Continued from page 23 = 
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| Sets in action. Reception in local 
| areas has been favorable, image is 








| have been picked up in Vermont, 


New York can reach as many peo-! "4 : B 
150 miles from Montreal. 


| ple as there are in Canada). To 
keep up the quality, the CBC is 
limiting their tele shows to three 
hours a day and will increase the 
schedule depending on _ financial 





, Minneapolis— Maynard Speece 

/new WCCO radio farm director, 

succeeding Larry Haeg, elevated to 

the station’s general manager post 
aeeetuninl 


Jack Kear, of WCAE | 


‘|and American Federation of 


| crowds every night with exhibition | 


‘| better than expected and programs | 


SAG Proposal On 


AA’s Jurisdiction 


Meeting on television jurisdic. 
_ tion settlement which the Asso- 
\ciated Actors & Artistes of 
| America had last Wednesday (27) 
| considered a new proposal by the 
|Sereen Actors Guild. Another ec: 
sion of the 4A’s board on jurisdic. 
tion is scheduled for today (Wea 

Screen guild dropped its seconq 
version of a resolution deline 
|the jurisdictional borde: 
had aroused Television Authorit 
jire) and said it was willing to 
|cept the language of demai 
| as it appears in the TVA code 
| However, it is insisting that a |et. 
|ter be attached to the resolution 
| which would (1) give control over 
| all commercial film spots to SAG 
|}and (2) place certain fringe-type 
|}shows under SAG jurisdiction, 
These would be shows of the “| 
| Love Lucy” type and 
jlike “Red Skelton Show” 
| goes on film. 


However, it’s contended | 





iling 


Catior 


programs 
when it 


TVA 

Ra- 
| dio Artists that such shows are 
“done in the live manner” and 
| therefore shouldn’t automatically 
go to SAG merely because they are 
|on film. 


‘CBS-TV FINALIZES 





-| — GRID SERVICE LINEUP 


Armed services football games, 
ito be televised on 11 Saturday 
| afternoons by CBS-TV this fall, 
| starting Sept. 20, will see many 
|former college and pro stars in 
| action, it was disclosed this week. 
| Several former All-Americans, such 
as Cornell’s Rocco Calvo, are now 
in service and playing for their 
home base teams. 

Games, which are being offered 
by the web for commercial sponsor- 
ship, will originate from several 
points across the country, includ- 
ing Chicago, Washington, San Fran- 
cisco and San Diego. Opening game 
will pit the San Diego Navy team 
against the Great Lakes Naval 
Training Centre, and the schedule 
concludes Noy. 29 with San Diego 
Navy playing the San Diego Ma- 
rines. 

All branches of the armed forces 
are cooperating closely with CBS- 
TV in the schedule, pushing the 
games as a primary facet of their 


recruiting drives. Grid contests 
will be bucking directly against 
the National Collegiate Athletic 


Assn. football series to be televised 
by NBC-TV, which has been bought 
by General Motors. 





Albany — Grant Van_ Patten, 
WRGB director, will teach a new 
Saturday morning course in tele- 
vision production and_ program- 
ming at the Albany Division of 
Russell Sage College, beginning 


| Sept. 27 








_ 





position and sponsor reaction. 
Most interesting point of new 
policy is the manner in which | 
CBC will program this initial 
three-hour offering and maintain 
|; complete control of all shows. 


‘ 


An editorial board has been set | 
up and.a variety of shows arranged 
for each day with what the CBC 
_ thinks will be a balanced menu for 
viewers. If the advertiser likes the 
editorial selection he buys space 
on a “packaged deal” in which a 
CBC producer directs the show, as- 
signs writers, hires the cast and is | 
responsible, with the approval of | 
the sponsor for what is televised, | 
|The Canadian sponsor can’t come 
along and present a complete show 
as he can for radio, 

* Chief reason for this tight con- 
trol on the limited time period is | 
to make sure the viewer isn't sub- 
jected to a solid session of soap | 
operas, oaters, or whodunits. Dras- | - 
tic as this policy seems to be, it | 
has merit but time and experience | 
| alone will tell. Present indications | 
show a good variety of shows be-| 
ing planned; one-third of the pro- 
grams seen in Canada will be paid! J 
for by Canadian advertisers, one- 


AUN NT or -\ 38: 


station seen — 


third will be of U. S. commercial 
sponsorship and one-third sustain hd 
ing ' Ps 


, 
Despite high cost of sets in Can- / 
ada, interest in the Toronto-Mon- | 
treal areas is high. Tele manufac- 
turers have been spending liberally 


‘ ' 


Represented by | 


in daily papers although getting 
little or no editorial support and 
jretail stores are drawing big New York Los Angeles 


a 
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Circling the Kilocycles | 








Minneapolis—John Ford, one of | 


the town’s top newscasers, is re- 
maining with radio station WTCN, 
with which he has been associated 
for many years, but will do news 
programs on WCCO-TV three 
nights a week as a freelancer, now 
that WTCN has new ownership and 


WTCN-TV has merged with WCCO | 


into WCCO-TV. Jack Thayer, a 
leading local disk jockey, has re- 
signed from radio station WLOL 
to join WTCN, on which he'll have 
his own musical and variety shows. 





Kenedy, Tex.—Application has 


Grid ‘Game of Week’ On 
-Mutual’s Fall Agenda 


Mutual’s “Football Game of the 
Week” is being pitched as a co-op 
project for local sponsorship. MBS 
sports director Raul Jonas has 
lined up a number of games in- 
|volving Big 10 squads, either in 
|in-Conference or out-of-Confer- 
;ence contests. 





| Series will be beamed on Satur- 
days from Sept. 27 through Dec. 6. 
Latter date will feature the Milk 
Bowl game of kid gridders at 
Rosenberg, Tex. 


| Louis Bromfield Radio 





been filed with the FCC for a new} 


standard broadcast outlet to be op- 


erated by the Kenedy Broadcasting | 


Co. Group is seeking facilities on 
990 kilocycles with a power of 250 


Series to Bow on MBS 


Pulitzer Prize winning author 
Louis Bromfield turns moderator 


RTMA RiNAMES CRAIG 
_AS FM POLICY HEAD 


Washington, Sept. 2. 

Radio-Television Manufacturers 
Assn. has reappointed John W. 
Craig, veepee of Crosley Division, 
Avco Mfg. Corp., as chairman of its 
FM Policy Committee for the 1952- 
53 fiscal year. The committee has 
been working with Nationa! Assn. 
of Radio and TV Broadcasters in 
|efforts to stimulate interest in FM. 
| RTMA’s participation in two 
forthcoming test 
| Philadelphia and Alabama—will be 


| under Craig’s committee which in- 





|} Elliott of RCA; L. F, Hardy of 





| 
| 


campaigns—in | 


| cludes H. C. Bonfig of Zenith; J. B. | 


Philco; H. L. Hoffman of Hoffman | 


| Radio, and E. H. Vogel of General 
Electric. 





| On a new series to preem over Mu- | 


watts, daytime hours only. 

Principals in the new company, | o , 
each with one-third interest, in-|, Show will consist of forums be- 
clude Charles W. Balthrope, own-|tween agricultural experts and 
er of KITE and KITE-FM, San | farmers and will originate from 


tual on Saturday (6) at 11:30 a.m. 


standard AM _ outlet at Corpus| points where the rural population 
Christi; Stan Nelson, program di-/| gathers. Airer is presented in a 
rector of KITE, and Charles Har-|tieup with Successful Farming 


ris, owner of a San Antonio radio! mag. 
Baseball Bonus 


parts company and former man-| 

ager of KCOR there. 

Pm Mutual Pat Michaels, RCA Thesaurus has sent its sub- 
wrskes if ‘ ‘oined —— corre-| scriber stations a special bonus 
be oy of WDSU and WDSU-TV re_| show on baseball, “World Series 
cently. He was formerly with} ba ; 0 ” 
WNOE. Former Coast spieler|, Stanza comprises 10 quarter. 
came here about a year ago, when| hour baseball programs, built 
he was invalided back to the U. §, | around highlights and anecdotes of 
from Korea. |past World Series games. 








New Orleans — 


Intermountain Repacts 





Salt Lake City, Sept. 2. 
| Intermountain Network 


| Utah Oil Sports Spread’ 


Antonio, and applicant for another | State fairs, expositions and other | 


has| 


|inked Utah Oil Refining Co. for | 


| the fifth straight year to pick up 
|the tab for broadcast of all U. of 


| Utah basketball and football games | 


|for the coming season, Games will 
| be aired over the web’s flagship, 
KALL, and six additional Utah 
| stations, with Mal Wyman again 
| handling the play by play, assisted 
|by Kay Richins taking care of 
|color and production. 


| Deal was wrapped up by Lynn | 


L. Meyer, v.p. in charge of net 


Lifting of Freeze Reverses TV Set 


Sale Slump; Aug. 


Washington, Sept. 2. 


Television receiver manufactur- 


ing industry is feeling the impact 
of the lifting of the video freeze, 
it appears from the July report of 
the Radio-TV Manufacturers Assn. 
issued over the weekend. 
Although industry output in the 
first half of 1952 was far below the 
same period of 1951, this year’s 
July production was considerably 


higher than July of last year. And | 


preliminary reports of factory 
operations for the first three weeks 
of August, furnished RTMA, show 
that production in this period is 
already more than double that of 
the whole month of August of 
1951. 

A considerable part of the in- 
crease is due to opening of one 
important new TV market-——Den- 
ver—where the first TV station 
(KFEL-TV) got on the air the lat- 
ter part of July. Sets are also be- 
ing shipped into other new markets 
where dealers are stocking up in 
preparation for the new stations 
being built as a result of FCC per- 
mits" issued during the last six 
weeks. An added stimulus to sales 
was the coming of the cable to 10 
TV cities in time for the political 
conventions. 


While TY output usually takes a 


dive during July and August, when | 
Each | sales, Marion Nelson for Gillham | factories 


curtail operations for 


May Set New High 


put will probably reach 500,000 
sets, compared to 146,000 last year, 
and may exceed the production of 
Marth, the highest month so far 
this year, when output totaled 
510,561 sets. 

Until June, monthly production 
|this year has been far behind the 
corresponding months of 1951 
| when fears of shortages because of 
the Korean war and imminence of 
higher excuse taxes pushed sales 
ito peak proportions. In the first 
five months of 1952 production ap- 
proximated 1,960,000 sets as 
against 3,100,000 sets in the same 
period of 1951. 

The trend changed in June when 
| factories turned out 361,000 sets, 
' which was about 9,000 more than in 
the same month of 1951. And in 
| July, when TV came to Colorado, 
| output totaled approximately 
| 200,000 sets as compar to about 
| 150,000 sets in July of Aast year. 
| With more stations due to get 
linto operation in the ensuing 
|months and new markets opened 
up, prospects are that the trend 
| will continue and that 1952 output 
|may considerably exceed the indus- 
try’s earlier expectations for the 
year, 








Detroit—Fred W. O’Brien, Jr., 
(has been appointed merchandising 
and publicity manager of WWJ- 


| AM-TV-FM. O'Brien formerly was 



































Another recent addition to the segment features a mail-pull mer-| Agency and Ashby Badger for the | vacations, the lifting of the freeze | associated with KVOD, Denver: 
LINEUP WDSU staff is deejay Goodrich|chandising gimmick as a hypo for|oil company. Package will cost| apparently has reversed that sit-| Sasser Publications and Radio City 
Flowers. He was formerly with| local sales to sponsors. about $35,000. uation this summer. August out-| Music Hall. 
'l games, WTPS. Phil Gordon, singer-pianist =3 
Saturday on WDSU-TV, resigned last week. — | ‘ 
this fall, Singer’s heading for California for a 
ee many night club and video work. 
Stars in 
lis week, Hartford—Edward C. Obrist, 
ans, such eneral manager of WNHC-TYV, 
are now ew rem has been named chair- 
for the man of radio and TV public in- ee ° : 
ud formation committee of the 1952 the television show that gives you 
ches United Fund drive in New Haven. . 
8 offered He will be assisted by Charles 
Sponsor- Wright, program director of WELI, 
| several Sol Chain, manager of WBIB-FM 
, includ- and Richard Miller, program direc- 
an Fran- tor of WAVZ. 
ing game 
avy team Milwaukee—WISN, the CBS af- 
s Naval filiate here, has set up a public 
schedule service and education department 
an Diego with George A. DeGrace, former 
lego Ma- promotion manager, taking over as 
director. Gerald S. Cohen has . 
ed forces been appointed sales promotion 
ith CBS- manager. Cohen joins WISN after 
; a hitch as _ promotion - publicity 
oe chief at WDGY, Minneapolis. 
) 1e 
contests Cleveland—Cleveland Board of 
against Education and WEWS will offer 
Athletic series of adult education programs 
televised in first effort to reach public with 
n bought televised educational classes. Sta- ° 
tion has allocated two weekly 15- 
a minute spots Tuesday and Thurs- 
day at 7:15 p.m. as “public service 
Patten, for schools and citizens.” 
h a new 
in tele- Cleveland—TV set sales in this 
program- area now over the 600,000 mark Z 
vision of . .. An attempted fire in wer & 
yeginning studio was thwarted when a watch- H ; H ; aft 
eee a ates ot ane ive big bouncing baby spots—in addition to : 
— dering string leading to a box of 





1g0 





kitchen matches . . . Purchase of 
WJMO by company known as 
United Broadcasting Co. headed by 
Richard Eaton, is causing con- 
fusion of names since there is Ohio 
company already known as United 
Broadcasting Co. of which H. K. 
Carpenter is president 





Minneapolis—After seven years 
during which she has been affili- 
ated with KSOO, Sioux Falls, 
S. D., Bee Baxter is rejoining 
KSTP and KSTP-TV as women’s 
editor. Winner of the McCall’s 
Magazine award last January for 
her work that led to the opening 
of the first mental health clinic in 
South Dakto, Miss Baxter was with 
KSTP for 10 years before resign- 
ing to join KSOO. She'll have her 
own radio and TV shows on KSTP, 
featuring her commentaries on 





your one-minute commercial-—and it costs you 
nothing extra. It’s your “economy buy” 

on TV in Baltimore on PICTURE PLAYHOUSE* 
(11 to 12 p.m. daily). 


Here’s how it works: Besides your regular one-minute 
commercial you also get five extra billboard 
announcements. This means complete sponsor 
identification throughout the entire hour show. Use 
your billboards as you see fiteither to repeat one 


current affairs from a feminine i . i ‘ 
Seerent canis, Sones Temieies selling message or for multiple:product promotion 
lions, etc. 





New Haven — Charles Bell, Jr., 
has joined the sales staff of WNHC 
radio and television here. Bell was 
formerly sales manager for WBRK 
in Pittsfield, Mass., served in a 
similar capacity at WABY, Albany, 
and is a former account executive 
for the Yankee network in New 
England. 





Salt Lake City—Donna Norton, 
formerly with KDYL, h taken 
over the continuity department at 
KALL, local Mutual affiliate, and 
flagship of the 44 station Inter- 
mountain Network. She replaces oo. 
Barbara Crouch, who returned to 
Oregon. 








* This same package is available on HOLLYWOOD 
PLAYHOUSE (2 to 3 p.m, daily), 


WBAL-TV 


Television Baltimore * NBC in Maryland 








et ne Nationally Represented by Edward Petry & Co. 
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Frieda Hennock Would Like to See 
Texas Deep in Heart of Educ! TV 


Houston, Sept. 2. , public schools, Miss Hennock ad- 

Pointing to the “tremendous| vocated establishment of an or- 
teaching power” of television, as} ganization to effect formal co- 
emphasized by its impact on_the| operation of the general public in 
recent political conventions, FCC/ operation of the outlet. She sug- 
Comr. Frieda Hennock told Texans| gested a “Public Committee of 
here last week that the medium,/| Viewers,” representing all seg- 
properly used, can become “one of| ments of the audience, to evaluate 
the greatest influences in spread-| and recommend programming and 


CLEVE. BACK AT FULL FM 
STRENGTH: WDOK BOWS 


Cleveland, Sept. 2. 

While other communities have 
undergone a curtailment in FM 
outlets, Cleveland is now back at 
full strength, with WDOK acquir- 
ing an FM licehse. 

WDOK, following WGAR, is the | 
second outlet within a year to join | 
the FM ranks, bringing to seven) 
the number of Greater Cleveland | 
stations in this band. This offsets | 
the departure of WLAL and) 








ing knowledge and culture that|help make the station “truly by 
the world has ever known.” and for the people of Houston.” 
Speaking at the commencement! Recalling that in the early 


| WCUO from that category. | 
| At the same time, WDOK moved 
| the bulk of its programming to its | 


exercises on Saturday (Aug. 30) of | frontier history of Texas the mis-| transmitter in suburban Seven | 
the U. of Houston, Miss Hennock | sions served as centers of learning, | yij}s, just 15-minutes from its | 
said that educators and teachers Miss Hennock expressed hope that | ggwntown sales-studio office. Ac- | 


cannot pass up television, for if the 18 reservations for educational 
they do it will boomerang on their stations in the state will be “the 


usefulness. “When children al-|™odern and more powerful coun- 
ready spend more time in front of|terparts of these missions of your 
their sets than they do in school,”| heritage.” Just as the missions 


she declared, “when the reading | Provided the early foundation, she 
of magazines, newspapers and said, educational TV stations “will 
books decreases appreciably in bring your spiritual, educational 
homes with television, it would be|@nd cultural development to its 
folly for education to ignore this | highest fruition. : 
new and powerful instrument.” |. In_ conclusion, Miss Hennock 
Television. Comr. Hennock em-| told the 700 graduates they could 
ne 4 wi hb ‘+ tan: eltect on | Perform no greater public service 
pte v9 The pes hy Ah question | *2" by supporting their Univer- 
‘ hat kind of effect it will have sity’s and all other educational TV 
Pat to tore ing gprs gt - oe stations. Their talents are need- 
: . . ed, she said, to make educational 
tio Ve i idediy ‘beneficial. in| ZY “the greatest force for popu- 
nature.” . oo education in the 
To fully utilize TV’s teaching | c 
otential, Miss Hennock asserted, | 
Sieaiiaen must have “their own | TEXAS LEAGUE TEAM 
independently licensed and operat- 
ed stations. These noncommercial 
educational stations will broadcast 
on a full schedule, both day and| Dallas, Sept. 2. 
night. In true democratic fashion| pick Burnett. owner of the Dal- 
they will bring the greatest educa-| jas Kagles of the Texas League, an- 
tional and cultural resources of all| nounced that he “was seriously 
time and the best teachers and | considering” the banning of radio 
artists into every school and home| broadcasts of the home games in 
. .. In short, these stations will be | 1953. 


exclusively dedicated to the pub- 
lice service of the American peO- the low attendance at his park here. 








ple.” |The Dailas team is at present the 
Taking a crack at “some” oppo-; league leader. 
sition “that must be termed short-| “With most homes now rigged up 


sighted” to the sxeservation of} with some kind of air-conditioning, 
channels for educational TV,!|the fans simply won’t leave a good, 
Comr. Hennock referred to the 242! cool spot to attend the games as 
assignments as “no more than the|long as they can stay home and 
foundation for educational TV” hear the play over their radios in 
which must be implemented by ac-|solid comfort,” Burnett com- 
tual building of stations. Consid- | mented. 

ering the great public benefits wo! —_—_— — 


be realized, she said, “the failure . . 
to build these stations would truly bs aan oted tins sie 
be a tragic waste of our natural|pe proadcast. over WBAL and 
resources and our future national) WRAL-TV this year, under spon- 
well-being.” .. |Sorship. of American Oil Co., A 
Noting the recent FCC authoriza- | total of 14 games will be carried 
tion of an educational station to|over WBAL, and six over WBAL- 
the U. of Houston and the city’s! TV Season opens Sept. 14. 











cording to general manager Wal- | 
berg Brown, shift of location | 
means a saving in operation over- | 
head by “approximately $1,500 a 
month,” 

Establishment of FM, according 
to Brown, is a looksee in the fu- | 
ture, when FM will probably re-| 


| 
| 





MAY BAN BROADCASTS 


Burnett has been disappointed at | 


place AM. 





Trevor Adams Switched 


To WJZ-TV Sales Mgr. 


In a move to strengthen WJZ- 
TV, N. Y_key of ABC-TV, the web 
is moving Trevor Adams from the 
post of general manager to sales 
manager. That, it’s felt, will give 
the outlet a strong sales peg. At 
the same time, it’s understood, the 
web is looking for a new general 
| manager from outside the station’s 
ranks, 

As part of the hypo, Paul Mow- 
rey, who launched the _ skein’s 
owned and operated stations, was 
brought in from ABC-TV sales 
/service as WJZ-TV program chief. 


Criar’s WINS Post 


Robert G. Criar has been ap- 
|pointed program. director for 
| WINS, N. Y. He fills the spot va- 
|cated about six months ago by 
| Joseph G. Tery. In the interim, 
|program directing chores have 


| been handled by Joseph Besch, as- 
| sistant general manager of the 


| Crosley outlet. 

| Before joining WINS, Criar was 
|a radio and tele producer for Ken- 
yon & Eckhardt ad agency, work- 
ing on such shows as “Tom Cor- 
| bett, Space Cadet” and “Rocky 
| King, Detective.” He also did 
stint for Maxon agency. 
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New Song-Sation 














|ON RADIO| CURRENTLY APPEARING 


“SUMMER CRUISE” 
ABC Network, Friday Nights, 9:30 to 10 











MARILYN ROSS 


"Marilyn Ross does a great singing 
job in the new Latin Quarter show.” 


"A lovely looker... is the big ehal- 
lenge to Dagmar and Denise Darcel's 
form divine.” 2 


"New singing discovery — a young 
Merman and good." 


“Tops in town—the way Marilyn Ross 
warbles in the Latin Quarter — and 
she sings the same brand on ABC's 
"Summer Cruise’... 


"Scores!" 


““CAVALCADE OF STARS” 


Perscnal Management—BERNIE THALL, Hotel Walton, New York 
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: |haven’t been set, but “Meet Millie” | 


Inside Stuff—Television 


. Major political speeches delivered Labor Day (1) by bot 
Truman and Democratic nominee Adlai Stevenson were oe 
the networks carrying them when they ran overtime. Network spoke? 
men explained that they must adhere strictly to their policy of cade 
all paid political time when the time contracted for has expired a 
both Mr. Truman and Stevenson ran over on their speeches, Fs 

Stevenson’s speech originated in Detroit and was aired via CBS-Ty 
It was noted that he wasted several minutes at the start of his sched, 
uled half-hour show by walking on-camera to the speaker’s platfor 
Mr. Truman’s speech, aired by CBS Radio, originated in Milwaukee 


The National Council of Churches has selected WTVN, the F 
Lamb station in Columbus, as a workshop centre to train religious 
leaders in this area practical and theoretical experience in television 

Training periods will run one week and various department heads, 
under direction of Warren F. Warner, will instruct trainees in program 
structure and production. Trainee-produced programs will be handled 
on both a live and closed circuit basis. Both laboratory and lectur 
sessions will be scheduled. ies 





dward 





John Blair and Blair-TV, sister station rep outfits, have installed 
custom-designed audition equipment in their new offices so that AM 
and TV shows on stations they rep can be played for their salesmen 
and time-buyers. 

Equipment includes tape recorder and playback, turntable and film 
projector. 





The H. V. Kaltenborn Foundation is now accepting applications for 
the annual $2,000 award for study in mass communications. Grant 
somewhat similar to the Niemann Fellowships. is given to persons 
| working in radio, tele, journalism and newsreels and may be used to 
;complete studies, take courses at school or undertake some special in- 
vestigations in the field of news analysis. Focus is on aspects of news 
presentation. Details are available from the foundation in N. Y 


NBC-CBS Lineups 


=e COhn.inued from page 23 


| 
} 
j 
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—_______.. 


| tween 15 and 20 network simul- 
casts by Gen. Eisenhower and Sen. 
Nixon, plus a number of straight 
radio broadcasts. He said there will 
“Hallmark Playhouse.” Lionel} be no television time not accom- 
Barrymore, incidentally, has re-| panied by radio time. 
placed author James Hilton as host First simulcast is slated for Phil- 
and occasional star on the Hall-| ly Thursday (4) when Eisenhower 
mark show. opens his campaign with a foreign 
CBS Monday “nights will dupli-| policy speech before the Young Re- 
cate last season’s schedule, with | publicans. Talk will be carried over 
\“Suspense” going at 8, to be fol-| NBC, with other stations, not af- 
llowed by “Talent Scouts,” “Lux | filiated with the web, also picking 
| Theatre” and the Bob Hawk show. | up. There will be 65 video stations 
|On Tuesdays NBC is concentrating | and 165 radio stations on the hook. 
| on comedy via Red Skelton and | UP, it is estimated. Ike’s farm pok 
Martin & Lewis, with CBS fight-| icy speech, to be delivered Sept. 6 
ing fire with fire. It has slotted | in Minneapolis, will go out over a 
“People Are Funny” at~-8, “Mr.| hookup of 160 NBC and ABC radio 
and Mrs. North” (which the web | stations. Following morning it will 
|claims is comedy-mystery) at 8:30, | be rebroadcast over 514 small indie 
|and then “Life with Luigi,” “My radio stations in rural sections, as 
| Friend Irma,” Louella Parsons with | well as network stations. 
/a five-minute show at 10 and “Mr. 
| Chameleon,” 
| 

















} Portsmouth, N. H.—George 
CBS’ Wednesday night roster , Pinkerton, sportscaster for WHEB 
{leads off with “FBI in Peace and {| here, has been named as athletic 
War” at 8, then “Dr. Christian” | director and teacher of social stud- 
‘and “Lineup.” Web thinks the lat- | ies at Thornton Academy in Saco, 
| ter will be good competition for | Me. He is a graduate of the Uni- 
|NBC’s Groucho Marx show. This | Versity of New Hampshire. 

| will be followed by “What’s My | a 
| Line” and the Pabst fights. First | 
itwo shows on Thursday nights 











Free Lance Writer 
will probably go at 8, with another | RADIO AND TELEVISION 


comedy show at 8:30. Jergen’s Crime, Situation Comedy, 

“Hollywood Playhouse” is in at 9, | Lyrics and Jinales 

the Bing Crosby show at 9:30 and | Y g 
ieee 24 YEARS WITH 


the Doris Day show at 10:05 (after 
a five-minute Bob Trout newscast). | TOP NETWORK SHOWS 
Credits Available Upon Request 


Friday is to comprise a mystery- | 

At ee night on CBS, opposite | 

’s music block. CBS will have 

“Mr. Keen” at 8, “Broadway’s My ALBERT G. MILLER 
141 E. 88th Street, 

New York 28, New York 

LEhigh 4-3665 


Beat” at 8:30 and they “Horatio | 
Hornblower” and “Escape.” On| 
Saturdays, the web will have “Gun- | 
smoke” at 7:30, to be fololwed by 
the Gene Autry show, “Tarzan,” | 

| 











“Gangbusters” and the Steve Al- 
len show, latter running a full 
| hour from 9:30 to 10:30. 

CBS’ Sunday afternoon will be 
bulwarked again by the N. Y. Phil- 
|harmonic pickups, followed by 
|“Quiz Kids,” “Pick the Winner” | 
(until election day), the Arthur | 
Godfrey digest and the Admiral | 
world news roundup. Web’s early 
evening strip shows continue, in- 
cluding Lowel Thomas, “Beulah,” 
Jack Smith-Dinah Shore, “Club 15” | 
and the Edward R. Murrow news. 











Now starring on NBC’s 
ALL STAR REVUE 
Saturday's 8-9 p.m., EDST 


Looks Like Duffy YL ets wt imme 


——_==- CONtinued from page 23 —— 


purpose in the 1948 campaign. It is 
expected that the money will be duction 
raised and contributed by the Re- || hes joined our C hare 
| publican National Committee, Na- |] Director, effective September 8, . 
| tional Federation of Young Repub- || PETER J. ROTONDO co. 
_licans, and the national senatorial New York — Hollywood 
,and congressional campaign com- 429 West 53d Street 
mittees of the party. This is ex- New York 19, N. Y. 
| clusive of what vill be raised and Plazo 7-2811 
spent at the state and local letels } compete Television Production on 
To date, Republicans have made Se 
one film of 28142 minutes, “The | cqeememensee: 
Case For a Republican Congress.” 


This was widely shown on televi- a m 
sion. Since then, 16m prints have W Wh { 

been turned over to the Young) es ] co 
Republicans, who are screening | MIKE WANTS YOU FOR spoT 
them for audiences all over the! 
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films are in the works. 
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country. Several other campaign | (Please Contect at Once) 


Humphrey said there will be be- . 
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let in Schenectady, N. Y., from the 


NBC spot sales lineup to the Hank | 


Cristal fold. 


The ABC decision to drop its 
own spot sales department in favor 


of repr esentation by Petry and 
Blair is viewed as a significant 
straw in the wind. Other self- 


repped outlets, such as WOR, N.Y 
the Crosley stations in the 
westgthe Perry stations in Florida, 
the Capper stations, WGN, 
has its own offices in N. Y. 


Chi (although repersented in other | 


cities by a national firm), may de- 

cide to take on a rep in order to 

keep their competitive positions. 
Splitup Effected 


Petry, who of late has lost some} 


Petry, Blair $8,000,000 Spot 


Continued from page 21 


which | 
and 


about $8,000,000 worth of national 
spot biz annually. However, only 
| about $6,000,000 of this w ould come 
| through the Blair and Petry offices. 





| The reason is that, as is usual in | 


| the field, a station doesn’t pay com- | 


mission to its rep for billings inked | 


Thus, | 
won't be nicked for a} 


by a sponsor in its own city. 
WJZ, N. Y., 


bankroller with Gotham 
ters. 


headquar- 


| 











Top Radio Shows 


Continued from page 21 











is the oldest established video mar- | 


; 


mid- national spot contract signed by a| 


good local press on its junkets 
which also works*to the benefit 
of the clients. 

Already set is a round of appear- 
amces next Monday (8) and Tues- 


day (9) in Pittsburgh in connection | 


with the annual Television Exhibi- | 
tion. 


burg Bros., RCA distribS, toss a 





raga was an off-the-record  re- 


On Tuesday night the Ham- search study of TV in Mexico, just 


completed by «P&G, breaking 


press party for the group and the| | down audience likes and dislikes in 


next day two 
at the Syria Mosque, 


shows will be put on! 
site of the, 


exhibition. Sandwiched in between | 
is an appearance at Horne’s depart- 
ment store. 

On Nov. 1 the show treks to 
Cleveland to headline the News- 
paper Guild’s annual Page One 
| Ball. Tillstrom has two bids for a 


| Thanksgiving appearance—one to 


take part in Gimbel’s parade in 
Philadelphia and the other in De- 
troit. _ Detroit likely will get the 


| nod because its a repeat request. 


Tillstrom has already accepted 


of his stations to Cristal, will take |ket and two-thirds of the families | )an invite from the Museum of Mod- 
!ern Art in Manhattan to take part | 


on the ABC outlets in San Fran-| 
cisco (KGO and KGO-TYV), Los An- 
geles (KECA and KECA-TY) and} 
N. Y. (WJZ and WJZ-TV), while 
Blair will handle Detroit (WXYZ 
and WXYZ-TV) and Chi (WENR 
and WENR-TV). One reason for' 
the spitup is that each of the reps 
has conflicting stations on its list 
in some of the cities. 


The two rep outfits will have to 
divest themselves of some of their 
competitive clients. Petry will 
have to give up KFI, the NBC out- 
let, in L. A. Blair will give up the 
Don Lee (Mutual) stations it has. 

Many of the top firms in the 
field made their pitches for the 
ABC plum (which includes both 
AM and TV stations). The Katz 
agency, one of the biggest, didn’t 
enter fhe sweepstakes, however 
Katz, aside from having competi- 
tive clients in most of the five 
ABC cities, has had a long record 
of fighting the networks,, as have 
many other reps. Since they get 
their coin from spot billings, which 
are competitive to network billings, 
most reps have blasted web “en- 
croachments” into their domain via 
limited networks, spotearrier pro- 
grams, etc. Katz felt it would give 
up freedom to criticize the skeins 
by taking the ABC o-and-o ac- 
counts. 

Petry and Blair are expected to 
expand in order to handle the new 
business. The ABC outlets have 








|in the area now own TV sets. 


| That the big radio comedy and 
drama programs still have plenty 
|of lure for TV viewers is seen in 
bey Pulse figures on radio's share | 
of total listéning in TV homes, 
based on a combined four-network 
|compilation. On Sunday nights, 
| when TV offers its “Comedy Hour,” 
| Ed Sullivan show, “Phileco Play- 
house,” etc., the four webs’ share | 
of radio listening was 67.5% from} 
7 to 8 p.m., 66.7% from 8 te 9 and 
61.5% from 9 to 10. Average Sun- 
day night share from 
midnight was a fat 62.3%. 

By the same token, the per- 
centage of N. Y. video homes tun- 
ing in their radio sets averaged 
18.4% from 6 p.m. to midnight 
Monday through Friday; 17.1% on 
Saturday nights; 17.1% on Sunday 
nights, and so racked up a seven- 
night average of 18.1% These 


share-of-total audience figures are 
up considerably from what they 
were a year ago. 





Continued from page 23 


strom always has been strong on 
the notion that frequent in-person 
displays not only help the show but 
also provide a valuable plus for the 
show’s sponsors in local promotion. 
The troupe invariably enjoys a 









6 p.m. to} 





in a festival to be held next March. 


Chesterfield’s Bid For 





“Stork Club,” 
irun for Fatima 


after an 18-month 
cigarets, 





ceived a firm offer from the major | 


|Liggett & Myers brand, Chester- | 
field, for a Saturday 11-11:30 p.m, 
berth on CBS-TV. 
to clear stations for 
evening period. Show 
at 7-7:30 via CBS. 
Sponsor feels that the 11 


the 


the airer’s format, since the public 
associates nite clubs with “stay- 
ing up late” and “Saturday night 
out.” Sonny Werblin, of Music 
Corp. of America, is handling the 
financial details for Sherman Bil- 
lingsley, Stork Club boniface and 
emcee of the stanza. 





Cincinnati—A revision of pro- 
gramming at WSAI, ABC affiliate, 
is in the making to meet what 
Robert Kerns, manager, says are 
“changes in radio listening.” 

Transformation involves budget 
slashing for talent, and brought 
resignations from Will Lenay and 
Malcolm Richards, the station's 
afternoon and morning disk 





to take salary cuts. 


‘Stork Club’ in 11 P.M. Slot! 


has re-] 


Web is trying | 
late | 
is on now 


p.m. | 
slotting would be more suited to} 


the tortilla belt and contrasting 
the operation of XEW-TV with its 
only competition, Romulo O’Far- 
rill’s XHTV, which had almost a 
year’s head start on XEW-TV. If 
Azcarraga is bullish about his fu- 
ture sphere of influence in Latin 
American video, it’s because the 
P&G study reveals his astuteness | 
and keen showmanship as an op- 
erator. 

Of the set owners polled by 
P&G (78° of them said they had 
an understanding of English while 
the other 22% of the sets were 
circulated among Mexican-speak- 
ing only), a total of 46% expressed 
a preference for XEW-TV pro-| 
gramming, with 11° favoring | 
O'Farrill’s operation. (38% said} 
they liked both stations; 50% con- | 
fessed to liking neither.) Consid- | 
ering that XEW-TV has only been 
in operation seven months, Azcar- 





|raga's enthusiasm is understand- 
able. 
Survey Results 

P&G's breakdown of categories | 
shows the following Latino pro-| 
granyv preferences: 

Sports Trtrtvrits 5. 

Feature films ..cccoce. 44% 

Comics . cocccees 43% 

en eer ee cooecee 40% 

News . : esstevian 

Quiz-partic ipation. Tt EF 18% 

remes (14 FN 664 45 8° 

Baseball, wrestling, boxing and 
bullfights command the biggest 
Mexican audiences. Baseball, tele- 





vised three nights a week, is spon- 
sored jointly by Coca-Cola and 
Goodrich, with alternate commer- 
cial plugs after each half-inning. 
(Azcarraga, one of Mexico’s most 
rabid ball fans, is currently in the 
process of acquiring his own ball 
park). 

Feature films, all of Mexican 
vintage and oldies, are a cross-the- 
board diet, follewing the same 
pattern ‘as in the U.S., with com- 
mercial inserts at 10 or 15-minute 
intervals; with both American and 





jockeys, who declared they refused | Mex sponsors sharing the tab. 


Mexico TV 


Continued from page 23 


| cial 
| availed 


| tab. 


} nouncer 


| flagship 





shows come cheap in Mexico, in 
view of the still limited set circu- 
lation. Most costly show on XEW- 
TV, a _ half-hour Sunday night 
musical sponsored by General 
Motors, cost 15,000 pesos (less than 
$2,000) for both time and talent. 
You can get a half-hour of cream 
time for 1,500 pesos ($200). Biggest 


| windfall is on the immediate hori- 


zon, a half-hour cross-the-board 
Latino version of “Howdy Doody,” 
to be done on film. Shooting of the 
initial installments began last 
week, with Latin counterparts of 
the U.S. puppets, and they'll also 
be shipped to Goar Mestre’s CMQ- 
TV operation in Havana under a 


| deal recently negotiated by Martin 
} Stone. The 


Mex five-times-a-week 
siots ‘at 5 to 5:30 p.m.) have al- 
ready been committed for sponsor- 
ship on a 52-week basis, and de- 
spite the low tab it adds up on a 
vearly basis to one of the major 
billings on Azcarraga’s books. 
Recently Azcarraga signed as an 
NBC-TV affiliate, which will per- 
mit him kinescopes of its commer- 
shows, Thus far he’s only 
himself of the RCA-spon- 
sored Ezio Pinza show, with RCA’s 
Mex subsid also picking up the 
Since most of the set owners 
understand and speak English, no 


| dubbing or captions are necessary. 


However, there's a_ studio 
who translates. 
A Mex version of “What's My 


Line” is a big favorite here, 


Gen. Sarnoff Back 


David Sarnoff, RCA board chair- 
man, got back yesterday (Tues.) 
aboard the SS United States from 
a six-week survey of the European 
radio and TV scene which took him 
from England south to Israel. 

By coincidence he went over the 
maiden voyage of the U. S. Lines’ 
with Margaret Truman 
and by coincidence she was also 
aboard on the same return voyage 
with Gen. Sarnoff and his wife. 
Incidentally, the President's daugh- 
ter is an NBC contractee and kicks 
off Jimmy Durante’s first of the 
“All-Star Revue” series Sept. 20 


an- 


But unlike U.S. video, time and!as the comedian’s guestar. 












































They say—''Experience is the 


JUST 








best teacher™ 


A- 


THINKIN 


The ARTHUR MURRAY PARTY. . 
The BATTLE of the AGES (2nd Year). 
The BETTER HOME SHOW .. .. 
YOUR HANDYMAN (5 min. TV Films) ara 
The JERRY MAHONEY SHOW. . 
The MASQUERADE PARTY. . . 
The CURTAIN RAISER... . 

The THEATER GUILD on the AIR (8th Year) 








PORTRAIT STUDY BY EDITTA SHERMAN 


SERUTAN 


NORMAN BROKENSHIRE 


In Preparation: 


GENERAL FOODS CORP. (Maxwell House Coffee) 


ANTHRACITE INSTITUTE 
Various Sponsors in Local Markets 

SPEIDEL CORP. (Speidel Watch Bands) 

SPEIDEL CORP. (Speidel Watch Bands) 
RCA-NBC COLOR TV (Experimental Field Tests) 
The UNITED STATES STEEL CORP. 


“NOTHING BUT OPPORTUNITY" 
—a biography 


“A WORD TO THE WIVES" 
— «a daily Redio Show 
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told prexy Herbert J. Yates he 
wouldn’t renew without video 
rights. Nixed on his demands, 
Rogers exited the lot and formed 
his own vidpix company. 
Stars Making Personals 

Last year Rogers made three for 
Republic before ankling; Rex Allen 
starred in eight, and Allan “Rocky” 
Lane did eight. This year Rogers is 
gone, and Allen and Lane are down 
to six each. Tryjng to hypo receipts 


TV Westerns 


Continued from page 19 





for the oaters, the lot*has sent Al- 
len to 40 states on personals at 
“great cost,” a studio source said. 
Result was it boosted the b.o. on 
his pix, it was added. 

Columbia, down to its six Autrys, 
is ballying the big-budgeted oaters 
instead, and has seals for two Ran- 
dolph Scott starrers a year, also has 
upcoming “Last of the Comanches,” 
a Broderick Crawford starrer in 
Technicolor, plus “Ambush at Tom- 
ahawk Gap,” with John Hodiak, 
John Derek and David Brian. Now 
in release is Stanley Kramer’s 
“High Noon,” with Gary Cooper. 
While upbeating the oaters with 
the fancy stars and budgets, lot 
makes no bones about lessening of 
interest toward the small-budget- 
ers. Now in works at Columbia is 
another western for Crawford. 


Monogram, which has pounded 
out 216 oaters since it began oper- 
ations, was down to 12 last year, 
four Wild Bill Elliotts, four John- 
ny Mack Browns, and four Whip 
Wilsons. Now Brown and Wilson 
are off the payroll, and Wayne Mor- 
ris has been added. Morris is to do 
four and Elliott four, a subter- 
ranean figure for Mono which cus- 
tomarily turned out 16 to 18 a year 
b.t. (before television). 

Universal abandoned the small 
western five years ago, at the time 
it merged with International to be- 
come U-I. However, the lot still 
holds high favor for the top-drawer 
oater. In the backiog now are “Un- 
tamed Frontier,” with Joseph Cot- 
ten, Shelley Winters and Scott 
Brady, and “Horizons West,” with 
Robert Ryan, Julia Adams and 
Rock Hudson. These ‘pix have 
budgets of from $600,000 to 
$700,000. 

Some studio execs blame rising 
labor costs for demise of the low- 
budgeter, too, saying only a few 
years ago a quickie could be made 
in five or six days for about $50,- 
000, but that today uppance in 
wages for workers have made such 





a figure impossible. They assert 





higher production cost goes on the 
bargain-basement westerns, more 
difficult it becomgs to recoup cost 
since pix in this category generally 
are sold at low flat rentals, relying 
on mass bookings to make the nut 
and more. 

While uppance in labor costs un- 
questionably had something to do 
with end result, there appears to be 
little doubt but what television is 
the chief reason for the disappear- 
ance of the westerns in the low- 
priced bracket. Monogram, for ex- 
ample, sold Johnny Mack Brown 
pix to TV, thus incurring exhibitor 
opposition plus fact moppets who 
could see JMB at home for free 
had little desire to pay even the 
kid’s price to see him in the thea- 
tre. 

Republic was prevented from its 
attempt to sell pix of Rogers to TV 
when he sued and won a restrain- 
ing order. Autry lost a similar suit, 
but both cases are now being ap- 
pealed to the higher courts. 

TV has forced many ramifica- 
tions in the overall situation. Mono- 
gram, for example, has Rod Cam- 
eron s.arrers in the higher-budget- 
ed bracket. Cameron, however, just 
finished a telepic for Revue Pro- 
ductions, and b.o. answer to his 
dual. work in TV and pix still re- 
mains to be supplied. 

Those studios specializing in the 
small-budget oater fare do not min- 
imize the seriousness of the situa- 
tion, and it’s generally conceded it 
has caused revamping of program- 
ming slates at the various lots in- 
volved, with less and less emphasis 
on the cowboy star, whose guns 
have grown rusty at the b.o. 


WCAU-TV’s SRO 


Continued from page 22 














bitt,” via Paris & Peart; Eastern 
TV Productions (food products) 26 
weeks for “Fun and_ Fortune,” 
through Abner Gelula Agency; 
Union Carbide and Carbon (Pres- 
tone) 10 week series of ‘‘Football 
This Week,” through William Esty, 
and Ortleib’s Beer, 10 weeks “Foot- 
ball Scoreboard,” via Samuel Taub- 
man Agency. 

Freihofer Baking Co. has signed 
for alternate week sponsorship of 
“Cisco Kid,” via Tri-State Adver- 
tising. Program period renewals 
for fall include across-the-board 
contracts for Sinclair Refining, and 








TO: 


Dave Garroway 
Paul Winchell 


Buster Keaton 


STAR REVUE—I want 


associated, 





FROM: Joseph Santley 


Jean Carroll 
Oliver Wakefield 


Jan Murray Betty and Jane Kean Kanazawa Trio 
Walter O'Keefe Ben Wrigley Three Acromaniecs 
Pearl Bailey Jimmie Dodd 

Jimmy Savo Dorothy Claire Taree Rockets 
Roger Price Beverley Sisters Peire Bros. 

Grace Hartman Richard Himber Trampoloonies 
, Lew Parker Yogl Berra Gautier's Steeplechase 
Bert Wheeler Cari Ballantine Lee Marx 

Jean Darling De Mattiazsi 

Jimmy Nelson Robert Barry The Dassies 
Georgia Gibbs Milt Frome Wild Bill Davis Trie 
Connee Boswell Morty May Ted ond Fie Vallett 
Evelyn Knight Norman Honneford Family 


Stim Gaillard Trie Honey Brothers 
Ben Blue Paul Steffen Dancers Rudy Dock's 
Rosemarie Hoctor and Basketball Dogs 
Sinclair and Spaulding os 
Elia Fitzgerald Tommy Wonder and Chaz Chase 
Bell Sisters Margaret Banks 4 Celypso Boys 


In concluding the Summer series of the ALL- 


your splendid cooperation. It was a pleasure 
working with you, and | hope we'll again be 


Joseph Santley | 


Producer-Director 


MO 


- 
Nelie Fisher and 
Jerry Ross 


to thank you all for 


| 











|* Austin — Application of 


its “Bulletin TV News,” a 15-min- 
ute strip arranged for Morey, 
Humm & Johnstone, and Sun Ray 
Drugstores for its “Names in the 
News” and “Cash on the Line,” 
via Philip Klein Advertising. John 
F. Daly, local Ford dealer, also re- 
newed its “News and Sports with 
Jack Whitaker,” every Sunday, 
through Aitken-Kynett Agency. 

Extensive participation and spot 
schedules with fall starting dates 
have been pacted with Philip Mor- 
ris, Ltd., for Dunhill Cigarets, 52 
weeks via Biow; Clark Bros., chew- 
ing gum, 13 weeks through «Mc- 
Cann-Erickson; Robert Meats, 52 
weeks through J. Cunningham 
| Cox; Alliance Manufacturing Co., 
|52 weeks, via Foster, Davies, Inc.; 
Ralston Cereals, 39 weeks ar- 
|ranged by Gardner Advertising; 
Groves Labs, 26 weeks through 
Harry B. Cohen; Vick Chemical 
Co., 20 weeks via BBD&O, and 
Bosco, 13 weeks via Robert W. Orr, 
Associates. 

Other spot schedules were placed 
by Jacob Reed’s Sons, through 
Lewis & Gilman; Fashion Frocks, 
via Franklin Buck, and Interna- 
tional Silver, through Young & 
Rubicam. 


Scribes TV Strike 


'———. Continued from page 19 


added many other scribblers are 
ankling RWG for TWA. ; 

Charles Isaacs, temporary chair- 
man of TWA, said of the group 
“this is not a strike-breaking union; 
we merely prefer to go it alone.” 
Among those joining TWA were 
writers for “I Love Lucy,” Jimmy 
Durante, Bob Hope, Red Skelton, 
Joan Davis, “Life With Luigi,” 
“My Friend Irma,” and NBC-TV’s 
All-Star Revue. 

SWG, meanwhile, was huddling 
with IATSE chief Roy Brewer, and 
Brewer, admitting he’s been talking 
with SWG prexy Mary McCall Jr., 
said SWG plans to resubmit re- 
quest to AFL Film Council seeking 
rejected such a request on grounds 
rejectel such a request on grounds 
it hadn’t been apprised of facts in 
the case. SWG is also sending 
“white paper” giving guild position 
plus ALA vote to sponsors of 
programs filmed by Alliance pro- 
ducers and to advertising agencies 
involved, 


‘Jack Bellboy’ 


Continued from page 22 


rial fact” was concealed from 
Storer, who believed he was buying 
the name as part of the station. 
Lederle said: “The conduct of 
the individual defendants and their 
subsequent actions . . . reveal a 
deliberate design to fraudulently 
conceal from Storer the true situa- 
tion as to ownership of the pro- 


am.” 

Thus, Judge Lderle concluded, 
McKenzie had no right to take the 
name with him when he left 
WJBK. ¥ 

James E. Littell, counsel for 
Storer, said: “It’s going to take a 
lot of discussion and study to de- 
termine just how to use ‘the title 
now that we have it back. We will 
certainly make use of the title.” 


NBC-TV ‘Free Hours’ |) 


Jontinued from page 21 came. 


earrying 180 hours per month of 
network commercial shows, leaving 
90 to go. And since practically all 
nighttime hours are practically 
sold out for the fall, this would 
necessitate some hustling in un- 
loading some morning and after- 
noon shows. The stations have 
been pressuring the web on this 
score for more than a year, but 
web salesmen find that it’s some- 
thing of a herculean feat. 

A five-man committee was ap-| 
|}pointed at last week’s meet to 
come up with an agreement for 
presentation to the network later 



































| sentially designed for 


trite. Also, when the occasion calls 
for it, he can exhibit tenderness 
without saccharinity. Video “House 
Party” should do as well rating- 
wise as its AM counterpart. 


Plugs for ruinery and Lever 
a 


Bros. products were handled okay 
except for one miscue when a cam- 
era picked up production aides as 
Linkletter extolled the virtues of 
Angel Food Cake. Don. 


VOICE OF FIRESTONE 
With Howard Barlow Orch, Lois 

Hunt; Hugh James, announcer 
Writer: A. P. McGinness 
Director: John Goetz 
Producer: Charles Polachek 
30 Mins.; Mon., 8:30 p.m. 
FIRESTONE TIRE & RUBBER 
NBC-TV, from N. Y. 

(Sweeney & James) 

One of the oldest shows on ra- 

dio, “Voice of Firéstone” has 


achieved a similar seniority in the 
AM-TV category, _ startin its 
simuleasts back in 1949 and con- 
tinuing uninterruptedly since that 
time. It’s a pleasing stanza, es- 
the ear 
alone. On video, it’s the type of 
relaxing show that can be savored 
without rigid fixation on the 
screen. This is a straight musical 
offering and perhaps one of the 
chief reasons that this show is so 
easy to take on TV is that it 
doesn’t pretend to be anything 
else, via the use of excessive gim- 
micks. 

On this fall’s preem (1), Lois 
Hunt, Metopera soprano and first 
of the show’s guest vocalists, was 
featured in a repertory of operatic 
arias and light classical numbers. 
The settings were simple, the best 
being a mountain background for 
Miss Hunt’s rendition of a selec- 
tion from “Carmen.” Other num- 
bers included “Comin’ Through 
the Rye,” with a somewhat arti-« 
ficial garden setting, and “Out of 
My Dreams” and “One Kiss.” In 
a couple of numbers by the symph 
orch and chorus, the camera work 
was simple and as effective as this 
type of material permits. 

Hugh James delivered the plugs 
for Firestone in appropriately dig- 
nified style. Herm. 


GOLDEN GOPHERS’ GREATEST 
GAMES 

With Rolly Johnson 

Producer-director: Roger Gardner 

30 Mins.; Tues., 9:30 p.m. 
MINNESOTA BLUE CROSS 
WCCO-TV, Minneapolis 

With~ University of Minnesota 
football fortunes and prestige low 
pyeaeatiy. this once-a-week half- 
ofir locally produced pigskin sea- 
son show pleasantly revives nos- 
talela memories of national cham- 

ionship days. Offering film clips 

from outstanding past games, which 
helped to make glorious Gopher 
football hisféry, and accompanied 
by the running verbal commentary 
of Rolly Johnson, WCCO-TV sports 
department head, who radio broad- 
cast the contests himself, the early 
gridiron entry stacks up as duck 
soup for Minnesota football fans, 
of which there’s a legion every 
fall and early winter. Accordingly, 
the sponsor, a leading hospitaliza- 
tion and medical insurance service 
outfit, should reach a large audi- 
ence with its messages. Also, the 
show well may prove an inspira- 
tion to today’s Minnesota coaches 
and,.team. 

_ Edited film selections are por- 
tion of Gopher games over the past 
years—contests which excited the 
‘most attention at their particular 
times and are especially notable in 
the school’s athletic annals as well 
as causes for fans’ pride. Taken 
from the coaches’ files in the ath- 
letic department, the footage in 
part is exclusive in that it is being 
made available initially for air 
presentation. It'll thus provide a 
first peek of some mighty Gopher 
gridiron performances for many 
viewers who didn't attend the 
games in question but doubtlessly 
have been regaled with accounts of 
them, and for others it'll bring to 
life again happy memories. Under 





Television. Reviews 


Continued from page 25 








any circumstances, this exclusiy; 
lends the show additional interest 
Sitting at a desk, Johnson, cut 
in visually from time to time, spills 
the running commentary. He’s a 
glib talker and his patter for the 
kickoff show was always on the 
beam, helping setowners to recap. 
ture much of the games’ excite. 
ment. Commerciala were not over. 


done, Rees, 





FOX VALLEY TROTTING RACES 
With Tom Duggan 
Preducer-director: Paul Robinson 
45 Mins.; Wed., 11 p.m. 
GENERAL CIGAR 

WNBQ, Chicago 

(Young & Rubicam) 

Done up in the usual smooth 
WNBQ manner, this weekly tele. 
cast of the final two harness races 
of the Fox Valley Troiting Club's 
Wednesday night card is a welcome 
addition to the Windy City’s late. 
evening viewing diet. Despite the 
fact this was an entirely new as- 
signment for the WNBQ remote 
crew directed by Paul Robinson, 
the initial try (27) came off in top- 
grade fashion. The sulky sprints 
with as many as eight horses going 
on the half-mile track are mighty 
tough to capture for video, but 
strategic camera placements and 
hep switching got the job done ef- 
fectively. 

Sportscaster Tom Duggan also 
has a big assignment. The two 
races actually only take a little 
over four minutes so Duggan has 
the task of filling up the 45 min- 
utes, with time out for the blurbs, 
This he does ably in his trade- 
marked style that’s a combination 
of irascibility and geniality. On 
this heat, gabber interviewed a 
couple racing officials and after 
each race went onto the track to 
chin with the winning driver. Lat- 
ter was a good touch. 

On the actual calling of the 
races, Duggan indicated he needs 
a bit more practice at this intri- 
cate art but acquitted himself okay 
on the opener. 

On subsequent editions, Rolon 
Tire Chains splits the tab with 
General Cigar. White Owl plugs 
on film were widely spaced 

Dave. 





Seattle—Saul Haas, president of 
the Queen City Broadcasting Co., 
operators of KIRO, CBS outlet 
here, announced appointment of 
Lincoln W. Miller as assistant to 
the president. Miller, vice presi- 
dent of indie KXA here for the 
past four years, took up his new 
duties Monday (1). Hugh A. Smith, 
formerly education director for 
KPIX-TV, San Francisco, will suc- 
ceed Milter at KXA, with title of 
general manager. 
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4 Reasons Why 


1 

4 

5 

ae 

dl The foremost national and local 

- advertisers use WEVD year after 
year te reach the vast 


a“ 

= Jewish Market 

= of Metropolitan New York 

—_= 1. Top adult programming 

—_—_ 2. Strong audience impact 

gd 3. Inherent listener loyalty 

— 4. Potential buying power 
Send for a copy of 

‘WHO’S WHO ON WEVD’ 


Henry Greenfield, Man. Dir. 
WEVD, 117-119 West 46th St. 
New York 36 


AANA 











this month. It comprises P. A. Sugg, 
of WKY, Oklahoma City; Walter | 
'J. Damm, WTMJ, Milwaukee; Ed | 
| Wheeler, WWJ-TV, Detroit; H. V. | 





| Vadeboncouer, WSRY, Syracuse, | 
fand Ray Wellpot, of WRGB, | 
| Schenectady. | 


} 





Tom } 
|Potter, Dallas oil man for a TV) 


outlet here, has been approved by 
the FCC. Potter was granted VHF | 
Channel No, 24. This is the third | 
grant given this city by the FCC | 
since the freeze was lifted. Potter 
also received approval for a TV 
outlet at Chattanooga, | 


supermarkets, $15,000.00 





10 KW FM TRANSMITTER 


FOR SALE 
completely installed, with antenna all RCA equip- 
ment, midtown area, New York City. 630 ft. above 
sea level terrific field survey, can be used for func- 
tional music to cafes, restaurants, store casting to 


Thomas J. Valentino, Inc., 150 W. 46 St., N. Y. 36 


terms arranged. 
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DISK EXCLUSIVES A HEADACHE 





Too Many Mere Platter Spinners 
Getting Disk Jockey Rating: Gilbert 


Dick Gilbert, disk jockey on 
KTYL, Phoenix, is campaigning | 
for a redefinition of the term “disk | 
jockey.” According to Gilbert, who | 
was visiting in New York recently, 
a redefinition of the term would 
help do away with the recurrent 
overall references te disk jockey 


nothing else for the station than 
spin records. In this #roup, he 
claims, there are no more than 100 


| around the country and all are be- 


yond reproach. The others, he says 
are just staff announcers, who’ve 
been assigned a_ platterspinning 
chore. There are about 2,000 of 





payola. “A disk jockey,” said Gil-| these staffers around the country 
bert, “using the term properly, is| and for the most part aren’t im- 
in business because of records and | portant enough for the publisher 
too dependent for his ‘livelihood| or diskery to shell out coin for a 
on the wax industry to play around | disk hypo. 
with unnatural hypos for under- | It’s also difficult to believe, Gil- 
the-table coin.” | bert adds, that a jockey will get 
Gilbert contends that a disk/| behind a disk if he doesn’t think 
jockey is more than just someone | it’s a top level waxing. A jock’s 
who spins records on the air. “The | first duty is to his listener and 
tag,” he adds, 
too loosely by both the trade and /|hypos, he’s bound to lose his dial- 
the public.” According to Gilbert| ers. A jock is in business to hold 
the deejay label should be applied | on to listeners and he won't dare 
only to those radio personalities| the gamble of a payola plug if 
who have their own shows and do (Continued on page 40) 


Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of weels (more in case of ties), based on 
copyrighted Audience Coverage Index & Audience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director. Alphabetically listed. , 


Survey Week of August 22-28 





Auf Wiederseh’n Sweetheart .....cccccccccsseees Hill & R 
Blue Tango ...... pEbee ek d bate eeeecese ss 0k0se ee wee 
Botch-A-Me...... bids sBsbbcesestcbssedt eens sss cael 
Delicado...... senstendeacavvibiedaes theres phat 
RO SE ee ey ere re ee re ere Acuff-R 
Here Comes That Mood ........++- ceesemees ccames Life 

Here In My Heart ...... anbeesénnnene eee 
How Close..... sopumcebebeesenssesecnes SEE 

I Went To Your Wedding coe 5 odeddabesecesenas cae 
> fe a, AR eee ee coccocccccccvevcoes Witmark 
een I Pe ne Ae oe ere sw 6a-0.600 64.0.60:0% SD 
In the Good Old Summer Time........+s..+++++.-Marks 
Bee CE TNS ss sk hadcaseeekoweege rere ery ay .. Duchess 
Live Oak Tree... ..scces Pre err are 
Lovely To Look At ...ccccccccs eas aia bs ace kong ee 
Se MN fen dake knatcass 5 éhedesuessaceee pcede eve 
IS we Wi Sieie ae shad oe cntsctonsadhetucsdbexwtes.eee 
Meet Mr. Callaghan...... coccceesceccscsceeescess LACES 
My Love and Devotion........seeeeesseeseeeeeees Shapiro-B 
Once In a While......... PEE CTE EI arte 


Roses Of Yesterday pe cenesecccccesceccssscee coscmeme 
Somewhere Along Way....ccccosvcrcccccercccecers United 
Sweetest Words I Know... ..scsccccversceecseces+ Life 


a eee a ae sdvvb otess sss 04s eek SRE 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home. du tde de beteses oe 
Waterenblon. Weethe? 62... i di oc nedecvascens . .Morris 

Wish You Were Here—*“Wish You Were Here” .. Chappell 
You Balam Toe Mes «oc ii sce ctvaccicngvtccws bis das .. Ridgeway 
pe OO ere apes ee eres ear veoeed eee s see 


Zing a Little Zong—i“Just For You”...........+..Burvan 


Second Group 


pO BO Sr Ae tie ee eer seveeess. Famous 
Be Anything (But Be Mine)..........-..-+00: ...-Shapiro-B 
Because You’re Mine—j“Because You're Mine”’.,... Feist 
OIG ia so dkelay hiaee 4 dst 005 oe sd gamer .-ee--Alamo 
EP rt ee ea ee eee seseeeecseesess- Advanced 
From the Time You Say Goodbye. sieedececceteds SMaeien 
Ginny “eeeeeeee ## ©#eeweeevreneeee cade ouccvenesed ends eee 
saath Atecd.t“Miieh Moun” ..s....2.ceccaceseae oO 

I Never Cared e*eeeree8 OT ot Ser 
I'll Si Si Ya In Bahia otebeccccccsccccocccccccces BUFVAR 
I'll Walk Alone........ ccegevccccccccsccoccceses» Mayfair 
Jambalaya sowmeeeeeereeresreeeeeeee anes dke es Sake 2 
Just For You—i“Just For You”...csscereceseeses Burvan 
MademGioglle —. .....cicccccccccccvccceseccecccces MOE 
Smoke Rings ..... gence seeedecoesesancuseeves ame Academy 
So Madly In Love uh os gad bcdbsmasicgscvnnsdeeekr ae 
| ee gxhiececeseshse0 he ds (Gene 
There’s Doubt In My Mind.......+eseeeeeeeeeee+- Broadcast 
Tic-Tac-Toe..... e+e eee eeee iis cite hk adovde ands seuees ae 
Walkin’ To Missouri “ene ee du He cW i be'cdeneesdoves eee 


West Of the Mountains.........seseeeeeeeeeee+++ GOday 
Where Did the Night Go.....sesseeereeeeeeeeees» Chappell 
Y .Republic 


OU. wc cccccens ooeeccces eee ener eseesseeeeseeees 


We Maping.. . 6 ..ccbsvicens9 hheee beawud ee Shapiro-B 
Hang Out the Stars...... A bhee iveshssaseans navel 
Here In My Heart........ cocccccceccccccsesecees- Mellin | 

I Went To Your Wedding........ceeeeeeeeeeeeees ot. Louis 
8 8: yw ee are adn ees 6kchenenésaatens ee 
eS RP ee eer eT oe BE. ngs Oy gan eed des ae 


Oe Oe Pree ee ee Lee o cccccenccccccccccdes FAMOUS 
Somewhere Along the Way... ..sseceseseeseeveeers United 
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home.........+++++++++++ DeSylva-B-H 
Zou Belong To Me... ...ccccccosccsccsccvscsccess Ridgeway 





FIVE TOP STANDARDS 


I Whistle a Happy Tune.........++- seneuboas ....- Williamson 
I’m Glad There Is You......sesceeececsseeeeees Mayfair 

In the Still Of the Night.........++. péuns0edeeen cee 
It’s De-lovely............ 9660 00 0ccesseceseosveces Chappell 
It’s Only a Paper Moon.........- vedadbetsoeseotses Harms 


T Filmusical. * Legit musical. 


“has been applied! once he starts laying on phoney! 





|CLUIMOEMAN 
DOWNS TOP TUNES 


The new stress on “exclusives” 
by the major disk companies is the 
prime cause for the plethora of 
pop songs released each week, ac- 
cording to the major publishers. 
Situation, it's claimed, has been 
leading to near chaos in the in- 
dustry, where good songs are be- 
ing drowned in the torrent of 
tunes needed to satisfy each disk 
company’s demand for a special 
break on any particular song. 

In the old days each publisher 
rode with one or two plug songs 
which were generally covered by 
all the major labels. Currently, the | 
pubs need a half-dozen tunes to| 
show the disk Hoge artists | 
.nd repertory staffers. Mitch | 
Miller, Col’s a&r topper, a. places 
the most consistent accent on ex- 
clusives, selects one of the tunes, 
the pub then shows the remaining 
numbers to the other disk com- 
panies for their approval. One 
minor company, for instance, now 
has seven tunes working simul- | 


naomi 





| 





taneously via seven different disk | 
labels. 

Major pubs contend they can’t 
get a fair shake under the present 
system. It costs any well-estab- 
| lished music firm up to $25,000 to 
work on a tune, and this invest- 
j}ment becomes extremely risky 
| where wide disk coverage is not 
| available. If the “exclusive” disk 
| rendition doesn’t click, the tune 





Record Industry Assn. Projects 
Disk Fetes as Promotional Pitch 





-# The Record Industry Assn. of 


Red Hot Poppa 


Frankie Laine, who's been 
tagged With several monikers 
on his own home grounds, re- 
ceived a new’ appellation last 
week from a London columnist 
reporting on Laine’s Palladium 
date. 

Peter Foster, writing in the 
London Observer, referred to 
Laine as a male _ Sophie 
Tucker. “The First of the Red 
Hot Poppas, shall we say?” 


Ros Wants Out 








Recent attempts by England’s 
Latino orch leader Edmundo Ros 


| to pull out of his pact with London 


Records have been blocked by the 
diskery. Ros, who has two more 
years to go on his four-year deal 
with London, has been stymied in 
his efforts to win an amicable 
termination agreement or a buy- 
out of his pact. 

Ros, who arrived in New York 
from London last week on a prowl 
for Latune material, says _ his 





|none of the other disk companies 
will even consider touching it. 





| (Continued on page 42) 
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Music Trust Fund 
Gets $946,000 In 
‘Disk Contributions 


| 
| Indicating a steady rise in disk | 
| sales over the past couple of years, 
the Music Performance Trust Fund 
'received $946,000 in contributions 
from the disk companies during 
| the first half of this year. Total 
| compares with the $870,000 re- 
ceived in the same period last year. 
| The MPTF, set up by the American 
Federation of Musicians and the 
| disk companies under the trustee- 
| ship of Samuel R. Rosenbaum, uses 
| the coin for sponsoring free con- 
| certs with AFM musicians. 

MPTF figures reveal that 1,187 
| disk companies and 136 electrical 
| transcription outfits are licensed by 
|the AFM. Of these, however, 789 
reported no sales and an additional 

110 disk companies and five e.t. 
| outfits were cancelled due to finan- 
| cial default. 
| The MPTF has already allocated 

$1,000,000 for disbursements in the 

| second half of this year, beginning 
|in July. This compares with $800,- 
| 000 allocated in the first half of | 
| this year and $900,000 for the last 
| half of 1951. During the first half | 
| of 1952, the Fund approved 3,567 | 
| separate projects calling for 6,352 | 
performances in which 54,000 in- 
strumentalists participated. Oper- 
| ating expenses during the first half 
| of 1952 were $57,000 compared to 
| $68,000 for the same period last | 
| year. 


CAPITOL KNOCKING 
| FOR MARILYN MONROE 


Marilyn Monroe, who has scored 
in pix, is skedded to move into the 
| shellac field via a tie-up with Capi- 
‘tol Records. Cap is currently dick- 
ering with Miss Monroe for a long- 
term deal as a pop vocalist. 

Anent Miss Monroe, tunesmiths | 
Ervin Drake and Jimmy Shirl 
whipped up a special number for, 
a party giyen in her honor on the 
| Coast recently by orch leader Ray | 
| Anthony. Tune, titled “Marilyn,” 
was picked up for publication by | 
Artie Mogull and Anthony cut the 














- 


*a 


song on the Cap label, 


From the disk companies’ view- | 


squawk with the diskery is based 
|on London’s releasing and distri- 
bution setup in the U.S. Accordirig 
to Ros, London isn’t geared to 
buck the big companies here so his 
disks continue to get lost in the 
shuffle. Ros claims that he cut 
“Delicado” two months before 
Percy Faith’s Columbia etching 
hit the market but his rendition 
was nonetheless too late to dent 
the U.S. market. 

Ros has had offers to sign with 
several U.S. majors but London is | 
keeping his hands tied for the next 
|\two years by holding him to its 
| contract. 


| SATCHMO SET FOR 








Louis Armstrong has been set 
on a European tour by Joe Glaser’s 
Associated Booking Corp. Arm- 
strong will play Sweden, Switzer- 
land and Germany. Other dates 
will be lined up. 

The one-night concerts will start 
either Sept. 20 or 27 and he'll work 
until Oct. 5 or 12 on dates already 
set. He'll work with a _ seven- 
piece band. 


Julian T. Abeles Abroad 
On Metro-20th Business 


Julian T. Abeles (& Bernstein), 
special copyright counsel to Metro 
|and 20th Century-Fox, among other 


| film and music interests, flys over 
| this weekend to London for a cou- 


ple of weeks’ legal powwows with 
| Ben Goetz, Sam Eckman, Jr. and 
Loew’s and 20th British barristers. 


It focuses around the Francis, 
Day & Hunter deal which Abeles 
set up last spring when he clip- 
| pered to London. It calls for Me- 
tro and 20th to operate their Brit- 
ish music pub affiliations on a 
more autonomous basis, but still in 
cooperation with FD&H. 











|TV production scene on behalf of 
his clients. 


Donn Tibbetts’ Switch 


Manchester, N. H., Sept. 2. 

Donn Tibbetts moved over 
from WKXL, Concord, to WFEA | 
in Manchester this week, continu- 
|ing his disk jockey assignment on | 
the new ouilet. Both stations are 
/CBS affiliates. 

In his new spot, Tibbetts is also 
slated to do play-by-play sports- 
casting. 








| 


| 


From London 


America is currently prepping a 
series of record festivals as another 
step in its institutional promotion 
campaign for the disk industry. 
RIAA plans to enlist the services 
of all the record companies 
for the festivals which will include 
forums and seminars on classical, 
pops and kidisks, tie-ins. with 
dealers and distributors and per- 
sonal appearances by major disk 
artists. 

Plans for the series, which are 
still being formulated by RIAA 
staffers, call for a festival preem in 
an eastern city. Hartford, Conn., 
will probably be the teeoff town 
because of its proximity to New 
York and its classification as one 
of the top record towns in the east. 
Date for the preem festival has not 
yet been set but it’s expected to 
kickoff in late September or early 
October. 

Although each diskery will send 
| its publicity staffers in to assist the 
RIAA staff, it will be an all-out in- 
dustry pitch with no single com- 
pany coming in for any special 
bows. The initial festival will be 
measured for impact by the RIAA 
and diskery brass before any fol- 
low up plans for other cities are 
made. 


Capitol Bids To 
Blitz Pop Field 
With Star P’kage 








EUROPE THIS FALL 


Abeles will also o.o. the British , 


Capitol Records unveiled a new 
| merchandise plan last week which 
| the diskery has tabbed “an all-star 
| release.” Plan, which was ini- 
tiated to give Cap’s distributors 
maximum selling power, consists 
of including waxings of the disk- 
ery’s top artists in the same week’s 
release. Heretofore, Cap had spread 
out its artists’ releases so that no 
more than two or three of its stars 
would hit the market at the same 
time. 

At recent national sales con- 
clave, however, it was decided that 
blanketing the market with its pop 
stable would enable Cap to take 
the lead in cisk sales around the 
country. Diskery previously had 
experimented with the “all star” 
release in the country field. 

Packaged in last week's pop re- 
leases were platters by Nat ang 
| Cole, Kay Starr, Ella Mae Morse 
Tennessee Ernie, Billy May, ooh 
ny Mercer, Stan Kenton and Mar- 
garet Whiting. Cap’s powerhouse 
duo, Les Paul-Mary Ford, were 
omitted from the initial “all star” 
grouping because they’re currently 
riding high with “Meet Mister Cal- 
laghan,” which was released sey- 
eral weeks ago. 

Cap has no set pattern for the 
future releases of its pop “all star” 
packages but a diskery spokesman 
said that they'll be ready with a 
new package as soon-as the sales 
impact of the preceding one has 
dissipated. 


ECKSTINE-SHEARING 
OPEN TOUR IN L.A. 


Billy Eckstine and George Shear- 
ing will tee off their third consecu- 
| tive cross-country concert tour at 
the Shrine Auditorium, Lous An- 
geles, Sept. 12. The 10-week trek, 
| which is almost booked solid, winds 
in Washington’s National Guard 
Armory Nov. 23. 

Bash is being booked through 














William Morris, repping Eck- 
| stine, ond Shaw Artists, repping 
| Shearing. 


| M-G-M Inks Heywood 
| Eddie Heywood was inked by 
M-G-M Records last week for the 
| diskery’s Keyboard Kings album 
releases. 

Heywood’s first album will hit 
jthe market Sept. 12, 
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VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 

















Coin Machines 


= — 
Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 


Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Disks 


as Published in the Current Issue 


for 





Retail Sheet Music 





- WEEK ENDING AUGUST 30 == 





POSITIONS 
This Last 
week. week. 
] 1 
3 
a 10 
5 q 
6 5 
7 6 
8 ‘3 
9 8 
10 9 
POSITIONS 
This Last 
week, week. 
1 1 
2 3 
3 2 
+ ‘a 
5 4 
6 6 
7 5 
8 9 
9 7 
10 8 





NOTE: oe current comparative 


two ways in the case of talent (disks 








| 


of tunes (disks, coin machines, sheet music). 
TALENT 
ARTIST AND LABEL TUNE 
: , (Half as Much 
ROSEMARY CLOONEY (Columbia) ........... ) Botch-A-Me 


EDDIE FISHER (Victor)... {I'm Yours 


eeeeeeveeeeeeeee 


sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder is 
system comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated pr Bens These Tidings « are correlated with data from wider sources, whic h are exclusive 
with Variety. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
veloped from the ratio of points scored: 
and three ways in the case 


, coin machines), 


*-)Wish You Were Here 


We Eee A EOMOOND ...cce SaleGakecdeuesscs Auf Wiederseh’n 
JO STAFFORD (Columbia).........sesseeeees. Fonhelaest $0.2 
NAT (KING) COLE (Capitol)...........06+5 eae nie bt War 
FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia)................. High Noon 
FRANKIE LAINE-D. DAY (Columbia)........ Sugarbush 
HUGO WINTERHALTER (Victor)............-. ' Vanessa 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia) .........s0eseeee+ Delicado 
AL MARTINO (BBS).........e+sseeeee++++-+- Here in My Heart 
TUNES 

TUNE PUBLISHER 
AUF WIEDERSEH’N SWEETHEART .... sa tne Hill-R 
WISH YOU WERE HERE..... eae aeW ad dkawreat te ssceeeaee needs Chappell 
HALF AS MUCH ... POE eer ry erT TTIETTT. TITEL TTT tt Acuff-R 
YOU BELONG TO ME ..... cccccccccccccscccccccvcccs cvccces Ridgeway 
BOTCH-A-ME ...... cobb Jieéasccbbn tues esweterens Hollis 
SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY . pesdweteadesekaeeeheerten United 
WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME . cesadeke ti ee eer e DeSylva-8-H 
gg, EER sbeeddsdedaekees bAebbabe+ess Gheéoet Feist 
DEE ACADO .. cccccccccccecccecpetescecccsccceccctcs sectcccccens Remick 
BLUE TANGO ........... _ Mills 


coming Metro pic, 









































































































































VARIETY - 
Survey of retail sheet musie g sie & P 
sales, based on reports obtained E 019 aio 
from leading stores in 12 cities S £i¢ viel. 
and showing comparative sales ree els 2 £\0 gli 
rating for this and last week. 8 = : e|¢ nd, be g a | 5 ° 
(/S/ElElEls).(2 8 /=/ 2/5] 4 
- a : = Z 8 = 3 < 3S & oa L 
oi tT of ei Sig P 
ators Week Ending |7|§}2|%|o\2|/=)2\2)2 <2] 8 
Ratin © Pi ZisiPls 
* AKugust 30 [Flelelelelslzieielelzizls 
This Last Bis SiElelalsleleielei 7 
s — 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher oas 5 6 8 : Siz lSOlalials § jf! 8 
1 1 “Auf Wiederseh’n” (Hill-R)...... 2 1 1 a 1 1 3 1 1 1 4 6 106 
2 2 “Half As Much” (Acuff-R)....... at i a ee. 1 3 3.3 (90 
3 7  #“Wish You Were Here” (Chappell) 4 4 4 5 5 4 .. 8 a, ont 1 4 68 
4 3 “Blue Tango” (Mills)..........-. ot a 8 a Se a 7. “os 
5 5 “Botch-a-Me” (‘Hollis)........--- an Se Sh, ae 5 = So Mime 48 
6 4 “Walkin’ My Baby Home” (D.B.H.) 4 2 3 10 8 S$ 2 le A 46 
7 10 “Somewhere Along Way” (United) 7 6 . ow Ff. ££ 5 5 
8 6 “I'm Yours” (Algonquin)......... 9 7 10 4 6 5 6 9 7 8 42 
9 8  “Delicado” (Remick)..........+-- re sa oe 9 8 34 
i010 “You Belong To Me” ‘Ridgeway).. 1 10 ,, 2 .. Ay 5... & 
li ii “Here In My Heart” ‘Mellin)..... 4 aa + ; 6 10 8 2 ~ 
42 .. “I Went to Your Wedding” (Hill-R) sa nm errr 
13 ~*~ of Fire” (Duchess). a a. ee 18 
14 “Luna Rossa” (B VC)..n mn ae ME wren rarer ; 


-—|RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|— 


« 














ae 


Inside Orchesiras—Music 


M-G-M Records is prepping release of Sheb Wooley’s “A Cowboy 


|Had Ought To Be Single” along the same lines as Capitol’s recent 
| waxing of Tex Ritter’s ‘ 


‘High Noon.” Ritter, a Cap pactee, sang the 
' tune in the Staniey Kramer pic of the same name and although he 
'wasn’t seen on the screen, the diskery. used the Ritter platter in con- 
junction with the pic’s exploitation. Wooley has a similar chore on a 
‘Cowboy Had Ought To Be Single,” which will be heard in the forth- 
“A Sky Full of Moon.” Platter will be used to pro- 


mote the pic. Wooley, incidentally, thesps the role of one of the 


heavies in “High Noon.” 

“The Glow Worm,” tune written 50 years ago, was dusted off and 
given a new lyric treatment recently for a revival push by E. B. Marks 
Music. Tune was originally written by Paul Lincke, music, and Lilla 


Cayley Robinson, lyrics. The renovated lyric was penned by Johnny 


, Mercer 


w«-Disk Companies’ Best Sellers... 


besianhalel ates ARTIST 


‘.. MEET MR. CALLAGHAN Les Paul-Mary Ford 
TAKE ME IN YOUR ARMS AND HOLD ME 
i — SND BAIEMEES .  AcRG 6060S ccwccmes Tennessee Ernie 


o. 


BLACKBERRY BOOGIE 


3. KAY’S LAMENT Kay Starr 


FOOL, FOOL, FOOL 


4. SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY ..Nat (King) Cole 


WHAT DOES IT TAKE 


5. WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME Nat (King) Cole 


FUNNY 


COLUMBIA 


1, YOU BELONG TO ME Jo Stafford 


PRETTY BOY 


2. JAMBALAYA Jo Stafford 


eee eee eee ee ee ee 


EARLY AUTUMN 


3. HALF AS MUCH Rosemary Clooney 


POOR WHIP POOR WILL 


4. HIGH NOON Frankie Laine 


ROCK OF GIBRALTAR 
5. BOTCH-A-ME .. Rosemary Clooney 


ON THE FIRST WARM DAY 


CORAL 


1. STRING ALONG 
ABSENCE MAKES THE HEART GROW FONDER 


2. YOU’LL NEVER GET AWAY 
THE HOOKEY SONG 


3. TAKES TWO TO TANGO 
LET THERE BE LOVE 


4. JAMBALAYA Neal Hefti-Frances Wayne 


? 
+ 
* 
? 
+ 
BELLE BOTTOM POLKA 
5. TILL THE END OF THE WORLD ......Pinetoppers =| 


Ames Bros. 
Don Cornell & Teresa Brewer 


Pearl Bailey 


TWO FACED CLOCK 


DECCA 


1, SHOULD I Four Aces 


ee ee ee 


THERE’S ONLY TONIGHT 


B, Wee We Vc aie kecc dene ndsbevaaban Leroy Anderson 


BELLE OF THE BALL 


3. WISH YOU WERE HERE Guy Lombardo 


rr 


HONKY TONK SWEETHEART 


4. ZING A LITTLE ZONG 
MAIDEN OF GUADALUPE 


. Bing Crosby & Jane Wyman 


5S BLUE & SENTIMENTAL ............-sssccees Mills Bros. 


JUST WHEN WE’RE FALLING IN LOVE 


Patti Page 


re 


I WENT TO YOUR WEDDING 


2. AUF WIEDERSEH’N SWEETHEART .... 
I DON’T, WANT TO TAKE A CHANCE 


3. ROSANNE 
TAKE MY HEART 


4. SO MADLY IN LOVE 
MAKE ME LOVE YOU 


5. MADEMOISELLE 
I DIDN’T KNOW ANY BETTER 


..Eddy Howard 
vista oe Os Ska as 30 b6686 60 Vic Damone 
cs eeeeneceunpedeeen es Georgia Gibbs 


Edd y Howard 


“see ewaeeeree 


M-G-M 

1, LUNA ROSSA . 
I'LL FORGET YOU 

2.. BEYOND THE NEXT HILL 
TILLIES TANGO 

3. STRANGE SENSATION 
HAVE A GOOD TIME 

4. INDIAN LOVE CALL 
SAN ANTONIO ROSE 

5. HIGH NOON 
PADAM PADAM 


WET Teter! Trt Te Alan Dean 
sb cokeséeoe eoeees... Acquaviva 
eee cececccoes e.+.---Billy Eckstine 
PTT rT .+.... Four Horsemen 


. Bill Hayes 


er ee ee ee ee 


RCA VICTOR 

1. WISH YOU WERE HERE 
THE HAND OF FATE 

2. VANESSA ... 
SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY 

3. HOT LIPS ... 
HOTTER THAN A PISTOL 

4. I WENT TO YOUR WEDDING 
THE BOOGIE WOOGIE FLYING CLOUD 

5. SWEETHEARTS HOLIDAY 
MY LOVE AND DEVOTION 


Eddie Fisher 


eemac Hugo Winterhalter 


oh vil Maketies 6 0 020 tea cececce.. Spike Jonge 


ee. ch hnaoe ae eak 4% Perry Como 


MERCURY 
1, YOU BELONG TO ME . 
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38 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 
in the southwest and midwest for 


RAY ANTHONY BOOKED rig ne = x sor gcre aaiet —_ F D to Victor 
WELL INTO NEXT YEAR Thunderbir d ‘Hotel, Las Vegas. ; | didiedecee’ oe ~ptk, pre 


Ray Anthony orch, which has | . ong ag J — to rise aor recently obtained her release from 
sage : sa | Jan. or a four-wee ooking | Decca Records, pacted with RCA 
been hitting a solid boxoffice stride iat the Hotel Statler’s Cafe Rouge Victor last week. 


for the past two years, has already ‘and has been signed for his fourth! Miss Hayes’ initial sides for Vic- 


been booked well into 1953. Cur-/ annual date at the Hollywood Paj-| tor, which will be. released next 
rently on a one-nighter wing in | ladium next July. Anthony has also, week, are “You Belong To Me” 
the far west, the Anthony crew will | been lined up for 40 college dates| backed by “That’s What A Song 
remain on the short-stand circuit ' during the next year. | Will Do.” F 


ONE OF THE TRULY 


The World-Famous Instrumental Hit Now Published 
with JOHNNY MERCER’S New, Exciting Lyric .. . 


EARLY AUTUMN 


- Words by JOHNNY MERCER 
Original Music by RALPH BURNS and WOODY HERMAN 


Tamara Hayes Shifts 
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~~ There’s a dance pa - vil-ion in the rain All shut-tered down A wind-ing coun-try lane \ 
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—— That spring of ours that start-ed so A-pril-heart-ed seemed made for just a boy and 
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girl. I nev-er dreamed, did yov, an - y fall could come in view so 
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ear - ly, Dar -ling,if you care. please let me know —I'll meet you an-y-where \\ 
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*—I miss you so Let's nev-er have to share— 


Copyright 1949, Charling Music Corp., New York, N.Y. = 
Copyrieet signed 1952, UrSewell Masse tee, New York, N. Y. - 


New English Lyric and Music Adaptation, Copyright 1952, Cromwell Music Inc., New York, N.Y, 


New RECORD RELEASES 





CROMWELL MUSIC: Inc. 666 Fifth Avenue, New York 19, N. Y. 





LORING BUZZELL, Gen. Prof. Mgr. LUCKY WILBER, West Coost Rep. ZY | 





‘\the duo belts out in a bouncing, 


es 











Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 





| Best Bets 


| MILLS BROS.... 


...+..,.THE GLOW-Wwory 


CPEs 4d ch MEOM ORO MEAS 00h doen ee eek ck . ..... After All 
JOHNNIE BRAY... ccccvcces:, FAITH CAN MOVE MOUNTAINS 
(Columbia). . i... scccecccess. Tee, ory yee Love Me 
NAT (KING) COLE....... .. BECAUSE YOU'RE MINE 
(Capitol) . .. I’m Never Satisfied 


ELLA MAE MORSE-TENN. ERNIE....FALSE HEARTED GIR} 


(Capitol) 


Se Hog Tied Over You 








Mills Bros.-Hal McIntyre Orch: 
\*The Glow-Worm”-“After All” 
(Decca). The 50-year old.standard, 
“The Glow-Worm,” which recently 
has ‘been given a new lyric by 
Johnny Mercer, get a solid push up 
the -eomeback trail via the Mills 


bo delivers the sparkling Mercer 
wordage with an appealing zest 
and a slick harmony technique. Hal 
MclIntyre’s orch adds to the spirit. 
A surefire click in every spinning 
outlet. “After All” is a better than 
average ballad entry given a vivid 
interpretation. Rates plays. 
Johnnie Ray: “Faith Can Move 
Mountains’-“Love Me” (Colum- 
bia). Ray’s tortured-tonsil tech- 
nique should pay off again via this 
etching. On “Faith ‘Can Move 
Mountains,” a semi-religioso bal- 
lad, Ray hits with a solid line of 
emotional pyrotechnics that will 
click with his devotees. ‘Love 


bracket potential. 

Nat (King) Cole: “Because 
|You’re Mine”-“I’m Never Satis- 
|fied” (Capitol). ‘Cole has some 
strong competition on his “Because 
You’re Mine” cut (Mario Lanzo, 
Victor; John Raitt, Decca and Billy 
Eckstine, M-G-M) but it’s a potent 
version that will give the earlier 
starters a run for the top brackets. 





Metro pic have been in the big- 





“No Two People” on whic Kave 
gets a sock assist from Jane Wy. 
man. It’s a lilting romantic item 
which has a gay and ingratiating 
quality. Other diskeries will prob- 


: , |ably hop on it with their guy-gal 
| Bros. effervescent workover. Com-| 
| 


tandems. “‘Thumbalina” and “Won. 
derful Copenhagen” have some 
spark but seem meaningless out of 
the pic’s context. “Anywhere [ 
Wander” is in the pop ballad genre 
but gets a bit too cumbersome for 
clicko impact. Kaye works through 
all sides in his usual mellow-voiced 
style while Jenkins lends a stand- 
out backing job. 

June Valli: “Taboo” - “Mighty 
Lonesome Feelin’”’ (Victor). June 
Valli continues to impress as a 
warbler who's due for a top bracket 
etching. This coupling, however, 
is not it. She generates an exotic 
and exciting mood on “Taboo” but 


Me” is in a pounding rhythmic | ?¢ gets too involved melodically 


groove which Ray delineates for | 
top impact. Both sides are hit! 


and lyrically for sock commercial 
values. Pleasant ballad on the re- 
verse, is better suited to her wist- 
ful styling and rates spins. Harry 
Salter’s orch supplies a standout 
backing. 

Kay Starr: “Comes A-Long 
A-Love”’-“Three Letters’ (Capitol), 
“Comes A-Long A-Love” is a crisp, 


| rhythmic number which could give 
|Miss Starr another top-spin plat- 


ter. Lyric idea, which is above 


| average, is set against a lively 


Previous shellac covering of the} 
title tune from the forthcoming | 


|voiced grandiose styling, Cole, | 


| however, sticks to his tender and 


iat 
ad , “ NS | sincere reading groove making it | 
. 
i \\ |a sock contender for big coin. Cole | 
i N SS 


lis in a livelier mood on “I’m Never | 


Satisfied’”’ giving it a geod spin- 
ning potential. Nelson Riddle orch 
backs tastefully. 

Ella Mae Morse-Tennessee Er- 
nie: “False Hearted Girl'’-“I’m 
Hog-Tied Over You” (Capitol). 
Coupling of Ella Mae Morse and 
Tennessee Ernie on a pair of al- 
falfa tunes- should. payoff big for 
Capitol, especially in the gprass- 
roots. The etching also has the 
kind of rocking beat and cornfed 
lyric that could click in the urban 
jukes. “False Hearted Girl” is a 
fast paced rhythmic entry which 


twanging fashion. Reverse is given 
the same treatment but the num- 
ber’s lyric imagery is less appeal-, 
ing. Cliffie Stone’s orch supplies 
more of the “right off the cob” 
flavor. 

Don Cornell-Teresa Brewer:! 
“You'll Never Get Away”-“The} 
Hookey Song” (Coral). Teamdp of | 
Don Cornell and Teresa Brewer on 
a pair of novelty numbers adds up | 
to only moderate platter fare. Tan- | 
dem works well together but mate- | 
rial never comes off. Get some zing 
into “You'll Never Get Away” but | 
for the most part it’s handled with | 
a studied cuteness that doesn’t ring | 
true. “Hookey” is in a similar vein. | 

Sammy Kaye Orch: “It Wasn’t | 
God Who Made Honky Tonk An-! 
gels’-“I Went To Your Wedding” | 
(Columbia). Although the two num.- | 
bers waxed by the Sammy Kaye 
orch on this coupling already have | 
broken out on other labels (‘“‘An- | 
gels” via Kitty Wells on Decca; | 
“Wedding” via Patti Page on Mer- 
cury) it’s still a sock entry and} 
should score especially in the juke 
market. “Angels,” a hokey folk 
item, is given a delightful tongue- | 
in-cheek reading by the Kave crew 
and chorus. The sentimental “Wed- 
ding” on the flip is adroitly han- 
dled by Kaye with a lush orch and 
choral setting. 

Danny Kaye-Gordon Jenkins 
Orch: “No Two People’’-“"Thumba- 
lina;” “Anywhere I Wander’-‘‘Won- | 
derful Copenhagen” (Decca). Four | 
ot Frank Loesser’s tunes for the | 
forthcoming Sam Goldwyn pic, } 
“Hans Christian Andersen,” are | 
tricked, off via these two Decca 
platters featuring Danny Kaye. | 
who's starred. in the pic. and the) 
Gordon Jenkins orch. It’s a pleas-| 
ant but average score and _ it's) 
doubtful if any of the tunes, in-| 
dividually, will break out en the| 
pop market. Disk sales will prob- | 
ably be hypoéd after’ pic’s release | 


but it'll appeal more to ‘collectors | 
than te the pap buying. trade. Tune | 


with best commercial potential is 


melodic pattern and Miss Starr 
gives it the kind of zestful reading 
that goes big with jocks and jukes. 
“Three Letters,” a melancholy 
item out of the rhythm and blues 
field, is long on lyric and short on 
melody. Doubtful commercial pos- 
sibilities. 











BREAKING 


for a Big Hit! 








‘Mademoiselle’ 


with 


Mh 
HWA 


Paired with 


e 


‘| Didn't Know 
Any Better’ 


Also Showing 
Lots of Activity 


MERCURY 


No. 5898 and 5898X45 
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ike Tae 


ye eetta | week on busi incidental with 
Frank Kelton, Ex-B’wayite, | being ‘the delegate from the Hol- 


Likes That New Type Of 
Music Biz in Nashville 


Frank B. Kelton, vet music man, 
is one Broadwayite gone hillbilly 
in a large manner and makes no 
bones about his leanings towards | 
Nashville, Tenn., where he now op-| 
erates Kenny Music (named after 
his 6-year-old adopted son), a BMI 





lywood post of the American Le- 
gion of which he is a charter mem- 
ber. While a longtime resident in 
New York and Nashville, the Hol- 
lywoodans picked on Kelton to be 
their representative to the conven- 
tion, which he takes to be a signal 
personal honor. 

Kelton cites the local impact of 
deejay Gene Nobles on WLAC and 
WSM; and of how Randy Wood, 
who operates merely as Randy’s, 
does an astoundipg mail-order rec- 


firm; and Tennessee Music, an/ ord business, solely through deejay 
ASCAP affiliate. Sam Seligman,! plugs (he sponsors Nobles), from a 
local realtor and_ industrialist | little town of Gallatin, Tenn., some 


prominent in Tennessee politics 
is his bankroller. 


Kelton, who has been with 
Harms, Robbins. Shapiro-Bern- 
stein (at one time he operated S-B 
when he,.was married to one of 
Louis Bernstein’s daughters), is 
enthused with the homespun at- 
mosphere of this segment of Tin 
Pan Alley and yet concedes there | 
is an enterprise and native savvy | 
to the “country music” exponents | 
which “will continue to write rings | 
around some of our so-called w'se- | 
guys in the Paddock’s and Lindy’s 
belt, whose sun rises and sets 
around the Brill Bldg.” 

Kelton works in close accord 
with Fred Rose and his son, Wes-| 
ley Rose, who operate the success- 
ful Acuff-Rose Music firm which}! 
has produced such a wealth of! 
country and hillbilly hits in re-| 
cent years. Roy Acuff, the cowboy 
singer, is virtually an absentee 
landlord and that goes also for his 
wife, Mildred, both being content! 
wth the Roses’ operation of their 
highly successful business. 

Kelton went to New York last! 


20 miles out of Nashville. Since 
then Randy Wood has gone into 
the music publishing business as 
Randy-Smith (Beasley), and have 
one song, “Trying,” breaking nicely 
for them. Beasley Smith inciden- 
tally is the musical director at 
WSM. 





Deejay Alan Freed 


Gett’»« Over Polio 


Cleveland, Sept. 2. 

Alan (Moon areed, Cleve- 
land disk jockey who has been suc- 
cessfully promoting dance band 
one-niters in this area, is current- 
ly recovering from polio, 

It isn’t expected to have any ill 
effects. 





Coral Inks Saunders 


Vocalist Jimmy Saunders has 
been added to Coral Records pop 
artists stable. Saunders previously 
etched for the now defunct Sig- 
nature label. 

His initial Coral sides were cut 
last week with the Ray Bloch orch. 
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AND FORECAST Of 


L Y'S SONG #H 





TOP & | WENT TO YOUR WEDDING (Hill & Range) — Patti Page ithe disk he’s spinning. 
(Mer.) has another "smash." Billboard rates disc 
a top "PICK" and "a striking piece of material." 


“PICK” 


Cash Box believes it "can outsell and overshadow 

her phenomenal waxing of TENNESSEE WALTZ", and 

names it SLEEPER OF THE WEEK. Variety says, “this 

is a money platter." Steve Gibson's Red Caps 

(Vic.) originated the tune, while Hank Snow's 

(Vie. ) folk version hits the Cash Box "BULLSEYE.®* 
xknwekke 


“DISK 
OF THE 


4 TAKE ME IN YOUR ARMS AND HOLD ME (Hill & Range) 
— Les Paul and Mary Ford (Cap.) continue their 


blaze of hits. Cash Box names it "DISK OF THE WEEK." 


WEEK" 


Billboard gives it a "PICK." 


zkkkekr 


"EXCELS” 4 YOU'RE MY DESTINY 


(Wemar) — "A brilliant perform- 


ance is most capably presented by Alan Dale 
(Coral)", reports Cash Box for its "DISK OF THE 


. WEEK." Billboard 


rates it "excellent" (82) and 


"disk could break out." 
kkekeke 
“SEST 4 HESITATION (Mellin)—Billboard nominates Hugo Winter- 
BET" halter's (Vic.) newest instrumental as "PICK" of 
the week. Cash Box rates it a "BEST BET.” 
kkekekrk 


NOVELTY 
“PicK” 


4 TOO OLD TO CUT THE MUSTARD (Acuff-Rose) — Sur- 
prise novelty of the year, 


eaming Rosemary 


Clooney and film star Marlene Dietrich (Col.), 

comes out as a top Billboard *"PICK.* Disk getting 

tremendous play. Cash Box rates it "very good.” 
zkaxekkre 


@RADE “A” 


4 YOU COULD MAKE ME SMILE AGAIN (Park Lane) — Tony 


Bennett (Col.) rolls out a grade A ballad for a 
Cash Box "DISK OF THE WEEK." Billboard regards it 


"excellent." 


zx*weawkk* 


BILLBOARD 
“PICK” 


& WHEN SWALLOWS SAY GOODBYE (Hill & Rangej — The 
"Auf Wiederseh'n"® girl, Vera Lynn (Lon.) comes 
up with a strong follow-up in this Billboard 


"PICK." Dise rates a Cash Box "DISK OF THE WEEK." 
xk*wekekwk 


[non-exclusive BM!) 


& SAY YOU'LL WAIT FOR ME (Hollis) —A string of plat- 


OVER ters, including Al Martino (Cap.), Bill Hayes 
(MGM), Dolores Gray-Sy Oliver (Dec.) and Sarah 
Vaughan (Col.) are putting this tune over. Cash 
Box gives the nod and a "BEST BET® to Hayes. 


* 


xx*«r* 


BIGGER “ JUNGLE FANTASY (Duchess) — Deejays are backing 


THAN this Noro Morales hit instrumental of four years 
EVER ago, now out in a new release by Percy Faith 
(Col. ). Faith's version is likely to make the tune 
bigger than ever. 
x*x* kkk 
SHOWS 4 YOU LIKE (Gale & Gayles) — "Cute novelty with a Latin 
STRONG beat", is Variety's report of Guy Lombardo's (Dec. } 
waxing. Ditty shows strong possibilities through 
discs by Helen O'Connell (Cap.) and Eileen Barton 
(Coral). 
xkKkekKKk* 
SELLS 4 TINGO TANGO (Eastern) — Paul Bruno (Abbey) is a 
BIG "potential Martino,® reports the Cleveland News. 


Platter hit a 40 





»000 sales mark in three weeks. 


BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


S80 FIFTH AVENUE. 






NEW YORK 2. sN 


VARIETY 


$F 4504440444404 


BOTCH-A-ME (9) (Hollis). . 


HIGH NOON (1) (Feist) ... 


LUNA ROSSA (BVC) .......... 
MAYBE (10) (Robbins)......... 


DELICADO (13) (Witmark)..... 


HERE IN MY HEART (13) (Mellin)........-ceccccecccssesserass 


ROSANNE (ABC) ............. 





LAMA AAAAAAAAAAAD AAA Ott tnt tine 
os 
eS Se2 Peppy » 


MEET MR. CALLAGHAN (Leeds) ........ pee e cee eerecceeeceees: 


KISS OF FIRE (15) (Duchess)... 


SHOULD.I (Robbins) ......... 


I’M YOURS (13) (Algonquin) 


BLUE TANGO (19) (Mills)....... 
LOVER (5) (Famous).......... 














Platter Spinners 


Continued from page 35 Genet 











| there’s a chance his aud won't like 





| The veiled references to disk 
| 

the whole music industry, he as- 
serts, and have shoved jockeys into 
the corner with such accusing} 
| questions from their listeners as| 
“how much would it cost me to get} 
a record of mine on your show” or | 
“you must be getting a lot of| 
money from the publisher to be| 
spinning that record as often as| 
you do.” Although Gilbert never 
has come across payola in his 
spinning years (at WOV, N.Y., and 
WMG\M, N.Y., and the KTYL post 
since 1946), he admits that there 
may be some who accept payola 
but he’s sure they’re in the mi- 
nority and should be weeded out 
of the industry. 

During Gilbert’s Gotham visit, 
he guested on several local radio 
shows and cut tapes with a flock 
of wax artists. Before heading 
home, he hopped down to Atlantic 
City to finalize some biz for the 
Miss Arizona Pageant which will 
be held in Phoenix Nov. 17-18. 
He’s manager of the fete. 





Houston Symph’s 175G Drive 
Houston, Sept. 2. 
Houston Symphony = Orchestra 


campaign is set to start there on 
Sept. 10 and close on Sept. 26. 


A goal of $175,000 has been es- 
tablished for the 1952-53 season. 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 23) 
London, Aug. 26. 





Homing Waltz.......... Reine 
Auf Wiederseh’n..... Maurice 
Oe rrr Robbins 
Blue Tango..... paeeceas Mills 
+ yy 0 Mellin 
fe. Re Duchess 
aad eek as eee 6 3 D.&H. 


Time Say Goodbye.. Pickwick 
Day of Jubilo ...... Connelly 
Blacksmith S3lues... Chappell 
Pawnshop Corner. .Cinephonic 


Second 12 


Se Ie Re iiss Baki Wright 
Meet Mister Callaghan... Toff 
Be Anything..... Cinephonic 
Won't Live in Castle Connelly 
Tell Me Why......... Morris 
Somewhere Along way. Magna 
Wheel of Fortune .. Victoria 
Gandy Dancers Ball. ..Disney 
Ay-round The Corner ...Dash 
When In Love...... Connelly 





YQU BELONG TO ME (1) (Ridgeway)..... ececcees 
HALF AS MUCH (12) (Acuff-R).............000s Coe eccvece 


SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY (3) (United)............. 


VANESSA (2) (E. H. Morris) 
NO | ee ey Pee 


WALKIN’ MY BABY BACK HOME (15) (DeSylva-B-H)...... 


ZING A LITTLE ZONG (Burvan).......ccccrccccccnevcvvvecess 
Pa DOG ee, Ce CORCORIIVE «ooo od Cio oc vdeccbas cdeecoevse 


SO MADLY IN LOVE. (Shapiro-B) .........ccccccsvcecvcvescers 


WALKIN’ TO MISSOURI (Hawthorne) .........sccceccccececess 


IN THE GOOD OLD SUMMERTIME (Marks). . 
{Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10] 
+ PESEESEPEPOEFEE EEF G694644664666664644646464666 








 & theses Chappell 
I'll Walk Alone....... "Morris 


Les Paul-Mary Ford 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines Mest a 2 


WISH YOU WERE HERE (4) (Chappelll)............seee0+, 


Eddie Fisher .......... Victor 
1 Spa 
AUF WIEDERSEH’N (11) (HIM-R).........02-seeeeceeeeees | Eady OE A Y Sean 
SiMe sake «4% saverecceevreneensess Rosemary Clooney .. +. Columbia 
ceccnecee 00 St@fford .......... Columbia 
Rosemary Clooney ... . Columbia 
{ Nat (King) Cole .... Capitol 
} Tony Bennett ....... Columbia 
ra TS oh tb 0500066006 bo kee Hugo Winterhalter Victor t 
Frankie Laine-D. Day ylumbig t 
{ Johnnie Ray lumbia ~ 
| Nat (King) Cole Capitol ? 
{ Frankie Laine Colur bia t 
ree chek * | Bill Hayes MGM ¢ 
Second Group : 
si baa. io ache ied aki meine ed aaa ee acbu oe Alan Dean j MGM t 
gas we chGC Se DM ewh eens ewe e bhek P. Como-E. Fisher ...... Victor 
RO ad och ic sew Columbia } 
onnd666d 6.00 C4640. 0400882 cneeroor dS Kenton en ar Capitol ¢ 
TO a BBS 
{Tony Bennett ........ Columbia 
POVTTTTTi TTT ie Vic Damone ..........Mercury 
{ Les Paul-Mary Ford ... Capitol 
| Harry Grove Trio ......London 
kr. OS ee Victor t 
CF Pe SS ara 1G. Gitbs .eees..Mercury 
|B. Eckstine ax. Ae 
Bing Crosby-J. Wyman . Decca t 
Kay Starr . .Capitol t 
se TEEN ETT OUCT eT Tee OY etre Four Aces Decca ¢ 
Georgia Gibhe ..... icscurg Y 
{ Eddie Fisher ......... Victor t 
Fete eee ee eeereeeereseseersereess ) Don Cornell ......... Coral 4 
Sammy Kaye ........ Columbia 
{ Leroy Anderson ....... Decca 
Avunes sd Seats da se R eu hes cies ) Hugo Winterhalter | Victor 
ERE ee LURE ET OF LE ee TORT Ce ee Peggy Lee-G. Jenkins Decca 


Capitol 


$4 200,000 Chi Legacy To | © Fund wit be wed 0 st 


| scholarships, 


research 


projects, 


N’ western Music School | additional teachers and the buying 


of instruments. 
Chicago, Sept. 2. 


Mrs. Eckstein was the widow of 


The will of Mrs., Elsie Eckstein, | Louis Eckstein, Chicago financier 
which was probated last week here,| and philanthropist who died in 


| jockey payola have blackmarked| ljeaves more than $4,200,000 to the | 1935. Both sponsored the Ravinia, 


Northwestern University School of ! Ill., Music Festival for many years, 
































PLAYS 


OH WILLIE j{ 
PLAY THAT THING 


MGM 11264 78 RPM 





Bill Krenz 


COAXING 
THE PIANO 


M-G’M RECORDS 
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’ JO STAFFORD . PATTI PAGE 
COLUMBIA MERCURY 
* 39811 5899 + 
DEAN MARTIN JONI JAMES 
CAPITOL MGM 
2165 11295 


Our Sincere Thanks 


to these 


STARS and RECORD COMPANIES 
* for giving us * 


FREDDY MARTIN ANOTHER SMASH HIT! SUE THOMPSON 


VICTOR MERCURY 


20-4893 xk kK * 6407 


“YOU BELONG T0 ME” 


written by 


> 4 PEE WEE KING, REDD STEWART, CHILTON PRICE a. 





JAN GARBER Pr ener HELEN FOSTER 
CAPITOL ° and 
2198 ; THE ROVER BOYS 
, Charlie Adams REPUBLIC 
RIDGEWAY MUSIC, INC. 7013 


6087 Sunset Bivd. Hollywood 


Archie Levington 


, x ALTON MUSIC CO. 
Woods Bidg. Chicago 
GRADY MARTIN st * 
and e Selling Agen 
SLEWFOOT 5 KEYS MUSIC, INC. TAMARA HAYES 
DECCA 146 W. 54th St. New York . VICTOR 
28388 ‘ 20-4943 
BUDDY LUCAS ENOCH LIGHT 
JUBILEE PROM 
5094 1018 





RIDGEWAY OFFICES: Hollywood, New York, Chicago, Louisville, Nashville, Dallas 
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New York 


Dick Lee, vocalist on the indie | 
Essex label, pacted by Music Corp. | 
of America ,.. . Eddie Heywood into | 
the Blue Mirror, Washington, | 
Sept. 12 . .. Georgia Gibbs head- | 
lining at the Michigan State Fair, | 
Detroit, for three days beginning | 





vocalist, quit orch Sunday (31) to} 
|be married... Alan Dean opens 
|at the Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, | 
'N. J., Sept. 12 .. . Norman Granz’ | 











Kansas City, 
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the Rice, Houston, Sept. 5... Stan_ 
Nelson Trio move upstairs to the 
main room of Old Heidelberg... 
Julio Moro has joined the Teddy 
Phillips band as a male vocalist 
- » » Chuck Cabot band plays a 
string of Army dates in Texas and 
Oklahoma in September befor 

coming into the Casa Loma Ball- 
room, St. Louis, Oct. 12, for two 


Ross Hall band winds up lopg 
run at Monte Carlo Sept. 18 and 
Bobby Cardillo crew goes back 
there the following night... 
Howdy Baum the new maestro of 





Fair .. . saxman Bill Owens severe- 


for the hit-and-run driver who) 
caused it. 


Kansas City 


Terrace Grill of the Hotel Mueh- | 
lebach is now closed Sundays and | 


has eliminated luncheon sessions, | 
now becoming a six-day week after 
many years of open every night... 


biz in the room .. . Stewart Scott | 
combo out of the Drum Room, Ho- 
tel President, into the Sylvania 
Club, Ottumwa, Ia., for two weeks. 
Crew then heads for a date in But- | 





stint at the Mayfair currently. ' 
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OF FATE 


Words and Music 
By PAT BALLARD 
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HONKY TONK SWEETHEART 


Words and Music by CARMEN LOMBARDO and-SUNNY CLAPP 


Recordings! GUY LOMBARDO — Decca * 


KENNY ROBERTS—Coral © 


LONZO and OSCAR—Decca 






CROMWELL MUSIC, Inc., 666 Fifth Ave., New York 19, N. Y. Lucky Wilber, West Coost Rep: 


Loring Buzzell, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
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Florida Com Switches to Las Vegas; 
Two More Hotels in Blueprint Stage 


Las Vegas, Sept. 2. 


Two more new hotels aside from 
the Sands and the Sahara are 
slated for the Las Vegas strip. 
Reports are one syndicate, headed 
by Sam Cohen, a Miami Beach 
builder in conjunction with Larue’s 
owner, Jerry Brooks, is negotiat- 
ing for a hotel to be erected near 
the track administration building. 
Another group headed by Sammy 
Mandarino, who has money in sev- 
eral Miami Beach niteries, has 
made a deal with the owner of 
the land parcel adjacent to the 
Thunderbird Hotel, to build a hotel 
which will be leased to that group. 


Both these inns will be com- 
plete with casino and will become 
major talent buyers. 

Operation of these two new spots 
will further complicate the Las 
Vegas picture. The major nitery 
owners already are faced with a 
shortage of names. Entry of the 
two previously announced hotels, 
the Sands and the Sahara, will 
make the competition for top 
names extremely keen. What will 
happen with two more spots in 
the Strip area is anybody’s guess. 

As a matter of fact, name short- 
age is so acute that the Thunder- 
bird is packaging its own units 
as a substitute. Jean Sablon and 
James Barton have been signed 
to head packages to be produced 
by Hal Braudis, Thunderbird’s en- 
tertainmeht buyer. 

At the same time, Las Vegas 
has been forced to pay more for 
talent than any other hotel or 
nitery in the country. Names that 
get $5,000 in that area can get 
nowhere near that price in other 
showshops. 





- EVELYN WEST'S $25,000 


‘TREASURE CHEST’ SUIT 


Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 


Stripper Evelyn West has filed a 
$25,000 damage suit against Char- 
lie Fox, who operates the local Al- 
vin and the Gayety, Milwaukee, 
burlesque houses, charging that he 
misappropriated her trademarked 
“treasure chest” designation in re- 
ferring .in advertising to other of 
his exotic dancer performers. 

In his answer to the complaint, 
Fox maintains that Miss West did 
not originate the expression per- 
taining to her allegedly insured 
bosom and that other strippers 
used it before her and have been 
using it in theatres other than his. 


Toronto’s Berserking Bulls 
Set Pace for Mile Race 


Toronto, Sept. 2. 

Participating in George A. 
Hamid’s afternoon vaude show at 
the 24-000-seat grandstand of the 
Canadian National Exhibition, 
three elephants of the Joe Hanson, 
Jr., animal troupe went berserk 
when a revolver shot in the infield 
started off over a score of sprint- 
ers in the men’s mile race. 

Elephants scattered other per- 
formers and_  stagehands when 
starting gun was fired, trumpeted 
their way across the track, with 
trunks aloft, among the runners, 
who probably never ran faster in 
their lives. Bellowing through the 
backstage trailer setup of the en- 
tertainers, the pachyderm trio 
finally trotted sedately into their 
Own vans, wth Hanson and his 
wife, Rosalie, in pursuit. Specta- 
tors thought it was part of the act 
but Wes Sante, Kansas City, win- 
ner of the foot race, never ran 
faster, though not clipping the 
record. 








Injunction on Zoning 


Vs. San Antonio Nitery 
San Antonio, Sept. 2. 
Suit for an injunction restraining 
Operation of a nitery in Castle 
Heights, a new section here, was 
filed in 45th District Court by 
Castle Hills Mayor E. W. Horton 
for the city council of the suburban 
community. 


Petition stated that Leslie Bow- | 


man, Jr., and Albert Huebner ran 


the spot in violation. of a compre- | 


hensive zoning ordinance, and that 
combined operation would cause 
injury to property holders in the 
area, described as predominantly 
residential. 





Greta Keller Back 


Viennese songstress Greta Kel- 
ler, longtime abroad, entertaining 
chiefly in Austrian and Swiss re- 
sorts, is back on the New York 
scene and will probably open Oct. 
16 in the Carnival Room of the 
Hotel Sherry-Netherland, N. Y. 


She is also readying for a role in 
“Time of the Cuckoo,” the Robert 
Whitehead production for ANTA. 


Can. Expo Coin 
Over 51 Gate 


Ottawa, Sept. 2. 


Despite a 50,000 attendance drop, 
Centra) Canada Exhibition claims 
it made more money this year than 
last. Management gave no figures, 
but it reported its 1952 net as more 
than 1951’s $139,523. 

Reasons for financial success in 
the face of sharply decreased at- 
tendance included a saving of more 
than $13,000 when giveaway auto- 
mobiles were eliminated, of $3,000 
by using a local name instead of 
star orchster on the dance stand, 
and cutting to a minimum the sale 
of low-priced advance tickets. 


In recent years, CCE worked 
hard to sell advance tickets at 
three for $1 (with gate price at 
50c), including changes on gratis 
car and other gimmicks. Only a 
few advance, cut-rate admissions 
were sold this year, and there were 
no gimmicks. 

CCE head office reported mid- 
way receipts down from 1951, but 
the grandstand (“Grandstand Fol- 
lies”) considerately up from last 
year. No figures were given. 


Wirtz Sets for Indpls. 
Preem in Oct.; Sonja To 
Beat ‘Follies’ Into Chi 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

Arthur M. Wirtz’s “Hollyweod 
Ice Revue” has repacted most of 
its stars of last year and gets un- 
derway at the Coliseum, Indianap- 
slis, Oct. 8 for 17 days. Barbara 
Ann Scott will headline again this 
year, with Andra McLaughlin and 
Carol Lynne as the other femme 
stars. Michael Kirby will have the 
male lead and Freddie Trenkler 
the top comedy spot. Three Bruises 
will also be featured. —~ 


Blade revue then heads into the 
St. Louis Arena, and on into new 
territory, starting with Denver and 
Omaha. After a Milwaukee stand, 
the show plays its traditional 
Christmas date at the home base, 
Chicago Stadium, through Jan. 18. 
It’s set for Madison Square Gar- 
den, New York, several days later. 
If Canadian arenas can offer suit- 
able dates, it’s probable the show 
will tour extensively there before 
going to Detroit and other midwest 
spots. 

The Wirtz show is currently in 
rehearsal at Chi Stadium. Bill 
Burke is assistant producer to 
Wirtz and Ludolf Kassebaum will 
direct. Ray Gaynor continues as 
stage manager and Paul Van Loan 
as musical conductor. Carl and 
Dorothy Littlefield will do the 
choreography. Tom King will flack. 

Sonja Henie opens her 1953 icer 
at the International Amphitheatre 
here Sept. 11, and runs through 
Oct. 5. Private showing will be 
held for American Assn. of Engi- 
neers Sept. 10. Route from Chicago 
has not been announced as yet. 

Chicago Arena gets into the act 
| Oct. 9 with Shipstads & Johnson’s 
| “Ice Follies of 1953.” 


Keaton’s 3-Weeker 
At Paris’ Medrano 


Buster Keaton, former film comic 
who’s been working television 
shows of late, has been signed for 
a threeweek stand at the Cirque 
Medrano, Paris. 

Deal was started by Jacques Me- 














recent N. Y. visit. 
‘Grade Agency completed it. 
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Koplar Vs. Koplar 
For St. Loo Names 


St. Louis, Sept. 2. 

The Koplar brothers, Sam and 
Nat, are vigorously competing with 
each other for trade and big at- 
tractions in their west end niteries. 
Although Sam ‘with his son, Har- 
old, managing the Chase Club, seem 
to have the edge thus far on class 
attractions for the forthcoming sea- 
son, Nat and his nephew, Norman 
Probstein, who books and man- 
ages Town & Country in the Con- 
gress Hotel, are striving to con- 
tact more big names for the spot. 

Chase Club has snared Frank 
Sinatra to tee off the season Oct. 3. 
He will be. followed by Los 
Chavales de Espana, Dorothy Dan- 
dridge, George Gobel, Bud & Cece 
Robinson, Quinetto Allegro, and 
Connee Boswell, with Ted Lewis 
getting the New Year’s Eve date. 

Town & Country opened Friday 
(29) with Dick Egner, concert 
pianist, for one week frame, to be 
followed by Page Cavanaugh Trio 
plus Mary Kaye Trio and Jimmy 
Symington. 


RAY BOLGER TO OPEN 
VEGAS’ NEW SAHARA 


Las Vegas, Sept. 2. 

New Sahara Hotel, now nearing 
completion, expects to throw open 
its doors early next month with 
Ray Bolger as the headliner of the 
first show in its 500-seat Congo 
Room. Stint will mark dancer’s 
first nitery date in almost a decade 
during which he devoted himself 
exclusively to legit and film work. 

Sahara, a $5,000,000 venture, 
hopes to continue booking names 
who make only rare nitery appear- 
ances. Plans now are underway 
for a giant preem to which news- 
men and celebs will be flown from 
both coasts. 


Macdonnell and Zahl 
Deny Exiting Foster’s 


Harry Foster, head of the old 
international agency bearing his 
name, denies by cable from Lon- 
don that Leslie Macdonnell and 
Hyman Zahl are exiting the Fos- 
ter agency. Macdonnell, also in a 
cable denial, joins Foster in the 
same disaffirmation of last week’s 
report that Foster’s associates were 
entertaining such ideas. 

Zahl, who‘returns to London by 
air this weekend, has been on an 
extensive U.S. and Canadian tour, 
lining up talent for European dates. 
His route embraced Hollywood and 
Las Vegas. 

There have been intra-trade ru- 
mors about Zahl and possibly Mac- 
donnell going in business on their 
own, or making a deal with Music 
Corp of America, but denied from 
both London and New York. 











Calumet, Ill., Cleanup 
Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Calumet City, Chicago suburb, is 
going through another cleanup 
stage. Town, which draws heavily 
from workers in steel mills and 
conventioneers from Chi, has been 
wide open as far as strip shows 
and other entertainment go. 
City council last week approved 


“tone down” the revues and 
alleged gambling activities. 


Names Front and Centre in $100,000 
Cigar Harvest Festival 





at Hartford 





e b J e e 
Miranda’s Nitery Six 
Carmen Miranda has been signed 
for a nitery tour that starts at the 
Sheraton-Biltmore, Providence 
Sept. 24, and winds up in Las Vegas 
with a stand beginning Dec. 23. 
Latino’s bookings include the 
Town Casino, Buffalo, Sept. 29; 
}Elmwood Casino, Windsor, Ont., 
Oct. 10; Vogue Terrace, Pittsburgh, 


cisco, Nov. 11, and the Desert Inn, 
Las Vegas. 


Office Union's 


AGVA Walkou 


The Office Workers International 





Union pulled a switch on the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
in New York via a walkout last 
week. Stoppage was staged last 


week after AGVA and the office 
workers failed to come to an agree- 
ment on a contract that had ex- 
pired March 1. 

AGVA and the OWIU 
agreed on ‘wages and conditions, 
but stumbling block was AGVA’s 
insistence that the pact run two 
years. Vaude union toppers felt 
that with one-year contract, both 
would have to go through the same 
hassle within a few months. OWIU 
refused, but later presented a com- 
promise which gave AGVA a two- 
year contract, reserving the right 
to open the wage question at the 
end of one year. Solution was un- 
satisfactory and walkout resulted. 


George Frazier to Take 
Over for Exiting Entratter 
And Granoff at N.Y. Copa 


When George Frazier, the writ- 
er, takes over next week as pub- 
licist for the Copacabana, N.-Y., it 
is figured he will also assume 
some of the duties*of Jack Entrat- 
ter, who is exiting as partner with 
Jules Podell in the nitery. Entrat- 
ter has a tempting offer from the 
new Sands Hotel, Las Vegas, 
which, coupled with a chronic arth- 
ritic condition, has virtually de- 
cided him to favor the warmer 
year-round climate. 


Budd Granoff, head of George 
Evans Associates, is exiting as 
Copa publicist after Joe E. Lewis 
reopens the fall season tomorrow 
(Thurs.). Granoff wants to concen- 
trate on non-nitery accounts. Since 
George Evans died Granoff has 
carried on the Copa account. 


Lewis is in for eight weeks, the 
first four with Gloria DeHaven, 
then Tony Bennett for the final 
four weeks. Billy Daniels will 
probably follow Lewis under an 
old commitment. His stint last 
May was an emergency spotting 
when Martin & Lewis balked at 
the Copa date. 

By coincidence or otherwise, the 
Copa in recent seasons has suc- 
cessively lost Lena Horne, Tony 
Martin and Frank Sinatra to Bill 
Miller’s Riviera, the across-the- 
Hudson roadhouse in New Jersey, 
which appeals to performers be- 
cause of its two-shows nightly 
policy as against the three-a-night 





at the Copa. 
Frazier, a longtime friend of 
Podell’s, will probably assist on 


mending the talent pool, consider- 
ing that Jimmy Durante will not 
be available—at least according to 
the present schedule—this season; 
and likewise Martin & Lewis will 
probably not make up their com- 
mitment until the winter of '53-'54. 
Johnnie Ray is among those due 
for a return next spring at a fan- 
| cier figure than his first time here. 





Rosemarie Booked For 
N. Y. Pierre, Las Vegas 


Songstress Rosemarie, currently 
held over five extra weeks at 





\ Las 


Ciro’s, Hollywood, goes into the 
Cotillion Room of the Hotel 
Pierre, N. Y., Oct. 17 for four 
| weeks. 


| She precedes the Pierre date 


drano, spot’s operator, during his | a demand for a two-man vice squad | with two weeks at the .Flamingo, 
Lew & Leslie | to 


Vegas, starting Oct. 
} $2,750 weekly. 


2, at 


Oct. 20; Mark Hopkins, San Fran-| 


had ! 


* Hartford, Sept. 2. 


The second annual Cigar Harvest 


Festival is leaning heavily on show 


biz personalities to perk up attend. 
ance at the six-day event here, 
Sept. 9-14. Several have been pene 
cilled in for the annual promotion 
of the Connecticut River Valley 
cigar industry that constitutes a 
$65,000,000 business in the sur 
rounding area. 

Ultimate aim is te make the 
event a rival to the New Orleans 
| Mardi Gras. The festival this year 
iis setting back its sponsors—the 
tobacco growers and allied cigar 
manufacturers—some $100,000. It 
is expected to draw more than 1,- 
000,000 persons. Last year’s fete 
drew more than 600,000 in three 
days. A minimum use of names 
and acts prevailed then, with the 





| main feature the picking of a “Ci- 


gar Valley Queen.” Large draw 
| was due to the fact that it was 4 
| first-timer and people came out of 
| curiosity. 

| This semester 


} 


there is a great 
deal of resentment and lack of co- 
operation by neighboring towns 
They were so denuded of businest 
| during last year’s affair that they 
lare unwilling to cooperate. They 
| point out also that event is of bene- 
fit to a particular industry and has 
no value to their townships ab 
though tobacco is grown there, 
Thus the greater booking of talen{ 
this trip. 

Marguerite Piazza, Jimmy Dor 
sey, Mel Allen, Jane Pickens, Yul 
Brynner, Ed Sullivan, Ted Husing, 
Paul Lavalle, Elizabeth Threatt 
and Lee Bowman are among the 
top names slated for next week’s 
affair. Parades, pageants, a beauty 
contest, a Rodgers & Hammerstein 
night, water follies, a 74-mile mo- 
torboat race, New England preem 
of the film, “The Big Sky,” etc., 
will be among events of the week. 

The R&H night is skedded for 
Thursday (11) with Ed Sullivan as 
commentator. Performance will be 
given for benefit of the Heart 
Fund. Featured will be Miss Pi- 
azza, John Raitt, Miss Pickens, and 
Thomas Hayward and Claramae 
Turner of the Met Opera. Music 
will be supplied by the Hartford 
Symphony Orchestra with Salva- 
tore Delle-Isola of the “South Pa- 
cific” pit band as conductor. 


Me! Allen heads up a sports pro- 
gram. Ted Husing will be on hand 
to describe a special boxing exhi- 
bition. Willie Pep and Chico Vejar 
will put on an exhibition bout. 


Yul Brynner of “The King and 
I” will participate in preem cere- 
monies. In addition to narrating 
the R&H presentation, Sullivan 
will Jead a parade on opening day. 
Jimmy Dorsey will play the Coro- 
nation Ball. 

Jean FE. Shepard, a_ tobacco 
grower, is head of the festival, 
Ray Linders heads the publicity 
and Kenyon & Eckhardt, Inc., is 
in charge of national promotion 
and planning. 








Resort Concessionaires 
Get Labor Day Setback 


Although the Labor Day week- 
end was a literal washout for east- 
ern concessionaires, the N. Y. State 
mountain resort operators and per- 
formers who worked that region 
had little cause for complaint. 
Most of the Labor Day weekend 
crowds had already arrived when 
the hurricane started. Most of 
those who left ahead of time had 
paid up for the entire weekend. 
In the case of the few shows that 
had to be cancelled, pérformers 
were paid because contracts were 
play or pay. 

With the concessionaires, it was 
an entirely different story. The 
huge supplies stored in for the 
three-day weekend remained at the 
end of the holiday. Millions were 
lost by entrepreneurs at Coney 
Island, Asbury Park, the various 
Long Island resorts, Atlantie City 
and elewhere. 

Over the stretch, one of the 
N. Y. mountain resorts had their 
best seasons in several years. The 
prolonged sieges of hot weather 
forced city dwellers into the vaca- 
tion areas. The heatwaves over- 
came the losses that resulted early 
in the season when the Decoration 
Day weekend was washed out and 
when the June and early July 
weekends were hit by bad weather. 
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Larger | 
Blocks AGVA-ARA Franchise Peace 


| through ARA, talks were. discon- 
' tinued. 

It’s anticipated that the fight will 
| start in earnest upon expiration of 
ithe pact, Sept. 10. ARA members 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists and the Artists Representa- 
tives Assn. failed to find a common 
meeting ground which would per- 


mit both organizations to continue | 


mutual recognition. Agency group 
had requested the meeting in an 
attempt to find a method of cir- 
cumventing the resolution passed 
at the recent 
which called for issuance of free 
franchises direct and not through 
an organization. 

Results of the confab were not 
announced by either side, but it’s 
known that after several hours of 
trying to find a‘ basis wherein 
AGVA could continue to deal 


NICK 
LUCAS 


JUNG HOTEL 


New Orleans 
Sept. 3rd thru Sept. 16 














Personal Manzagement 
BILL LOES 

121 S$. Beverly Drive 

Beverly Hills, Cal. 


Booked by MCA, Dallas 


Hassle Brewing as Stone Wall 


AGVA convention, | 


Storm Troupers 
Ottawa, Sept. 2. 

Customers, sheltered by the 
grandstand roof, gos an un- 
scheduled eyeful when rain be- 
gan to spill in torrents in the 
middle of an evening perform- 
ance by George A. Hamid’s 
“Grandstand FoHies” during 
the Central Canada Exhibition. 
Given on an open-air stage, 
the show was kept going in 
the downpour, Lee Barton 
Evans, g.m., sending the 20- 
eZirl Roxyettes line on wear- 
ing only bathing suits, to save 
the costly wardrobe from ruin. 

Same day, the afternoon 
show was caught in the rain 
but with its program of out- 
showdown will be averted, but it’s | _, ge Seay «a + 
hardly likely now that a last-ditch | Hydew nausicomie billed eas 
peace proposal has been turned eis ‘ . : 





are still presenting a united front 
in their refusal to apply for fran- } 
chises direct to the union. Union | 
| has not disclosed any disciplinary | 
measures that will be taken against 
performers who deal with agents | 
not franchised by AGVA. Percent | 
ers are still hopeful that any direct | 


down |; in p.m. show, worked that 
| Union deelares that it cannot | rn ad libbing to fit the 
storm. 


have any objection to agents band- | 








| ing together in an organization, but 
| AGVA, through the terms of the 


Fesplution; must deat with agen's/ Biz Conclaves to Hypo N.Y. 
applications “for “franchises, but| Autumnal Influx; 80,000 


hasn’t disclosed whether any are | 
. . | 
'from organization members. 


Hypno Morton Fat $7,400 | 


Conventioneers in Sept. 


Traditional tourist influx in New 

York during the late summer-early 

| fall period is being augmented this 

In Holdover at Toronto | year by heavy convention attend- 

Toronto, Sept. 2. | ance from out-of-towners. Accord- 

Held over for second week, this | ing to estimates by the N.Y. Conven- 

to be ee n=! a. onde tion & Visitors Bureau, there will 
|night, the Great Morton, Aus(ra-| pe §80,240 visitin onventi 

lian hypnotist, grossed a big $7.400 | quring leteadber and 31.300 dur. 

at the Royal Alexandra here, with | ing October. Total attendance at 

| 1,525-seater scaled at $2 top includ: | the conclaves, including_local resi- 

| ing tax. dents, will be several times that 





On one-man show, with dozens | 


|of volunteers from the audience, | 


nut is light with lad who could | 
be carried over indefinitely but 
'for house’s forthcoming legit com- 


much. 

During the current week, ad- 
vance estimates indicated there 
would be 4,225 visiting delegates 
at six conventions. Next week the 








| mitments. Morton played spot 
i three weeks in June to turnaway 
| biz. 


total will be 12,375 at nine gather- 
ings. For the week ending Sept. 20 
the estimated attendance will be 





i 











~ 53,740 at 16 meetings, including 











50,000 at the Furniture & Home 
Furnishings Show at Grand Cen- 
tral Palace (at which there is ex- 
pected to be 200,000 additional at- 
| tendance locally’. There are 9,900 
visitors due at three meets the 
week ending Sept. 27. 

For the week ending Oct. 4 the 
expected out-of-towner attendance 
will be 3,175 at 12 conventions. 
For the week ending Oct. 11, fig- 
ures are 12,400 at 16 sessions, plus 
30,000 local residents seeing the 
National Hardware Show at Grand 
Central Palace. For week ending 
Oct. 18, there should be 6,875 out- 
of-towners at 16 conclaves, plus 
60,000 localites at the N. Y. An- 
tiques Fair at the 7lst Regiment 
| Armory. For week ending Oct. 25, 
the estimate is 7.800 visitors at 13 
meets, plus 133,000 residents at the 
National Business Show at the 
Grand Centra! Palace. And for 
week ending Nov. 1, there prob- 
ably will be 2,950 at seven gather- 
_ ings. 


| Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., Sept. 2. 








lthis season. and 
jmuch of the mood and charm of 


j the tunes. 


Ice Capades of '53 
(THE. GARDENS, PITT) 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 1. 


John H. Harris production with 
choreography by Chester Hale and 
John Butler; costumes, Billy Liv- 
ingston; scenery, Richard N. Jack- 
son; musical director, Jeri May- 
hall; lighting, Dan Brown; “Briga- 
doon” (condensed version), book 
and lyrics, Alan Jay Lerner, 
sic by Frederick Loewe; dialog and 
ice direction, Donna _ Atwood; 
choreography, Butler. 





| Bief, Sonya Kaye (Klopfer), Gin- 


I ny Baxter, Bobby Specht, Jackson | 


|& Lynam, Bobby & Ruby Maxson, 
|The Maxwells, Alan 
Forgie & Larson, Mary Lou Land- 
reville, Herbert Cowman, The Old 
Smoothies (2), Piller 
Helen Davidson, Paul Castle, 
Charlie Slagle, Bert Yeates, Rudy 
Eyman, Leo Loeb, John Brown, 
Robert Skrak, Alma Castle, Ice 
Ca‘“‘Pets,” Ice Cadets, Robert 
Bingham, Tommy Travers, Bob 
Skrak, John Gaudreault, Ice Ca- 





mu-} 


| “Ice Cycles,” 
| With Dick Button, Jacqueline du | 


Konrad, | 


4d | mas. 
& Curtin, 





pades Orch, Irma Thomas, Orrin 
Markus, 


|’ John H. Harris has rubbed a 
king-sized genii for “Ice Capades | 
of 1953." New edition is not only 
a dazzling frosted fairyland but 
also restores the skating extrava- | 
ganza to its place in the world of 
sports. World and Olympic cham- | 
pions galore dot the rink, and in} 
Dick Button, who just turned pro| 
for limited engagements which | 
won't interfere with his law studies | 
at Harvard, Harris has landed the | 
skating perfectionist. Button is on | 
twice, in each act, and builds from | 
a strictly competitive and not too | 
showy exhibition in the first to a} 
smash spot in the second when he | 
gives out with the works. 

Other champs in the current edi- | 
tion are Jacqueline du Bief, of 
France; Ginny Baxter and Sonya 
Kaye (Klopfer), but they’re worked 








| 


| Button is spotted alone apart from 
ithe big splashes because only 
| Pittsburgh, New York, Boston (at 
|Christmas) and wherever show’s 
| playing at Easter will see him 
Fo: last week of N.Y. Madiscn 


right in the body of the show while | 





|Square Garden engagement. he’il 
;commute by air between Cam- 
| bridge and Manhatttan. Gal title- | 
|holders give out with some spec- | 


tacular skating. too, and will be 
| talked about plenty. 
| In the “Iee Capades” tradition | 


of condensing a film or musical for 
| the first-act finale, it’s “Brigadoon” | 
surprising how | 


the Scottisi: fantasy have been cap- | 
tured in 40 minutes. Pre-recorded | 
in Hollywood, enough of the stury 
has been retained to- hold. the} 
Lerner-Loewe fabie together and! 
swell job has also been done on} 
Ice choreography for | 
|*Brigadoon” has been skillfully | 
lexecuted by Bobby Specht, still a} 
soung veteran male star of “Ca- 
pades”; Alan Konrad, who does a 
brilliant sword dance on. skates, 
and Misses Kaye and Baxter. | 

Costuming tops anything “Ca. | 


pades”’ has ever come up with, and | 














Opening SEPT. 9 
DESERT INN, Las Vegas 
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Direction 


MERCURY ARTISTS 





VING MERLI 


and the ENCHANTED VIOLINS 
Currently 


RIVERSIDE, Reno 





Followed by: 


{ 
| teryear 

| member 
| House of Delegates. 
| spare 
| He was a cheerful donor to many 





Harris even has an aerial ballet on 
ice half a dozen snow-white love- | 
llies flying through the air with! 
“Joe” Doringer, minstrel of yes-|8teatest of ease, with Peter Foy, | 
and of late a longtime | who ic the same thing for “Peter 

of the West Virginia | Pan,” handling the wires. It’s quite 

Much of his |2,Stunt and a real highspot. “Tem- | 

time was spent trying to} ple of Buddha,’ which opens, | 
further the welfare of show bizzers. | Lamps, For M’Lady” and “Kitchen | 
apers” are the production high- | 


Showfolk in this colony are 
grieved over the death of Fred L. 





theatrical charity organizations. | !i#hts and they're dressed right to | 
| His start in show biz was as a/® king’s ransom and in exquisite | 
protege of this mugg about 40 | taste. with dazzling gowns in lamps | 


years ago on the famed Guy Bros. | isnting up at the finisi for some 
Minstrels. : |bang-up effects—the kind audi-| 
Ray (IATSE) Van Buren was) ¢'ces 8asp at. 
handed a bedside party celebrating | Solo spots for Misses du Bief, 
his return from the general hospi- | Baxter and Kaye stand out, espe- 
tal after mastering the thoraco-/| cially du Bief, a real looker with 
plasty operation. loads of class. The Old Smoothies, 
Dolly Gallagher, who graduated Irma Thomas and Orrin Markus 
here a long time ago and left for|clean up in their’ next-to-closing 
her Philly home, is back now as/| spot, and Ruby and Bobby Maxson, 
an added staffer to the main office, | now billed as the Young Smooth- 


".  » Im graceful motion and perfect blending the five 
pley and dance through Blue Tango... Hot Canary...” 


CHEZ PAREE, Montreal tor. 

Charles “Chick” Lewis, . Ned 
Shugrue and Murray Weiss were 
in to inspect installation of the 
new heating equipment. 

Bessie McCarthy planed in from 


“ . J see her daughter, Peggy 
(Roxy) McCarthy, and her son Ray 
Thanks to ‘Loew! McCarthy, and found them 
FRANK SENNES both on top with progress that 











rates special mention. 








Write to those who are ill. 


doubling as a switchboard opera-| ies, also score with their glides and 
turns. The comedy is all smash, 
| with slow-motion Maxwells in their 
acrobatic turn and Jackson & Ly- 
nam with their solid hoke. Bad- | 
minton exhibition of Forgie & Lar- 
son clicks up front and is good for 
pleiity of laughs, while Piller & 
Curtin score with a slick frigid- 
aired version of the Apache. 
“Ladies of the Evening” is a boffo 
slapstick in which four bedraggled | 





- [ee Show Preview 


mops and scrub-buckets. 


Paul Castle gets off - a ge tiny 


leaps..as “Cassalong Ho conte 
Ppity” j 
a number with a western motif 


Work of femme and male S 
ensembles has plenty of fia 
they make some fascinatin 
terns on tie rink. 


Some of show wi 


Kating 
it and 
§ pat- 


ll be Scissored 


for N.Y. run to permit addition of 
| several acts not present}, in th 
layout. After Manhattan. joe leak. 
son, Jr., Trixie, Esco Larue and 
others will join the sister eek 


and for remainder 
, ‘ ro 
tour, layout as of now wi ; 


ll be re. 

| sumed. sal 
Donna Atwood (Mrs. John 
Harris) is missing; she’s ay aiting 
the stork in October but wil! re- 
|Join her husband's show at Christ- 


Cohen. 





‘0&J-Vanities’ for N. H. 
New Haven Sept. 2 
Arena here opens the 1952-53 
season Sept. 22 for a. four-day 
stand of the “Olsen & Johnson- 
Skating Vanities” 
Spot seats 5,000 and top will be 


| $3.60. 
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For All Branches of Theatricals 


vason's FUN-MASTER 


GLASON’S 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the Stars) 
35 ISSUES $25 
First 13 Files $7.00. All 35 issues $25.00 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE Only 
{Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping) 
@ 3 Bks. PARODIES per book $10 6 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 « 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
(reissue), $3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over « thousand 
NO C.O.D.'S 


BILLY GLASON 


200 W. 54 St., New York 19 Dept. ¥ 
Circie 7-1130 
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FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


presents 








ERO” 


ch 


Now Appearing 
CASINO, VENICE 
Italy 


American Rep. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
TAVEL-MAROUANI AGENCY, PARIS 


BUD and CECE | 


ROBINSON 


“RHYTHM on a RAMPAGE" 
Currently 
CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago 


Opening Sept. 5 
CHEZ PAREE, Chicago 


Dir.; M.C.A. 






































IN THE HEART OF CHICAGO'S LOOP 
near the Chicago, Harris, Selwyn and 
Erlanger Theatres, and adjacent to all 
television stations it’s the 


RANCROFT HOTEL 


89 W. Randolph St. Franklin 2-4740 
Special Rates for Show Folk 
Newly Decorated New Managemen 











= ____ ) 

| 
JACK DENTON 
WORLD'S GREATEST COMEDIAN: 


But cannét poss 
the “nose” test. 
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doeieemmtenient 


“BEST COMEDY BITS 


5 Acts of Comedy for TV, Vodvil and 

Night Club Entertainers Containing 

Monologues, Sketches & Pantomimicry 
Price Five Dollars 

A. GUY VISK WRITING ENTERPRISES 


{2 Liberty Street Troy. N.Y 
(The Mirthplace of Show Biz 


ee 
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}crones slap each other around with! 











NELLE FIs 


—HAL BRAUDIS Proudly Presents— 


HER and JERRY ROSS 


DANCERS OF DISTINCTION 
THUNDERBIRD HOTEL, Las Vegas——Aug. 


28 thru Sept. 17 


— 
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Conn. Court Awards 606 
To Atty.-Receiver In 
R-b’s Hartford ’44 Fire 


Hartford, Sept. 2. 


A Hartford lawyer ~ving as 
receiver for Ringling Sro-.-Barnum 
& Bailey Combined <!:ows, Inc., 
since the disastrous circus fire of 
1944, has been awarded a $60,000 
fee by State Superior Court here. 
Judge John T. Cullinan set that 
amount for Atty. Edward S. Rogin. 


Saratoga Racing Ends Big 
But Hotels, Niteries N.S.G. 


Saratoga Springs, Sept. 2. 

A record-breaking final day (30) 
crowd of 24,452 sent the season’s 
attendance to 368,979, an increase 
of 8% over 1951, and wrote finis 
to the most successful August in 
the history of the Saratoga Racing 
Assn. Surprisingly, betting jumped 
17%, to $24,013,888. 
| For the second consecutive year 
jthe han on off-track gambling 





State, Hartford, Reopening 


With Names on Weekends 


Hartford, Sept. 2. 
State Theatre here reopens on a 


two-day format of vaudfilms this 
Saturday (6) after its usual sum- 
mer hiatus. Emphasis will be on 
the stage fare. Booked for the tee- 
off are the Four Aces, Toni Arden 
and a Gene Krupa unit. 

Through one of those booking 
curiosities, Krupa will also play 
Bushnell Memorial the following 





U.S. Admission Tax Liens 
Vs. Toledo Burley Ops 


Toledo, Sept. 2. 

The U. S. Internal Revenue Dept. 
has filed tax liens against Jack and 
Edward Rubens and Pearl Irons, 
partners, who operate the Gayety, 
Toledo burlesque house, totaling 
$21,883.94, for alleged non-payment 
of Federal admissions taxes for the 
period of March, 1951, through 
June, 1952. Of this amount $16,- 
390.02 is being assessed for penal- 








Payment of fees had been op-| benefited the Union Ave. course.| Friday (12) as part of a Norman | ties. 
posed by the circus. The lawyer | It was not so good for hotels, baths |Granz “Jazz at the Philharmonic” | The bureau also filed an income 
had originally asked for $175,000. |}and some other businesses. Their| presentation. As last year, State | tax lien against Jack and Tillie 


Fees for Julius Schatz, counsel for 
the receiver, have yet to be set. 
The judge praised the work of 
the attorneys in seeing that claim- 
ants were paid off 100 cents on 
the dollar with a $4,000,000 aggre- 


gate. He also lauded Rogin for | for the first time and presented | 
his efforts that allowed the circus | Dightly, under sponsorship of Fitz- | 
to continue on the road after the | ¢rald Bros. Brewing Co. of Troy, | 


disaster. 
The circus receivership was set 


court pointed out. This allowed 
the show to take to the road. The 
Hartford County bar worked out 
an arbitration agreement—which 
set a precedent for disaster litiga- 
tion—with the circus for settling 
claims. 

The July 6, 1944, fire cost the 
lives of 169 persons and left 382 
with serious injuries. Another 112 
were less seriously injured. 











|season was described as fair. 


Nitery 
| existent. 
| 


|ture event was aired daily over | 
up six days after the fire, the | WPTR, Albany, and the Empire | 





JAY MARSHALL 


has returned to 

Las Vegas to visit 

his money. 
Currently 7th Week 


Hotel 
Thunderbird 


Thanks to HAL BRAUDIS 


Management 


MARK LEDDY 
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THE CHORDS 


Instrumentalists without Instruments 
Sept. 4-6: Beaver Dam, Wis., Fair 
Sepf. 8-13: Knoxville, Tenn., Fair 
Midwest Club Dates and Fairs! 

HARRY GREBEN 
203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ill. 

















The | will use name personalities on the | Rubens, totaling $1,772.65, of which 


Spa Summer Theatre, on the State |Saturday-Sunday layout. In other | $612.11 is for penalties and inter- 


Reservation, enjoyed a 


boom.| years, house has operated as a/|est, for alleged unpaid income tax 
life was virtually non-|three and four-day stand. 
| 


| for 1951. 





N. J. CITES 3D CAFE 
IN A. C. ON LEWD RAP 


Atlantic City, Sept. 2. 

A third nitery here is facing ac- 
tion of the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Commission at its Newark 
headquarters for permitting what 
ABC agents claim to be an in- 
decent show on its premises. 

Last to be added to the list is 
John (Jackey) Hyett, operator of 
the Jockey Club, Midtown hot 
spot. 

ABC agents two weeks" ago 
visited the Jockey Club and gath- 
ered evidence. They charged later 
that Hyett permitted “lewdness 
and immoral activity” by enter- 
tainers. 




















The races were film-televised | 


| via WRGB, Schenectady. The fea- | 


State Network; the Saturday top- 
per, on CBS. 


/LAINE’S PALLADIUM 396. 
TIES DANNY KAYE MARK 


London, Aug. 26. 


Despite incessant heatwave 
Frankie Laine has topped $39,000 | 
in his first week at the London | 
Palladium, which beats all takings | 
at this house by any American or 
English act and ties with former | 
record-holder Danny Kaye. 

This week’s taxe, with house 
sold out, will be same as previous | 
week, 

Laine has also walked away | 
with marks held by previous U. S. | 
imports at Belle Vue, Manchester, | 
Sept. 14, with advance booking so | 
big that management has been | 
compelled to sked an extra per-| 
formance at 5:30 p.m. 

Sidney and Cecil Bernstein, 
bosses of the Granada, Tooting, a 
London suburb, have booked Laine 
for two Sunday concerts, Oct. 5, | 
at salary reported as the highest 














Direction: G.A.C. 


THE GUARDSMEN . 


Currently 
LATIN QUARTER 
New York 








OPENING SEPT. 8 
SAVOY HOTEL 
LONDON 





Grant’s Riviera 
RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St., New York LU 2-4488 

WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Prefessional Engagement 
Duplicate Prizes Awarded in the Case of Ties 





















ever paid to any English or for- 
eign attraction. Meanwhile, Mrs. 
| Laine has invested a reputed $20,- 
|000 in London antique shops for | 
rarities which she is bringing back | 
with her. 


Dicker Bill Miller to Run 
All-Negre B’way Nitery 


The site of the nitery last op- 
erated by the Gilded Cage may 
reopen as a sepia talent policy 
cafe. Abe Ellis and Paul Schlosser, 
who hold the chattel mortgage on 
the spot, are currently negotiating 
with Bill Miller, operator of the 
Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J. Deal: may 
be completed this week for him to 
take over. If so, then an open- 
ing would be aimed for Oct. 15. 

The spot previously operated 
with an all-Negro show policy. As 
the Zanzibar, which was run by 
Joe Howard and Carl Erbe, the 
cafe played some of the biggest 
Negro names. This was the last 
bigtime Negro operation on Broad- 
way. 

Currently, the bulk of the 
Broadway cafe business is taken 
up by the Latin Quarter, which 
is -without any major competition 
on the Stem. Curiously enough, 
Lou Walters, the LQ operator, op- 
erated on this site as the Gilded 
Cage. Walters was also in on it 
when, in partnership with Nat 
Harris, it was labeled the Harem. 


} 
} 








Tape Recordings Trap 
2 St. Loo Area Cafes 


St. Louis, Sept. 2. 

Tape recordings were used to 
supplement the oral testimony of a 
resident of Alton, Ill., across the 
Mississippi from here, against own- | 
ers of two taverns who have lost | 
their liquor licenses because of | 
rowdyism and curfew violations. | 
Charges pending against two others | 
are expected to be acted on soon. | 

At a hearing last week before | 
Gus Halleu, chairman of the Madi- 
son County Liqtor Control Board | 
at Edwardsville, Leo Geisen, the | 
resident, produced the recordings | 
which he said were obtained when 
he and two others hid in the weeds | 
near the cafes. | 

The owners of the Queen's Tav- | 
ern and the Greasy Spoon were al- | 
leged to have permitted loud and | 
boisterous demonstrations, offen- | 
| sive language by patrons ir addi- | 
| tion to the curfew violations, all of | 


























| nearby residents. 


| which constituted a disturbance ” 


BLUE ANGEL, New York 


“A vastly improved comedian whe 
would be an asset for an intimate review.” 
Jose, VARIETY. 


“Orson Bean is back, funnier than ever, 
and quite unlike anyone you ever saw with 
the possible exception of Frank Fay in his 
great vaudeville days. He is sock all the 
way.” Lee Mortimer, DAILY MIRROR, 


BROADWAY TV THEATRE: 


“Three Men on a Horse” 
“Orson Bean gave a -tandout perform- 
DAILY NEWS. 


die ; a — 


~ 


ance.” 


“The Fortune Hunter” 
“Orson Bean showing versatility in 
comic roles.” VARIETY. 
“Nothing But the Truth” 
“Orson Bean struck me as thoroughly 
likeable and talented besides.” 
WORLD-TELEGRAM. 


ED SULLIVAN SHOW 


(Convention Special ) 

“Orson Bean got the most out of the 
confab idea with convention bit which is 
standard with him in niteries; it made @ 
solid impact on this show.” VARIETY, 


CHAMBER MUSIC SOCIETY OF 
LOWER BASIN STREET — NBC 
“Bean’s voice and style are perfect on 
radio ...a delightfully pompous comedy 
technique. His unctuous air of seedy ele- 
gance made the most of Saturday’s script.”” 


| 


June Bundy, 
BILLBOARD. 


“The big time’s most refreshing laugh provoker since Herb Shriner arrived from Indiana.” 


° ORSON BEAN - 


Just Completed 14 WEEKS - BLUE ANGEL, New York | 
Opening SEPT. 5th VILLAGE VANGUARD, New York 


Personal Management: MOE GALE 





—— 














Frank Farrell, 
WORLD-TELEGRAM. 
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i * Latin » N. Y. 

| Be ype dlr ly pm 
i uc presente 

a alters; Natalie Kama- 


staged by 
rova (Priscilla Callan, assistant); 
costumes, Wi 


ttop; orches- 
: trations, George Kamaroff; special 

t songs, Sammy Gallop & Lou Wal- 
a ters; Art Waner and Buddy Har- 
2. lowe bands; $5 minimum. 
ise. Nicholas 








Cast: Martha Raye, 
Darvas & Julia; Sid Krofft, Col- 
lette Fleuriot, Audrey Sperling, 
Priscilla Callan, Ben Yost's Vik- 
ings (5), Bill Broder, Bob Slack, 
Beverly Richards, Sissa Bethea, 
Joan Michaels, Vicki Halliday, 
Doris Sands, Una Shepard, Mara 
Lindsey, Dale Drake, Mary Over, 
Estelle Gregor, Joni Pierce, Bar- 
bara Douglas, Penny Portrait, 
Kathy Reed, Rosemary Rudgewell, 
Glen Grayson, Doris Mullen, 
Elaine Gilda, Twinny Wallen. Sand- 
ra Andrews, Ernie Amato. 





@ 

Lou Walters some months back 
took great exception to George S. 
Kaufman’s gratuitous crack at 
niteries (“never have been in one,’ 
' etc.) on the CBS-TV show, “This 
' Is Show Business.” Walters vox- 
popped that “much good talent” 
has stemmed from the saloons and 
“there’s a better money’s worth in 
many a nitery than in a legit thea- 
tre.” While the playwright may 
have been waxing facetious or just 
thoughtless, Walters took it straight 
and, once again, after seeing his 
newest show at the Latin Quarter 
that pride in his special field of 
endeavor is more than pardonable. 

He has downright cause to boast. 
Walters has built up his LQ into 
a Ziegfeldian standard among the 
lush niteries, on and off Broadway. 
4 He has clicked with the same 
licy ‘at his Miami Beach, Latin 
uarter (winter season) and via 
national tours of his elaborate 

. fioor shows. 
HY 4 Current new show holds over 
= extraordinary European terp 
mport, Nicholas Darvas & Julia, 
who went from Paris’ Bal Tabarin 
into a London Anglo-French legit 
revue until Walters was able to im- 
ort them under an exclusive deal. 
They clicked resoundingly last 
winter in Florida and repeated 
here this spring, and continue well 
into November. Their acro-con- 
tortive holds and formations start 
where ‘some of their colleagues 
leave off. Darvas is an amazingly 
strong young man because the sup- 
ple and contortive Julia is no 
| midget; she’s a well proportioned 
looker with everything in the right 
‘an places. They’ll continue with the 
4 next show headlining Sophie 
' Tucker. 


Martha Raye, as uninhibited a 
comedienne as one will find in 
anybody’s saloon, is topping the 
layout for a limited four-week 
ue run. A funny dame from ‘way 
in back, she knows her way around 
the customers. Femcee and boss 
of her own Miami Beach spot, the 
: 5 O'clock Club, she makes occa- 
aa sional forays to Gotham for TV, 
ak § usually with Milton Berle, and the 
a Berle influences on her comedy 
t antics frequently _ linger. She 
} muggs, cuts-up and makes with a 
Ben Yost Vikings quintet like 
ave Berle does with Arabian acrobats 
i® or kindred singing groups. The 

oan &. low comedy sometimes is not suf- 

ii ficiently elevated but, for al fresco 
customer relations, it is undeniable. 
The double-entendre is in the same 
| ; vein of singleness of purpose, but 

a there is no disputing the reaction. 
Leave us face it—Martha Raye 
: ain't Elsie Dinsmore. However, 

: that haut couture job she flashed 
(with ad lib billing to Kathryn 
Kuhn) is plenty class in the fancy 
clothes set. Miss Raye seems also 
to have picked up too much of that 
Miami Beach dialectic influence 
with more than necessary Yiddish 
asides and ad libs, none of them 
: necessary; if truth were known, 
. i) | c whether in the Broadway belt or 
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ably resented by most. 

‘ With the headliners studding this 
smart revue in surefire manner, 
“Mademoiselle de Paris” unfolds 
j . as a class floor show all by its own. 
i ait It runs a solid hour and a half and, 

Py} for a $5 minimum (food or bev- 

erages; and the groceries are above 
par for a nitery) it’s a bargain all 
the way. This accounts, in short, 
for the Latin Quarter’s durability, 
having outlived Billy Rose’s Dia- 
mond Horseshoe and any of the 
several attempts to resuscitate the 
Zanzibar, nee Hollywood, nee Para- 
dise, nee a lots of other names. 
along with the other big-scale, big- 
capacity Broadway cabaret-restau- 
rants (mm fact Walters flopped, 
too, when he essayed the Gilded 
Cage on the Zanzibar site, again 


tion with yourself.) 

The ponies and showgirls give 
the show a fast and colorful tee- 
off with the Quatre Arts ball at- 
mosphere. Then follow a kaleido- 
scopic sequence of _ specialties 
slowed only by an overlong “Bal- 
let of the Sea” flash number which 





proving you can't be in competi- 


was marred also by a rather fuzzy 
musical recording for the atmos- 
pheric background. 

But Collette Fleuriot is an ef- 
fervescent number-leader, includ- 
ing her own half-man, half-woman 
“danse d'amour” specialty. Sid 
Krofft clicks with his puppets 
which he exposes all the way and 
makes it a more effective act as re- 
sult. Audrey Sperling, a blonde 
looker, leads the can-can number 
wherein Miss Fleuriot is again 
prominent, as she is in the title 
song, “Mlle. de Paris.” Bill Broder 
and Bob Slack are juve vis-a-vis 
throughout, and Miss Callan (who 
is also assistant to stager Natalie 
Kamarova) is spotlighted in the 
sea ballet rfumber which has an 
effective iridescent paint spotlight- 
ing and a special scrim that is 
quickly enough put up. However, 
it runs a shade too long. 

The girls are lookers, the acts 
surefire and the headliners b.o. in- 
surance. Mme. Kamarova_ who, 
|with her husband George Kama- 
roff, who is the musical arranger, 
have had vast experience, dating 
back to Clifford C. Fischer's 
French Casino days, have again 
done a tiptop job for Walters and 
his general manager, Eddie Ris- 
man. Gigi is the suave headwaiter 
at the tape and, per usual, Art 
Waner plays a slick floorshow as 
well as proving the No. 1 dansapa- 
tion maestro. Buddy Marlowe is 
the relief combo. This is the best 
$5 money’s worth in the mass- 
capacity nitery league. Abel. 


Colony & Astor 
London, Aug. 27. 
Lind Joyce, Felix King Orch, 
Don Carlos Sumba Band; Colony: 
$5.50 minimum; Astor: $3 mini- 
mum to 11 p.m., $3 cover there- 
after. 





For several years, and particu- 
larly while she was resident vo- 
calist in the late Tommy Handley’s 
ITMA program, Lind Joyce has 
been a name attraction on British 
radio. Recently she broke into the 
cabaret field and now has her first 
major nitery assignment at these 
two Berkeley Square spots. 


As a chanteuse, Miss Joyce is an 
experienced hand, but as a nitery 
entertainer she still has quite a lot 
to learn. There is basically an im- 
maturity about her act and style 
which is obviously born of inex- 
perience. Her personality is warm 
enough and is nicely projected. 
but her few attempts at patter to 
provide a continuing link are in- 
dicative of her limited knowledge 
of this branch of the business. 


In her choice of material, too, 
the easy road and has picked num- 


thre right reaction because of their 
spicy lyrics. But the innuendos are 
frequently too obvious and much 
of the effect is lost by saturation. 
Some readjustment of the routine, 
together with a more sophisticated 
presentation, would be a real fillip 
to the act. ~ 

In her 30-minute show, Miss 
Joyce has at least five numbers 
which fall into the same class, and 
it is in this connection that the 
turn needs revamping. Her best 
click by far at show caught was the 
brief selection of songs she intro- 
duced during her stint as ITMA 
vocalist. 

Johnny Franz does an okay job 
of keyboard accompaniment with 
the Felix King combo (minus the 
maestro, who is vacationing) doing 
slick backgrounding. The rhythm 
terping tunes are in the able hands 
|0f the Don Carlos Samba band. 
Myro. 


Hotel Roosevelt, N. Y. 
Lenny Herman Orch (5), Nick 
D’Amico Orch (4); $1-$1.50 cover. 








Lenny Herman has come out on 


ae oe in the Florida orbit, they're prob- top of a tough assignment. Booked | Around the Corner.” 


into the Hotel Roosevelt’s Grill 
‘(home base for Guy Lombardo) 
|during the summer dog days, Her- 


;man’s been a steady draw with biz | 


}at the room clicking at about 35° 
| more than the previous summer. 


Herman heads a small but musi- 
cally potent crew. With the maes- 
tro on accordion, Lee Friswald, 
bass; Roy Seymour, drums; Charles 

Shaw, piano, and Alan Shur, sax, 
| the orch manages to project the 

rich, full sound of larger groups. 
|It’s a happy crew whose gaiety is 
|transmitted to the terpsters and 
|tablers. A sock asset. 

_ Musically, the orch is well versed 
\In standards, pops and showtunes. 
| It’s style is pegged for dancing and 

the packed floor during and af- 

ter dinner attests to 
(Orch is flexible and equally adept 
as “I Talk to the Trees” or a rous- 
ing novelty such as “Pittsburgh, 
, Pa.” Vocals are handled by Her- 
;man, Friswald and Shur. 

The Nick D’Amico orch is tops 
fer the rhumbaddicts between the 

Herman sets, Gros. 


the warbler has attempted to take | 


bers which she hoped would get | 


its ability. | 


at rendering a tender ballad such | 
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page ag Haydocks (2) 
Alan Gale, Ci eigen 


reddie es 

pee. of revue, “ 
dway,” 
docks, Larry Foster, 
Geene Courtney, Linda 
Don Tannen, Freddie Stewart, 
Bobby Baxter, Bobby Gordon, Ted- 
dy King’s Orch; $4 dinner mini- 
mum. 





Comedian Alan Gale has re- 
turned from his Miami Beach 
haunts to reopen this cellar cafe 
on the site of the former La Mar- 
tinique, where a year ago he op- 
erated as Alan Gale’s Celebrity 
Club. Under the same title, Gale 
is ad fom to make a run of it with 
a polyglot entertainment of which 
he is a notable factor. 


Gale himself is a bright, fast 
comic who easily extracts laughs 
with his single-o patter, and he has 
the personality, on the floor or as 
a host, to make a nitery pay off 
under ordinary circumstances. But 
his newest operation is not being 
run under ordinary circumstances. 
| The post-midnight show, an enter- 
tainment masquerading as a revue, 
is highly disorganized and contains 
few ingredients of merit. 


It isn’t that the performers are 
so much at fault, since personnel 
such as Gale, The Haydocks, Bob- 
by Baxter and Larry Foster man- 
age to survive the way-overlong 
performance of the trite and un- 
true. Gale, the Haydocks (hoof- 
ers) and Freddie Stewart (tenor) 
are the major factors in the va- 
riety entertainment that comprises 
the dinner show, while Bobby Gor- 
don’s revue eccupies the midnight 
and 2 a.m. slots. 


Otherwise, the revue on night 
caught consisted of the Haydocks 
in some sprightly tapology in ad- 
dition to their doubling into other 
aspects of the show; Foster, who 
does baritone copies of name bari- 
tones; Baxter, who snares laughs 
with his comedy magico; Don Tan- 
nen, comedy singer; Geene Court- 
ney and Linda Lombard, who are 
the femme decorations, etc. 

To borrow a standard gag, you 
may not like the show, but you're 
guaranteed to learn Yiddish. 

Kahan. 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Aug, 28. 

Billy May Orch (18), Nelle 
Fisher & Jerry Ross, Mack Trip- 
lets, Jay Marshall, Carol Simpson, 
Johnny O’Brien, Kathryn Duffy 
Dansations (7), Normandie Boys 
(3); no cover or minimum. 








With all flack broadsides listing | 
| Billy May’s tooting as a “big band | 
bash,” most visitors to this teepee | 
are made aware of a new word, but 
interpret it to mean bashed ear-| 
drums. The solid crew blows with | 
uninhibited elan—great for hip- | 


sters and the coke sct—but nerve- 
wracking to conversationalists. The 
interim dansapation stanzas are ter- 
rif, with May’s orchsters setting up 
the most insinuating beat heard 
in this room since Duke Ellington. 


What effect the blasting will 
have on attendance cannot be as- 
certained, though buzz is very fa- 
vorable about entire packet. Pro- 
ducer Hal Braudis takes many a 
;gambler’s chance when he brings 
/in top bands to headline. Many of 
|these previous sessions have paid 
| off, but only when a colorful array 
|of acts surround the sound and 
| fury of big musical units. 


May’s rocket into prime impor- 
|tance through his Capitol waxings 
|has helped to set off the current 
favor of dance bands retarded for 
many years. During the Thunder- 
| bird display, the orch exhibits 
| three tunes from its recording li- 
| brary—“Take My Sugar to Tea,” 
“Love is Just 
Comparison 
jto the great Jimmy Lunceford 
| sound cannot be made to the com- 
| bined output of May’s brass, reed 
and rhythm, but only to the reed 
|section. With Willie Smith blow- 
ing alto sax a keynote member of 
the Lunceford crew, and positioned 
the same with the May windjam- 
mers, there emerges a similar glis- 





|“Charmaine” and 





sando effect. Brass is on a some- 


what Kenton kick at times with | 





in the same league. Fusing of some , 
|of the swing period ideas with Pro- | 
gressive measures seems to be the 
|deal in all of May’s arrangements. 

Nelle Fisher & Jerry Ross are a) 
top terp team fresh from eastern 
vidshow and nitery circuits. Fresh 
is the word, for their work together | 
\is different, exciting and glossy. | 
,Opener with Miss Fisher as dance- | 
hall chick and Ross garbed as west- 
ern dude employs some difficult | 
jlegmania in moderne trend, with | 
followup routine a distinct change | 
into something pixie. Impact of | 
| pair's third round, which is spotted | 





—— May’s rhythm section | 
—and this was the solid core of | 
Lunceford’s driving wallop—is not | a Costa 
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at elose of show, is ultra-sexy 
“Willie the Weeper,” a heavily 
narcotic dose of weird dance forms 
using a tall red ladder as centre- 


piece. 

Mack Triplets build steadily 
from walkon a setup of 
varied tunes warbled with particu- 
lar attention to lyrics and melody. 
Three charmers look young and 
lovely in ruffly blue gowns as they 
intone “Have Yourself a Wonder- 
ful Time,” “What Good is a Gal 
Without a Guy” and “Once in a 
While.” Piquant airs offset any eye- 
brow lifts during “Sweet Violets,” 
and a calypso “It’s So Nice.’ En- 
thusiasm from tablers brings trio 
back for begoff encore with more 
verses of “It’s So Nice.” 

Jay Marshall is held over into 
this three-frame tour because, as 
he relates in opening lines, “There 
exists a disparity between my sal- 
ary and what money ,I owe the 
casino. I bow to their demands.” 
He highlights his comedy sesh with 
a rib on early ayem hillbilly yo- 
deler, accomping himself with off- 
tune uke. Also includes his ventro 
“Lefty” sketch, with double nod- 
ules of “If I Had My Way.” Earns 
good yocks. Will. 


Cafe de Paris, London 
London, Aug. 26. 
Carl Brisson, George Smith and 
Winston Lee orchs; $6 minimum. 


Although Carl Brisson has filled 
many legit engagements in London 
over the years, this is his cabaret 
bow. Booking is limited to a three 
weeks owing to other commit- 
ments, but the star should succeed 
in attracting a big share of the 
biz around town, normally lean at 
this time of year. 

Current engagement is Brisson’s 
first here since he headlined the 
Palladium program some _ three 
years back, and in the intervening 
period he appears to have lost 
none of his zest and exuberance. 
He abounds with energy, moving 
around the tables, hopping on to a 
chair or dancing across the floor. 
There is movement almost all the 
time. 

As a showman of the old school 
Brisson knows how to win and hold 





his audience. By means of a couple |* 


of asides immediately after his 
first entrance to the background of 
“White Gardenia,” he has most of 
the customers rooting for him, and 
as the act progresses with its full 
leavening of nostalgia, the ap- 
plause becomes more vociferous. 
He was forced to beg off after 
about 50 minutes at show caught. 


While a reasonable proportion 
of the act gives the singer oppor- 
tunity to do some of the songs 
linked with his name, there is a 
sufficiency of contrasting material 
to give the show a happy balance. 
In many respects it follows the 
standard of his nitery routine in 
the States with careful adaptations 
for local use. His medley from 
“Song of Norway” done in Scan- 
dinavian is an immediate fave. 
“Angelus,” which he last sang here 
at the Palladium, is again clicko, 
and “Pink Cocktail for a Blue 
Lady” receives a handsome mitt. 
“Maggadilla,” a winner in its own 
right, is enhanced by the presence 
of some fellow Danes who join in 
the chorus. Pop hits include “With 
These Hands,” “When You're in 
Love” and “The Last Time I Saw 
Paris,” and contrasting specialties 
are “The Old Lamplighter” and 
“The Handsome Texan.” 


Although not at capacity level, 
cafe was doing above-average biz 
for time of year on opening night. 
Backgrounding is ably done by 
Winston Lee orch which also pro- 
vides dance music with the George 
Smith band. Myro. 


ie 


Cafe Society, N. Y. 

Buddy Costa, Evans Bros. (2), 
Marian Callahan, Manhattan Paul, 
Sonny Roberts Orch; $2.50, $3.50 
minimums. 





Cafe Society Downtown, which 
reopened hurriedly after a summer 
layoff, last week is apparently em- 
barking on a policy of showcasing 
record singers who haven't had a 
click disk. Under this format, the 
spot can still continue its history 
as a showcase for fledglings. In 
the past, CSD brought to attention 
such names as Lena Horne, Zero 
Mostel and Josh White. 

Cafe teed off this policy with 
(New Acts), who 
orks on the Pyramid label. 
Costa’s major try for the bigtime 
came with his waxing of “Mask Is 
Off.” He gets along nicely here. 
_ Marian Callahan has a choice 
line of terps in the Spanish idiom. 
While her Latin adaptations show 
some imagination, she's still to ac- 
quire fluidity in this field. At one 
point in show caught she came 
into unscheduled contact with the 
floor. She failed to show her best 
at this performance. Manhattan 
Paul emcees. 

Evans Bros. (2) are under New 
Acts. The orch backing is by Sonny 


New Golden, Reno 
Reno, Aug. 27, 
Frances Faye, Continentals (4) 
Timmie Rogers, The Belmonts’ 
Golden Girls (8), Sterling Young 
Orch (9), Alice Hall Quartet: no 
cover or minimum, ; 





Booker Milton Deutsch was des. 
perate for a show to follow the re. 
cent phenom of Rosemary Clooney 
at the Golden. With an eye to the 
Labor. Day rush, he stayed up 
nights putting together not only 
another top show but the longest 
one on record this summer. With 
all acts encored to the limit of 
their material opening night, the 
layout clocked an hour and 35 
minutes. With three shows a night 
this is going to leave about an hour 
between performances during the 
evening traffic, when the bosses 
can expect the tables to do good 
business. ‘ 

Frances Faye, who wonders her- 
self if her type will ever come 
back, seems essentially assured that 
her type will go here. She has the 
difficult job of following three 
good acts, and although this is g 
telling blow and she suffers from 
it, she stili holds on. Midway in 
her song and piano shift, payees 
begin to forget about what went 
before. 

With piano up front, Miss Faye, 
with boom mike, chatters her way 
into a group of standards and some 
songs she wrote. “Get Happy” is 
her teeoff and other tunes include 
“April in Paris,” “Ace in the Hole,” 
“Darktown Strutter’s Ball” and 
“Boogie Woogie Wash-a-Woman.” 
On the verge of risque, and looking 
the part of the husky-throated bar 
star, she steers away and lands 
with just plain singing. 

Four Continentals, pared down 

from five, and with a new man in 
bass, stop show with clever anima- 
tion of such things as “Casey at the 
Bat,” a sagebrush medley and a 
college bit that finds the grid stars 
getting drunker and drunker. It's 
clicko comedy with top arrange- 
ments. “Flight of the Bumble 
Bee,” whistled solo with buzzing 
accompaniment, scores. “Shiek of 
Araby” with panto action registers 
in laugh department. 
Timmie Rogers, young Negro 
comedy singer with a big personal- 
ity, starts off with a special “Ev'ry- 
body Wants to Go to Heaven, But 
Nobody Wants to Die.” -»Next is 
“Good Whiskey and Bad Women.” 
This kind of material gets best re- 
action from tricky lyrics accented 
by his mugging. 

In a 15-minute array of hilarious 
comment on everything from taxes 
to women, lad gets in solid. When 
Rogers misses with material, he re- 
captures with personality. This 
combo should keep him moving 


up. 

The Belmonts start the act 
parade. - Off the trodden dance 
path, they move with vigor in their 
precise and original terps. A 
square dance rhumba highlights 
the gimmick stanza. 

Sterling Young takes over in the 
wake of the Paul Pendarvis orch. 
The Alice Hall Quartet continues 
to spell the band. Terry True’s 
line is sexy in sarong opener and 
in a jungle motif With brief leop- 
ard skins for curtain. Macu. 


Bimbo’s 365 Club, S.F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 29. 
Roger Ray, Peggy Mann, Landre 
& Verna, Arline Lindstrom, Will 
White, Dorothy Dorbin Dancers 
(10), Deryl Knox Orch (8); $2 
minimum. 





Bimbo and Sam Rosey have a 
package in this new talent collec- 
tion which rates as one of the most 
solid they have contrived in a long 
time. . , 

There are appealing slices © 
song, comedy and terping and the 
gals of the ensemble, garnished in 
sprightly costuming, help shape uP 
the total melange into a sparky en- 
tertainment stanza. This show is 
pretty good proof that standard 
fare, properly routined and paced, 
can keep the customers happy 4" 
the cash register ringing. 

The sheaf opens with six pranc- 
ing babes togged in_track outfits 
cavorting a “What a Race” routine 
with four long-stems to take in the 
slack. To highlight this sequence, 
Will White handles the vocals with 
ballerina Arline Lindstrom on 4 
home stretch. It’s good stuff — 
quiets the dinner clatter and lea $s 
into Peggy Mann’s vocal chore. 

Miss Mann has the voice a” 
looks for a payoff and her opener. 
“Somebody Loves Me,” sets her for 


7 “T’ Walk 
an easy breeze with Vil wa 
Alone” and “Botch-A-Me. ve 
which draw hefty kudos. Likew'!s 


her “Kiss of Fire’ encore with 
which she begs off to good ate 
tage. It is plain, however, pe 
this thrush is not hitting at fu . 
dimension and that her lack of mo 
mility is drag on her total appe a4 
She has a big voice and a goes 
range, which in the lower tones °° 
particularly exceptional, but 1 





Roberts, ose, 


(Continued on page 47) 


sities 






















































































i ; ihe. 
1 | e . 
4 “ a - 3 
' E ii 
“y 
4 
; are ie R 
‘ | VARIETY 47 
— Wednesday, September 3, 1952 | 
; : King Danny Kline Ore 
! Chuckie Fontaine Sheremede . e 
4 Larry Seldin Dcre Preacher Rollo 8 * 
4), Sans Sevci Note! Tony Paster’s | u eviews i 
1g die Snyder’ =| Bille ee" 
e 
on hy a “ CalChs Laverne Continued from page 46 & 
. Tma y . 
Saxony Hotel Jamie Lynn . diversity keeps attention 
WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 3 Hal Winters. png ao a fo rt rapes ft alt tinice getting tea off to a 
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° ection with bills below indicate epening day ef shew ure to move away 
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Serafin Bow, 18 Productions, 3 Preems 
To Highlight 9th Yr. of N.Y. City Opera 





The N. Y. City Opera will open 
ts ninth year at City Center, N. Y., 
Sept. 18, with what promises to 
be its most unusual fall season to 


date. Season will mark the first 
full year under direction of Jo- 
seph Rosenstock, who took over as 
eneral director last winter when 
ton Halasz stepped out after a 
hassle with management, : 


Highlight of the seven-week fall 
season will be the Center bow of 
vet conductor Tullio Serafin, famed 
onetime Met Opera maestro and 
more recently artistic director at 
La Scala, Milan, who'll conduct 
several Italian works, including 
the opening night’s “Tosca.” 

Repertoire will comprise 18 
operas, largest ever to be mounted 
in one season, and probably the 
most varied of any company, with 
works in French, Italian, German 
and English, and emphasizing post- 
1918 creations. 

Three new productions will be 
included. Ravel’s short “L’Heure 
Espagnole”; Bela Bartok’s short 
“Bluebeard’s Castle,” in its first 
U. S. stage presentation (NBC 
aired it in 1949), and Gian-Carlo 
Menotti’s full-length “The Con- 
sul.” Last-named, which ran on 
Broadway for a full season two 
seasons: ago, probably marks the 
first time that a Broadway legiter 
becomes a regular part of an opera 
company’s repertoire. 


Coin Loss Carryover 


Troupe comprises a varied group 
of young U. S. singers, with 14 new 
American voices added this fall. In 
addition, Serafin is bringing a 
couple of Italian singers with him, 
while the company will be addi- 
tionally augmented by the guest 
appearance of members of the 
Fujiwara Opera Co. of Tokyo for 
“Madame Butterfly.” 


Although the Center—a $2,000,- 
000 biz run on a _ shoestring—is 
carrying over a big loss from last 
season, and faces increased costs 
this year, the opera branch won't 
raise its top from last season’s 
$3.60. (The Met raises@ts tariff this 
fall, with top going from $7.50 to 
$8). Since last fall, the Center has 
had a 10% increase in salaries to 
musicians and _ stagehands, has 
added social security and unem- 
ployment insurance, and seen other 
house expenses increased. 


Opera, in last year’s fall and 
spring seasons, dropped about $30,- 
000 each session, for a 60G total, 
although the intervening opera 
tour to Chicago and elsewhere 
made some money. Center also lost 
$60,000 combined on its fall and 
spring ballet seasons in ’51-'52. 
The winter drama season made 
about $50,000, but the spring '52 
drama season, for the first time, 
lost money, for about a $35,000 
nick. 

The Center may also lose the 
services of Morton Baum, chair- 
man of its exec committee, and 
acknowledged sparkplug and co- 
ordinator of its varied activities. 
—~ is being prepped to run for 

. Y. State senator from his west 
side Manhattan district on the 
Republican ticket. 


College Into Mpls. Barn 
Act By Offering Credits 


; Minneapolis, Sept. 2. 
College at Bemidji, Minn., got 





into the act to give the Paul Bun-| 


yan strawhat its most successful 
eason and a policy that should 
eep it booming. 

Bemidji State Teachers college 
made a deal with Robert Gaus. 
Bunyan producer, to work summer 
school students into the theatre's 


program, offering college credits, | 


result, students and home talent 


understudied, supported profession- | 
actors in appearances, and stu- | 
ents built all sets, handled props, | 


worked lights, made costumes and 
acted as ‘Stage managers. 
Bemidji Playgoers Assn. fostered 


f the gimmick got full coo eration 
m KBUN, Bemidji sade station, 
and Bemidji Pioneer. Quest for 
rience drew not only kids from 

at college, but students from U. 
Minnesota, U. of North Dakota 


fis Carleton College as well, to 
ck up extra summer credits. 


Arrangement goes for 10 weeks. 


f summer season and is now es- 
blished as annual affair, 


the idea, and public service nature | 


Faye’s Alternating 
Roles in Westport 


Westport, Conn., Sept. 2. 


Faye Emerson gave the Westport 
Country Playhouse a dramatic 
novelty last week by alternating in 
two principal roles of James 
Priestley’s “Dangerous Corner” 
with Ruth Matteson. Ladies had 
limited rehearsals and only two 
weeks’ playing time before this en- 
gagement, but carried off assign- 
ments well. 

Luther Kennett, radio director, 
who staged the revival, was an- 
nounced for the male lead _ here, 
but John Forsythe stepped into 
the part at dress rehearsal. 
Forsythe had been with the com- 
pany in Olney and Falmouth, Cape 
Cod, but had begged off a third 

eek for a rest before other en- 
| gagements. 
“Dangerous 





Corner” 


Country Playhouse owners Law- 
rence Langner and Armina Mar- 
shall gave on opening night (25), 
to celebrate the birthday of their 
son, Philip. one of the theatre’s 
two managing directors. 


Renaud, Barrault Troupe 


To Do 7-Play Repertory 
In Four B’way Weeks 


The Madeleine Renaud, Jean- 
Louis Barrault Co. which Sol 
Hurok will present on Broadway 
for four weeks in November, will 
offer a unique repertory of seven 
French plays. Modern and classic, 
repertory will include two Moliere 
plays, one each of Marivaux, 
Anouilh and Feydeau, the Kafka- 
Gide-Barrault “Trial,” and _ the 
famed pantomime sequence, “Bap- 
tiste,” that Barrault did in his film, 
“Les Enfants du Paradis.” In ad- 
dition, works will have incidental 
scores by Honegger, Poulenc, and 
others. 

Troupe, housed at the Theatre 
Marigny in Paris, is a private com- 
pany, with no federal support, but 
the French government is paying 
round-trip transportation, as a 
goodwill gesture. Hurok will 
handle all other expenses, except 
in Canada, where the Canadian 
Concert & Artists Corp. will 
handle. Company.of 30 is headed 
by Barrault and Miss Renaud, his 
wife (remembered here from the 
film, ‘La Marternelle”). In addi- 
tion to “Enfants,” Barrault is prom- 
inent in the films “Symphonie Fan- 
tastique” and “La Ronde.” 

Troupe will open on Broadway 
Nov. 11, in a theatre to be selected. 
Four-week N. Y. run will be pre- 
ceded by four Canadian weeks, in 
Montreal, Quebec and Ottawa. 





Hurok’s London Deals 
London, Sept. 2. 
Sol Hurok planed into London 
from Milan last Thursday (28) and 
in the next few weeks will finalize 
arrangements for the presentation 
of several package shows in the 
United States and Canada. 
While in Paris Hurok inked the 
Renaud-Barrault company for 
fall season with a repertory which 


pin,” “Le Proces,”’. “Occupe-toi 
d’Amelie,” “Les Fausses onfi- 
dences” and the mime play. 


“Baptiste.” 
| During his present stay in Lon- 
| don 1e will settle the third coast- 
| to-coast tour of the Sadier’s Wells 
Bailet company and is aiso talking 
|a deal with the Old Vie manage- 
| ment. Hurok has again signed Em- 
lyn Williams and will take over 
| his one-man presentatign of “Bleak 
| House” which opens in London 
tomorrow (Wed.) after a recent try- 





/ Out at the Edinburgh Festival. 





Attenborough Set For 


‘Mousetrap’ With Wife 


London, Aug. 26. 
Richard Attenborough is leaving 
the cast of “Sweet Madness” to be- 
| gin rehearsals for Peter Saunders 
production of Agatha Christie’s 
thriller, “The Mousetrap,” in which 
Sheila Sim (Mrs. Attenborough) 
will co-star. “The Mousetrap” 
opens out of town Oct. 6 and moves 
into the West End on Nov. 25. 
Saunders produced the last 
Christie play, “The Hollow,” which 
Lee Shubert has acquired for a 
| Broadway run in the fall. 


| 


| and slow start this year. Situation 
company | 
|got in on a barn dance which} 


| Sept. 8. 
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Colony’ Tax-Exempt 
Greensboro, N.C., Sept. 2. 
The 20% Federal amusement tax 

has been lifted from “Lost Col- 
ony,” outdoor symphonic drama 
presented annually on Roanoke Is- 
land, This should mean a yearly 
saving to the show of $18,000 to 
$20,000 


Inside Stuff—Legit 
Considerable confusion and doubt apparently exist in legit circles 
regarding the new setup covering tax-free status of shows presented by 
profit groups. Rule is that only the non-profit organization itself can 
retain any of the waived levy, and that sharing terms with commer. 


cially-run theatres, etc., and royalties, star percentages of the gross and 
the like, must be based on the regular admission price, excluding tax, 





Bureau of Internal Revenue took 
the tax off the pageant after hear- 
ing North Carolina Att. Gen. Harry | 
McMullan’s argument that it was a | 
non-profit and educational venture. 
The show has in fact been subsi- 
dized by the state of North Caro- 
lina., Paul “Green work combines 
history, drama and music. 


Late, Slow Start 
For Philly Legit 


Philadelphia, Sept. 2. 


Philly's 1952-53 legit season is 
getting off to an exceptionally late 





parallels very closely that of three 
years back (1949-50), when there | 
was only one booking through the 
month of September. That was the 
musical tryout, “Touch and Go,” 
which preemed at the Forrest Sept. 
29. 


This year finds the season teeing | 
off next Monday (8) at the Erlanger | 
with the new edition of the old | 
farce hit, “Ladies Night,” now | 
known as “Good Night Ladies,” | 
which is cut-rating extensively for 
an indefinite run. Onby other Sep- 
tember booking will be “Time of 
the Cuckoo,” comedy tryout sked- 
ded for the Walnut Sept. 29. 


Although negotiations between 
theatre management and unions 
have been held up and have not 
yet reached a satisfactory conclu- 
sion, this has nothing to do with 
the late seasonal opening. It’s just 
a matter of no shows available, 
just as in 1949. Only other very 
late opening here in Philly came 
in the middle ’20’s, when all local 
houses were dark until nearly Nov. 
1, due to a stagehands strike. 


October prospects are a little 
rosier but none too good. Musical 
tryout, “Buttrio Square,” is sked- 
ded for the Forrest Oct. 6 and) 
“Top Banana” returns to the Shu- | 
bert same date. 


November will bring the inti- 
mate revue, “Two’s Company,” 
with Bette Davis, for a preem at | 
the Forrest, and the newly formed 
Chartock Gilbert & Sullivan com- 
pany and “Stalag 17.” 

Late opening of legit season and 
sparse number of bookings un- 
doubtedly helped inspire Theron 
Bamberger to prolong his strawhat 
season at the new Playhouse in the 
Park, plus fact that biz has been 
very good. Tent show outfit has 
“Blithe Spirit” this week and 
Shaw’s “Devil’s Disciple” week of 











Montreal Drama Season | 
Shaving Best in Decade; 
Longhair Vies With Lesit 


In cases where both the show management and the theatre have tax. 
free status, the sharing can be on the tax-inclusive higher amount. In 
all cases, however, the gross quoted by Varrety should be the tax. 
excluded lower figure. 

For example, the Los Angeles Civic Light Opera Assn., a tax-exempt 
organization, reports the regular gross of “South Pacific,” based on the 
admission price printed on the face of the ticket, and it splits with 
the show management (Rodgers & Hammerstein) on that amount. Simi- 
larly, the latter figures royalties, etc., on that basis. As a non-profit 
operation, however, Civic has tax-free status, so it instead of turning 
over the 20% tax to the Government, it retains this entire added 
amount, and does not split it with anyone. San Francisco Civic Light 
Opera, not a non-profit venture, collects the 20% tax and pays it to the 
Government in the standard way. 

In the case of “Porgy and Bess” at Dallas, both the show manage. 
ment and the State Fair Musicals organization are non-profit, so they 
shared the extra 20%. In that instance, however, author and director 
royalties were based on the regular admission price, excluding the tax. 
For the Chicago, Pittsburgh and Washington engagements, the “Porgy” 
management kept the entire 20% levy, since the respective theatres 
are commercial enterprises. However, in the case of Pittsburgh, the 
>< gross (that is, with the 20% added) was erroneously reported 
in VARIETY. 





“The Lady in Pink Tights,” nearly-completed operetta with music 
by the late Sigmund Romberg and book by Joseph Fields and Jerome 
Chodorov, is apnarently a dead project. The piece was near enough 
finished, includiug about 10 songs by Romberg, to go ahead with tenta- 
tive production plans. However, the problem of casting the femme lead, 
a French ballerina who could also sing and act and speak English 
clearly, was figured too tough. Because of the show’s emphasis on 
dancing, Blevins Davis and Robert Breen, currently associated in the 
revival of “Porgy and Bess,” had hoped to use the operetta as a vehicle 
for Ballet Theatre, in which Davis has a financial interest. Max Meth, 


| currently conducting the orchestra for “Pal Joey,” was to have been 


musical director of ‘‘Pink Tights.” 





Reported spat recently between J. J. Shubert and Sam Gerson, the 
Shuberts’ representative in Chicago, has apparently been ironed out. 
Immediately after the dispute, which is said to have occurred during 
a visit to Chicago by Shubert, it was reported in managerial circles in 
New York that Gerson had been fired. However, Lee Shubert is un- 
derstood to have intervened and smoothed over the situation, so Gerson 
was still on the job over last weekend and, according to one company 
manager, was making decisions he couldn’t have made without his cus- 
tomary authority. Gerson, who has had the Chicago spot for the 
Shuberts for some 30-odd years, has recently told acquaintances that 
he intends to retire soon. 





Chicago Stagebill, legit theatre program publisher, after polling 
1,323 theatregoers, has found that the average stubholder is between 20 
and 30 years of age. He or she goes to the theatre at least five times 
a year and the average is nearer 10. The number of playgoers in the 
earlier age bracket is 490;compared to 297 between 30 and 40, and 271 
between 40 and 50. Stagebill is coming out with a new format Sept. 
2 and will run photos from past as well as current hits. As result of 
readers’ recommendations, the type used is much larger this season, 
so that seatholders can read under the subdued theatre lighting. 


[ t Bit 
Stanley Richards has collab-;and Actors Fund president Walter 


orated with Paul Slecumb on a Vepeeen Bae. an in oT 
three-act comedy, “The Hobble-de- on eee will star in ae 





Hoy,” to be published by Banner 
Play Bureau and intended for col- 
lege and little theatre performance 
. . . Bob Corris, manager of the 
Auditorium, Rochester, in town last 
week to dicker for bookings for the 
fall season ... Theatre party agent 
Lenore Tobin back from Fire Is- 
land, N. Y., vacation... Dody 
Heath back from visit to her fami- 
ly on the Coast after vacationing 
in Europe and appearing in her 
original role in the Dallas produc- 
tion of “Tree Grows in Brooklyn” 
... Anne Sloper associate of John 
L. Toohey as pressagent of “Pal 





Montreal, Sept. 2. 
Upcoming legit season in Mon- | 


a treal looks the best in a decade. | 


For obvious reasons, His Majesty’s 


will include “Amphitryon,” “Sca-| Theatre has been renamed “Her” | Cape May, N. J., will portray Lady 


Majesty’s and general manager | 
Phil Maurice of Consolidated The- , 
atres, who operates Montreal’s only | 
legit house, opens the season this | 
week with “Goodnight Ladies,” and | 
is booked solid into November. | 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” with | 
Iva Withers, is skedded for Sept. | 
15, followed by Cornelia Otis Skin- | 
ner in “Paris 90” for a week start- 
ing Sept. 22. “Bagels & Yox” takes | 
over Sept. 29 for a six-day session. 
Tentative bookings for the follow-| 


‘|ing months and into °53 are en- | 


couraging with “Four Poster” and) 
“Bell, Book and Candle” included 


in the many possibles. | the production this season of “For- 


Between offerings booked by the | 
theatre, concert and ballet dates. 
are heavy. Canadian Concert & 
Artists Corp. brings in Jose Greco 
Sept. 10; following with S!avenska- | 
Franklin-Danilova Oct. 7 and Ana/| 
Maria Spanish Ballet Oct. 10, with | 
Ballet Theatre doing five days start- | 
ing Nov. 25. CCAC will also 
handle the Madeleine Renaud-Jean- | 
Louis Barrault company for Sol’! 
Hurok in Montreal, and interest is 
high with local French theatre- 
geers for this outfit, which opens. 
Oct. 15 and offers six plays through | 
to Nov. 2. 


‘Anne Reeve playing the femme 


| names 
| Sylvia Golden, author of the origi- 


Joey” and “In Any Language”... 
Nancy Sheridan, back from play- 
ing a featured role in “On Approv- 
al,” starring Arthur Treacher, at 


Macduff in a reading (a la “Don 
Juan in Hell”) of “Macbeth” at 
Lucille Lortel’s White Barn, West- 

rt, Conn., Sept. 14... Mary 


lead this week in “Love or Money” 
at the Jennerstown (Pa.) Play- 
house. 


Windsor Lewis will be produc- 
tion stage manager and John Trel- 
fall stage manager of “Bernadine” 
.. . Richard Aldrich due back from 
Cape Cod next week after shutter- 
ing his strawhats at Dennis, Fal- 
mouth and Coonamessett, Mass. 
... Charles K. Freeman will direct 
and partner with John Wildberg in 


ever Young” an adaptation by 
Gilbert Seldes of Cesare Meano’s 
“La Nascita di Salome” (“The 
Birth of Satome’’). The play may 
be done first in London ... “The 
Last Island,” by Eugene Raskin, 
will be premiered in January by 
Margo Jones at her Theatre ’53 ... 
Additional backers of the $60,000 
production of “Gypsies Wore High 
Hats,” not included among the 
previously printed, are 





nal novel, “The Neighbors Needn’t 
Know,” from which the play is | 
adapted, with a $1,200 slice; CBS) 


lresearch exec Oscar Katz, $1,800, 


Shrike,” which Kermit Bloomgar- 
den will send on tour, opening 
Oct. 16 in New Haven... The Em- 
pire, N. Y., will be torn down next 
June to make way for an office 
building Although Thomas 
Hammond is going ahead with im- 
mediate production of “The Gam- 
bler,” thus postponing plans for 
the presentation of “Portrait of a 
Lady” until mid-November, there's 
no mention of Olivia de Havilland 
reverting to her original intention 
of starring in the latter play, de- 
spite the fact that she’ll probably 
be finished with her current stint in 
“My Cousin Rachel” at 20th-Fox 
considerably before that . . . Ernest 
H. Martin, co-producer of “Guys 
and Dolls,” leaves tomorrow 
(Thurs.) for London to arrange for 
a presentation of the musical there. 
His partner, Seymour Feuer, has 
returned from the Coast, where's 
he’s been huddling with Cole Por- 
ter, Abe Burrows and Michael 
Kidd on their new show, “Can- 
Can.” *k: 

Although Nat Dorfman ifs new 
general press rep for the Theatre 
Guild, Reginald Denenholz contin- 
ues as press rep for the Guild- 
American Theatre Society and is 
also handling press for “Seagulls 
Over Sorrento.”.. Mrs. Florence 
Jakob (“Jake”), vet Theatre Guild. 
N.Y., receptionist, quitting. . .Tony 
Buttitta, press head for L.A. and 
Frisco Civic Light Opera groups, 
due in N.Y. shortly, en route to Eu- 
rope. Together with Bill Zwissiz, 
and Ed Hensley of the Ansett 
Travel Service, Buttitta is sponsor- 
ing a European tour this fall to 
cover various festivals. Tour pub- 
licity bears the Frisco Opera 
group’s endorsement. 

Joe Moss, business manager of 
the Boston' Summer Theatre this 
season, has been appointed gen- 
eral manager of “The Gambler. 
which is skedded to go into re- 
hearsal in N.Y. Sept. 11... Edward 
E. Danford, a Syracuse U. public 
relations assistant for the past 
three years, has been named to the 
new pédst of public relations di- 
rector for the RPI Field House 
Troy, N.Y. 
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Hub Barns Still Active; ‘Jezebel, 76, 
Matunuck; Other Strawhat Straws 


Boston, Sept.2. + 





With shuttering of the Brattle 
Theatre last Thursday (28), Hub 
strawhatters have dwindled to Bos- 
ton Summer Theatre and County 
Playhouse, both operated by Lee 
Falk and Al Capp. Intown spot is 
skedded to wind its 13th season 
week of Sept. 8 with “Happy 
Time.” starring Denise Darcel, but 
there’s possibility that the subur- 
ban barn will continue a week or 
two longer. Set for next week is 
“The Desert Song,” with all but 
leads recruited from this area. 
Present indications are that the 
Brattle will remain shuttered un- 
til the first of the year unless ade- 
quate financial backing is secured 
to underwrite a lengthier season. 

Miriam Hopkins and Peter 
Lorre, co-starring in “A Night At 
Madamie Tussard’s,” pulled a slick 
$11,500 as the season’s top grosser 
at Boston Summer Theatre. Ad- 
vance sale for the current ‘“Jeze- 
bel’s Husband,” starring Claude 
Rains, has been hefty. 

“One Touch of Venus,” with 
Carol Bruce, at County Playhouse, 
fell below expectations, winding 
with a mildish $9,000 for the week. 
Denise Darcel in “Happy Time” is 
current. 

“A Doctor in Spite of Himself,” 
with Zero Mostel, wound activities 
at the Brattle Theatre with a neat 
$1,400 for three performances. 





‘Jezebel’ $6,900, Matunuck 
Matunuck, R. I., Sept. 2. 

“Jezebel’s Husband,” starring 
Claude Rains, with Claudia Morgan 
and Carmen Mathews featured, 
grossed a moderate $6,900 in a try- 
out stand last week at Theatre-by- 
the-Sea here. At a $3.60 top, the 
529-seat house had a capacity of 
$10,400. The Robert Nathan 
comedy drew generally favorable 
reaction, but needs rewriting, and 
is being taken off for revision and 
recasting. 

This week’s bill, the season 
finale, is a tryout of ‘Mistress Lig- 


(Continued on page 53) 


Aldrich & Myers May Get 
Bea Lillie; Season Sked 


Most Extensive in Years 


Richard Aldrich and Richard 
Myers, in association with Julius 
Fleischmann, already presenting 
“Moon Is Blue” in New York and 
on tour, have one tentative new 
production and a number of other 

rojects lined up for this season. 

t’s the most extensive list they’ve 
had in years. 


On the immediate schedule is 
the tryout of “Gypsies Wore High 
Hats,” Joseph Kramm’s dramatiza- 
tion of Sylvia Golden’s novel, “The 
Neighbors Needn’t Know.” After 
opening at Aldrich’s Falmouth 
Playhouse, Coonamessett, Mass., it 
played a week at the co-producer’s 
other strawhat, the Cape Play- 
house, Dennis, Mass., and next 
week will be at the Pocono Play- 
house, Mountainhome, Pa. Kramm, 
who is also directing, has been re- 
vising the script and is rehearsing 
this week, with Sylvia Sidney and 
Stephen Bekassy as leads, Tenta- 
tive plans for a Broadway engage- 
ment depend on how the play looks 
at Mountainhome. 


There’s a likelihood that Aldrich 
& Myers, with Fleischmann, may 
present “An Evening with Beatrice 
Lillie’ on Broadway in the fall. 
Aldrich was instrumental in per- 
suading the British comedienne to 
do a barn tour, and helped her as- 
semble the material. The star has 
indicated to friends that, although 
several managements have sought 
the revue, she would probably give 
A&M the nod, but nothing will be 
decided until her attorney, Howard 
Reinheimer, returns from his cur- 
rent stay at Sun Valley. 

‘Mama’ Prospect 

“Gainsborough Girls,” the Cecil 
Beaton play which was tried out 
in England last year, is still on 
the A&M list of possibilities. A 
revised script was recently received 
from the author, but the producers 
haven't yet conferred on it. “Here’s 
Mama,” the legit version of the 





Finian’ One-Nite Tour Of 
New England Film Houses 


Boston, Sept. 2. 

A special production of “Finian’s 
Rainbow,” produced and directed 
by Charles Harrow, has been sked- 
ded for a series of one-night stands 
in 12 motion picture theatres of 
the New England Theatres Corp. 
Company, organized in New York, 
will travel via buses, complete with 
scenery and necessary props, with 
teeoff performance slated for the 
Olympia, New Bedford, Sept. 8, 
winding tour at Paramount, New 
Haven, Sept. 21. Admission scale 
will vary at each situation, but at 
no time will exceed a $2.40 top. 

If venture clicks, circuit execs 
plans to follow up with “Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes” and “Mr. 
Roberts.” 


Bel Geddes Due 
Back For ‘Moon’ 





co-star of the Broadway company 
of “Moon Is Blue,” is due to re- 
turn to her original femme lead 
Oct. 1, as specified in her contract. 
It had previously been assumed 
that the F. Hugh Herbert comedy 
might close about Labor Day at 
the Henry Miller, N. Y., and be 
taken to London, where the ac- 
tress and co-star Donald Cook are 
signed to play it. Barry Nelson, 
also co-starred in the third princi- 
pal role, hasn’t decided whether to 
go to England with the show. 

Pending Miss Bel Geddes’ re- 
turn, Janet Riley is co-starred as 
femme lead, having succeeded 
Maggie McNamara, who recently 
withdrew because of illness. Mur- 
ray Hamilton, formerly Miss Mc- 
Namara’s co-star in the Chicego 
troupe, subbed for Nelson during 
latter’s recent vacation. Cook has 
not taken a summer layoff. 

With Miss Bel Geddes due back 
in four more weeks, Aldrich & 
Myers, in association with Julius 
Fleischmann, plan to keep the show 
on Broadway as long as business 
warrants, after which it would be 
taken to London. Meanwhile, a 
touring edition co-starring David 
Niven, Diana Lyrin and Scott Brady 
is playing the Coast, and a third 
troupe may be formed to tour the 
southwest. 


WINDUP ‘CHARLEY’ GAIN 
SEEN HITTING $325,000 


Backers of “Where’s Charley?” 
have just received a $50,000 divi- 
dend on the Cy Feuer-Ernest H. 
Martin production. That brings the 
profits on the 1948-49 musical to 
$305,000. It was capitalized at 
$200,000,~plus $50,000 overcall. 

The latest payoff represents ac- 
cumulated profits for the last year. 
Income from the film sale was dis- 
tributed previously. There is an ad- 
ditional $5,000 or so available, 
which will be augmented slightly 
by returns on the stock rights, etc., 
so the ultimate total profit is ex- 
pected to reach about $325,000, 


Pitt Nixon Set for Solid 
Legit Bookings All Fall 


Pittsburgh, Sept. 2. 
The Nixon, town’s sole legit site, 
looks headed for its best getaway 
in years this season, with solid 
bookings right through the first of 
the year, following the opener; 
“Oklahoma,” Sept. 29. It'll be fol- 








|lowed by another visit of “Mister 


Roberts,” this time with Tod An- 
drews, who has never appeared in 
the hit here before, and either 
“Paint Your Wagon” or “A Tree 
Grows in Brooklyn.” 





Katharine Cornell launches her 
|tour in “The Constant Wife” here 


Barbara Bel Geddes, vacationing | 


Who, Me? 

Since many members of the 
League of N. Y. Theatres, in- 
cluding those on the board of 
governors, also belong to the 
Assn. of Theatrical Press 
Agents & Managers, efforts to 
work out a new contract be- 
tween them are making slow 
progress. In several instances 
scheduled discussion meetings 
had to be postponed because 
the League couldn't’ get 
enough non-ATPAM board 
members to attend. 

As one member of -the pro- 
duced organization expressed 
it; “We keep finding ourselves 
negotiating with ourselves.” 








For the first 10 weeks of its 





| ‘New Faces” earned an operating 
| profit of $27,063, plus $1,594 roy- 
|alty from Bendtx Washing Machine 
| (for use of the product in the 
ishow) and $4,476 from RCA-Victor 
| for advance royalties on the origi- 
inal-cast album. That brought the 
total net to $33,133 and left $96,- 
(778 still to be recouped on the 
| $159,400 investment. There has 
| been no return of capital, but $14,- 
|955 is available for repayment of 
loans. 

According to the most recent ac- 
countant’s statement, the Leonard 
Sillman production grossed a total 
| of $275,285 for the 1042-wk. period 
'ended July 26. It had one capacity 
stanza (the week ended June 14) 
and approximated sellout figures 
consistently until the seasonal 
slump started in July, when the 
gross slid to $18,554 and $18,542 
for the respective weeks ended 
July 19 and July 26. The operating 
|net varied over that period from a 





| profit of $6,758 for the week ended | 
| June 21 to respective losses of $2,- | 


975 and $2,697 for the July 19 and 
July 26 frames. 


Accountant’s report shows that 
“New Faces” was originally fi- 
nanced at $134,000, including in- 
vestments of $58,750 by Walter P. 
Chrysler, Jr., and a total of $34,- 
000 by members of the Barber and 
Grace steamship families. In addi- 
tion, there were production loans of 
$25,400 (to be repaid first), for 
which Sillman assigned 8-14/30% 
of the profits of his producer's 
share. The production cost was 


(on a $17,934 gross for 12 per- 
formances in Philly). 


Statement reveals that besides 
$8,943 in bonds and deposits, ap- 
proximately $13,000 was guaran- 
teed by Lee Shubert, who operates 
the Royale, N. Y., where the revue 
is playing, to be replaced out of 
first Broadway profits. There is 
also a $15,000 sinking fund. 


An unusual aspect of the produc- 
tion cost breakdown is an item of 
$1,125 as producer salary. Also, 
the operating statement shows a 
weekly item of $300 royalty for 
New Faces, Inc., in addition to the 
$250 for office expense. The cast 
payroll has been running about 
$3,400 a week, with the musicians 
bill about $1,600 (plus an average 
of about $300 for conductor), $1,- 
600 for crew and almost $700 for 
extra stagehands. 

Authors royalties (including 
sketches, music and lyrics) total 
6%, director royalties (overall 
staging, sketches, musical num- 
bers) come to a little over 2%, and 
there is a straight $225 in royalties 
(reduced to $200 for the week 
ended July 26) for the designers. 
The theatre deal gives the show 
70% of the first $20,000 gross and 
75% thereafter. 

The musical is currently in its 
17th week on Broadway. 





WLS-Owned Chi Legiter 
To Woo Touring Groups 

Chicago, Sept. 2. 
Eighth St. Theatre, under lease 
to radio station WLS for the past 
|20 years, was sold to the latter 
| last week and will undergo exten- 
sive remodeling. House, on south 
end of the Loop, has had several 





television series based on the Kath-| Oct, 20, with Phil Silvers in “Top | theatrical offerings in the past few 
ryn Forbes novel, “Mama's Bank | Banana” next and then the Bette| years, but most of its inhabitants, 
Account,” is also a prospect for | Davis revue, “Two's Company” for | beside the National Barn Dance Operatic sequences will be shot in 


A&M presentation on Broadway, 


a fortnight, starting Nov. 3. 


Pr en . et oi 
‘New Faces’ Earns $33,000 sdteeane tabula te’ 4. ee. 


ls Still to Be Recouped late Sam H. Harris. 


Broa@way run, through July 26, | 


$113,169, plus $15,815 tryout loss | 


Shuberts Patch Up 


Two-Year-Old 


Ticket Tariff Tiff With Sullivan 


7% 





‘Sky,’ ‘Spider’ Revival 
Plans Nixed by Lewises 


Albert and Arthur Lewis, ready- 


sler’s “Greatest Story Ever Told” 
for the road, have dropped plans 
for a revival of their 1940-41 musi- 
cal, “Cabin in the Sky,” for which 
Pearl Bailey was set for the role 

Also 





vival of “The Spider,” Oursler- 


In First 10 Weeks; 966 Lowell Brentano thriller produced 


in 1926-27 by Albert Lewis and the 


The Lewises were represented 
| on Broadway last season by “Three 
Wishes for Jamie.” 


‘Wagon Rolls To 
956 Final Loss 





“Paint Your Wagon,” Cheryl 
Crawford's recent production of 
the Alan Jay Lerner-Frederick 


Loewe musics!, represented a loss 
of $95,936, zecording to the final 
accounting. The show was fi- 
nanced at $225,000, plus 10° over- 
call. It cost $256,070 tod bring in, 
including tryout loss. There has 
been $135,000 repaid to the back- 
ers, and $15,564 ‘is available for 
distribution. 

Gross for the final weé@k, ended 
July 26, was $9,901, of which 
$5,500 went for the theatre guar- 
antee, leaving a deficit of $12,644. 
On a total gross of $1,259,881 for 
the 29l-performance Broadway 
run, the show earned an operat- 
ing profit of $83,476, plus $71,856 
share of the film $200,000 film 
sale, $2,994 advance on British 
royalties, $2,495 advances on sheet 
musie royalties and $793 from the 
sale of souvenir programs. Closing 
expenses were $1,480. 

A tour of the production, with 
Burl Ives starring in the role orig- 
inated by James Barton and sub- 
sequently played by Eddie Dow- 
ling, is planned for this fall by 
Wolfe Kaufman and John Yorke, 
respective pressagent and general 
manager for Miss Crawford. They 
intend to use the same physical 
production and most of the original 
cast. 


WILLIAMS SETS 20-WEEK 
U.S. TOUR AS DICKENS 


Emlyn Williams, who played the 
U. S. briefly last season in a pro- 
gram of readings from Charles 
Dickens’ works (dressed as Dick- 
ens when the latter delivered the 
same dramatic readings some 80 
years before), will return in Janu- 
ary for a 20-week tour, again un- 
der Sol Hurok management. 

Actor, who opens tonight ( Wed.) 
in London in a solo reading of his 
own adaptation of Dickens’ “Bleak 
House,” again made up as Dickens, 
will present both “Bleak House” 
and last season's Dickens miscel- 
lany in the U. S. on alternate 
weeks or nights. Williams will 
open in Boston mid-January and 
tour west, returning to N. Y. end 
of April or early May for a four- 
week run. His tour will consist 
mainly of one-nighters. 


Patrice Munsel Disks 10 
Songs for ‘Melba’ Pic Bow 


Patrice Munsel, Met Opera so- 
prano, who went to Europe in 
June for her honeymoon with Rob- 
ert Schuler, began recording the 
musical numbers for her first film, 
the “Nellie Melba” screen biogra- 
phy, in London last week. There 
are 10 numbers in all, from eight 
operas. 

Picture is being produced in 
|England and on location in Italy, 
|by S. P. Eagle for United Artists, 
with Lewis Milestone directing. 











Henry |Tradio show which emanates from | several Italian opera houses and 


if Peggy Wood will agree to star| Fonda in “Point of No Return,”|there on Saturday nights, have |jn London’s Covent Garden Opera 
in the title role she plays in the | Mae West in “Come On Up,” Edna| been in the amateur and semi-pro- 
TV edition, After the comedy’s | Best in “Jane” and S. M. Shartock’s | fessional group. 


boxoffice cleanup this summer at 


| Gilbert & Sullivan troupe will 


However, management 


the Ogunquit (Me.) Playhouse and | carry the Nixon through to the new| trying to interest touring groups 


(Continued on page 50) 


year, 


jto play the spot. 


is now | 


| House. Film begins actual shooting 
this week. 

Miss Munsel is expected back in 
— U. S. middle of October to re- 
port for the Met season. 


ing a production of Fulton Our-| 


* Relations between the Shuberts 


and the Sullivan theatre ticket 
agency, which have been off and 
/on since their open break two years 
| ago, are now apparently amicable 
| again. According to managements 
with shows playing Shubert houses 
in New York, the old Sullivan al- 
lotments, in force before the split, 
have been back in effect several 
weeks. No explanation has been 
offered for the renewal. 

At the time of the break a couple 
of years ago, Lee Shubert and John 
A. Sullivan, president of ‘a 
agency, declined to reveal t 
cause of their dispute. Shubert 
denied trade reports that the is- 
sue was a demand for an increase 
of the purported 25c-per-ticket fee 
,for Sullivan's allotments at Shu- 
| Reet theatres. Since Sullivan, with 
outlets in most of the leading New 
York hotels, was the major dis- 
tributor of tickets to transients, 
| there was considerable indignation 
| among managers of current shows 
over the curtailment of the Sulli- 
| van allotments. Despite protests, 
however, Shubert refused to budge. 

About that time, the Liberty 
agency was opened in Shubert Al- 
ley -at 44th St., adjacent to the 
Shubert Theatre, where Lee Shu- 
bert’s office is located. It was 
commonly understood in the trade 
that the Shuberts were interested 
in the new outfit, and other agency 
allotments at Shubert houses were 
reduced to supply it. Despite more 
grumbling over this development, 
the new arrangement stood. 

Belief among managers is that 
since Liberty has not achieved a 
dominant position in the agency 
field, Shubert has found it neces- 
sary to settle his quarrel with Sul- 
livan, who has maintained his 
branches in the hotels.. Fact that 
Sullivan has never publicly at- 
tacked Shubert or revealed the 
cause of their tiff is credited with 
facilitating the truce. 


‘Bell’ Bookings Running 
Gamut in Autumn Touring 
Through West, Midwest 


Shepard Traube’s touring pro- 
duction of “Bell, Book and Can- 
dle,” currently playing the north- 
west before going to Los Angeles 
and San Francisco, has some un- 
usual bookings for its subsequent 
route through the southwest and 
midwest into early December. For 
instances the production will be 
trucked between some of the Texas 
dates where rail connections are 
difficult, and several of the stands 
are slated to open on Saturday or 
Sunday nights. 

The Joan Bennett-Zachary Scott 
starrer, after elosing Oct. 18 in San 
Francisco, goes to the Capitol, Salt 
Lake City, Oct. 20-21; Chief, Colo- 
rado Springs, Oct. 23; Municipal 
Auditorium, Denver, Oct. 24-25; 
Forum, Wichita, Oct. 27; Oklahoma 
City, Oct. 28; Ft. Worth, Oct. 29-30; 
and Dallas, Oct. 31-Nov. 1. 


The John van Druien comedy 
next goes to San Antonio, Nov. 2-3; 
Austin (Scott’s hometown), Nov. 4; 
Houston, Nov. 5-6; New Orleans, 
Nov. 8-15; Baton Rouge, Nov. 17-18; 
Little Rock, Nov. 19-20; Memphis, 
Nov. 21-22; Kansas City, Nov. 24- 
26; Des Moines, Nov. 27 (Thanks- 
giving Day, when a large conven- 
tion is in town); Omaha, Nev. 28- 
29, and Milwaukee, Dec. 1-8. 


After closing its current stand 
Sunday night (7) at the Metropoli- 
tan, Seattle, the show goes to the 
Mayfair, Portland, Sept. 8-12; Bilt- 
more, Los Angeles, Sept. 15-27, and 
Geary, San Francisco, Sept. 29- 
Oct. 18. 


‘Bagels’ Tees Off Hub 


Boston, Sept. 2. 

The Frub’s legit season tees off 
{next Sunday (7) with a return en- 
gagement of “Bagels and Yox,” 
here for a two-week stint, with in- 
dications that it will repeat the 
capacity biz racked up during its 
previous visit here. 

Revue plays its first week at the 
| Shubert, moving to the smaller 
| Majestic for its final week, to make 
ithe Shubert available for re- 
hearsals for the new musical, “But- 
\trio Square,” which is slated to 
i‘preem here Sept. 22. 
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Plays Out of Towa 


The Virginian 


Abingdon, Va., Aug. 26. 

Robert Porterfield productien of 
comedy-drama in two acts (17 scenes), 
adapted trom Owen Wister novel by 
Margaret Perry. Staged by Miss Perry. 
Sets, Mark Statham; choreography, Rich- 
ard Chase; lighting. Lauren Farr. - At 
Barter Theatre, Abingdon, Va., Aug. 25, 
"32 : 


a re eS Fae Owen Phillips 
Short P< cndeeenenneteene Frank Lowe 
OOM -.« i cechava coeenks Charles Quinlivan 
Trampas ..ccsecececes: Woodrow Romof 


John Hallow 
Sylvia Short 

Jerry Oddo 
Lauren Farr 
David Cross 


Ed sensepodoesesesess 
Molly Wood 

Bartender 
ist Cowboy 
2nd Cowboy 


seer sereeeeee 
eee eee aeereeeeet 
Terre r eee eee 


Earl Seli 


rd COWDOY .ccceceeee:- , : 
a oa ececcecoees Robert Porterfield 
Scipio —s_. >. see eeeeees Michael Lewis 


Charles Bayly, Jr. 
Dorothy LaVern 
John Holland 


Judge Henry 
Mrs. Henry 





Fagg RL PE SE Tom McKeehan 
Musician =... .cecacseces Robert Gallico 
Mrs. Taylor ....-ccccces: Barbara Benziger 
A Young Girl ..cceeees+s Dinah Farr 
Ast Child -cadopaceeeres< Diane Totten 
2nd Child 2... .cseeeeeees Kenneth Price 

Margaret Perry, who adapted 


and staged the Owen Wister classic, 
has combined the Wister language 
and action with Frederic Reming- 
ton painting imagery, for an imagi- 
native, exciting show. It should 
be a hit on the winter culture cir- 
cuit for which it’s destined in Jan- 
uary, February and March next 
year. ’ 
, Miss Perry has followed the Wis- 
ter novel in essential detail and 
bas arranged scenes with a sure 
sense of showmanship. The story, 
published 50 years ago, laid down 
formulas for the cowboy western 
with ingredients that have never 
been improved on. ; 
Story is told from the point of 
view of Wister, named Dude in the 
script, because Miss Perry was for- 
bidden by his heirs to use Wister's 
name in the play. Starting with 
Dude’s arrival in Medicine Bow, 
Wyo., to visit a friend's ranch, 
there follow a stagecoach smashup, 
poker game brawi, boarding house 
horseplay, wagon trip through the 
mountains and a schoolhouse Sat- 
urday night. There’s the pretty 
school-teacher from the east for a 
heroine; and for hero, the cowboy 
from Virginia who saves her from 
the river. Villian is a black-dyed 
cowhand filled with hatred for the 
hero. Horse-stealing, posse chase 
and lynching, and final gun-play on 
Medicine Bow streets, complete 
the action. Conflict between Dude’s 
and the heroine’s ideas of justice, 


and the cowboy handling of jus-| 


tice, is well defined and resolved 
with. credibility in Miss Perry's 


adaptation, 

Miss Perry has organized the 
play into 17 scenes with fluidity 
and imagination. Drawing on 


Remington paintings for figure 
groupings as well as for stage sets, 
she makes an original statement 
about the affinity between Wister 
and Remington. Her writing is 
done with minimum of words and 
with skillful use of audience imag- 
ination and participation. 

Choreography by Richard Chase, 
folk-dance authority, is integrated 
into action of the play and never 
supplants action or crowds the 
stage. Sets make use of a back- 
drop screen on which paintings in 
the style of Remington are project- 
ed from the rear. They are par- 
ticularly effective in the wagon 
ride and lynching scenes. 

Owen Phillips, 
and actor, plays Dude with under- 


standing of the character of Wister 
and successfully sets the tone of 


the play. His lines are wholly 
Wister’s, taken net only from the 


novel, but from Wister letters as‘ 


well. Woodrow Romoff gives the 
outstanding performance of the 
play as Trampas, villain of the 
piece. He plays with minimum of 
gesture, and all gestures meaning- 
ful. Supporting parts are excel- 
lently done. Barter producer Rob- 
ert Porterfield plays the Virginian. 
Miss Perry’s “Virginian” has in- 
teresting possibilities for Broad- 
way. Ande. 


The Country Giri 
San Diego, Aug. 30. 


Paula Stone & Mike Sloane presenta- 
tion of drama in two acts (eight scenes) 
Stars Robert Young. 


by Clifford Odets. 


Naney Kelly, Dane Clark. Directed by 
Lee Strasberg. Sete and lighting, Boris 
Aronson. At Russ Auditorium, 


Diego. Aug. 29, °52; $4.20 top. 
Bernie Dodd 
Larry 

Phil Cook 

Paul Unger 
Naney Stoddard 
Frank Elgin 

Georgi Elgin 


Fev eceveseoedcis David Sieine: 
Cee Ceesececeges Roger 


ces ccecencese Robert 


Barter director 


Sav 

“" | been. 
Dane Clark 
Cole | . 

Norman Sturgis | Essie Jane Corvell as the deter- 


vive ese Maggie Magennis/ mined aunt, and Lillian Little, her 


bottle-hitting actor’s comeback and 
the tender-tough relationship of 
man, wife and director is basically 
good. It’s the type of play which 
either draws out good acting, if 
the talent is there, or can magnify 
weaknesses. ‘ 

In this case, the play reveals 
Robert Young as an actor of range 
and quality. Same holds for Dane 
Clark. Both are excellent. As for 
Nancy Kelly, there’s never been 
any doubt as to her stature. 

Miss Kelly clearly dominates the 
play in a powerful portrayal. As 
the actor’s terribly tired wife, Miss 
Kelly seems the anchor in which 
the others~find a sense of stage 
security. At the start, for example, 
both Young, as the old actor, and 
Clark. as the young director, have 
opposite, respective flaws. Likely 
due to his many years in films, 
Young is guilty of underplaying at 


this point while Clark is hard- 
boiled and loud-mouthed without 
restraint. . 


Both improve immediately, how- 
ever, when Miss Kelly enters the 
scene. In Young’s case, this oc- 
casions a curious parallel. For the 
play tells of a director bringing 
out the almost-destroyed talent of 
a good actor, but what happens on 
stage is Young’s own emergence 
from the film-acting cocoon in his 
byplay with Miss Kelly. And once 
Young recaptures the acting spark, 
he clutches it like a warm memory, 
which likelv it must have been. 

Miss Kelly’s scenes with Clark 
|are also socko Only a mite more 
shading would help Clark’s char- 
acterization, since the inner. vol- 
ieano of his personality erupts too 
| frequently. Otherwise, Clark's 
tight-fisted vitality and dynamic 
striding manner are perfect for 
the role. 

Remainder of the cast has little 
|to do. Some minor roles could 
| stand improvement, however. In 
lg ee Maggie Magennis seems 
less the “young, silly actress than a 
caricature of a frightful adoles- 
cent. As the producer, Roger Cole 
could hit harder, and the play- 
wright. Norman Sturgis, might 
tone down the naivete. David 
Sheiner’s stage manager is a good 
job, with the right blend of pa- 
tience and _ exasperation. Lee 
Strasberg’s staging and _ Boris 
Aronson’s lighting and sets are 
firstrate. 

In sum, a play with wallop that 
should do well on the road and 
perhaps is strong enough even to 
|} attempt a New York revival. 

Don. 








The Cat in the Cage 


Atlantic City, Sept. 2. 

Ada V. Fenno & Gianni Pitale produc- 
tion_of comedy-drama in three acts (four 
scenes) by Howard Richardson and 
Frances Goforth. Directed by Richardson. 
Sets by Frank Miller. At Quarterdeck 
Theatre. Hotel Morton, Atlantic City, Aug. 
25: $2.40 top. 
Sadie Chiders ........ Essie Jane Coryell 
eS ae ee oe Lillian Little 
Maude Ivy Carnahan....... Sally Moffett 
PS Ore Allan Sues 
Fritz Flowers ........ Frank Hammerton 
Bertha Flowers 


Lavada Flowers............ Jane Spark« 
Ernie Carnahan........ .. John Glennon 
+ an Sere Gabrielle Michaels 





As their final offering of their 
second season, the Pleasant Mill 
Players have picked an original, 
showing it three days here in At- 
lantic City, and three days at their 
Pleasant Mill spot. 

“The Cat in the Cage” is another 
of a long line of vehicles using the 
deep, “ignorant” rural south as 
its locale. Its action through three 
acts is on a single set, the main 
room of a small! hotel in rural Bes- 
semer City, N.C, 

Here two elderly sisters try to 
reshape ‘the lives of their niece, a 
southern belle who caught her 
Yankee sailor groom fresh from 
the Navy, as well as mould the af- 
fairs of their boarder and the girl 
next door. 

Situations resulting are good for 
many laughs. The play has a fair 
plot with an unexpected, surpris- 
ing ending, the Yankee getting out 
of a bad spot with nothing more 
than a bellyfull of “southern hos- 
pitality.” thanks to the plots of the 
dominant sister. 

At several points, the authors 
offer the scene as it might have 
é and then use a narrator to 
_ bring it back as it really happened. 
| Carrving the top burdens are 











jmildlvy tempered hymn-singing sis- 


Siew ee ...Naney_ Kelly | . 

Ralph vecces Richard : ee iter; Sally Moffet, (daughter of Er- 
: —— |nest Truex) as the southern bride, 

: Road tour of the Clifford Odets| and John Glennon as her Yankee. 

yenicte 


appears 


ance breakin at Russ 
here. Audience response was most 
enthusiastic. 
where Hollywood 
tle ice—the 125 
viding a good 
film names, but for 
and a strong production. 
Odets’ drama concerning 


Auditorium | Sparks, as 


ee ars a certain click | slow-moving sailor. Allan Sues, as 
alter an auspicious three-perform- | the 


native son boarder; Jane 
the belle next door; 


‘Frances Goforth. who helped au- 


This being a town thor the piece; Frank Hammerton, 


glamor cuts lit-|as her spouse, and Gabrielle Mi- 
-mile distance pro- 


chacls as the girl of all work, com- 


a perspective—the | plete the cast 
heavy mitt was not out of awe for | 


sound acting 


As cast here, the flavor of the 
| South (by reason of accent) was 
imissing too much. There were 


the lapses that paring and re-writing/ which it was removed. 


Wilmington Playhouse 
Set for Heavy Season; 
Hershey Tieup Sought 


Wilmington, Sept. 2. 
Playhouse, local legit spot, ap- 
pears headed for its most active 


season in many years. Under its 
new policy of going all out for 
bookings as a company and civic 
cultural project, the duPont house 
has thus far. lined up five shows 
through late September and month 
of October. It offers unusual 
terms, plus the use of a heavy mail- 
ing list and publicity and advertis- 
ing media. 

Season opens with the tryout of 
“Time of the Cuckoo,” Sept. 25-27, 
and thereafter offers a tryout of 
the new, untitled Moss Hart play, 
Oct. 9-11; “The Shrike” (tentative), 
Oct. 16-18; tryout of “Gypsies Wore 
High Hats,” Oct. 23-25; “Stalag 17” 
(tentative), Oct. 27-29; reading of 
“Green Pastures,” Nov. 28-29;-read- 
ing of “John Brown's Body,” Jan. 
2-3, and “Oklahoma,” April 16-17. 
Number of others are being nego- 
tiated. 

Generally a split-week spot, the 
Playhouse may work out a deal 
with the Community, Hershey, Pa., 
to share an entire week, with the 
latter house reportedly foreign 
the first half of the week because 
it generally plays name bards and 
various other non-legit attractions 
on weekends. It’s figured that both 
theatres would benefit by offering 
legit managements a sort of “pack- 
age” full week between the two 
towns. 

The duPonts, who’ve had an ex- 
hibit for many years in Wilmington 
to show their contribution to such 
fields as mining, farming, manufac- 
turing, etc., are planning one this 
season to demonstrate what they’ve 
done for entertainment, particu- 
larly legit. Material for the show, 
including sketches, model sets, 
props, etc., is being borrowed from 
Broadway producers. 

Bill Doerflinger, Playhouse man- 
ager, and Charles E. Crowley, of 
the duPont ad department in 
charge of the theatre, were in New 
York last week to dicker for book- 
ings and obtain items for the ex- 
hibit. 


| Aldrich, Myers 


Continued from page 49 Qe 




















Cape Playhouse, it’s figured a like- 
ly commercial bet, but nothing has 
been decided. 


“A Girl Can Tell,” a new comedy 
by F. Hugh Herbert, author of 
“Moon Is Blue,” is still unfinished. 
Moreover, the playwright has been 
ill, so there is no certainty when 
the script will be ready. Aldrich & 
Myers are no longer interested in a 
tour or New York revival-of “The 
Guardsman,” in which Jeannette 
MacDonald and Gene Raymond 
starred on the road two years ago. 
And the two French plays, “La 
Duchess D’Algues” and “Lorsque 
l'Enfant Parait,” which Myers re- 
cently brought back from Paris, 
require translation and probably 
adaptation. 


Michael and Fay Kanin, who re- 
cently returned to the Coast after 
a European trip, have several play 
prospects for A&M consideration, 
but nothing will be done about 
them until the producer-author 
couple move east in the fall to 
make their permanent residence. 
Mrs. Kanin, whose “Goodbye, My 
Fancy” was a hit several seasons 
ago under the management of 
A&M and her husband, has a part- 
ly written new script. Kanin has 
authored a new Reéstoration-style 
comedy and a new, modernized 
‘treatment of Ibsen's “An Enemy of 
the People.” Since Arthur Miller's 
adaptation of the latter was a re- 
cent failure on Broadway, the new 
version is not a prospect for pro- 
duction for some time. 


must cure. Much is to be done be- 
fore Broadway can even be men- 
tioned. Generally speaking, the 
play has many bright spots, the 
plot is fair, and its cost of staging 
is low. 

As for the title, the eccentric 
Aunt Essie found that God had re- 
moved her canary and placed a 
black cat in its cage. Wherever 
Essie is, there is the cage and the 
caged cat, until Aunt Sadie causes 
it to get away. As Groom Carnahan 
joyfully makes his escape from his 
“cage” for another tour with Uncle 
Sam's Navy, the cat is found, and 





brought back to the cage from 
Walk. 


Wednesday, September 3, 1959 


The River Line 
Edinburgh, Aug. 23. 
Tennent Productions (by arrangement 
with Stephen Mitchell a of 
drama in three acts by Charles Morgan. 
Stars Pamela Brown, Paul Scofield. Di- 
rected by Michael Macowan. Setting, Alan 
Tagg: costumes, Motley. At Lyceum The- 


atre, Edinburgh, Aug. 22, ba wpa Pe 
Philip Sturgess..........-.-- a ofie 

A Wyburton...... Michael Goodliffe 
Marie Chassaigne........ Pamela Brown 
Mrs. Muriven ...... .+»-Marjorie Fielding 
Valerie Barton.....+.+. Virginia McKenna 
Maj. John Lang.......... John Westbrook 
Dick Frewer...-.scccsesss Robert Hardy 


Pierre Chassaigne......... Marcel Poncin 





If ever one single act made a 
play, this is it. Acts one and three 
of this new play by novelist 
Charles Morgan are packed with 
slow, deliberate talk, the first act 
leading up to the exciting flash- 
back war episode of act two, the 
third act tying up the ends in not 
too convincing fashion. But the 
second act compensates in intense, 
thriling drama. 


Morgan has a novel of the same 
title, -but stresses this is an inde- 
pendent work. He first thought of 
the story in terms of theatre, but 
made the novel a study for the 
play, structure of the drama hav- 
ing eluded him for some time. 
First and third acts are set in the 
garden of an English country house 
in Gloucestershire, where a young 
American, Philip Sturgess, is stay- 
ing with a British officer and his 
wife. With both of these the 
American has shared an adventure 
during the war years, which is the 
subject of the second act, a flash- 
back to a granary near Toulouse 
where Allied prisoners of war were 
hidden while escaping from France 
through the “river line.” 


Having set the scene in the first 
act, showing the characters in their 
postwar guise in 1947, without 
tense excitement and thrills of be- 
ing at the Germans’ mercy in oc- 
cupied France, the author switches 
to a most convincing granary set- 
ting in France in 1943. 


In charge of the escape line is a 
beautiful, red-haired young French- 
woman, Marie Chassaigne, who not 
only has to cope with the prison- 
ers’ fears but the revengeful timid- 
ity of her ex-professor father, 
Pierre Chassaigne, who pitter-pat- 
ters up from below into the 
eat with much suspicion-of 
all, 

Three prisoners already in the 
granary, awaiting a fourth, are a 
rather frightened young Britisher, 
well played by Dick Frewer: a 
good - looking, poetry - spouting 
young British major named Lang, 
and an American, Sturgess (Paul 
Scofield), an alert, rough-spoken 
individual with all his wits about 
him. (Pamela Brown handles the 
Marie Chassaigne role with realism 
and convincing accent, while Sco- 
field is the American to the letter, 
-brusque, brisk and metallic-spok- 
en), new arrival turns out to be a 
calm, pipe-smoking English naval 
commander, Julian Wyburton. 

‘Over three scenes in this act, the 
tension is gradually built up, with 
the elderly professor suspicioning 
that some spy may be found among 
them. In the darkened granary, 
just before midnight, the Ameri- 
can finds a letter to Germany, ap- 
parently. dropped ‘by the major. 
Dramatic point of play comes a 
few minutes later when Marie 
climbs into the Sranary, then 
rasps out to the naval commander 
the command: “kill that man,” 
pointing to the young major. He 


dies in an instant as the curtain 
falls. 


Third act, bringing us back to 
the postwar period and the English 
country house, carries the explana- 
tion. | The naval commander has 
married Marie, the American is 
staying with his wartime friends, 
but the memory of that midnight 
episode of adventure in the 
franary near Toulouse remains. 
Neither Marie nor her husband 
have told each other what they now 
know, that the young major who 
was killed was innocent and had no 
link with the Germans. The guilt 
complex is present, and will out. 
Also at the country house is a 
young girl, Valerie Barton, who 
shows her friends a pohtograph of 
her brother, killed in the war. It 
is the young major. Piece slows 
down towards the end, with only 
interest centering in the romantic 
query whether young Sturgess can 
win the hand of Valerie the while 
she knows he has been involved in 
an incident which killed her 
brother. 

Virginia McKenna, newcomer to 
the British stage, is suitable as 
young Valerie. Top rate study of 
a shuffling old Frenchman, Pierre 
Chassaigne, is given by Marcel 
Poncin. 

Piece has too much clash be- 
| tween exciting action and lack of 
action to succeed. It's an incon- 
| gruous contrast of 








Plays Abroad 


and ideas, though ably acted py 
a sound cast. Chances of anyth'n 
like a long run seem remoie 
despite the excellent second act. ' 


Gord, 





Bleak House 


Edinburgh, Aug. 23 
Edinburgh Festival Society Teetatotien 
of dramatic reading in three acts. based 
on Charles Dickens nevel, adapted by 
Emlyn Williams. Stars Wiiliams. At Ly- 
ceum Theatre, Edinburgh, Aug. 28. ’52~ 





It’s fitting for Emlyn Williams 
now established as a great Charles 
Dickens recitalist, to visit Edin- 
burgh for the Drama Festival with 
his latest tour-de-force, a solo 
reading (from memory) of the 
well-loved Dickens novel, “Bleak 
House.” Dickens himself had many 
intimate links with this city. : 

This is a daring presentation for 
Williams. His first Dickens as- 
signment was reading pieces from 
various books, as the novelist him- 
self attempted. Here, after 10 
months of preparation, Williame 
appears in his own adaptation of 
a single novel, “Bleak House,” and 
runs the gamut of some 35 char- 
acters, comic, grave, gay and ec- 
centric. It’s a remarkable piece 
of acting and memory-training. 
Williams has obviously immersed 
himself in Dickens. 

Williams makes the characters 
come to life and presents the story 
in a fashion that doesn’t demand 
too great knowledge of the novel. 

His silences are dramatic. Cur- 
tain rises to reveal an empty stage 
lit up focusing on a simple read- 
ing desk. Slowly and remarkably 
like Dickens in his beard and 
makeup, the British thesper walks 
onstage, pauses, bows, places his 
white gloves on the desk, adjusts 
his red geranium in buttonhole, 
sees that the water-glass is at hand, 
takes a look at the tome, opens 
it, looks at it again, then slowly 
begins his recital. After some read- 
ing he launches into dramatic ex- 
cerpts, becoming each character in 
turn. 

Desk used is an exact replica 
of the one Dickens used for his 
performances. It’s a neat, simple 
job, with raised rest for left arm 
and a ledge for the water-glass 
and white gloves. 

Entire book, of course, is not 
read. Actor has cut the novel into 
125th of its original length. 

He breaks up performance into 
three parts, with two intervals of 
10 minutes each. 

“Bleak House,” after a London 
run, will then be taken to America 
by Williams, for a 20-week tour 
starting in January, under Sol 
Hurok management. Gord. 





Legit Followup 











Oklahoma 

(SHUBERT, NEW HAVEN) 

New Haven, Aug. 29. 
Evidence of the fact that “Okla- 
homa” will eventually wind up iA 
that branch of theatrical Ameri- 
cana_ that’ includes “Student 
Prince,” “Show Boat” and similar 
perennials, was given via the re- 
ception accorded the breakin of 
the latest version of the national 

company here. ; 
In its fifth local stand (musical 
opened here originally a decade 
ago as “Away We Go”), show drew 
a brand of playgoer, many of whom 
were seeing the inside of the Shu- 
bert for the first time. The sum 
total of the reaction was highly 


enthusiastic. 
Cast-wise, troupe is on a par 
with previous national company 


players, with about 50-50 distribu- 
tion of vets and newcomers among 
the principals. In latter division, 
Florence Henderson and Ralph 
Lowe register in their respective 
bows as Laurey and Curly. Harold 
Gary clicks as the peddler; Jucy 
Rawlings fits in the Gertie Cwn- 
mings role. Other newcomers Who 
contribute okay support are Victor 
Reilly, Jean Bledsoe, Charles Hart 
and Anita Berman. 

Among the vets, Mary Marlo as 
Aunt Eller; Victor Griffin as Will 
Parker; Alfred Cibelli, Jr., as Jud 
Fry, and Jacqueline Daniels as Ado 
Annie, continue the good work 
from where they left off last 
season. Other previous players !D- 
clude Owen Martin, Charles Scott, 
John Addis, Margery | Beddow, 
Marigene Addis, Marquita Living 
and Bob Lord. ; ; 

In the dream ballet, in which 
dancers take over for players, fol 
the first time in its decade e*- 
istence, role of Jud Fry 1s on 
acted and danced by a single 
player, Cibelli. : ' 

Production has been refurbishe« 
with new sets and costumes = 
placing those lost in a warehouse 





play of drama wielding the baton. 


fire last season. Reproduction of 
overall setup is again credited (9 


Jerome Whyte. Peter Lavrini is 
Bone. 
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New Paris Legit Se 


ason Tees Off 


With 12 Revivals; 3 New Sept. Plays 


Paris, Sept. 2. 
Yesterday (Mon.) marked the 
beginning of the Paris legit sea- 
son, and this year 12 houses are 
reopening during first week of Sep- 
tefnber, all with revivals. The big 


comedy hit of last season, “Angel’s | 


Cooking” (Cuisine des Anges), 
which Paramount bought for the 
films and which Gilbert Miller will 
probably produce in N. Y. in the 
1952-53 season, reopened at Vieux- 
Colombier, small, left-bank house, 
where it opened originally last 
February. Henri Bernstein has a 
new play for his own Ambassa- 
deurs. His new one is “Evange- 
line,” opening Sept. 28. Danielle 
Darrieux will have the lead. 
Jean Sartre’s controversial melo- 
drama of Protestant Reformation, 
“The Devil and God,” reopens for 


4 
, 


‘Kay Seinids Fine $6,000 
In 5th Saratoga Visit 


Saratoga, N. Y., Sept. Z. 

| Kay Francis, playing her fifth 
engagement at the Spa Summer 
Theatre, grossed a_ satisfactory 
1'$6,000 in “Theatre” for the 578- 
|seater’s final week, at a $3 top. 
|'She had appeared earlier this sea- 
son in the area, at the Sacandaga 
Park Summer Theatre, 30 miles 
from Saratoga, and at William 
Miles’ Berkshire Playhouse, Stock- 
bridge, Mass. 

Miss Francis, who did the Som- 
erset Maugham-Guy Bolton opus 
| for John Huntington in Florida last 
| winter and later for single weeks 
lin Bermuda and Richmond, Va., 








four-week run at the Anotione The-| has a fortnight to go on the straw- 
atre. “Devil's” original run was in-| hat circuit, in Bucks County and 





terrupted by the illness of the 
leading actor, Pierre Brasseur, who 
was impossible to replace. 
seur, recovered, will be back for 
the revival. 

Dramatization of Fannie Hurst’s 
“Back Street,” twice filmed in 
Hollywood, is back at Fontaine 
Theatre with Suzy Prim. “The 
Heiress,” translation of Broadway 
hit, is another Paris favorite. Hav- 
ing opened in the 1950-51 season, 
it is now reopening at Mathurins 
Theatre where it will spend most 
of the coming winter. 

“Gift of Adele” by Jean-Pierre 
Gredy and Pierre Barillet is an- 
other returning long-runner. “Gift” 
opened in January, 1950, won the 
Tristan Bernard prize as the best 
new comedy of that year and ran 
until last June. It reopens at Wag- 
ram Theatre this week. 

Other comebacks now enjoying 
second runs are “Waltz of the 
Toreadors,” 
piece. Started at the Comedie- 
Champs-Elysees Aug. 25. Also 
“Seaweed Duchess,” adaptation of 
Peter Blackmore's “Miranda,” 
Andre Roussin’s broad comedy, 
“When the Child Appears” at the 
Nouveautes; “Congress of Cler- 
mont-Ferrand,” light comedy at 
Potiniere; and “Three Musketeers”’ 
at Porte Saint-Martin. Revival of 


Tristan Bernard’s “The Little Wife | 


of Loth” reopens Montparnasse- 
Gaston Baty house while Salle 
Richelieu, right-bank theatre of 
Comedie-Francaise, relighted Sept. 
1 with classic dramas. 

Marcel Ayme’s “Other People’s 
Heads,” which Miller has optioned 
for N. Y., and the religious drama, 
“On Earth as It Is In Heaven,” 
which Margaret Webster has 
bought for Broadway, reopen at 
Atelier and Athenee theatres re- 
spectively during the next two 
weeks. 


‘MADAM’ SETS DALLAS 
RECORD WITH $60,088 


Dallas, Sept. 2. 
The State Fair Musicals wound 
up its 11th season Sunday (31) 





Bras- | 


latest Jean Anouilh | 


| York, Pa. 


There is talk that the tour may 
be resumed, in October, for four 


more weeks, in theatres to be op- | 


erated by Bob Perry in St. Louis, 
Kansas City, Cincinnati and Cleve- 
jland. Dennis Allen and Howard 
‘ses support Miss Francis. 


Denver Set Wth Hefty 
Legit, Longhair Dates; 
‘Stalag’ $7,700 in Three 


Denver, Sept. 2. 


“Stalag 17” was the opener for 
| the fall and winter season in the 
city auditorium, booked in by A. M. 
Oberfelder. The show did a good 
$7,700 in the 3,300-seat theatre, 
with a $3.60 top, for two nights and 
a matinee. 


Other bookings set by Oberfeld- 
ler include “Call Me Madam,” with 
Elaine Stritch and Kent Smith, 
Sept. 11-13; Jose Greco and his 
Spanish Ballet, Oct. 17-18; “Bell, 
Book and Candle,” with Joan Ben- 
nett and Zachary Scott, Oct. 24-25; 








return engagement of “South 
| Pacific,” with Janet Blair and 
| Webb Tilton, Nov. 5-12; “John 


| Brown's Body,” with Tyrone Power 
and Raymond Massey, Nov. 16-17; 
Cornelia Otis Skinner in “Paris 
90," Dec. 13; “Skating Vanities,” 
with Olsen & Johnson, Dec. 26-Jan. 
| 2; “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
| Jan. 17-23; “Jane,” with Basil Rath- 
bone, Feb. 6; Charles Laughton in 
readings, March 12; “St. Joan,” 
with Uta Hagen, March 20-21; Em- 
lyn Williams in Dickens readings, 
March 28; with dates to be set for 
“Moon Is Blue” and the Slavenska— 
Franklin ballet company. 

Oberfelder also is booking a con- 
cert series of nine events, offering 
Ferruccio Tagliavini, Rise Stevens, 
Ana Maria Spanish Ballet, Frank 
Guarrera, Artur Rubinstein, James 
Melton, Marian Anderson, Vienna 
Choir Boys and Gershwin Concert 
Orchestra. Seat prices on the series 
run from $1.80-$4.20, with eight of 
the events for $8.40 to $24. 

Concert ticket holders get first 





after a record-breaking 12 weeks 
which saw four new high marks. | 
Six summer stagings, with a fort- 
night each, registered a smash | 
$499,300 gross, some 13% greater 
than last season’s previous high 
of $438,800. New high also was 
the 246,000 paid admissions. 

“Call Me Madam,”  season’s 
closer, set two records with a clos- 
ing week (Aug. 24-31) b.o. of $60,- 
088 from 24,400 payees, top week 
in Musicals’ history, Coupled with 
first week’s $55,038, “Madam” 
showed a record-breaking $115,126 
for 14 performances, to top the 
previous fortnight mark, $93,000, 
set hy “Porgy and Bess” this sea- 
son’s opener. “Madam,” deciding 
fectour in the four new records, 
starred Joan Blondell, Gene Ray- 
mond and Russell Nype, supportcd 
by Ellen McCown, Joe E. Marks, | 
Donald Somers, Frank Rogier, | 
Owen Hewitt, William LeMassena | 
and Michael Pollock. ed 

Financially, Musicals is definite- | 
ly in the black, in spite of an in-| 
creased nut for this season, ac- | 
cording to Charles R. Meeker, Jr., 
managing director. 











Schang’s Bali Looksee | 

Frederick C. Schang president of | 
Columbia Artists Mgt., planed to 
London Friday (29) to see the Is- 
land of Bali Dancers. 

Indonesian dance troupe, for, 
which Schang went to Bali in May, 
to sign, arrives in New York next | 
week for an engagement opening | 
at the Fulton Theatre, Sept. 16. | 


lat the boxoffice was “Elizabeth the 


choice of seats for the other attrac- 
tions. Oberfelder is organizing a 
Denver Playgoers Club, at $2 a sea- 
son. These members get next 
choice for seats after concert tick- 
et holders, with advance notice of 
dates. 





Ohio State U. Stadium 


Winds Up 2G in Black 


Columbus, O., Sept. 2. 

Ohio State U.’s Stadium The- 
atre, a community - university 
arena-style summer theatre run by 
OSU, came out of an eight-play 
season with $2,000 profit, double 
that of last year’s, when six pro- 
ductions were presented. Gross 
for the season was $16,000. 

Total attendance was 17,500, 
with an average of 425 per per- 
formance in the 480 seat area un- 
der the stadium tiers. Each pla 
resented five nights, wit 
“The Ad- 


was 
the final production, 
mirable Crichton,” etting an 
extra performance and attracting 
the most customers—2,650. Tops 


Queen,” which played to capacity. 
It starred Hollywood actress Renie 
Riano and TV actress Sara Harte, 
the only professionals to appear 
during the season. 





‘Oklahoma’ Hefty $10,700 
For Three in New Haven 


New Haven, Sept. 2. 

Shubert season got off on the 
right foot with a two-out-of-three- 
performance sellout on the na- 
tional company’s teeoff of “Okla- 
homa.” At a $4.20 top, the Friday- 
Saturday stand (29-30) pulled a 
hefty approximate $10,700 despite 
brutal humidity. 

Fall lineup is still in the tenta- 
{tive stage, with preem of “Deep 
|Blue Sea” (Margaret Sullavan) 

Oct. 9-11) the only definite book- 
ling beyond “In Any Language,” 





| which is slated to bow here Sept 


| 18-20. 

Others awaiting signing of con- 
tracts are the Gilbert & Sullivan 
operettas (Martyn Green), Oct. 1-4; 
“The Shrike” (Van Heflin, tenta- 
tive), Oct. 16-18, and “Gentlemen 
| Fueeee Blondes,” Oct. 20-25. 


‘Dols’ Lash 4746 





A Chi ‘y | 

| As Unicago Single 
Chicago, Sept. 2 

The fall season gets underway 

| tonight (Tues.) with the first Thea- 


tre Guild subscription offering of | 
Sub | 
series follows with “I Am a Cam-|! 


| “Stalag 17” at the Erlanger. 


era” at the Harris, Sept. 15, and 
“Fourposter” at the Blackstone, 
Sept. 22. 

“Guys and Dolls,” which has} 


been the lone entry here the past 
two weeks, sold out its Wednesday 
matinee again, which helped mark 
|}up a hefty take last week. 

} Estimate for Last Week 

| “Guys and Dolls,” Shubert (27th 
| week) ($6; 2,100). Doing lush $47,- 
500, with mail orders coming in 
strong for September. 


‘SHOW BOAT’ SOCK 906 
IN FIRST KAYCEE WEEK | 


Kansas City, Sept. 2. 

Record attendance was rung up 
last week by “Show Boat” as the 
finale of the 10-show season of 
Starlight Theatre. During’ the 
week’s seven/ performances the 
7,600-seat theatre in Swope Park 
played to practically SRO nightly. 

With a top of $3.60 and average 
admission of better than $1.50, es- 
timate gross was $90,000 for the 
week, far in advance of any show 
this season or last, the inaugural 
year. 

Musical goes a second week, 
winding its run Saturday (6). Indi- 
cations are it will keep up virtual 
capacity for. balance of the run. 
It’s the first production to be given 
a two-week run at the Starlight. 











Current Road Shows 


(Sept. 1-13) 





“Bell, Book and Candle” (Joan 
Bennett, Zachary Scott)—Met, Seat- 
tle (1-6); Mayfair, Portland (8-12). 
“Call Me Madam”—<Aud., Port- 
land (1-6); Capitol, Salt Lake City | 
(8-9); Aud., Denver (11-13). 
“Country Girl” (Robert Young, 
Nancy Kelly)—Lobera, Santa Bar- 
bara (1-2); Aud., Pasadena (3); Aud., 
Fresno (4); College of Pacific, 


‘Animal’ $16,500, 


Busy Sept. Sked Boosts 
San Diego Legit Setup 


| San Diego, Sept. 2. 

|* This growing city, bloated by de- 
fense workers at air plants, may 
be experiencing a 
theatre town. Ware-Hazelton 
sponsible for the _ rebirth, 








is re- 
with 


three attractions booked for Sep- | 
having | 


|tember, and a_ fourth 
opened its road tour over 
| Day weekend. 


Labor 


revival as aj} 


| With Robert Young, Dane Clark 


B’way in Slight Pre-Holiday Dip; 
‘Wish’ 466, ‘S.P.’ $44,100, ‘Joey’ $38,000, 


Fourposter’ $13,600 


+ Broadway took the traditional 
, pre-Labor Day setback last week. 
As usual, the drop wasn’t serious 
and a recovery is due this week. 
Grosses eased off a bit at virtually 
all shows, as the season tourist in- 
flux tapered off a bit and there was 
the customary exodus of local 
residents 
The total gross for all 10 
shows last wek was $303,900, 
or 80°° of capacity. Week be- 
fore last the corrected total 
for the same 10 shows was 
$313,200, or 82%, a rise of 
1% over the previous' week. 
A year ago last week the to- 


{and Nancy Kelly starring. road tal for all 12 shows was $385.- 
;company of Clifford Odets’ “The! 300, or 81% of capacity, a 
| Country Girl” broke in at Russ | drop of 1° from the week 
Auditorium Aug. 29-30. | before. 

Touring “South Pacific,” with The expected attendance spurt 


Janet Blair and Webb Tilton, opens 
a week's run at the Russ next 
Tuesday (9). “The Moon Is Blue,” 
with David Niven, Diana Lynn and 
| Scott Brady —- same production 
that played La Jolla Playhouse in 
June — follows Sept. 17-18. The 
First Drama Quartet’s “Don Juan 
in Hell” follows Sept. 19-20. 





‘Jollyanna 25146, 
Seen’ 10/46, SF. 


San Francisco, Sept. 2. 


Curran and Geary are drawing 
heavily, with “Fourposter” virtual 
capacity. “Remains To Be Seen,” 
with Roddy McDowall, Sally For- 
rest and Allen Jenkins, shuttered 
Saturday (30) after a thin third 
frame at the United Nations-Alca- 
zar. “‘Lady’s Not For Burning,” 
with Vincent Price. Marsha Hunt 
and Beulais Bondi, opened last 
night (Mon.) at the United Nations- 
Alcazar. 

Following final performance of 
“Jollyanna” Saturday (6), Danny 
performances. Top for the Kaye 
Light Opera, is set at $4.80. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Jollyanna,” Curran (3d 
(MC-$4.80; 1,758; $43,600) (Bobby 
Clark, Mitzi Gaynor, John Beal). 
A me $35,500 (previous week, $35,- 


$4.20; 1,550; $26,000) (Jessica Tan- 
dy, Hume Cronyn). A hefty $28.- | 
800 (previous week, $25,000). 
“Remains To Be Seen,” United 
Nations-Alcazar (3d wk) (C-$3.60; 
1,157; $22,380) (Roddy McDowall, 
Sally Forrest, Allen Jenkins). A 
— $10,500 (previous week, $11,- 


‘PACIFIC’ FINE $55,500, 
‘MOON’ FAIR $19,000, L.A. 


Los Angeles, Sept. 2. 








Stockton (5); Aud., Richmond, Cal. 
(6); Geary, S.F. (8-13). 

“Fourposter” (Jessica Tandy,!| 
Hume Cronyn)—Geary, S.F. (1-6); | 
Met, Seattle (9-13). 

“Good Night Ladies’—Erlanger, | 
Phil (8-13). 
ve and Dolls’”—Shubert, Chi 
(1-13). 

“Il Am a Camera” (Julie Harris) 
—Cass, Detroit (1-13). 

“Jollyana” (Bobby Clark, Mitzi 
Gaynor)—Curran, S.F. (1-6); Phil- 
harmonic, L.A. (8-13). 

“Moon is Blue” (David Niven, 
Diana Lynn, Scott Brady)—Bilt- 
more, L.A. (1-13). 

“Oklahoma”—Broadway, King- 
ston, N.Y. (1-2); Paramount, As- 
bury Park, N.J. (3-6); Lincoln, 
Trenton, N.J. (8-9); Majestic, Perth 
Amboy, N.J. (10-11); Court Square, 
Springfield, Mass. (12-13). 

“South Pacific” ‘(Janet Blair. 
Webb Tilton)—Philharmonic Aud., 
L.A. (1-6); Russ Aud., San Diego 
(8-13). 

Te 17”—Erlanger, Chi (1- 

). 








Porgy’ 406 in D.C. Finale 


Washington, Sept. 2. | 

“Porgy and Bess” wound up its 
four-week stand at the National 
with a boff $40,000, biggest take of 





“Dancers of Bali,” opening a 
five-week run at the Fulton The-| 
atre, N. Y., Sept. 16, will have a' 
7 p.m. curtain Monday nights, | 
similar to new legit practice, ! 


the run. Entire run was sock, with 


;complete sellouts after the initial 


week 

National goes dark for the next 
three or four weeks, with no firm 
bookings in offing. ! 


| still another frame to go at the 


| Sept. 
| “Romeo and Juliet.” It will be fol- 


Heatwave had only a minor ef- 
fect last week, wilting “Moon Is 
Blue” slightly but failing to dent 
“South Pacific’s” steady virtual 
capacity business. Musical finales 
this Saturday (6), but “Moon” has 


Biltmore, before departing Sept. 
13 to make way for “Bell, Book and 
Candle,” Sept. 15, with Joan Ben- 
nett starring. 

Both offerings were off their re- 
spective season-sale tickets last 
week. “Moon” slipped to $19,000 
in its first session away from the 
regular Theatre Guild _ season. 
“Pacific,” free of the regular Civic 
Light Opera cutrates, jumped to 
$55,500 for its fifth frame. 





Kaye opens at the Curran for 21 | 


show, which is under aegis of Civic | 


“Fourposter,” Geary (3d wk) c-| 


this week opened per scheduled 
Monday (1), with lively trade at 


the five shows playing holiday 
ratinees and receipts only a trifle 
off that night. Advance for the 


|rest of the week is promising and 
the ensuing few weeks should con- 
tinue the climb. 

“Top Banana” reopened Monday 
(1) at the Winter Garden and “Mrs. 
| McThing” is due next Monday (8) 
lat the Morosco. The new season 
| lineup, starts arriving next week, 
| with “Seagulls Over Sorrento,” at 
| the Goiden, listed as the first pre- 
|miere, to be followed the next 
| week by “Mr. Pickwick,” at the 
| Plymouth, and then probably “An 
Evening with Beatrice Lillie,” at 
|a theatre to be selected. 

Estimates for Last Week 

| Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
'CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
|MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 
| Other parenthetic designations 
|refer, respectively, to top prices; 
(*indicates using  two-for-ones), 
|number of seats, capacity gross and 
| stars. Price includes 20% amuse- 
|ment tax, but grosses are net: ie., 
| exclusive of tax. 
| “Fourposter,” Barrymore (45th 
| wk) (C-$4.80; 1,060; $24,996) (Betty 
Field, Burgess Meredith). Over 
$13.600 (previous week, $15,000). 

“Guys and Dolls,” 46th St. (93d 
wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; $43.904). 
|Going along at the = attendance 


x‘) | limit; $44,000. 


| “King and I,” St. James (75th 
|wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,571; $51,717) 
| (Gertrude Lawrence). Over $5l.- 
| 700 (previous week, $51,700); star 
still out because of illness. 

“Male Animal,” Music Box (18th 


| wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $25,903) (Elliott 


Nugent, Martha Scott, Robert Pres- 
ton). Almost $16,500 (previous 
week, $17,400). 

“Moon Is Blue,” Miller (78th wk) 


(C-$4.80; 920; $21,586) (Donald 
Cook, Barry Nelson, Janet Riley). 
Over $10,000 (previous week, 
$10,300). 


“New Faces,” Royale (16th wk) 
(R-$6; 1,035; $30,600). About $19.- 
000 previous week, $20,000); has 
been overquoted recently. 

“Pal Joey,” Broadhurst (35th wk) 
(MC-$6.60; 1,160; $39,602) (Holly 
Harris, Harold Lang). Just under 
$38,000 (previous week, $39,400); 
Miss Segal returned Monday night 
(1) as femme lead. 

“Point of No Return,” Alvin 
(33d wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,331; $37,- 
924) (Henry Fonda). Almost $21.- 
000 (previous week, $21,800; now 
slated to close Nov. 29 to go on 
tour. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (176th 
wk) (MC-$6; 1,659; $50,186) (Martha 
Wright, George Britton). Over $44,- 
100 (previous week, $46,100). 

“Wish You Were Here,” Imperial 


(10th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; $51,- 
847). Nearly $46,000 (previous 
week, $47,500). 


Reopened This Week 
“Top Banana,’ Winter Garden 
(41st wk) (MC-$6.60-$7.20; 1,519; 
$51,881) (Phil Silvers). The Paula 
Stone-Mike Sloane production re- 





Old Vic Season Opens 
With ‘Juliet’ Sept. 15, 
London, Sept. 2. | 


The Old Vic’s new season begins 
15 with the production of | 


lowed by the French period farce, 
“The Italian Straw Hat.” Third | 
production on the roster will be 
“Merchant of Venice.” 

Instead of the normal policy of, 
predetermined length of runs, it is | 
intended to introduce some degree | 
of elasticity in the new season's 
program. “Juliet” will stay at least | 
five weeks and the opening date of 
“Italian Straw Hat” will not be 
announced until the former play 
has begun its run. 


jurda; 


opened Monday (1) after a four- 
week layoff; after four more weeks 
on Broadway it will go on tour, 


‘Madam’ Okay $40,000 In 
Five-Day Seattle Stand 


Seattle, Sept. 2. 

In a five-day engagement of “Call 
Me Madam,” which ended Sature 
day night (30) at the Civic Aude 
torium, show grossed a good $40, 
000. House, with 5.600 seats, was 
scaled from $4.50. 

Opening night grossed aroucd 
$7,10), with steady take. throughout 
the week, and fair biz at Wednege- 
day inatinee (around $3,000). Sate 
matinee was slow. 
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ew Hampshire Barn Biz Mixed 


| Fall LP Releases to Bring 
Cetra Opera Sked to 42 


Cetra-Soria Records, leading dis- 


But Signs P oint to 1953 Upbeat ... of LP opera albums, is prep- 


Concord, N. H., Sept. 2. 


|ping a heavy fall schedule of full- 


Whitefield, also out of TV range,|lemgth operas. Firm, concentrat- 


The State Planning and Devel- where producer Lucy Chase Sparks /|ing on imports of operas recorded 


opment Commission, 
made annual surveys of summer) 
theatre activities in New Hamp- 
shire since the strawhatiers be-, 
came big business, sees every in- 
dication that all of the barns will 
be back in operation next season, 
despite some unfavorable condi-| 
tions in the early part of the past 
season, 

The commission found that un- 
usually hot weather, television and 
national conventions cut Gown at- 
tendance during the first few 
weeks of operation, but that busi-| 
ness began to pick up as barns 
headed down the home stretch: 

Alton Wilkes, producer at the) 
Lakes Region Playhouse in Gil-| 
ford, told the commission that} 
business had been “definitely off,” 
due to “circumstances over which 
nobody has control,” He cited in-| 
tense heat and the political con- 
ventions as adverse factors. How- 


ever, he reported that his theatre, | 


where Broadway and Hollywood 
stars were featured, noted a pick- 
up in business in early August. 

At Francis Glover Cleveland’s 
Barnstormers .Theatre in 


Tam- | 


house had its best season. Due to 42 operas in its catalog by Christ- 
the unsettled international situa-| mas, to be the top-heavy leader in 
tion, this establishment didn’t op-|the field. Urania has about 18 





which has, reported that the Chase Barn Play- in Italy and pressed here, will have | 
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FS&Y’s Click Gamble 
Willingness of Farrar, Straus & 
Young to gamble on a biog of 
Democratic Presidential ~ nominee 
Adlai E. Stevenson is paying off. 
When the tome by Noel F. Busch 
was announced, at a time when 


lieves the year’s absence “made/|bia have about a dozen each, with! FS&Y was being foolhardy. 


the heart grow fonder”. among other, smaller companies present- 
Whitefield theatregoers. The SRO| ing about two or three each. 
sign was hung up several times,| Fall Cetra feature is a complete 
she said. “Don Carlo” album, featuring 
It’s now recognized by the State basso. Nicola Rossi-Lementi, due out 
Planning and Development Com;/in September along with a “La 
mission that New Hampshire’s| Boheme,” with Ferruccio Taglia- 
strawhatters play an _ important) vini. 


} 


it 


} 
| 


However, since the book was 
published on June 20 (a month be- 
fore his nomination), its booming 
sales have pushed it into five edi- 
ions. Because FS&Y also pub- 
lished William Hillman’s “Mr. 
President,” the book on President 
Truman’s papers, pre-convention 


part in the state’s vacation busi-| Forza del Destino” is in its catalog,| was taking a big gamble with the 


ness, which is estimated at $125,-| Certa will issue the opera in Octo- 
000,000 a year. ber in its entirety, in three LPs 
|instead of two. Abridged version 


Irish Theatres’ Pay Hike will remain on the market. 
is | 
Dublin, Sept. 2. | 





here will get heavy pay envelopes|jane” and 
this week when they get back pay} Last-named will 
to July 28 to cover increases just jength version for the first time. 
negotiated for them by Cinemas; at xmas time, Cetra will offer 
and Theatre Workers’ Union and | «Cavalleria ‘Rusticana” and “Pa- 
back-dated for the month. Men gjjacci” in one album, also for 
will get an increase of $1.90 per | frst such coupling. 
week; women and males under 18 
years, $1; page boys, 50c. 
Theatre and Cinema Assn., rep- 


“L’Esisir 





| 


| 
| 


Also this fall, three light operas |lantic City unit of the Philadel- 
are skedded for release, in “I Quat-| phia~Camden Newspaper Guild are 
Staffs in cinemas and theatres tro Rustegi,” “La Cantatrici Vil- | poised to strike the Atlantic City 
d’Amore.” | Press-Union Newspapers following 
also be a full- breakdown of contract negotiations 


Stevenson volume. 





A. C. Press-Union Strike Looms 
Thirty-three members of the At- 


with the expiration of the con- 

tract as of Friday night (29)., 
The executive committee has 

been given authority to call the 


4 strike at any time it sees fit with 


no added contract negotiations 
scheduled, or expected to be 
| scheduled. 


_a somewhat confusing, misle 


worth, the situation was much the | . a Ai bene 
same, but his wife, who is busi-|Tesenting owners, squawked but | 
ness manager, said attendance be-| #8reed to pay following agreement 


London Theatre Clubs 
Clash on Wilde Play 


came ‘satisfactory later in the sea- | between Federated Union of Em- 
Although | 
television reception doesn’t extend | 
to Tanworth, Mrs. Cleveland be-| 


son after a poor start. 


lieved that city vacationists, who 
make up most of the Barnstormers’ 
audiences, had seen so many TV 
shows that they shied away from 
entertainment when they got into 
the country. Hot weather. was 
blamed for the early season cut in 
patronage. 


Things were a bit brighter in' 30 





N London, Sept. 2. 
ployers and Ragone ng Irish Two London theatre clubs are 
Unions. Pay hike can't passed | +4 clash next month with rival ver- 
on to patrons as admission charges | 


i ’ —~ |sions of “Lord Arthur Savile’s 
are still pegged by the government. | Crime,” based on the Oscar Wilde 


| short story. The Royal Court Thea- 





PR Goth, director of N.Y.'s 
oreographers Workshop, has 4 : 
been in Greece, teaching at the | / = yA ping Club will follow 
Royal National Opera in Athens, | # pacing . ‘ ‘ 

and advising a group of folk danc-| The Court version is by Con- 
ers and singers on theatrical pres- | stance Cox while the Arts produc- 
entations. Due back in N.Y. Sept. | tion is by St. John Clewes and 

, Basil Dawson. 











In 


“The 


poignant characters. 
It’s brilliant ...! 


Kathleen Freeman has 


goire. 


The prolifically 


whose 


tee studded with excellent 
tions. Jean Byron does a 





A New Romantic Comedy 


by Lawrence and Lee 


It’s not very often that Los Angeles introduces a play of which we can be proud. 
Broadway usually launches the good ones. 

Once in a while, though, we get a break. It’s happening now at the Players’ Ring where 
“The Laugh Maker,” by Jerome Lawrence and Robert Lee, is being premiered. 

This is a comedy-drama written with exquisite taste and peopled by sharply drawn, 


job of staging ... The cast is generally 
good, especially Alvin Hurwitz as Grin- 
Joseph. Mell’s Bocador is fine... 
Will delight the hearts of actors! 
—Mike Kaplan, Variety 


talented team of 
Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee, 
literary compositions have at- 
tained success in all media, now has 
“The Laugh Maker” on the boards. It’s It 


—Vance King, Hollywood Reporter 


Intriguing . . . Tops anything current. 
—L.A. Herald-Express 


THE PLAYERS’ RING 


8351 Santa Monica Blvd. 


Los Angeles It’s Raves for 


Laugh Maker” 


—Tom Coffey, L.A. Mirror 


done a good PLAY CAUSES STIR AT RING ... 
Spectacular moments . .. Expounds 
some very bright and unique ideas. 
“The Laugh Maker” provided the oc- 
casion for a gala premiere... The Ring 
quite outdid itself! 

—Edwin Schallert, L.A. Times 


An occasion for thanksgiving! 
LIVING THEATRE AT ITS BEST! 


has—at appropriate moments— 
characteriza - those unpredictable explosions of imag- 
grand job. ination that are called poetry. Direction 


and performance méasure up to the ex- 
cellent qualities of the script. 
You will want to see it more than once, 
It diverts you, and later it haunts you. 
—Patterson Greene, L.A. Examiner 


Hollywood, Calif. HO 9-8271 


Nightly except Monday at 8:40 


| 


} 
! 





| 


{ 


| tember) 
editor, John J. O’Connel, a com-| 


| Difference of opinion as to the 
'right to. discharge is the major 
| point at issue. The Guild insists 
on outside arbitration-in case of a 
dispute over discharge. The 
publisher, Rolland Adams, insists 


|on the right to discharge without 


such arbitration. Adams is pre- 
pared to set up machinery for a 
review of the 


phia guild, and then a Federal me- 
diator. This the Guild rejects, 
holding that such a contract clause 
would mean that the Philadelphia 
and National Guild could not ap- 
prove the contract, even if it was 
acceptable to the local unit. 
Guild is expected to pull its 


| strike tomorrow (3) just before the 


mechanical shift starts into the 
plant to put out the morning pa- 


| per, the Press. 





Trailerizing an Editor 
An office ad in the current (Sep- 
Cosmopolitan gives its 


mercial in connection with the 
monthly’s new “streamlined” for- 
mat which eliminates “runovers.’ 


| That means no Jump pages—every 


story runs its normal course until 


| a mew one starts, whichof course 
| is a big plus for the advertiser and 


gives back-of-the-book position as 
much value as the front features. 
This is the second month of the 


reader reaction to the idea. 





‘Don’t Do It the Heart Way’ 
_ Author-showman J. P. McEvoy 
is doing a personal pitch in con- 
nection with his story, titled 
“Don’t Do It the Heart Way,” in 
the current (Sept.) Reader’s Digest 
among his friends in the lively 
arts. Pointing to the sudden heart 
fatality to Lamar Trotti, the 20th- 
Fox-Film writer-producer, as the 
most recent example of the current 
high-pressure living and occupa- 
tion, McEvoy’s campaign for “tak- 
ing it easy” is snowballing many 
disciples. 

He was prompted to write the 





piece, following the sudden death 
of Fulton Oursler, a senior ed of 
| RD. McEvoy himself is just out of 
| Medical Centre, N. Y., following a 
long hospital siege and is currently 
hibernating at his New City, N. Y., 
summer home. 


Book Bally Via TV Only 

William E. Buckley, veepee of 
Henry & Holt & Co., will essay an 
unique direct-sales-by-TV-only ex- 
ploitation pitch with “Magic Se- 
crets,”” soon-due book by Kajar, vet 
vaude magi, 
Gnagy, who is already w.k. on TV. 
Latter» has done 200 illustrations 
for the 36 tricks whipped up by 
Kajar, for home magicos. 

Holt has negotiated 10-minute 
| Spots after “6-Gun Playhouse” on 
WPIX, to be followed by 214 min- 
ute commercials on WOR-TV. 
These are local N. Y. markets and 
if it clicks Holt will produce three 
15-minute vidpix to saturate the 
| national TV markets. Kajar will 
| Participate in the telepix, along 
| With Gnagy. At the moment Kajar 
is a staffer on the NBC-TV color 
| field tests out of N. Y, 





Martin’s ‘Modern Ballet’ 

‘World Book of Modern Ballet,” 
| by John Martin (World, $6), is an 
| Important addition to the dance 
‘library, despite certain drawbacks. 
| Book, by the dean of U. S. dance 








‘eritics (he’s been N. Y. Times 





: : discharge case| 
| tre has set its production for Oct.| through the local guild, Philadel- 


illustrated by Jon| 


dance reviewer for 25 years), has 


J : adi 

title. Actually, it’s a history of the 
ballet in modern-day America 
since its popularization in 1933 


| discussing the two Ballet Russe 
S a , companies, American Ballet 
| Illinois governor was consistently let Theatre and N. Y. City Ba 
_ Ur ; ‘ | nixing the idea that he would run, | with one brief chapter each at 
erate in 1951 and Mrs. Sparks be-| operas 9n its list; RCA and Colum-| come of the literati set thought |close on ballet in England 


Bal. 
llet, 
the 


| ; and 
France. Other countries are omit- 


ted. There’s no index, and other 
omissions. Book starts off in too 
scholarly and pedantic a writing 
style, although it shakes itself 
| loose after a while for a highly- 
readable, newspaper siyle , 

In addition to factual info on 


Although an abridged “La/ trade talk had been that the firm | COMPanles, personalities, on danc. 


| ers, choreographers and managers 
| tome has description of ballets and 
critical comment on trends, for an 
overall authoritative, impressive 
interesting survey, highly exten- 
sive and informative. Bron, 





| Salt Lake Sheets Merge 


Sale of the Salt Lake Telegram 


| to the Deseret News, its p.m. rival, 


| was announced last Saturday (30). 
| Salt Lake City will have Only one 
afternoon paper now, issued under 
|masthead of Deseret News—Salt 
| Lake Telegram. 
| In effecting the deal, an arrange- 
| ment was also made with the Salt 
| Lake Tribune, morning paper for- 
|merly published in conjunction 
} with the Telegram, that both sheets 
| will be produced by a single pro- 
duction staff. Editorially the News 
and Tribune will be completely 
divorced. é 
Significant fact is that the News, 
owned by the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints (Mor- 
mon), will be working with a union 
contract on printing. This is the 
first time any church-owned prop- 
erty has had anything to do with a 
union and there’s considerable 
conjecture around town on wheth- 
| er this has further implications 
Some think it may herald an eas- 
ing of the church’s anti-union pol- 
icy. 








CHATTER 

| Joel Graham, press editor for 
| Mademoiselle, back from Haiti and 
| Guatemala vacation. 

Actor Robert Cummings has 
been named film editor of Ranch 
| Romances, western fiction mag 
Harcourt Brace editor-in-chief 
| Robert Giroux married Carmen de 
| Arango, of “Greenwich, Conn., on 
| Aug. 30. 

| Manchester Boddy retired as 
publisher of the Los Angeles Daily 
News, with Robert L. Smith filling 
ithe vacancy. ° 

| H.B. Teeter’s “Nashville: Broad- 
way of Country Music,” story of 
“Grand Ole Opry” radio troupe, in 


|new format and the office ad for | Coronet mag. 
"ye ed is essentially a pitch for, Bill 


Hogan in Hollywood to 
|/round up material for a special 
| motion. picture supplement to be 
| published by the San Francisco 
, Chronicle. 

Lenox R. Lohr, general manage? 
of the Chicago World's Fair of 
1933, wrote “Century of Progress.” 
story of that exposition, just off 
Cuneo presses. 

Walt Kelly’s “I Go Pogo,” paper- 
back $1 edition of his cartoons, has 
been issued by Simon & Schuster, 
following success of last years 
“Pogo” volume. 

Walter Sorell’s radio play, “Isa- 
dora Duncan,” written as a tribute 
on the 25th anni of the dam 's 
death, published in the Septc: 
issue of Dance magazine. 

Martha Foley, editor of "5: 
American Short Stories.” provid 
the cover blurb for “Ma and Me 
collection of 20 short stories by 
Bill Ornstein, Metro tradepress 
contact. Book has just been pul 
lished by Story Press. 

Ray B ’s new tome, “Be 
onets East?’ 75,000 words 
Turkey and its strong man Kem: 
Ataturk, due for late winter-ear 
spring publication. A British ©" 
pire edition is assured duc to sale $ 
of his previous book, “Blovc, Ov 
|} and Sand.” ini 

S. J. Perelman’s profile on Fred 
| Allen is set for the Decembei ts-v* 
| of Holiday which has alt : 
| published his pieces on Grov: 
| Marx, Jimmy Durante and © © 
| Jessel, the latter in the cus «§ 
| edition. 
| Zinn Arthur, bandleader tu 

photographer, back from @ ‘ 
junket for Esquire which ts‘. 
| ing profiles on Gene Fow!le™ \* 
Landsberg, Leonard Golcst 
William A. Wellnran. 
a 








Literary Agent Wanted 


Capable starting department for °% 
gressive leading fast growing o9*"*! 
|| Write details and experience to = 
| neth Later Agency, 65 W. 54th Street, 
4 New York 19. 
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ins,” comedy by Albert Dickason, 
hich Anthony B. Farrell is con- 
sidering for Broadway production 
in the fall. Josephine Hull and 
Doro Merande head the cast. 





Mae West $11,200, Ivoryton 
Ivoryton, Conn., Sept. 2. 

Milton Stiefel closed a moder- 
ately profitable season last week 
with Mae West ringing the b.o. 
cash register steadily in “Come On 
Up—Ring Twice.” Star pulled the 
1952 record at $11,200 on a $3.60 
top. 

It was Stiefel’s 23rd season at 
this inland town and it represented 
some kind of record in strawhat 
annals, with one impresario oper- 
ating a summer playhouse at one 
location for almost a quarter of 
a century. 





‘Brig.’ 16G, Danbury 
Danbury, Conn., Sept. 2. 
“Brigadoon” last week gave 
Melody Fair its best week to date, | 
gross approaching $16,000. Boris} 
Kogan was conductor, with John | 
Shafer, Jim Alexander, Beverly 
Purvin and Polly MacCulloch in | 
principal roles. 
“Carousel” is current, with Hal | 
LeRoy closing season for producer | 
James Westerfield next week in 
“Where’s Charley?” 





‘Biography’ 7G, Olney 
Olney, Md., Sept. 2. 

Luise Rainer in “Biography” 
chalked up a pleasant $7,000 at Ol- 
ney Theatre despite mixed critical 
reaction. B.o. score left comfort- 
able margin of profit for Olney 
management. 

“An Evening With Bea Lillie” 
opens a week’s run tonight (Tues.), 
with house completely sold out for 
the eight performances despite a 
hike in scale from $3.60 to $4:20. 
Standees are expected to boost take 
5 an all-time high for the straw- 

at. 





‘New Moon’ $19,100, Toronto 
Toronto, Sept. 2. 
Hit by the Canadian National Ex- 
hibition grandstand show with 
Tony Martin headlining, plus Billy 
Daniels at the Casino, Melods 
Fair’s production of “New Moon,” 
with Ann Ayars and Clifford Har- 
vust, grossed a neat $19,100. The 
Brill-Kamsler 1,640-seater tent set- 
up was scaled at $3.40 top. 
Current for a fortnight ‘Sept. 1- 
13), “Annie Get Your Gun,” with | 
Marilyn Day and Earl Covert, has 
$33,000 advance in the till. 





Southbury Ends In Black 
Southbury, Conn., Sept. 2. 

Jack Quinn folded his South- 
bury Playhouse 10-week seagon 
Sunday (31) in the black, but a 
slight percentage below a year ago. 
A re-scaling of his 358-seater to in- 
clude more $2.40 toppers than last 
year helped to maintain the over- 
all gross. 

Weak sisters were ‘Here Today” 
and “Silver Whistle” ‘both conven- 
tion weeks). Season’s best figure 
was drawn by “Slightly Married,” 
with “Love or Money” in the num- 
ber two spot. 





Jersey-Penn Barns Busy 
Easton, Pa., Sept. 2. 

The Grist Mili Playhouse, at 
Andover, N. J., is closing the sea- 
son this week with a new play, “A 
Night at Mme. Tussaud’s,” starring 
Peter Lorre and Miriam Hopkins. 

Other strawhats in this area will 
keep going for several weeks more. 
“Where's Charley?” opened a two- 
week stand at the Lambertville, 
N. J., Musie Circus. Kay Francis 
is at the Bucks Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa., in “Theatre,” and me.I 





Pocono Playhouse. Mountainhome, 
va. has Kim Hunter in “They 
Knew What They Wanted.” | 





Skaneateles ’53 Plans 
Syracuse, Sept. 2. : 
Closing its initial season this 
week with “Show Boat,” the Lyric | 
Theatre at Skaneateles ig slated to) 
return’ next year with “a 12-week | 
bill of hit musicals. 
Announcement of 1953 plans was | 
made by producers Walter and 
Virginia’ Franke Davis, former 
Strawhat impresarios who were} 
successful in thei> first try at the- | 
atre-in-the-round under canvas. 
eiisted for 1953 are “Carousel,” | 
the Great Waltz.” “Rio Rita,” | 
‘Brigadoon,” “Allegro.” “Rose | 
Marie,” “Wizard of Oz,” “Sally,” 
“Student Prince,” “Blossom Time,” 
Countess Maritza” and “The Choc- | 
Olate Soldier.” 





La Jolla Boweut 

La Jolla, Cal., Sept. 2. | 

La Joiia Playhouse closed its 
Dine-play summer season Sunday | 
‘31) with Christopher Fry’s “The 


Lady's Not for Burning,” starring 


Hub Barns Active 


Continued from page 49 


| will depend on the report of the 





Vincent Price, Marsha Hunt and 
Beulah Bondi. 

Play moves to United Nations 
(Alcazar) Theatre in San Francisco 
4 three weeks, starting Saturday 
. 





Mad Anthony May Resume 
Toledo, Sept. 2. 
After ending a 10-week season 
of shows in the indoor theatre at 
| Walbridge Park Zoo, the Mad An- 
i;thony Players are considering a 
|similar season next summer. Final 
| decision will be made after a meet- 
ing with the board of trustees of 








} 


| the zoo, said Robert W. Feindt, pro- | 


| ducer of the group. 

Final week’s offering was “For 
|Love or Money,” Aug. 26-30. 
Though the season was not a fi- 
nancial success, Feindt pointed out 
that attendance had _ increased 
steadily from week to week. The 
Players were a resident Equity 
company. 














Legion Report 


Continued from page 1 


the Red charges against Hollywood 
last December and who has been 
active in meetings on the subject 
with industry toppers since then, 
gave as his own view that great 
progress had been made in clearing 
the studios of Communists. 
“Hollywood has been moving in 
the right direction, there’s no) 
question about that,” he declared. 
O’Neil said that the convention | 
issue of the American Legion | 











| Magazine, which goes to press Sept. | 


17, will have no mention of the film 
Communism issue beyond what | 
transpired at the conclave itself. | 
That was merely the introduction | 
of the five resolutions and their 
reference to the Americanism | 
Commission without any discussion 
or debate. 
The Legion editor added, how- 
ever, that he hoped early next year 
to get a story together on the Hol- 
lywood situation. Whether he doés 


Commission. If a story does find its | 
wey into the mag, it is assumed 
it will reflect the more favorable 
attitude of O'Neil toward the in- | 
dustry. 

Legion exec refused comment on 
the letters of explanation which 
have been requested by the stu- 
dios from alleged leftists or sym- 
pathizers on lists provided by the 
Legion last spring. In cases where 
permission was given by the writ- 
ers, the letters were forwarded by | 
the studios to the Legion for study 
and investigation. 

O’Neil referred questions on the 
subject to George Sokolsky, Hearst 
columnist, who he said knew more 
about it. Sokolsky has been screen- 
ing the letters in a three-way ar- 
rangement among himself and a 
group of Hollywood anti-Commu- 
nists, the Legion and the industry. 
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perennial arguments that they con- 
tribute nothing to the theatre. 
Although Schonceit’s proposal is 
conceived primarily as a method 
of helping the theatre, he thinks | 
it probably wouldn't involve much 
financial loss for the participating | 
investors, and it might even bring | 
a modest profit. He suggests that | 
as investments were repaia and | 
dividends issued by hit shows, the | 
returns should be left in the pool 
as a revolving fund for future | 
financing. If the profits should | 
swell the fund to more than the | 
original amount, the extra coin! 




















| might be distributed to the par- | 


ticipants. But the basic purpose | 
of the plan is not to make money, | 
but to spur production and thus 
increase the supply of shows 


| whose tickets the brokers would 


handle. 

Informed of the proposal, one | 
producer suggested that while 
various wrinkles might have to be | 
worked out, he favors any plan 
that would bring new money into} 
the theatre. Another manager re- 
marked that the setup might lead 
to brokers pushing the sale of | 
tickets for shows in which they 
had a financial stake, to the detri- 
ment of other productions. “Even 
if that didn’t happen, producers of | 
flop shows would inevitably think 
it did and would howl their heads 
off,” he remarked. 

The showman in question was | 
inclined to minimize that phase of | 
the matter, however. Producers! 


almost invariably believe that 
brokers try to sell only the hit 
shows, he explained. Brokers, on 
the contrary, claim that profitable 
agency operation depends on sell- 
ing the intermediate draws, for 
which the tickets are also more 
plentiful. It’s pointed out, also, 
that under the present setup in- 
dividual brokers can and frequent- 
ly do invest in shows. If, as a con- 
sequence, they try that much hard- 
er to sell the show’s tickets, so 
much the better. The obvious an- 
swer is to increase the number of 
productions in which investments 
are made, the manager argues. 
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tion costs. While web execs hope 
to give the public just as thorough 
coverage in ‘56, they want to do 
so at less cost to the network. and 
so will study this year’s record 
carefully before even starting to 
plan for the next national conven- 
tions. 

It’s anticipated that none of the 
webs will devote as much time to 
the conventions next time. They 
figure that all the solid political 
gabfesting represented just so 
much wasted air time. If it’s at all 
possible to get a line on the sched- 
ule of events in advance, conse- 
quently, they'll stick to only the 
actual business sessions in ’56, cut- 
ting into their regularly-scheduled 
shows only for some flash news oc- 
curence. 


Loyola U. Preps First Festival 
With Legit Stars as Guesters 





‘Western Wind,’ Westport 
| Tryout, in British Bow 


| London, Aug. 26. 
Charlotte Frances’ play, “West- 
ern Wind,” which was done by the 
Theatre Guild at Westport, Conn., 
in °49, and for which the Guild 
still holds the American rights, 
wiil be done in the provinces, open- 
ing at the Opera House, Northamp- 
| ton, Sept. 8. 





| Authoress is playing the lead 
herself, as well as directing the 
| play. 





London Legit Bits 


Léon, Aug. 26 
Agent Rita Cave has submitted 


—+ 


Chicago, Sept. 2. 

} Loyola U. here is starting the 
first of a projected annual Catho- 
| lic Theatre Festival series this fall, 
| with name guest stars, in a five- 
| week schedule. John Bettenben- 
| der, head of the Loyola drama de- 
partment, is producing the venture 
and will direct three of the plays. 
'Eugene O'Sullivan, Salt Creek silo 
director, will handle the other two. 

First of the quintet’s stars will 
be Dennis King and Margaret 
Phillips in “Arms and the Man,” 
Sept. 23. Ruth Hussey is set for 
“Royal Family” Sept. 30. Anthony 
Quinn in “Blood Wedding” or 
| Roddy McDowell in “Ring Around 
the Moon” will be the third offer- 
ing. Ian Keith will be the lead in 
“Macbeth,” and if film shooting 
| schedules permit, Robert Ryan will 
|appear in a modern comedy, pos- 





sibly “Venus Observed.” 


Marcel Franck’s French play, “Le| Outside of featured supporting 


‘ ) ~ = ” | : 
oe oy Thea ay kB... actors, rest of the casts will be 
reading as suitable ‘vehicle y drawn from the school. Seminars 


adenine « pet for drama students and teachers 
neeci es Bae Smt. play, based will be held each Sunday, with the 
on Oscar Wilde’s “Lord Arthur Sa- | St@rs holding forth on various play 
ville’s Crime,” will be tried out on | problems. Loyola has presented 
|TV Sept. 30 prior to its London | Several of Christopher Fry's plays 
| production at the Royal Court The-| for the first time in this country 
jatre Oct. 7. Play will be directed | and has previewed a musical each 
}for TV by Andrew Osborne instead | spring, written by professionals in 
of Jack Hulbert. ithe entertainment field. 
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... The above honors were awarded Miss Kenyon as 
leading lady in the following musical productions: 














“THE FIREFLY” 
“MLLE. MODISTE” 


Cape Cod Music Circus 


“THE GREAT WALTZ” 


Louisville Park 
Theatrical Assn. 











JACK VAUGHAN and PEGGIE GATES 
7 East 55th Street 


Manogement Associates 


New York 
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s Broadway 


Borrah Minevitch in on the SS 
U.S. yesterday (Tues.). 

TWA incepting new coast-to- 
coast Ambassador Service with a 
cocktailery and dinner aloft to in- 
vitees next week. 

Songsmith Geoffrey O'Hara's 
daughter Nancy to wed George 
Brown Davis. Bride-to-be was with 
CBS until recently. 

John Firman, managing director 
of B. Feldman & Co., British music 

ublisher, arrives in N. Y. Sept. 9 

or a business visit. 

Mrs. Haidee Blumenstock Auer- 
bach, daughter of WB veepee Mort 
Blumenstock, married Marine Ma- 
or Marvin Daniel Perskie in N. Y. 
ast week. 


Barbara Walters, daughter of 
Lou Walters, the Latin Quarter 
boniface, in the NBC press dept., 
working with Ted Cott, g.m. of the 
station. 

Singer Eddie Fisher, an Army 

fc., returns to the States from 

orea in a couple of weeks after 
heading an entertainment unit 
playing 90 shows for GIs. 


Watching a promising young 
nitery comic in a local bistro, RCA 
prexy Frank M. Folsom cracked, 
‘How hard they work on their way 
up; and how they don’t wanna 
work later!’ 

From Dorothy Kilgallen’s syndi- 
cated column: “Most popular news- 

aper vendor in town is Paul, at 
Bin and 44th, who permits strug- 
gling young actors to read VARIETY 
on the cuff.” 


The Norman Readers (he’s ad- 
pub chief of the French govern- 
ment Tourist Office) vacationing 
at Montauk, L.I., after a boom 
tourist season. 

Samuel Schneider, Warner Bros. 
veepee, accompanied by his wife, 
planed in from Paris over the 
weekend. He had been abroad for 
four weeks visiting the company’s 
offices in London, Rome and Paris. 

Annual golf tournament of the 
Variety Club of New York shifted 
to Sept. 25 to avoid conflict with 
the Warner Club golf tourney Sept. 
12. Variety meet will be held at 
Vernon Hills Country Club, Tucka- 
hoe, N. Y¥. 

Lee Kresel, dialog director of 
Jean Renoir’s “The Golden Coach,” 
filmed in Italy, sailed back to 
Europe yesterday (Tues.) on the 
Nieuw Amsterdam. He's heading for 
Rome, where he’ll supervise final 
recording on the film starring Anna 
Magnani. 

Actress Nancy Nugent, daughter 
of actor - playwright-director-pro- 
ducer Elliott Nugent, will marry 
Francis de Bethencourt of England, 
in the fall. She’s currently in 
“The Male Animal” with her father 
who coauthored the click comedy 
with James Thurber. 

Mony Dalmes, societaire of the 
Comedie Francaise, must return to 
Paris for the legit season next 
month. She married Waldorf- 
Astoria exec Claude C. Philippe in 
Paris last month and, aiter a Rivi- 
era honeymoon, came over to visit 
for several weeks. She plans TV 
and legit in the States next spring. 


After bivouacing in a _ sublet 
apartment, only a block away from 
their present Park Ave. layout, 
Jock and Mary Lawrence repos- 
sessed their own place which had 
been under sublet until Sept. 1 
during his 18 months’ service with 
General Eisenhower. Col. Law- 
rence was on Ike's personal staff 
in Paris. He is still doing some 
work for the General’s GOP cam- 
paign. - 


Paris 


“Belle of New York” to be new 
show at the Mogador. 

Buster Keaton to play Cirque 
Medrano on four-week date in Oc- 
tober, 

H. G. Clouzot pic, “Manon,” 
banned in Argentina on immorali- 
ty grounds. 

Gerard Philipe to Canada to 
attend preem of his starring pic, 
“Fanfan La Tulipe” Aug. 29. 

Noel Coward investigating Paris 
a before London opening of 

is new one, “Quadrille,” Sept. 12. 

Darryl Zanuck here on way to 
Munich to look over “Man on a 
Tightrope” pic which Robert Sher- 
wood scripted and Elia Kazan will 
direct. 

“Cafe Society,” new Montpar- 
Masse nitery, opening with all 
American bill including Muriel 
Gaines, Gordon Heath and Jack 
Kennedy. 


Irvin Marks, local rep for th 
Shuberts and other show biz ie 
terests, recuperating at Brenner’s 
Hotel, Baden-Baden, after a motor- 
ing tour to the Norse countries. 

Alida Valli, finishing work here 
in “The Coffin and the Ghost,” 


returns this “oni to make an 
Italo pic, “Ang..: om the Side- 
walks” here. It will be directed by 
Gianni Francolini. 

Anita Loos, having completed 
three translations, “Gift of Adele,” 
“Darling, Darling,” both by Jean- 
Pierre Gredy and Pierre Barillet, 
and “Sigfried” by Jean Giraudoux, 
returning to N. Y¥. for reopening 
of “Gigi.” ‘ 

A three-sketch film is being set 
up here. Cario Rim is doing one 
sketch with Ingrid Bergman, Jean 
Delannoy will do a sketch based 
on a little known adventure of Joan 
of Are while the third sketch will 
tentatively have Vivian Leigh as 
the femme protagonist, 


By Mark Curtis 
Xavier Cugat at Sahati'’s State- 
line. 
Bell Sisters set for Riverside 
Sept. 4. 
Esquire Trio 
Reno’s Cal-Neva. 
Lou Walters’ Casino de Paris, at 
Tahoe, shuttered. ; 

Reno Little ‘Theatre staging 
“Stalag 17” Sept. 15-21. ; 

Nat (King) le out and Mills 
Bros. in at Cal-Vada, Lake Tahoe. 

Rosemary Clooney broke New 
Golden's attendance record in two- 
week stand. 

Beatrice Kay headlines Cal-Neva 
show with Wiil Mastin Trio and 
Sammy Davis, Jr. 

Labor Day weekend overflows 
hotels, motels and private homes 
which registered vacant rooms 
with Chamber of Commerce. 

Frank Sennes has his “Peep 
Show” at the Riverside, Diosa Cos- 
tello and ‘‘Mardi Gras in Rio” at 
Mapes Skyroom, and his Minsky 
show set for New Golden Sept. 10. 


doing well at 


Chicago 

Arlene Dahl in town to promote 
her new lingerie line. 

Irene Hervey left for New York 
to rehearse for part in “Bernar- 
dine.” 

Mischa Auer winds up the sea- 
son at Drury Lane silo with ‘20th 
Century.” 

Edward Arnold opened in “Ap- 
ple of His Eye” at Salt Creek 
strawhat. 

Eddie Cantor will make an ad- 
dress for the Israeli Bond Drive 
here, Oct. 5. 

Jack Garber, Balaban & Katz 
publicist, in Michael Reece Hospi- 
tal* with ulcers. 

Bill Valos of the Valos circuit 
returned last week from three 
months in Greece. 

Dorothy Gullman in to do press 
on world preem of “Somebody 
Loves Me” at the Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Milton Baron, g.m. for producer 
Jose Ferrer, planed in to catch 
“Stalag 17” which opened at the 
Erlanger, 





Riviera 
By Ed Quinn 

Maurice Chevalier’s exclusive 
concert at Casino Juan-les-Pins. 

Jacqueline Francois and Charles 
Trenet’s one-niters at Sporting 
Club, Monte Carlo, 

Hazel Scott terminated success- 
ful series of oneniters at Carroll's 
Beach, Cap d’Antibes. 

Mark Evans of CBS, taped Cote 
d’Azur beauty contest at Nice be- 
fore leaving for Venice. 

Sir Max Beerbohm, English ac- 
tor, writer and critic, celebrated 
his 80th birthday in Rapallo, Italy. 

Tino Rossi started work on a 
new film, “The Last Christmas,” 
being made in the old quarter of 
Nice. 

_Ted Ray, top BBC comic, vaca- 
tioning at Juan-les-Pins. Ray 
leaves for Korea troop shows in 
September. 

inger Rogers vacationed at 
Beach Hotel, Monte Carlo, accom- 
panied by Celebrity Service's Earl 
Blackwell. 

Lillian Gish after motoring 
through Spain stopped off at 
Cannes for two months before re- 
turn to the U. S. 

Bob Hope, accompanied by Betsy 
Duncan, opened uropean tour 
with a one-nite stand at the Sport- 
ing Club, Monte Carlo. 

Henri Salvador, songwriter-sing- 
er, successful at the Vieux Colom- 
bier, Juan-les-Pins, and had re- 
turn booking with two weeks 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 
_ Ram Gopal and Indian dancers 
in for season at Olympia, Dublin. 

Gypsy Rose Lee currently ap- 

eaeeng at the Opera House, Bel- 
ast. 

Thesper Micheal MacLiammoir 
back from Paris after post-synch- 
ing on Orson Welles’ “Othello.” 

Leslie Faber, sales manager of 
British Lion, in from London to 





huddle with Irish exhibs and trade 
show “The Sound Barrier.” 





London 


Archie Robbins, currently vaca- 
ter in Cannes, due back this 
week for a return date on TV. 


Carl Brisson headed first direct |; 


telecast from the National Radio 
Exhibiton at Earls Court last week. 

W. St. Clair Low, general man- 
ager of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers Assn. of Canada, sailed 
for Quebec last week. 

Jimmy Carreras tossing a lunch 
today (3) to mark beginning of his 
fifth’ British production this year, 
“The Flanagan Boy.” 

Nat Karson, who sailed for N. Y. 
on the Queen Elizabeth last Thurs- 
day (28), hosted at a secretly or- 
ganized farewell dinner. 

Third anni-of Anton Dolin’s Fes- 
tival Ballet company will be ob- 
served with a gala show at the 
Royal Festival Hall Sept. 12. 

David Tearle taking over Basil 
Radford’s role in “Affairs of 
State” following the actor's second 
collapse since the play opened. 

Ron Randell now vacationing in 
London, went to Devon over the 
weekend to support a charity gala 
to aid the Lynmouth flood victims. 

J. Franklyn Venner appointed 
part-time director to the National 
Film Finance Corp. by Board of 
Trade prexy, succeeding S. John 


Pears, 
Songwriter Joe Gilbert back 
from America and negotiating 


vaude dates with act he had espe- 
cially written for him by Jack 
Yellin. 

Fredd Wayne, who came over to 
fill the Luther Billis role in “South 
Pacific,” inked by Carroll Gibbons 
for cabaret date at the Berkeley 
beginning Sept. 15. 

Val Parnell booked Jane Morgan 
as one of the headliners to open 
at Palladium Sept. 15 for two 
weeks on bill topped by Les Paul 
& Mary Ford from U.S. 

When’ Richard Attenborough 
leaves “Sweet Madness” to re- 
hearse for the new Agatha Christie 
thriller, “The Mousetrap,” his role 
will be played by the author, Peter 
Jones. 

Gypsy Rose Lee terminates her 
English dates the week of Sept. 15 
at Theatre Royal, Portsmouth, and 
starts a vacation in Europe Sept. 
21 with her sister, June Havoc, due 
here Sept. 15. Expects to play re- 
turn dates in Toronto in Geshe. 

Derrick de Marney presented the 
Dancers of Bali with 45 dancers 
and musicians for 15 performances 
at the Winter Garden Theatre last 
week. Show is a feast of color and 
exotic native posturing accom- 
panied by bamboo percussion ins- 
truments and a type of xylophone. 


Miami Beach 
By Lary Solloway 

New Algiers Hotel which will 
boast big cafe, planning weekend 
entertainment. 

Carrie Finnell’s preem of her 
Club Flame held up until difficul- 
ties are straightened out with mu- 
sicians union. 

St. John Terrell in and out of 
town, working deal with AFM local 
so that he can reopen Music Circus 
this season. Tent was dark last 
year. 

Felix Young, quondam Califor- 
nia plush cafe op now living here, 
planning two-orch setup for his 
new swankery currently in build- 
ing stage. 

New midwestern group taking 
over defunct island resort in 
Bahamas built by Britisher Billy 
Butlin, er ory show ideas with 
acts booked out of Miami. 

Miami Beach opened Service- 
men’s Stage Door Canteen at Audi- 
torium with 2,000 men entertained 
by performers from local clubs, 
plus dance music by AFM-contrib- 
bed orch. 

El Mamba, Vagabonds Club, 
Paddock all shuttered over week- 
end. Mamba enlarging and reopen- 
ing in November. Paddock ditto. 
Vagabonds off to fill other commit- 
ments until early December. 





Havana 


Nancy Radcliffe at the Bamboo 
Club. 


Lolita Ochoa singing at Mont- 
martre. ; 

_ Blanquita Amara goes to Spain 
in September. 

Lola Flores at the America in 
song-dance stint. 

Ana Gloria & Rolando, mambo 
couple, at Tropicana. 

Jose Fergandez Valencia pacted 
to sing in a Miami nitery. 

Mario Martinez Casado directing 
the vaude show at the Alkazar. 

Paco, Pepe and Pico appearing 
twice weekly on Union Radio-TV. 

Roland Gerbeau singing on Radio 
Cadena Azul’'s “Show of the Stars.” 

Alicia Alonso, top Cuban bal- 
lerina, off for Hollywood to join the 
Ballet Theatre. 

The Three Gallants here to ap- 
pear on CMQ-TV; act did 20-week 
stint in Mexican tele. 

Cuban composers have petitioned 
the government for strict copy- 


right laws to protect their works. 
Felo Ramirez broadcasting ball 
ames over Union Radio direct 
rom major league parks in the 
US. 
Skippy dancing in Sans Souci’s 
“Sun Sun Ba Bae.” Also starring 
on bill is Bertica Serrano, mambo 
dancer. - 
Fernando Fernandez, Mexican 
singer, planning a tour in August 
through Cuba and the Dominican 
Republic. . 
Luis Sanchez Amago placed in 
charge of distribution for Produc- 
tora Filmica Cubana, which has 
already produced six films. 
Garrido & Pinero, comics, have 
their own daily radio and thrice- 
weekly TV shows. In addition, they 
continue to make five-minute film 
shorts, sponsored by a beer firm. 
Popular demand caused the. gov- 
ernment to rescind its ban on 
broadcasts by Clavelito, who claims 
that his singing cures some ail- 
ments. A fictionalized version of 
Clavelito’s life is also broadcast 
daily over Union Radio. 


Berlin 


German Bishops warned authdri- 
ties against new openings of gam- 
bling casinos. 

The Clef Dwellers, U. S. barber- 
shop quartet, here to teach about 
their type of warbling. 

“Boy Meets Girl’ chosen as en- 
try in the Berlin Festival by the 
American Little Theatre Assn. of 
Berlin. 

Ulistein made a contract with 
the West Berlin newspaper, Ber- 
liner Anzeiger to take over and 
probably issue it as Berliner Mor- 
genpost. 

U. S.“ pix currently running at 
first-run houses include “Gypsy 
Wildcat,” “Decoy,” “Only the 
Valiant,” “David and Bathsheba” 
and “Last of Buccaneers.” 

Berlin actor O. E. Hasse pacted 
by Warners for a film to be 
directed by Alfred Hitchcock. 
Hasse already starred in 20th-Fox’s 
“Big Lift” and “Decision Before 


Scotland 


By Gordon Irving 

Denis Forman, director of Brit- 
ish Film Institute, addressing sum- 
mer school in Glasgow. 

Juliet Byam Shaw, 18-year-old 
daughter of Stratford producer 
Glen Byam Shaw, joining Perth 
Repertory Theatre. 

Citizens’ Theatre, Glasgow, to 
give world preem to “Green Cars 
Go East,” play set in Glasgow by 
Paul Vincent Carroll. 

Peter Potter, resident director 
of Citizens’ Theatre, Glasgow, in 
from 10-week stint of directing 
strawhat season in resort towns 
of Port Carling and Gravenhurst, 
Ontario, Canada. 

Gordon Jackson, Scot actor, to 
star in new British film, “Death 
Comes to School.” He is currently 
in London run of “Seagulls Over 
Sorrento,” now notching up its 
900th performance. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 
Jane Froman_ vacationing at 
Ridgefield. 
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Tunney due 
back this week from Europe. 
Frederick C. Schang to London 
(29) to see Island of Bali Dancers. 





Hal LeRoy starring in ‘‘Where’s 
we at Melody Fair next 
week. 


Mrs. William Anthony McGuire 
back to New York after summer- 
ing here. 

Helene Bliss and John Tyers 


back from Coast tour with “Song | 1 


of Norway.” 

Mary Martin and Richard Halli- 
day building another house on 
their Norwalk acreage. 

John C. Wilson, William Gaxton, 
Ben Boyar, Theresa Helburn, Chris- 
tie MacDonald, Mary Hunter, Wil- 
liam Liebling, William Raiser, Ar- 
mina Marshall at preem of “Tin 
Wedding” here (1). 


Barcelona 


By Juaquina C. Vidal-Gomis 

The Astoria and Cristina film 
houses playing the French pic, “Ma 
Pomme.” 

The Madrid Lara Co. in “God- 
dess of Sand” at the Kursaal in 
San Sebastian. 

The Buenos Aires theatre in Bil- 
boa has Maria de Los Angeles Mo- 
rales for opera performances. 

Producer Iquino signed Virgilio 
Teixeira, Portuguese film star, for 
a new dramatic production. 

Manolo Caracol’s son, Enrique 
Ortega, a gypsy singer like his 
father, probably will leave . the 
stage to become a bullfighter. 

Pic star Aurora Bautista in an 
auto accident coming in from the 

Toja summer resort. Neither 
she nor others in the car suffered 








serious injuries, 


— 


“Hollywood 


Wanda Hendrix returned from 


Peggy Ryan recovering from 
PR. sur 


Cary Grant ailing with jaundice 
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the film studios. aceniniene 
Claude Binyon in town after a 
cross-country tour. 
Henry Hull in from Connecticut 
to resume film work. 
Victor McLaglen in town after 
eastern personals. 
Kay Kyser left for his home in 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 
Jackie Coogan tore a knee liga- 
ment in a ball game. 
Rae Lynn checked out of the 
hospital after surgery. 
Leo Carrillo and Duncan Renal- 
do planed to St. Louis. 
Albert Austin seriously ill at 
his North Ho!lywood home. 
David Wayne and Arthur Ken- 
nedy to Oregon for fishing. 
Betty Hutton and Charles O’Cur- 
ran leave for London, Sept. 16. 
Rita Gam checked in at Metro 
to start her new term contract. 
Fred Quimby checked in at 
Metro after vacation in Honolulu. 
Sujata & Osaka planed to Tokyo 
for the 1,500th Buddhist Festival. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

Tennessee Williams off to Mu- 
nich for confabs with Elia Kazan. 

Errol Flynn planed out for 
Palermo to do location scenes for 
“Master of Ballantrae.” 

The Fiammetta, Cinema, only 
film house in Rome which is air- 
conditioned, has a full house every 
night. 

American soprano Jane Stuart 
Smith to the U. S. for concert tour 
after several operatic appearances 
in Italy. 

Reger Livesy and Ursula Jeans 
here for a few days before going 
on to Sicily for the Erroll Flynn 
picture. ' 

The Igor Cassinis, vacationing in 
Forte dei Marmi on the Sea, will 
return to Rome before going back 
to the U. S. ‘ 

Sam Spiegel in from London is 
huddling with Roberto Rossellini 
and Ingrid Bergmen for a film to 
be done here. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 
Carl Dozer did the m.c. chores 
again at annual county fair. 
Lou Starr and Dale Thomas have 
dissolved their cafe partnership. 
Pittsburgh Newspaper Guild has 
1% its first Page One Ball for Feb. 


John Johns named editor of Up- 
stage, Pittsburgh Playhouse’s news- 
letter. 

Monte Carlo booked Harvey Bell 
for a two-week return starting Fri- 
day (5). ; 

The Bert Stearns are taking 4 
South American cruise for their 
honeymoon. ; 

Vinnie Faye, Joey Faye's broth- 
pei qe house singer at the Ca- 
sino burlesque. 

John eters, owner of Vogue 
Terrace, and his family back from 
Florida vacation. 

Warner has “Miracle of Our Lady 
of Fatima” booked for special el- 
gagement Sept. 12. pee 

Shirley Jones, this years Mis$ 
Pittsburgh,” awarded a scholorship 
at Playhouse School. ‘ 

Local drama critics went to Ate 
lantic City for an advance peek at 
the new “Ice Capades. - 

John Walsh to Newport, R. L., ' 
drive his family back home after 
a month’s vacation there. oo 

Bob Savage, singer and compoe® 
of “Jungle,” pencilled into ¢t e 
Copa for week of Oct. 20. IP 

Bill Zeilor, manager of the ¢ ‘. 
Harris, joining downtown apat 
ment dwellers at the Bigelow. cel 

Jimmy Nelson opens at Carouse 
Friday (5) with Maureen Canno 





following him in Sept. 15th. 














all 


rom 
sur 
lice 
rom 
vith 
; at 
lex- 

on 
orce 
» to 
with 
| his 
nkel 


Mu- 
azan. 
. for 
»s for 


only 
s aire 
every 


Stuart 
t tour 
ances 


Jeans 
going 
Flynn 
ing in 
», will 
: back 


don is 
sellini 
ilm to 


chores 


Vogue 
k from 


ir Lady 
‘ial ele 


; “Miss 
jorship 


to At- 
peek at 


R. I., to 
e after 


ymposer 
ito the 


ne J P. 
apart- 
Ww. 
‘arousel 
Cannon 


h. 


— 


— 


Wednesday, September 3, 1952 


VARIETY 


55 





OBITUARIES 


LAMAR TROTTI 

Lamar Trotti, 51, film writer, | 
died of a heart attack Aug. 28 in| 
Oceanside, Cal. He had been on 
leave from 20th-Fox for six months 
because of a heart condition ag- 
gravated by the death of his son, 
Lamar, Jr., in an auto accident two 
years ago. 

Trotti won an Academy Award 
in 1944 for the best original screen- 
play, “Wilson.” Two years earlier | 
he wrote the screenplay and pro- 
duced “The Ox Bow Incident.” His | 
other screen credits include ‘“‘Moth- 
er Wore Tights,” “Captain From 
Castile,” “Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band,” “Story of Alexander Gra- 
ham Bell,” “Brigham Young,” “To 
The Shores of Tripoli,” “Guadal- 


'& Associated Players. 


|man, died Aug. 26 in Lincoln, Neb. 


Hale introduced Will Rogers to the 
stage in 1899 in his Harry Hale 
Florenz 
Ziegfeld hired Rogers five years 
later. In 1916, he led the grand 
march with Lillian Russell at the 
Actors Ball in New York. 


Surviving are his wife, a step-| 


son, a stepdaughter and three sis- 
ters. 
DENNIS SHEPHERD 
Dennis J. Shepherd, 62, city man- 


j}ager of the three Fabian houses in 


Frank 


Paramount Film Exchange execu- 
tive, died Aug. 22 at his home in 
Los Angeles. 


editor of WFAA, Dallas, and 
daughter of Amon G. Carter, pub- 
lisher of the Fort Worth Star-Tele- 
gram, died in Dallas Sept. 1. 





shal of Summer Theatre, Birming- 





Polly Van Bailey, veteran stage 
;}and screen actress, died Aug. 25 
in Hollywood. Her mother and 
} husband survive. 





Garlichs, 81, retired 


Wife, 48, of Hugo Speck, foreign | 


ham, Eng., at Prirmingham, Aug. | 
15. 


| treasurer of the Met Opera Assn., 


Altoona, Pa., died in that city Aug. idied Aug. 25 in Brooklyn. 


14. He had been named to the post 
; only a year ago, having previously 
| been in Johnstown. Before that, 





Husband of Lily Morris, English 


|Shepherd operated Fabian houses 


comedienne, died in London, Aug. 


eanal Diary,” “Razor’s Edge,” “My |in New Jersey. He had been with 

Blue Heaven” and “Cheaper By | the circuit for more than 25 years. 

The Dozen.” His most recent re- He leaves his wife. 

leased film was “With A Song In|} 

My Heart,” the Jane Froman story. | 
Trotti began his writing career | 

as a newspaperman in Atlanta, and 





Mona Berridge, 51, legit actress, 
died in Worthing, England, Aug. 


EUGENE F. HAINES | 32. 
Eugene F. Haines, 66, assistant | 
treasurer of RCA Victor, died Aug. | 





James Roger Walker, 44, motion 





in 1933 edited the Motion Picture |31 in Merchantville, NJ. He had 


Monthly in New York. 
Surviving are his wife, son and 
2a daughter. 





PETER KOURMPATES 
Peter Kourmpates, 35, a partner 
with his brother, Paul, in an aerial 


|'been associated 
affiliated companies for 50 years. 

Surviving are his wife and two 
sisters. 
| 





BLANCHE MacD. DOUGLAS 
Mrs. Bianche MacDonald Doug- 


IN MEMORIAM 


Marcus Loew 


September 5th, 1927 





act, Barrett Bros., died in Chatham, , las, 87, retired vaude performer, | 


N. B., Aug. 28, as a result of an 
80-foot fall. He missed catching a 
bar in swinging from one trapeze 
to another, 
injuries to his head and body in 
the fall to the ground at the 
Chatham Fair. 

Barrett Bros. had been touring 
the provinces for about 
months as a free act with the Bill 
Lynch carnival, which provided 
the midway for the Chatham Fair. 
The act, advertised as 
Suicide,” played vaude last winter. 





PAULINE H. ROLLAND 
Pauline Hoffman Rolland, 75, 
Yiddish-American actress, died 
Aug. 29 in New York. During her 
55 years in the theatre, she played 
with such Yiddish stars as Jacob 
P. Adler, David Kessler, Bertha 


Kalich and Maurice Schwartz. She | 


also appeared in “Abie’s Irish 
Rose” and Florenz Ziegfeld pro- 
duction, “Betsy.” 

Surviving are her husband, Wil- 
liam Rolland, Yiddish theatrical 


producer and manager, a son and | 


a daughter. 


W. C. (BILLY) PAINE 
William C. (Billy) Paine, 51, 
singer, died Aug. 25 after a heart 
attack while in a Boston bank. 
He was for many years in local 
niteries and radio, returning pro- 
fessionally several years ago to 


- enter business. A featured enter- 


and sustained severe | 


three | 


“Modern | 


died Aug. 28 in Prospect, Conn. 
Mrs. Douglas .appeared with the 
| Washburn Sisters, a song and dance 
team. 
ago. 

Her late husband, Charles W. 
Douglas, was a comedy song and 
dance man in vaude. 





ALEXANDER WISE 


Alexander Wise, music pub- 
lisher, died of a heart attack in 
New York recently. He had been 


in the music biz as pub and jobber 
for the past 23 years. 


Wise was co-owner with Al Ash- | bert, London, recently. 


ley of the Ashley Music Supply 
|Co. and the Amsco Music Co. 





JACK HORN 
Jack Horn, 65, for many years a 
theatre manager and _ publicist, 
died in New York Aug. 27 after a 
| long illness. 
| Services will be held tomorrow 


'(Thurs.) at Riverside Memorial 
| Chapel under auspices of The 
| Friars. 





| Mrs. Marie Lavie Thomassey, for 
|many years in the theatre and 
hotel business in McDonald, Pa., 
where the Thomassey family oper- 
ated the now-closed Dreamland. 
died in Geneva, O., Aug. 20. 


Wife, 54, of Donald G. Augur, 
‘commercial and ad copywriter, died 









WILLIE 


IN MEMORY 


20 Years — September 3, 1932 






BERGER 


tainer at the Cocoanut Grove at;Aug. 29 in New Rochelle, N. Y. 
ihe time of the fire disaster, he | Other survivors are two daughters, 
was credited with saving the lives | Mrs. Hobe Morrison, wife of the 


of a dozen patrons, leading them 
to safety at risk of his own lif2. 
Survived by wife. 


BERTRAM COLTER ; 

Bertram Colter, former organist 
at Loew's Theatre, Boston, and 
pianist with several Boston orchs, 
died in that city Aug. 24. — 

Since 1941 he had lived in Man- 
chester, N. H., where he was mu- 
sical director for WMUR and St. 





Anselm and Mount St. Mary col- | 


leges. In Boston, he was musical 

director for the radio network pro- 
ram, “Spreading New England’s 
ame.” 





BILLY VAN 
Billy Van, 75, for many years 2 


theatrical agent, died in Portland, | 
Ore., Aug. 17. For many years Van | 


was associated with William Shill- 
ing. 
sportsman shows throughout the 
country. 

Van was in many phases of show 
business before turning to agent- 


ing. Earlier in his career he toured | 


in vaude with Loretta Grey as 
“Flip & Flapper’ and _ iater 
agented Miss Grey’s acts. 


HARRY N. HALE 
Harry N. Hale, 72, veteran show- 





In recent years, he managed | 


VariETY staffer, and Jean, in the 
research department of the Young 
& Rubicam ad agency; and two 
| grandsons. 








| Widow, 81, of orch leader George 
W. Johnson, died Aug. 29 in Abing- 
/ton Hospital, near Philadelphia. 
| Before her marriage Mrs. Johnson 
' was a concert singer. Two daugh- 
| ters survive. 
+ 
James N. Vincent, .72, financiz! 
secretary of the Treasurers Club 
/of America, a group of boxoffice 





men of New York theatres, died— 


Aug. 31 in New York. 





Frank P. Steyer, 79, 


four daughters survive. 





Marie Ryan, of the Riiz Theatre 
staff in Pittsburgh both under WB 
and present Loew's management, 
died Aug. 28 in Pittsburgh. 


Frank Bonomo, 51, commercial 
artists who numbered Albany the- 
atres among his clients, died in 
Albany Aug. 26. 





| Ishmael G. White, 77, retired 


with Victor and 


| Miliza 


She retired about 40 years 


| ger. 
|pany of 


|Aug. 9, Brownfield, Tex. 
| was formerly with KDWT, Denton; 


| Hollywood, Aug. 25. 


picture technician, died Aug. 24 in 
| Hollywood. 





Evelyn Dectreaux, 50, screen 
actress, died Aug. 28 in Santa 
Monica, Cal. 

Joseph M.°- Ramsey, 61, singer, 


died Aug. 25 in Lons Angeles. 


MARRIAGES 


Korjus to Dr. Walter 
Shecter, San Fernando, Cal., July 





| 18, just revealed. Bride is concert 
| and film singer. 


Ginger Clayton to Frank West- 
more, San Fernando, Cal., Sept. 1. 
She’s a skater; he’s a makeup artist. 

Dorothy Rogers to Bert Stearn, 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 28. Groom is head 
of Cooperative Theatres there and 


| was western division sales manager 


for UA. 

Leontyne Price to William War- 
field, Aug. 31, New York. Both are 
singing leads in “Porgy and Bess,” 
which begins its European tour 
Friday (5) in Vienna. 

Reta Shaw to William Forester, 
Snow Hill, Md., Aug. 20. Bride is 
an actress; he’s actor-stage mana- 
Both are in national com- 
“Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes.” 

Agnes Lumsden to Holmes Her- 
Groom is 
a screen actor. 

Opal P. Davis to Dick Aker, 
Bride 


groom is an announcer at KTFY, 
Brownfield. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Ala.. Marston, son, 


actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Noble, 
Chicago, Aug. 25. 
cago announcer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Wein- 
stroer, daughter, Aug. 27, New 
York. Father is sales manager for 
Coral Records. 

Mr. and Mrs, Joe Bock, dpug>- 
ter, Pittsburgh, Aug. 25. Father is 
head of WDTV scenic department 
there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Blandi, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Aug. 24. Fa- 
ther was longtime manager of Pitt 
Playhouse Grill. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Adam, daugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh, Aug. 26. Father is 
on WDTV sales staff there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wally Imes, daugh- 


son, 


| ter,.Glendale, Cal., Aug. 23. Father 


is a TV actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kirby Grant, 
daughter, Burbank, Cal., Aug. 26. 
Father is an actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Hunter, 
son, Santa Monica, Cal., Aug. 29. 
Parents (she’s Barbara Rush) are 
screen players. 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving Allen, son, 
Hollywood, Aug. 29. Father is a 
film producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Lindemann, 





former. 
operator of the old Spicer Theatre, | 
Akron (now called the Vogue), died | 
Aug. 26 in that city. His wife and | 


Jr., daughter, New York, Aug. 31. 
Father is commercial supervisor of 


‘the Kate Smith TV show. 








Father is an! 


Father is Chi- | 


|solely for export in order to ac- 
quire much-needed foreign ex- 


change. | 


Farflung Impacts 
| While the main objective is pro- 
!motion of the bond sale, there are 


to demonstrate to American busi- 


|messmen the prospects for profit: | 
H. G. F. Winchester, chief mar- | @ble investment in Israel, and the | the agent failed to take the trouble 


other is to show merchants, impoct- 
ers and processors in the U.S. the 


chase. 

Hypoing the b.o. has been an s.a.- 
filled publicity-ad campaign worked 
out by Meyer Steinglass, public re- 
lation director for the bond cam- 
paign and former national publicity 
director for the United Jewish Ap- 
peal. Ads, designed and placed by 
Donahue & Co., agency which han- 
dles numerous film accounts, fea- 
ture the eye-filling hostesses at the 
exhibit. 

The 12 gals, all born and brought 
up in Israel, are the product of 
considerable femme-ogling by 
Steinglass and his associates to get 
| hostesses who are not anly attrac- 
tive, but could speak English well 
and spiel intelligently on Israel, its 
problems and products. 

Chief hostess Haya Tarner is fre- 
quently subject to test by Yank 
visitors who view the curvaceous 

redhead and doubt that she’s a mc- 

|coy product of the Holy Land. They 
begin firing questions at her in He- 
brew, to which they get in reply 
| generally much better Hebrew. 

Miss Tarner is assigned to the 
exhibit on leave from El Al, Israel 
airline. Actually she’s been in the 
U. S. for varying periods in the 
past couple years as a_ public'ty 
gimmick for El Al, and created a 
mild sensation with a guest appear- 
ance on the Groucho Marx TV show 
last year. 

Other of the gals were already 
in the U. S. as exchange teachers 
or students. Added to the staff 
last week was Dina Peskin, young 
actress who played the principal 


role in “Faithful City,” Israel-made | 


feature currently in U. S. release 
by RKO. 

Steinglass has also recently im- 
ported for  previously-advertised 
|tours of the exhibit Martha Scott 
and Burgess Meredith. He is work- 
ing out similar tieup deals with 
legit and film press agents to ge! 


variety of items available for pur- | 








if 


‘ 


Stars Needling 


Continued from page | eee 





‘ing package shows, Aldrich says. 


“two important corollaries. One is|“Some were excellent this season 


;and some were not. When they 


were badly cast, usually because 


to do the job properly, or because 
| the star hogged the money and left 
insufficient to attract competent 
supporting players, the results 
were terrible for the theatre man- 
agement, 

“We booked none of these so- 
called big Hollywood names at in- 
flated prices, and we had a fine 
season at Dennis and the best ever 
at Falmouth. Some of the touted, 
overpriced star packages lost 
money repeatedly at other places, 
and we missed nothing by passing 
them up for the Cape. If summer 
theatres are to continue in busi- 
ness, and they must operate in the 
black to do so, some of the lesding 
manafers who respect each others’ 
artistic ability and financia! in- 
tegrity must join in a loose asso- 
ciation to keep certain agents from 
exploiting them by overcharging 
for stars anu old scrip.s.” Aldrich 
resigned two vears ago from the 
Stock Managers Assn 

There were no union complica- 
tions this summer, at least at any 
of his Cape theatres, Aldrich re- 
veals. He employed the usual num- 
ber of musicians at the Cape Cod 
Music Circus, Hvannis, but was not 
approached to wire any men for 
the straighi-play operations at Den- 
nis and Falmouth. There was also 
no stagehand trouble at any of the 


three spots, perhaps because the 
grips un’on members are all em- 
ployed in television. As for the 


Ass'n of Theatrical Press Agents & 
Managers, he uses its members 
when available, but few established 
ones, apparently, are willing to 
take born assignments. 
Throwaways Best 
Generally speaking, Aldrich has 
found that throwawavys are now the 
most effective form of advercising, 
at least on the Cape. Most summer 
visitors don't read the local pa- 
pers, so reviews and even ad space 
tend to have jess impact than for- 
merly. Throwaways 


celebs. That brings crowds, of tonne tha | bei wa shad 
| course, not only to see the exhibit. “Zesse¢, the amount being in- 
creased according to local condi- 


but the personalities. 


While the patronage is predomi- | 


nantly Jewish, of course, the staff 
is being constantly surprised by 
other visitors. Among them are 
| many nuns to see products of the 
| Holy Land. Also the Japanese am- 
bassador and the Turkish ambas- 
sador, obviously to see what can 
| be done in the way of promotion 
for products or their own coun- 
tries. 

Exposition was conceived and 
pushed by Benjamin Abrams, prez 
of Emerson Radio & Television 
Corp., who is chairman of the New 
York bond committee. Products 
shown were contributed by the 128 
exhibitors. 


‘Whistle Stop’ 


Continued from page 1 

















Stevenson campaign. hops back to 
the network nightly, where it will 
be used on all CBS-TV news shows. 
Sunday afternoon program will be 
specially edited from the compiled 
footage, with Charles Collingwood 
serving as narrator. 


Web followed a_ similar  pro- 
cedure last year to cover the 
United Nations sessions from 


Paris, kinescoping the UN meets 
there daily for use on all 
shows and then editing the foot- 
age for a special Sunday afternoon 
halfhour. That one was narrated 
by Walter Cronkite. 











Station Primer 











——_ 





israel Expo 


_ Continued from page | 





City offices of the Irving Trust Co.., 
with remnants of tellers’ cages and 
vaults still visible. 

B.o. income is only a minor con- 
sideration, of course. About $200,- 
000 worth of Israel 
been sold to the visitors who pa- 
tiently—and somewhat proudly— 
trek through the impressive dis- 


| plays_of everything from Israeli- 
|assembled Kaiser-Frazer 


cars to 
false teeth to Yemenite embroi- 
dery. Most surprised of all are 
the visitors from Israe! liself, who 
never see in their stores the va- 
ried goods manufactured a!most 


bonds have | 





and announce records. 


—_— Continued from pace 1 
| not critics and at no time are they 


to criticize an artists or a record- , 


ing on the air. By the same token 
WMFS announcers are not to ex- 
press their opinion in favor of a 
record. And labels are not to be 
credited. The audience is not in- 
terested whether it is a Capitol, 
Decca, Columbia or Victor release. 
It is interested in the selection and 
| the artists.” 
| Primer also cued its spinning 
staff to lay off the gimmick sounds 
| by advising them to follow the rule 
that “if you can’t sing it or hum it, 
don't play it.” Very few listeners, 
the management adds, are im- 
pressed with instrumental gymunas- 
} tics. 


j,rude Lawrence, 


They are’ 


tions and the kind of show. 

The season at Falmouth, its 
fourth, was the spoi’s best so far 
in attendance, gross and net profit, 
according to Aldrich. Only “Glass 
Menagerie,” with Dana Andrews, 
incurred a small loss, he says, add- 


ing that the show was generally 
/a disappointment for its entire 
tour. 


“Although our new air-condition- 
ing system didn’t work too well, 
partly due to the hottest weather 
in Cape history, we did fine busi- 
ness almost every week. 

“Beatrice Lillie broke the house 
records previously set by Tallulah 
| Bankhead, Helen Hayes and Gert- 
and then Faye 
|Emerson broke it again. In fair- 
| ness to the stars who set the pre- 


} . : 
| vious marks, however, we raised 


—= |Our regular $3.66 scale to $4.20 


| Saturday nights. 


| “The 26th season at the Cape 
| Zou in Dennis was one of 
its best artistically and not bad 
| financially. Business was not up to 
the other two spots, but we still 
operated in the black. The audi- 
ence at Dennis is changing from 
all-summer residents to one-week 
and two-weck transients and trip- 
pers. Instead of subscribing for the 


news| entire season they now pick and 
| choose 


their stars, just as the 
Broadway public now buys hits 
only. This causes a fluciuation in 
business from capacity with Peggy 
Wood in ‘Here’s Mama,’ Constance 
Bennett in ‘I Found April’ and 


| Beatrice Lillie, to poor attendance 


hat the Slavenska-Franklin-Danilova 
ballet and ‘Menagerie,’ our only 
two weeks in the red. 

“The Music Circus at Hyannis 
had its best season since it opened 
in 1950, doing capacity most of 
the summer, although ‘Mile. Mo- 
diste’ and ‘Countess Maritza’ were 
lemons, with poor books, and failed 
to draw. The problem in all tent 
musicals is to find enough top 
niaterial. We tried two experiments 
this year — an operetta, ‘Die Fled- 
ermaus,’ and a repeat, ‘Chocolate 
Soldier.’ Both sold out, so in the 
future we can apparently do shows 
like ‘Carmen’ in English and at 
least one or two repeats a year 
rom previous seasons. The Circus 

as lost some of its novelty, but 
as long as we give t»cm firs.-class 
vo:ces and good shows I believe 
ithe public will keep coming.’ 
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| This is the adventure program with the difference: 
: | .». the only continuing show on TV produced in Europe 
A | «». with action scenes filmed in world capitals 
| ... with a wealth of exciting new talent 
' ' ’ . 7 ° . 
a 4 ... with tense plots based on international intrigue 
et PAE ° 4 H 
Li * .. all blended into the only adventure series of its 
i ifs kind on TV by the genius of Sheldon Reynolds tei 
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‘so 8, ship! FOREIGN INTRIGUE is working now bod 
' , ah ake e £78 
Lif estate se from coast to coast for local and regional a 
t} se boges advertisers. i : 
‘ pet This versatile vehicle is carrying sales ie 
bid Mer messages on such diverse products tas 
ig ats and services as beer, fountain pens, ay 
ia drugs, automobiles, banking, and $e 
: : | ss household furnishings. 
Bri, | ees Ao cope anenn aa 
i™~ 4 a va. 1a ae 74 1) on eee Ae a 


, 





“shin esis is Vase 2 (ivbe reg 
IT WILL DO A GREAT SELLING S@eeFOR YOU AT LOW COST! 






FOREIGN INTRIGUE is underwritten by Ballantine 
for use in 11 markets and has been bought ' 

by local and regional sponsors for other 

markets, coast to coast. This top-quality show 

is available for other key markets—a 
network-caliber show to fit the local sponsor's 
budget. In units of 26 films with options. 





& 








For competitive ratings and information on 
markets available, write or telephone: 
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3 FOREIGN INTRIGUE 
420 Lexington Avenue | ‘New York 17, New York 
MUrray Hill 3-2000 







































